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"Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see. 

"T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

"Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
And Grace will lead me home."

Welcome to the Princess Chapel Church sermonaudio site. Princess Chapel Church is 
located in Ashland, Kentucky. Pastor, Brother Douglas Salyer. We truly hope that you 
receive a blessing from these messages, sermons and lessons hosted on this site. We 
would very much like to invite you, your family and friends to join us for worship 
services in our sanctuary in Ashland, Kentucky. Our prayers are with you as we request 
your prayers also as we do the work of the ministry edifying the saints and exalting the 
Savior to bring honor and glory to our sovereign Lord. We thank you very much for 
joining us today and may God richly bless you and yours.

Eight verses. Just eight verses this morning. Psalm 4 or the fourth Psalm. Psalm 4 is 
where we're going to be at this morning. We went through the first three Psalms so far 
and we're going to stay in Psalms until the Lord moves us out somewhere else. Psalm 4, 
so if you'd open your Bible there. This is a key Psalm that is related to the first three. 
They have all similarities. It's got similarities with Psalm 1, 2 and 3. Psalm 1 is the 
contrast between the righteous man and the unrighteous man. It shows the differences. 
Psalm 2 is an expansion on that contrast between the righteous and the unrighteous, 
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between the godly and the ungodly. Psalm 3 is called the morning prayer in God, a call to 
repentance. And Psalm 4 is the evening prayer, a trust in God, a call to repentance. 

Psalm 4 can be broken down into three simple points this morning, that's what I’m going 
to try to do, break it down into three simple points. But what I’m going to try to do is 
there are a couple of verses in here, even though we're going to deal with three points this 
morning, there are a couple of verses in here that we're going to talk about a little bit 
more in depth.

The first point this morning is an appeal to God for peace. That's in verse 1. Point 2 
would be an appeal to men for repentance to unto repentance. That's verses 2 through 5. 
Number 3 is a praise to God for preservation and that's in verses 6 through 8. We are 
preserved this morning if you're a child of God. Do you know that? King David even 
knew that. King David knew about sovereignty. He knew about preservation. He knew 
about all of these things. Like I said, Psalm 3, the one we dealt with last week would be 
called the morning prayer or the morning song. Do you know why? Not mourning in the 
sense of weeping, no when you get up early in the morning and you say a prayer. Do you 
know why we call Psalm 3 the morning prayer? Because of verse 5 in Psalm 3, it says, "I 
laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me." So he's saying this when 
he wakes up. It's the morning prayer. But Psalm 4 is the evening prayer. Why? Because 
of verse 8, "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep." You see, he's getting ready to 
go to bed now. He's saying it in the evening, "I will both lay me down in peace and sleep: 
for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety." Only God can make you to dwell in 
safety. Only God can give you that peace and safety.

Now, I have to teach you something this morning before I get the potbelly stove fired up 
just a little bit. If you look in the heading of your Bible, how many have a heading above 
Psalm 4? You all do. Do you know why? Because it's given by inspiration of God, the 
Holy Spirit. Is it in italics? How many have two headings, one in italics and one not in 
italics? You've got a good Bible then, okay? You've got a good Bible. My MacArthur 
Study Bible, my NASB, it has a heading in italics which means it's been added by the 
translators or added by the editors or added by the commentator but then there is another 
heading underneath that that says, "To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm of 
David," which is not in italics. Do you know what that means? That means it was given 
by divine inspiration of God, the Holy Spirit. That heading is actually verse 1 in the 
Psalm. Any time you have a heading in the Psalms and it's not in italics, it was part of the 
original text and that means it was actually there and it was given by inspiration. 

Now, what the NASB translates that as is, "For the choir director; on stringed 
instruments. A Psalm of David." Do you remember what Brother John was talking about 
this morning in Sunday School about their music and how they had corrupted the music 
during the worship and they had brought in things of the world that was not pleasing unto 
God? This is the kind of music that David...stringed instruments. Stringed instruments. 
That's the harp and things of that nature but this Psalm is a Psalm written by God the 
Holy Spirit under divine inspiration and David penned these words and it is for the choir 
direction who's in charge of the stringed instruments because when this is to be read, it's 
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to be sung and accompanied with the stringed instruments. That was just free. That didn't 
cost you anything this morning. I find that very interesting how a lot of these Psalms 
are...actually every one of them are to be sung but some of them were to be sung as part 
of worship, as part of the choir would play the stringed instruments with them.

But now let's get into the text. Let's read the text in its entirety. Psalm 4:1,

1 Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness: thou hast enlarged me 
when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer. 2 O ye 
sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will ye 
love vanity, and seek after leasing? Selah. [Pause. Meditate. Think on that 
just for a moment.] 3 But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is 
godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto him. 4 Stand in 
awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be 
still. Selah. 5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the 
LORD. 6 There be many that say, Who will shew us any good? LORD, 
lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 7 Thou hast put gladness 
in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their wine increased. 
8 I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only 
makest me dwell in safety. 

Only the Lord. Only the Lord.

Verse 1, do you know what it is? It is a call. It is an appeal. It is an appeal by the psalmist 
right here unto peace. I've told you this many, many times and I’ll tell you again and 
again and again because it's the backbone of the Bible. It's the backbone of the Scriptures. 
Everything in the Bible points to Christ. Everything in the Old Testament points to the 
cross. And everything in the New Testament points back to what was done at the cross. 
That sovereign work of grace that was done at Calvary that day by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And if you want peace this morning, if you want the real peace that comes from 
Almighty God, you must experience, you must receive, you must accept his free gift of 
grace this morning. That's the only way you can get peace and David knew that. David 
knew that this morning and this is an appeal for peace unto the Lord God.

David knew something that most Christians today, or let me rephrase that, most 
churchgoers today don't know. David knew that there was only one source of 
righteousness. Only one source of righteousness. We're talking about the king of Israel. I 
find it amazing that the Bible said that King David was a man after God's own heart. He 
was the apple of God's eye and that just doesn't apply for David this morning. I’ve got 
news for you, if you're a born again child of God this morning, you're the apple of God's 
eye. 

Now, I did a little word study on that and I started looking that up and I tried to find out 
what does it mean by the apple of God's eye. Well, you know, first of all, I don't like 
apples. I don't care too much for apples. I don't like apple juice. I don't like apple sauce. I 
don't like fried apples. The only thing I like is maybe some apple stack cake. Now, I can 
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deal with that. Just put a lot of cinnamon on it. But I don't really care too much for apples 
but when I thought about that phrase in my whole life I’ve thought about this: the apple 
of God's eye, well, you know they say an apple a day will keep the doctor away and they 
also say if you want to get in good with your teacher, bring an apple to school. I used to 
do that all the time but it never worked on me, amen? But if you hold an apple out there 
and that is your prize possession, that big shiny apple and everything that looks...you'd 
think that's probably what the text is talking about, right? The apple of God's eye, his 
prized possession? Something external? That's not the Hebrew word picture given there 
for the apple of God's eye. Do you know what that means? The very internal, the very 
center part of the eye. The apple, the center part. At the center part of the eye and do you 
know what? If something gets near your eye, what do you do? You're going to put your 
hand up to protect it, right? You're going to do whatever it takes to protect that. You 
know how valuable your eyesight is. You know how valuable your vision is. That is the 
apple of your eye and you know what happens in the darkness. You know what happens 
when you're not able to see and that's what that Hebrew word picture is, that the saints of 
God are the apple of his eye. We're the internal part of God that God loves so much and 
cares so much about and God is going to do whatever it takes to defend that. To protect 
that.

David, the apple of God's eye. David knew that. David knew the only source of righteous 
and point number 1 this morning is an appeal by the king of Israel, by King David, is an 
appeal unto God for peace because David knew where to go to for righteousness. Do you 
know this morning? Have you been there? Or are you like King Saul? Are you lifted up 
in all of your good works and all of your deeds and everything that you've done? Are you 
counting on your church membership this morning? Are you counting on what you put in 
the offering plate this morning and you say, "Well, do you know what? I'm just going to 
do that every Sunday and do you know what? Hopefully, glory to God, hopefully that one 
day when I get to heaven, God is going to take all of my evil deeds, everything that I 
have ever done and he's going to put it on the scale and oh, those old scales are going to 
go like this, aren't they? And then God's going to take all my good works and God's going 
to put it over here on the other side and if my good works outweigh my good deeds, then 
I get to go to heaven." You don't believe that, do you? And if you ask Christians down 
the road, they'll say that they don't believe that either but why are they living like that? 
They say they don't believe it but they're living like that because do you know what's 
going to happen when you stand before the Bema Seat judgment because there's only one 
source of righteousness? All of these good deeds, if that's the case, they go on this side 
too because in the eyes of God they're but filthy rags. 

They are but filthy rags and what does David say here? He said, "Hear me when I call, O 
God of my righteousness." David knew where to go to for righteousness. David knew the 
source of righteousness and the source of righteousness this morning for David, for all of 
those in the Bible, even for that old thief on the cross that cried out and said, "Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom," there's only one source of 
righteousness even today 2015 and that is in the Lord Jesus Christ. If you could get to 
heaven by all of this right here, all of your good deeds, all of your little prayers, "God is 
great. God is good. Let us thank him for our food. Now I lay me down to sleep. I pray the 
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Lord my soul to keep." If you could get to heaven by all of that stuff, then what purpose 
did the cross serve? What purpose did the cross serve? Do you know what it did? Right 
here, "For he hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him." 

And what does David cry right here? "Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness: 
thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer." 
Jesus said in Matthew 5:20, he said, "For I say unto you, That except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." Righteousness. Do you know the word "righteousness" is listed 
92 times in your authorized King James version Bible in the New Testament. 92 times. 
91 of them speak of righteousness, 1 of them speaks of the righteousness. The definite 
article. 

Every single time the righteousness is spoken of, it has three nuances to the Greek word. 
It talks about 1. A positional righteousness where God says you are righteous, you are 
justified, you are seated in the heavens. Why? Because he hath chosen you in him from 
the foundation of the world to be, what? To be holy, amen? 

The second nuance is your practical righteousness, how you live your life, how you go 
about your daily walk. That's called progressive sanctification and you cannot tell me this 
morning that you're a child of God and you have the righteousness of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and that you've been justified by faith if you're out still living in the world because 
you have not been made a separated people. You have not come yet from among them 
and be ye holy, God said, for as I am holy. Like I said this morning in Sunday School, 
nowhere in the Bible does it say that God is love, love, love. Nowhere in the Bible does it 
say that God is mercy, mercy, mercy. Nowhere in the Bible does it say that God is grace, 
grace, grace. But two times over in the end of the book, it says that our God is holy, holy, 
holy and when you've been made a child of God this morning through and by the 
sovereign work of God, through and by the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit and the 
new birth and you've been given the righteousness of him that knew no sin so that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him, that is Christ Jesus, amen, you'll know 
that. Why? Because all those born of God are taught of God. Oh, and you're going to 
recognize that there's only one source of your righteousness and that's not in yourself, 
that's not in your good deeds, that's not in anything that you can do, nothing that you can 
earn, nothing that you can merit this morning but that's through and by the finished work 
of the man in the middle 2,000 years ago at Calvary. 

David knew that. David looked for a greater righteousness than that of himself. Oh, let 
me tell you what: if you're comparing yourself to me this morning, then you're going to 
fall short. Do you know that? You know, Brother John M. is a fine man and Brother 
Larry M. is a fine man but if you compare yourself to them this morning, you're going to 
fall short. Brother David G. and Brother Paul G. are fine men but don't compare yourself 
to them this morning because if you do, you're going to fall short. Why? Because I don't 
have to live up to John's standards or Brother David's standards or Brother Larry or 
Brother Paul's standards, I've got to live up to the standards that the Lord Jesus Christ has 
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given me through and by his word and now that I’ve been made to know that, oh, I love 
him all that much more to know that I don't owe him anything, that he paid it all for me 
and he said, "Now what I’ve got, I’m giving to you, including my righteousness." And 
when I stand before God the Father, the thrice holy just and sovereign God and he looks 
upon me at the day of judgment, do you know what he's going to see? He's not going to 
see my preaching. He's not going to see all of my Bible college studies or all of the big 
stack of sermon outlines that I’ve got that I’ve done up that I’ve written over the years. 
He's not going to hear any of my testimonies or any of my singing. Do you know what 
God the Father is going to see? He's going to see the blood of his only begotten Son and 
he's going to see the righteousness of he that hath made him who knew no sin to become 
sin for us so that we might be made the righteousness of God in him and because one day 
by the preaching of the Gospel in power and demonstration of God the Holy Spirit, I was 
stripped bare of all of my goodness. I was stripped bare of all of my self-righteousness 
and all of my good works and I was made to know that I was nothing outside of the grace 
of God and I said, "Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness."

That's by faith. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. How can we 
hear without a preacher? And how can he preach unless he be sent? The God of my 
righteousness. Do you know what I did when I heard that and I recognized that and I 
acknowledged that? I said, "God, have mercy on me. Hear my prayer." I was trusting that 
he was going to hear me and, glory to God, he heard me.

Point 2, I’m going to have to skip through this. You see,  I got the potbelly stove that got 
a little out of control there. I want to jump right down here, I'm going to read you verses 2 
through 5. I want to show you after this appeal unto God for peace. I'm going to skip 
through this. Verses 2 through 5, David is reasoning with his enemies about repentance. I 
want to reason with you this morning about repentance. Do you know what's going to 
send you to hell this morning if you die lost, do you know what's going to send you to 
hell? More than your sin, it's unbelief that's going to send you to hell. Oh, for some 
reason I’ve gone somewhere else this morning. I'm going to have to get back on track. 

Do you know what's going to send more people to hell than flat and blatant sin? Their 
own good works. Their own good deeds. Their own self-righteousness. You say, "I don't 
understand, Brother Doug." The Bible said that there was a rich man and there was a 
beggar named Lazaraus who was brought and laid at the gate of the rich man, desired for 
the crumbs that fell from the rich man's table. Now, you say, "Was that rich man a bad 
man? Do you think he went out and partied and ran around with all of the women in the 
town and did all of this?" I believe he was a very respectable man. "Why?" They knew 
where to take Lazarus. They brought him at the rich man's gate and laid him there. Why? 
He was a very respectable man. They probably thought that he was going to show 
compassion and have mercy upon Lazarus so that rich man had a good reputation. He 
was a respectable man.

But do you know what else that rich man was? That rich man was very, very religious. 
Oh, the Bible said, "And Lazarus died and the angels came and carried him away and laid 
him at Abraham's bosom but there was a day also that the rich man died and in hell he 
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lifted up his eyes." In hell he lifted up his eyes and looking afar off and seeing Lazarus 
laying in Abraham's bosom and do you know what the rich man said? He said, "I pray 
thee therefore, father Abraham." Oh, he was religious. Do you know why? He had a good 
reputation. Everybody in town knew him. They figured he would show compassion upon 
Lazarus and when it got time to pray, he started to pray but he prayed too late. He knew 
how to pray. Why? Because he was a religious man brought up in a very religious family 
thinking that all of his good works and all of his good deeds, "Well, I’ll just give $2,500 a 
year to some charity, some non-profit organization and everything will be alright and 
God will weigh my works one day and hopefully my good works will outweigh my bad 
works." No, all of your righteousness in the eyes of God are but filthy rags. It is for by 
grace you are saved through faith, that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of 
works lest any man should boast. 

"I pray thee therefore, father Abraham." He knew how to pray and what else did he 
know? He knew the Scriptures. He knew the word of God. He said, "I pray thee, father 
Abraham, that you would send somebody back to warn my brothers." First he wanted a 
drink of water but let's get beyond that. He said, "I pray that you would send Lazarus 
back that he might warn my five brothers that they might not come to this awful place." 
And what did father Abraham say unto him? He said, "No, they are still at daddy's 
house." The rich man was young. He was the oldest out of six. He was probably the 
oldest one that had gone out and made it on his own. His other five brothers were still at 
home with daddy. 

He said, "I pray thee therefore, father Abraham, that thou wouldst send Lazarus that he 
might warn my five brothers not to come to this awful place." Father Abraham said, "No, 
I’m not going to do that. Do you know why? They had Moses and the prophets." Now 
there are almost 500 years between Moses and the first prophet so what is he talking 
about? They had a copy of the word of God back at home. Right there sitting on the 
coffee table. Dust on the Bible. Why? Because he wasn't reading it. He knew how to 
pray. He had a copy of the word of God. He was brought up in his father's house who was 
very religious, all about deeds and works and all of this and he had a good reputation. Do 
you know what sent him to hell? Do you know what caused him not to believe? His own 
self-righteousness and that's the first thing you have to repent of. When you're broken and 
stripped bare by the Gospel, that's the first thing you have to repent of. You have to be 
made to know that there is no good in you. 

"O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will ye love 
vanity, and seek after leasing? Selah. But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is 
godly for himself." I could stop right there and preach unconditional election for the next 
hour but I’m not going to do that. That's not the text this morning but it's all through the 
Bible. If you notice it, it's all through the Bible. You can't deny it. You can't deny that 
there's no good in you for Paul said in Romans 3, "There is none righteous, no not one. 
There is none that doeth good. There is none that seeketh after God. But know that the 
Lord has set apart him that is godly for himself. The Lord will hear," will hear. Boy, that's 
pretty bold, isn't it? That's pretty bold to be able to say that. Do you know what? God will 
hear me when I pray. Amen? God will hear me when I pray. The Bible says he does not 
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hear the prayers of a sinner. Amen. Why? You must be born again. That's a whole other 
sermon too.

"The LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call 
unto him. Stand in awe, and sin not." Why? "For by grace are ye staved through faith and 
not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast." Ephesians 
2:10, "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works that we 
should walk in them. Which God," what? "Hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them." Why? Because God hath set apart him that is godly for himself." That's why. 

"Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. 
Selah. Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD." This is a 
call to David's enemies. This is a call unto men for what? For repentance. Verses 2 and 3 
like Psalm 1 and 2, it's another contrast between righteous and the wicked. And verse 2, 
the men in this text that David is addressing are so bad he doesn't say, "O Israel," he 
doesn't say, "O sons of Jacob," he doesn't even say, "O children of the living God," he 
said, "O ye sons of men." That's how wicked they had gotten.

David calls them sons of men and David says, "how long will ye turn the glory of the 
Creator that offers grace and mercy into shame? How long will you blaspheme the name 
of God? How long will you doubt? How long will you stand halted between two 
opinions? Choose you this day whom you will serve and call upon the God that offers 
grace, mercy, peace and righteousness. How long will you love vanity? How long will 
you seek after leasing or the worthless deception? How long will you turn his glory into 
shame?" This is an appeal unto the ungodly man for repentance and repentance is not 
just, "As I am without one plea, but that thou blood was shed for me. Will you please 
come down and give your heart to Jesus?" Repentance is a change of direction, turning to 
God from sin.

Verses 3 and 4 talks about God's elect and they will stand in awe and they will sin not. 
Now that's not talking about they're going to be perfect but they will not practice an 
habitual lifestyle of open, public, dishonoring, shameful sin. 

What will they do? Verse 5, this is what they will do: they will offer sacrifices of 
righteousness and they will put their trust in the Lord because they have been stripped 
bare of everything and they know that there's only one source of true holy righteousness 
and that's imputed righteousness. That's that third nuance in the Greek because what God 
demands only God can provide. Only God can provide. Do you realize this morning in 
order to get into heaven there is absolutely nothing that you have to offer God? What God 
demands only God provides. 

Have you been stripped bare of all of your religion? Have you been stripped bare of all of 
your self-righteousness? To be able to cry what the psalmist cried and said, "Hear me 
when I call, O God of my righteousness: thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; 
have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer." And once you've been made to know that by 
the sovereign work of a sovereign God, do you know what you can rear back and say? 
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Not in your own self but by the grace of God you can declare, "God will hear me when I 
call."

He is the God of all righteousness. We have seen from this Psalm, we seen the appeal to 
God for peace. We have heard the appeal unto men for repentance. But let's see the last 
thing: the praise unto God for preservation. Oh, I like this one. I like this one. Right here, 
verses 6 through 8, "There be many that say, Who will shew us any good? LORD, lift 
thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. Thou hast put gladness in my heart." Are 
you glad this morning? Why are you glad? Are you glad because you're driving a new 
car? Are you glad because your house is paid for? Are you glad because you've only got 
five years left on your mortgage? Are you glad because you got a big breakfast this 
morning? Are you glad I’m about done, Brother Bill, and you're going to get to go to the 
waffle house? What are you glad of this morning? Do you know what I’ve glad for this 
morning? I'm glad I’m preserved, amen, by the sovereign God that offers grace and 
mercy and he's the only source of righteousness this morning. But I’m glad I’m going to 
get to eat too here in just a little bit, amen? That's why I’m glad and God has made me to 
be glad like that. 

"Thou hast put gladness in my heart." Do you know what? I haven't got a lot of money, 
don't want a lot of money. Why? Because it would get me lifted up, make me think more 
highly of myself than I ought. And do you know what the Lord would do? If a man be 
exalted, God's going to bring him down, amen? He that exalteth himself shall be abased. I 
don't have a lot of stuff. I don't have a lot of money but do you know what? I have more 
than all the heathens have. 

Why? Because God has put gladness in my heart and it's "more gladness than in the time 
that their corn and their wine were increased." When it comes time to bring in the harvest 
and bring in the crops and all of these old wicked ungodly men, they go to the bank and 
they cash their big checks from their big harvest, my gladness is far more than that 
because when that money is gone, their happiness is gone. But praise God, my God is a 
God of righteousness. He's the God of grace. He's the God of mercy and the gladness that 
he gives endures forever. Do you know why? Because I’m preserved by the living God. 
Because God hath set apart for himself those that are godly.

"I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only." It's not my money. 
It's not my job security. It's not anything I have. Only the Lord "makest me dwell in 
safety." A praise to God for preservation. David knew it. You say, "What does that mean, 
Brother Doug?" I believe David believed in sovereignty and he did believe in eternal 
security, amen? Nine months and eight days he was out of the will of God after he 
committed adultery with Bathsheba and after he killed Uriah. Nine months and eight days 
at least and then he cried out to God and he said, "Lord, I want to rededicate." No, he 
didn't. "Lord, I’m turning my life back over to you." No, he said, "Lord God, restore unto 
me the joy of thy salvation."

This application for us today here, what David is teaching us, and I’m going to say this 
and we're going to close, here's the application today that David is teaching us right here 
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in the last portion of this Psalm: he's teaching us the assurance of our security. Oh, only 
God offers safety. "Oh, Lord, I call unto the God of my righteousness. Hear me," and 
once you've been made to know that, the Lord will hear me. Now I lay me down to sleep 
because it's only God that offers safety. I'm going to be able to get up in the morning and 
everything is going to be alright but do you know what? If I don't wake up when I open 
my eyes, I’ll be on the other side so I’m a winner either way if I go or if I stay. Amen, 
come on now.

This right here, our praise for preservation. 1 John 5:13, I’m going to read this, "These 
things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life." Why do people go through life with no joy in them? 
Because they don't know. They live their life in fear, walking on thin ice or walking on 
eggshells. Know that your God, the God of righteousness, the God of grace, the God of 
truth, the God of holiness, the God of mercy, the God of longsuffering, if he has made 
you to know all of that, that same God will hear you.

"How does this apply to us today, Brother Doug? This assurance? This assurance of our 
security?" I'm going to read this and we'll close with a word of prayer. Romans 8, if you 
want to go there. Romans 8, we'll start reading in verse 35 and we'll read down through 
the end of the chapter. You can't explain this away. Arminians tried for years and now 
they just won't even preach on it because if you take this text and try to break it down and 
exegete it the way it's supposed to be exegeted, the full counsel of God, you can't explain 
this away. This right here says absolutely nothing. 

Romans 8:35, this is how it applies to you today. You call upon the God of your 
righteousness. He's the one that offers righteousness. It's not your righteousness, it's his 
that he gives you. Jehovah tsidqenuw, Jeremiah 23:6, "THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS," in all caps in your authorized version. But this is our application 
today, the assurance of our security once we've been made to know who we are in Christ, 
complete in him, Colossians 2:10 says, and Paul says right here in Romans 8:35, "Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?" Selah. Meditate on that. None of those things 
can separate you. 

"As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us." Selah. Meditate on that. He loved you. Boy, I’m not going to get going. I'm not 
going to get going. That's a whole other sermon right there. He loved you. God hath set 
aside for himself those that are godly. Why? For you are his workmanship created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before ordained that you should, not might, 
but you will walk in them because he loved you. 

David knew it. It took me many years to find that out but when the Lord turned on that 
lightbulb and no it wasn't one of those energy saving Barack Obama bulbs either, it was 
the old round kind, amen? Oh, and when the Lord turned it on, I saw the light, bless God, 
and I knew a little bit about sovereignty and I understood that, oh my goodness, there 
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isn't anything that can separate me from the love of Christ. Do you know what that made 
me want to do? Do you think that made me want to bow up and say, "Oo, look at me"? 
No, that made me to know who I really was and that made me want to serve him all the 
more.

Paul said in verse 38, he said, "For I am persuaded, that neither death," and what's the 
context here? What are we talking about? We're talking about being separated from the 
love of Christ, aren't we? And then Paul concludes and he says, "For I am persuaded," 
that means "I am totally convinced that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come." Selah. Meditate on 
that. Do you know what that means? That means what you did before, what you're doing 
right now or what you will mess up and do next week, nothing can separate you because 
he loved you and he hath set apart for himself those that are godly. Why? For ye are his 
workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before ordained 
that you should walk in them. Boy, it's amazing how you can preach sovereignty out of 
the Psalms. Boy, I love it.

Verse 39, "Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature." Selah. Meditate on that. Why? 
God hath created all things. Are you a creature this morning? Are you a created being? 
Then you are a creature. "What does that mean, preacher?" He loved you. God hath set 
apart for himself those that are godly. Why? For you are his workmanship created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before ordained that you should walk in 
them. Nothing can separate you, not any other creature. You are a created being. You are 
a creature. What does that mean? Do I have to say it? You can't even separate yourself. 
He won't let you. He will wear you out when you try it. Look what he did to Jacob. 
Hello? Let's close. I hear Brother Bill's stomach growling.

"Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." Do you know what this is, folks? This is our 
praise of preservation. This is the Psalms version of where David said, "Now I lay me 
down to sleep, bless God. I wake up and it's only God who gives me safety because God 
loves me and he hath set for himself aside those that are godly." Why? Why? He saved T. 
Tom because he knew T. Tom was going to do an outstanding job during VBS. Did he 
save Sister Maryanne because he knew Sister Maryanne was going to teach those little 
kids and just do a wonderful job during VBS? Did he do all of those things because he 
looked forward and saw these things? He did it because it pleased him to do so, amen? 
And I'm glad that he's faithful this morning, aren't you? And I’m glad that I’ve been made 
to know what the psalmist knew. Eight verses in 45 minutes, that's pretty good.

Let's bow our heads.
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