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A. INTRODUCTION 
1. Stain of Battle - When tourists visit the study of Martin Luther in the Wartburg Castle - 

usually someone points to the dark stain next to the desk of the Reformer and announces 

 

THIS IS THE INK STAIN LEFT WHEN MARTIN LUTHER THREW AN INK BOTTLE AT THE DEVIL. 
  

 a. If Luther really threw an inkwell at Satan is debatable 

 b. If he did we don’t know if he won that round with the Devil 

  1) We do know that Luther believed very much in reality & power of Satan 

  2) Like many front-line Christians - Luther often battled with temptation & spiritual 

wickedness 

c. Like every other Son of Adam - Luther 

  1) Was often tempted & succumbed to temptation 

  2) Was by nature and action a sinner who required the Savior 

  3) Was absolutely - hopelessly - & without remedy LOST IF not for the Savior 

  4) Like you and me Luther required a Savior who was tempted in all points like we are YET 

WITHOUT SIN! 

 c. In Luther’s classic hymn - A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD he speaks about Satan and 

Christ’s victory over Satan 

 
FOR STILL OUR ANCIENT FOE 

DOTH SEEK TO WORK HIS WOE; 
HIS CRAFT AND POWER ARE GREAT; 

AND ARMED WITH CRUEL HATE, 
ON EARTH IS NOT HIS EQUAL 

 
DID WE IN OUR STRENGTH CONFIDE, 
OUR STRIVING WOULD BE LOSING; 

WERE NOT THE RIGHT MAN ON OUR SIDE, 
THE MAN OF GOD’S OWN CHOOSING. 

DOST ASK WHO THAT MAY BE? 
CHRIST JESUS IT IS HE, 

LORD SABAOTH HIS NAME, 
FROM AGE TO AGE TH SAME, 

AND HE MUST WIN THE BATTLE. 

 

2. Matthew 4 Is About That Savior - Jesus Christ the Lord 

 a. About His wilderness temptation 

 b. About His victory over Satan & temptation 

 c. About His credentials & qualifications as Savior 

 d. About His federal headship and saving His people from their sins 

 

B. SOME GENERAL AND TRUE LESSONS 
1. The Wilderness Temptation of Jesus Is Familiar Event 

 a. Recorded in ALL Synoptic Gospels 

 b. Usually considered in a very practical manner 



 

2. Like Christ We Are Tempted 

 a. HOWEVER - As Boice notes 

 

In the entire Bible we know of only a few people - Eve (but not Adam), Job, Jesus, 
Judas, and Ananias (but not Sapphira) - who were tempted by Satan directly (58) 

 

 b. Satan is not omipresent 

 c. This does not mean that we are not tempted and face fierce spiritual battles - for we do 

 

Ephesians 6:12   - For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
 

 

 

 

3. Like Christ We Have the Choice of Trusting & Serving God 

 a. When tempted we do not HAVE to sin 

 b. Joshua challenged the people - Joshua 24:15  (ESV) — 
 15

 And if it is evil in your eyes to 

serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers 

served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 

dwell.  But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 
 

3. Like Christ We Can Have Victory Over Temptation 

 

1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God 

is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 

temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 
 

4. Like Christ We Ought To Use the Word of God in Overcoming Temptation 

 a. Using the Bible in facing temptation is an needed and effective resource 

  1) As men considered Wed night - memorization of Scripture is important  

  2) Psalm 119:11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against 

you. 
 b. Sword of the Spirit is the WORD of God - it is to be loved, studied & used 

 

5. As Important As These Truths Are 

 a. I believe they fall short of the impact & force of the passage 

 b. I believe the Wilderness Temptation of Christ 

  1) Has greater significance - than HOW TO win over temptation 

  2) Has theological & redemptive significance 

 

C. A CLOSER LOOK 
1. 4:1 - “THEN” was Jesus led up ..................................................................................... WHEN? 

 a. Who Is Jesus? - - thus far in Matthew He has been declared as  

  1) 1:1 - The Son of David - the son of Abraham 

  2) 1:21 - Jesus - one who will save His people from their sins 

  3) 1:23 - Immanuel - God with us 



  4) 2:2 - Magi call Him - King of the Jews 

  5) 3:11-12 - John Baptist identifies Him as Messianic King 

  6) 3:17 - Voice from heaven (Father) - This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased 

 b. Is He? 

  1) Is Jesus really the Anointed One? 

  2) is He The Messiah?  God’s Son? 

  3) Is He really the one who will save His people from their sins?   

 c. Matthew 4:1-11 is a declaration that Jesus IS the Son of God - the Savior of Sinners 

  1) He is the One who will Crush the Serpent’s head 

  2) He really is the Son of God - tempted like we are YET WITHOUT SIN! 

 

2. Let’s Note 

 a. WHO led Him? 

  1) The Spirit 

  2) God is the initiator of this event 

 b. WHY? - to be tempted  

  1) Tempted has two-fold meaning 

     Test - prove what is genuine 

     Tempt - provoke to do evil 

  2) Led there by God to be proven - show He was who He was declared to be 

 c. HOW He was tempted 

  1) vs 3 - Temptation came from outside Himself 

  2) While we have testing from without OUR temptation arises from within - James 1:14  -  

But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
  3) Jesus knew no sin - had no sin nature HE is not enticed from any remaining sin in His heart 

are mind 

  4) Whether it be lust or greed or pride or anger  - we are lured by our own sin desires 

 

3. What’s At Stake? 

 

Romans 5:12–14  — 
 12

 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 

death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned — 
 13

 for sin indeed 

was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 
 

14
 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like 

the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.  

 

 a. The bookends of Jesus’ public ministry is temptation 

  1) One in the wilderness 

  2) One im Garden of Gethsemene 

 b. Understand more fully wilderness temptation -COMPARED & CONTRASTED with 1
st
 

Adam 

  1) Adam was in Garden (paradise) - Jesus in wilderness 

  2) Adam was content & had what he needed - Jesus was hungry 

  3) Adam & Eve had each other - Jesus was alone 

  4) Adam succumbed to temptation and as the federal head of the human race carried & 

condemned all his people into sin & all the misery & condemnation of sin - - Christ (;ast 

Adam) stood firm and won the victory over temptation and as the Federal Head - brought 

life and salvation to all His people 

 



Matthew 1:21  - “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 

his people from their sins.” 
 

4. The Temptation - Like Adam & Eve - Christ is tempted by Satan to doubt God and challenge 

His Word 

 a. So God declares you to be the Son of God - IF you are the Son of God  - command these 

stones to become bread - - It is written 

 b. So you know the Scriptures - well the Scriptures say . . . IF you are the Son of God then 

prove it - throw yourself down 

 c. The whole things boils down to AUTHORITY - so Satan cuts to chase and offers Christ the 

world IF He will worship him -that is renounce the Father and for the trinkets of the world 

worship Satan 

 

But each time Satan tempts - he feels the heel of the Son of God pushing down on his neck 

Satan leaves Him - but he will not stay gone - he will return BUT Christ will live without sin - he 

will obey the Father completely SO THAT - when He gives His life on the cross - He is without 

sin - although he knows how we are tempted - He is the perfect sacrifice - without spot or 

blemish 

 

So more than a HOW TO defeat temptation Matthew 4 is a Declaration that Jesus is THE Son of 

God - the Savior of Sinners. 

 

 

 

 
 


