
Gospel of John Chapter 15A 

 

What is it that FILLS your life? What really vitalizes, energizes you? (The job that you do? One 

of your hobbies? Your Faith?)   Finish this sentence, “My LIFE comes from……” 

 

Throughout his Gospel John uses different metaphors to illustrate the life giving power of Jesus 

Christ. 

As the physical body is fueled by bread so the spirit is fed by Christ. (Bread of Life) 

John 6:32  Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the 

bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33  For the bread of 

God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 35  Jesus said to them, “I 

am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 

never thirst. 

 Jesus came into this world specifically to give life to the world which was dead in sin. 

 

The temporal cleansing and refreshment that water provides comes eternally in Christ  

John 4: 13  Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 

14  but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water 

that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

 Once again, Jesus is the SOURCE of life for man 

 

Here in John 15 the believer’s vital relationship with Jesus Christ is depicted through the analogy 

of a vine, and its branches. 

 Just as the branch receives all of its life and sustenance through the vine, believers are totally 

dependent on the Sovereign Lord as the source of their spiritual life and fruit. 

 

Let’s remember the setting in which this conversation is taking place. 

 The disciples gathered with the Lord in an upper room in Jerusalem to eat the Passover Meal 

together.   

 Their feet have been washed by the Lord; Judas left to do his dirty work; the Lord has been 

preparing his beloved disciples for his soon departure. He promised to send the Holy Spirit 

who would be their helper and teacher. 

 

John 14: 30  I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no 

claim on me,  31  but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I 

love the Father. Rise, let us go from here. 

 Leaving the upper room, headed toward the Kidron Valley on their way to the Garden of 

Gethsemane, they would have passed the great golden vine that decorated the entrance to the 

Holy Place and they would also have walked by all of the vines that stretched along the great 

walls of the city. 

o The golden vine at the entrance to the Holy Place; symbolic of the Nation Israel. 

o Throughout the Old Testament Israel was often depicted as a vine. 

o Isaiah 5, Jeremiah 2, Ezekiel 15 and 19 all portrayed Israel as the Lord’s vine. 

 

 

 



Listen to Psalm 80: 

Psalm 80:8 You brought a vine out of Egypt;  you drove out the nations and planted it. 

9  You cleared the ground for it;  it took deep root and filled the land. 

10  The mountains were covered with its shade,  the mighty cedars with its branches. 

11  It sent out its branches to the sea  (Mediterranean)  and its shoots to the River. (Jordan) 

12  Why then have you broken down its walls,  so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? 

13  The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it. 

14  Turn again, O God of hosts! Look down from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine, 

15  the stock that your right hand planted, and for the son whom you made strong for yourself. 

16  They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down; may they perish at the rebuke of your 

face! 

 In every place the image of the vine is used for the nation Israel, a degeneration is depicted 

revealing the corruption of sin and the righteous judgment of God. 

 In light of Israel’s corruption the Psalmist LOOKS at the promises of God to send a Messiah, 

the Son of Man who would bring restoration and salvation. 

17  But let your hand be on the man of your right hand, the son of man whom you have made 

strong for yourself! 

18  Then we shall not turn back from you; give us life, and we will call upon your name! 

19  Restore us, O LORD God of hosts! let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 Jesus is the man of God’s right hand, He is the strong Son of Man who brings glory to the 

Father by providing salvation for God’s chosen people. 

 

Here in John 15 the central truth the Lord wants to communicate with his disciples is the 

importance of ABIDING in him.   NOTE: “Abide” is used 10 times in 7 verses. 

 

The Greek word (MENO – describes something that remains where it is, continues in a fixed 

state or endures) In this context the word refers to maintaining an unbroken communion with 

Jesus Christ. 

 In the most basic sense whether or not a person abides in Christ reveals whether or not he is 

truly saved. 

 

The questions that arose in my mind as I read through John 15 are these 

(1) Who is the Vine?  (Jesus) 

(2) Who maintains and cares for the Vine?  (Father) 

(3) What is OUR relationship with the Vine?  (abide in him as branches) 

(4) How do we know we are connected to the Vine? 

(5) What should our fruit look like? 

 

This is one of those teachings that will take 2 weeks to complete. Like the TV shows that end 

with “To be continued” 

Who is the Vine? 

John 15:1,  Jesus said:  “I am the true vine,” 

 Whereas Israel was depicted as A vine, the planting of the Lord, all of the promises of God 

for the people of God pointed to the Son of God who is the “TRUE VINE.” 

 



TRUE – (ALETHINOS) The word refers to what is real distinct from a type, the perfect as 

distinct from the imperfect, the genuine rather than that which is counterfeit. 

Boice: “he is the one, perfect, essential and enduring vine before which all other vines are but 

shadows.” 

 

1 John 5: 20  And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so 

that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is 

the true God and eternal life. 

 

John 1:9 Jesus is the “True Light” the final and complete revelation of spiritual truth. 

John 6:32 Jesus is the “True Bread of Heaven” The only true source of spiritual sustenance.  

 Jesus is the full revelation the actual embodiment of God; to which all of the types and 

shadows in the Bible and in Creation POINT. 

 Jesus is the True Vine. Israel was merely a shadow of the one to come. 

 

2. Who maintains and cares for the Vine?   

John 15:1  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2  Every branch of mine that 

does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may 

bear more fruit. 3  Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.” 

 Jesus is the Vine; God the Father is the “Vinedresser” the original word means “one who 

tills the soil, a gardener or farmer.” 

 

There are two things the Father is said to do in his care for the Vine 

First in Vs 2  Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away 

 The word translated “TAKES AWAY” is (AIRO)  Literally the word means: to lift up or 

pick up,  

o  It can also mean lifting up in order to carry away, it can also mean to remove. 

 

Anyone who has cared for a vine knows: Grapes are not like squash or pumpkins that develop 

quite well while lying on the ground.  

 In order to bear fruit branches must be lifted up. Any branch that lays on the ground will be 

unproductive so the first action the vinedresser takes is to LIFT the branches off of the 

ground. 

 It would be a strange gardener who immediately cuts off such a branch without even giving 

it a chance to develop properly. The normal care for a vine is to stretch it out on an arbor or 

use some other means of lifting the branches into the air and sun.  

 At my house the grape vines were always lifted onto a wooden arbor. 

 

Dr Boice: “the first thing the Father is said to do is to lift the Christian closer to himself. To 

translate that into spiritual terms, it means that the Father first creates a sense of true devotion 

in the Christian.”   

 (Is that where you are in your life? The Father is lifting you and you sense the warmth of his 

presence, a new or renewed separation from the dirt of this world) 

 

The second thing the Father is said to do in his care of the vine is to purge it or prune it. 

2b every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 



 In Greek this word is katharizo, which means to cleanse, make clean, or purify. It has given 

us our English word catharsis. (purify, cleanse) 

 Normally this word would indicate the act of cleansing the vine of anything harmful to it—

insects, moss, and disease. But since it is being used of a vine and its branches, it is hard to 

escape the feeling that pruning is probably also in view.  

  What the Father is doing here is the work of removal, removing everything that would prove 

detrimental to the most fruitful harvest. 

 

In spiritual terms this obviously refers to God’s work in removing that which is spiritually 

detrimental from the life of the believer.  

 It means having our bad habits stripped away. It means to have our priorities reordered, our 

values changed. At times it may mean the removal of friends who are hindering rather than 

advancing our spiritual growth. 

 So the Father lifts the branches close to himself, he cleanses them purging all things that 

would make them unfruitful. 

 

Dr Boice: “The order of these two activities of the Father are most important, because the reverse 

only produces hypocrisy. What happens when we go about lopping off so-called unspiritual 

practices without first being drawn closer to God in true devotion is that we imagine ourselves to 

be quite saintly, when actually we are not.  

We begin to look down on others who have not made the same denials. We consider them to be 

worldly and ourselves spiritual. Moreover, having eliminated these elements ourselves without 

first having our lives filled with Christ, we discover that we have a vacuum within and that it is 

easy for something else not at all Christian to fill it.” 

 What should happen in our lives is that we first of all draw near to God and see the Fruit of 

the Spirit begin to grow, and then throughout our lives he keeps cutting away those habits, 

attitudes and relationships that hinder our growth. 

 

Spiritual growth is much like the maturing of a child.  

 Consider a young girl and her dolls: No one ever asks a girl to give up playing with dolls. 

When she is young they never leave her side. But as she grows older she becomes interested 

in a different things, and then the dolls are just “kid’s stuff.” The girl does not “give up” 

dolls. The dolls just fall away because she is growing up.  

 In the same way, as we mature in Christ the dead wood and parasites fall away. 

 

There is one more point connected with the matter of cleansing. It concerns the means by which 

we are cleansed—the Word of God. 

John 15:3  Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.” 

 

Jesus tells them that they have already begun to experience in themselves the work of the 

vinedresser.  

 They have been planted in Christ, and have undergone a cleansing from sin.  

 He points out the means of that cleansing, namely, His teaching; and there can be no doubt 

that he is speaking of the preaching of the Word. 

 



The word of God has a potent cleansing power: Paul encourages HUSBANDS to love their 

wives as Christ loved the church. HOW has Christ loved his church? 

 

Ephesians 5: 25  Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 

her, 26  that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 

 Nothing will cleanse us and keep us from sin like the continual, daily meditation on and 

application of God’s Word. 

 

When it comes to PRUNING our lives, there is no sharper blade for cutting away the dead wood 

and unproductive attitudes in our lives than God’s Word: 

 

Hebrews 4: 12  For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 

and intentions of the heart. 13  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and 

exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  

 We learn to embrace the sword of God’s Word; Although it cuts us deeply, its wounds 

produce in us the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness and 

self-control. 

 We become that blessed man described in Psalm 1: 

 

Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way 

of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2  but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his 

law he meditates day and night. 3  He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its 

fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 

4  The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 5  Therefore the wicked 

will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

6  for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

What is it that FILLS your life? What really vitalizes, energizes you? (The job that you do? One 

of your hobbies? Your Faith?)   Finish this sentence, “My LIFE comes from……” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


