
Thinking Biblically About The Holy Spirit (7) 

Revelation 2:1-7 

Intro: As the contents of the letters are analyzed, it is clear that they are, first, messages to these historic 

local churches in the first century. Second, they also constitute a message to similar churches today. Third, 

individual exhortations to persons or groups in the churches make it clear that the messages are intended 

for individuals today. Fourth, some believe that the order of the seven churches follows the order of various 

eras in church history from the first century until now. 

 

I. Each message to the individual churches follows a standard format:  

 A. The __________________ to write to the angel of the church 

 B. Identification of Christ in terms of his appearance in Revelation 1. The selection of each  

  reference to the vision of Christ matches the special needs of each of the seven churches. 

 C. The church’s ________________ qualities  

 D. The church's _______________ explained  

 E. A closing with an exhortation  

  1. To hear what the Holy Spirit says 

  2. A promise to the “_________________.”  

II. The closing to each message broadens the scope to all the churches.  

 A. All seven messages are to all churches in every age  

 B. The implication is that there is a critical need for Christians to be prepared to __________ 

  no matter what they may face in their time frame and location  

 C. The churches are told to be “victorious” by __________________ to their original  

  commitment and guarding against conformity to the wicked influences of the world around  

  them 

III. Each message was intended to deal with the specific _______________ conditions of each  

 individual church. The churches were commended for their good traits and condemned for their 

 failings 

IV. Ephesus 2:1–7 

 A. Ephesus was the most important city of Asia Minor 

  1. Located near the Aegean Sea on the Cayster River  

   a. Ephesus had a fine harbor, which served as an export center at the west end 

    of the Asiatic caravan route. 

  2. Had a population of around 250,000 

  3. Wickedness and ________________ influenced abounded 

   a. The city was the ________________ of the temple of Artemis (Diana) and  

    of her image-according to legend, the image fell from heaven (Acts 19:35).  

   b. ________________ worship flourished at Ephesus, and temples were built  

    there to Claudius, Hadrian, and Severus 

   c. Black magic and mystery cults also flourished there (Acts 19:13–19).  

 B. The church at Ephesus 

  1. Was founded by Aquila, Priscilla, and Paul (Acts 18:18–19) 

  2. By the time of John’s Revelation, the church had persevered through the trouble of  

   false teachers but had ______________ its first love 

V. The message to the Church at Ephesus 2:1-7 

 A. Vision of Christ 2:1 

  1. Holds and Walks 

   a. The vision of Christ holding and walking reinforces his ________________  

    knowledge of their hearts and actions 



   b. The picture of Christ with a letter to each church relates to his intimate  

    knowledge of the _______________ each church faces (cf. 1:12, 16; 2:4).  

 B. _______________ from Christ 2:2–3 

  1. The Lord praised the Ephesian Christians for their deeds, perseverance, and  

   __________________  

  2. Toil and __________________ characterized their overall lifestyle 

  3. They were doctrinally _________________ and had exposed false teachers (cf.  

   Matt. 7:15; Acts 20:29) 

  4. They had persevered and _______________ many trials and hardships 

 C. The Church's Problem 2:4–5 

  1. The Lord told these believers that they had left their first love and exhorted them  

   to _________________ 

  2. Matthew 24:12 for Jesus’ warning that the “love of many will grow cold.”  

  3. The idea of “love … as you did at first” (2:4) is purposely left general to let the  

   readers specify what their own first love for God was (cf. Jer. 2:2; John 13:35; 2  

   John 1:5).  

 D. The Lord's necessary ________________ is to “look,” “turn,” and “work” (2:5) 

  1. Doctrinal purity and endurance did not _________________ vital inner love for God 

  2. The remembrance by believers of their first state of love for Christ is potent for  

   bringing about ____________________ and action 

 E. Christ's Exhortation 2:6–7 

  1. The _____________________  

   a. An heretical sect in the early church that is mentioned by name twice in the  

    book of Revelation.  

    1. The church at Ephesus was ________________ for hating their  

     works 2:6 

    2. The church at Pergamum was _________________ for having some 

     members who held their doctrine 2:15 

   b. A group whom Jesus hated also 

   2. These exhortations to the churches of Asia Minor (2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22) are  

   applicable to _________ churches and to individual believers as well (cf. Matt. 11:5). 

  3. “Overcomes” 2:7 __________________ 

   a. A ________________ of doctrinal purity, faithful witness, and vital love for 

    Christ      

   b. Those who are “victorious” are _______ a special group of Christians but true 

    believers who persevere faithfully to the end and do not lost their   

    _____________ on and _____________ for Christ(21:7; 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 

    12, 21; cf. 1 John 5:4–5) 

   c. The “tree of life,” 22:2 and Genesis 2:9; 3:22–24.  

   d. “Paradise” signifies the place of ______________ fellowship with God 

 

 

 


