
What About the People 
Who Have Never Heard 

of Jesus? 
“But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress 
the truth by their wickedness. They know the truth about God because he has made it 
obvious to them. For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and 
sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God. Yes, 
they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And 
they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds 
became dark and confused. Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools.

And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to 
look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles. So God abandoned them to 
do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and 
degrading things with each other’s bodies. They traded the truth about God for a lie. 
So they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, 
who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen.” (Rom. 1:18-25)


God reveals Himself to all people through General Revelation. 

All people have chosen to reject God. 

“Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that they know his law when 
they instinctively obey it, even without having heard it. They demonstrate that God’s 
law is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts either accuse them 
or tell them they are doing right.” (Rom. 2:14-15)


 “As the Scriptures say, ‘No one is righteous— not even one. No one is truly wise; no 
one is seeking God. All have turned away; all have become useless. No one does 
good, not a single one.’” (Rom. 3:10-12)


Our condemnation is not based on our rejection of the Gospel, 
but it is based on the fact that we are sinners. 

“But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the 
requirements of the law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets 



long ago. We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is 
true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are. For everyone has sinned; we all 
fall short of God’s glorious standard. Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his 
sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our 
sins.” (Rom. 3:21-24)


God has made a way for all people to be made right with God. 

All people can learn about Jesus through Special Revelation. 

God’s word. 

Visions. 

Christ followers telling them about Jesus. 

“For ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ But how can they call 
on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if 
they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone 
tells them? And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the 
Scriptures say, ‘How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good 
news!’” (Rom. 10:13-15)


