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THE FIFTH AND SIXTH SEAL, REVELATION 6:9-17 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles, please, to the book of Revelation, chapter 6.  We’re going to read 
verses 9 through 17.   

“9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain 
for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 and they cried with a loud voice, 
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto 
them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their 
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 

“12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the 
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 13 and the stars of heaven 
fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty 
wind. 14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. 15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the 
rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, 
hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 16 and said to the mountains and 
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb: 17 for the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” 

Now chapter 5 revealed to us that Jesus Christ has received all authority in heaven and in earth.  
He sits with His Father, in the Father’s throne, and He is now revealing and executing the 
decrees of God contained in the scroll that is sealed with the seven seals.   

We saw last week that immediately upon His ascension and His enthronement, Jesus began to 
open the seals of the book of God’s decrees, and as He opened the first four seals, the four 
horsemen of the Apocalypse were revealed, which is spoken of in Revelation chapter 6, verses 1 
through 8.  These four horsemen of the Apocalypse represent the evil that is going to occur on 
the earth during the current age in which we live.   

Satan, and his human agents who carry out his will, are going to set up a kingdom in opposition 
to Christ’s kingdom.  These four horsemen represent the kind of evil that Christ allows Satan and 
his people to carry out in this age, and even though Satan means his work for evil, Christ is going 
to limit their ability to carry out what they desire, and use it for good, to bring punishment upon 
the wicked, and to bring salvation and sanctification to His elect.   

The white horse, we saw, represents the wicked desire that evil men have to conquer other men, 
economically, politically, militarily, and spiritually.  Evil men seek to rise up and to rule the 
world and establish by conquest a kingdom that stands in opposition to the kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Evil men go forth conquering and to conquer through the use of any means that 
they can in order to subjugate people underneath them.  Everywhere we look through the 



centuries and across the globe, somebody is trying to conquer someone in some way for some 
evil purpose.  Christians, especially, have been tyrannized and oppressed by the wicked from the 
time of Christ, and will be until the time that Christ returns.   

We then saw that the red horse represented war and the consequent slaughter that this tyranny 
produces.  Conquest is often achieved by means of war, and war has characterized the earth since 
the time of Christ, and will continue to characterize it until Christ returns.  Men will continue to 
kill one another until the second coming; and it is only when the Prince of Peace comes that 
world peace is ever going to be achieved.  The thief comes not but for to kill and to steal and to 
destroy, and war is the primary means through which the destructive work of Satan is achieved.   

We then saw that the black horse represented famine.  This age is one that is marked by scarcity, 
and most people have lived at a subsistence level in which the basic needs of life have barely 
been met.  Economic hardship and lack of material security has been the condition of the vast 
majority of people in general, and of Christians in particular in this age.  Scarcity always will be 
our condition until the time that Christ returns.  The oppression of conquerors, and the ravages of 
war, have left most people with severely limited resources.  Equality of wealth and universal 
abundance will only exist when Jesus Christ returns to this earth. 

We finally saw that the pale horse represented death and hell.  Death is the universal outcome for 
every person as a result of Satan’s work in the Garden of Eden, and hell is the destiny of all of 
those who reject Jesus Christ.  Satan has a whole array of methods for taking the lives of men—
war and famine and disease and the beasts of the earth.  We saw that about 200,000 people die 
every single day around the globe.  The pale horse is always riding to reap his prey and to fill the 
graveyards of the earth. 

So these are the four evil elements that characterize the age between the first and the second 
coming of Christ.  This age is going to be characterized by conquest, by war, by famine, and by 
death, which is followed by hell.  This is the aggressive active work of Satan that is being carried 
out in the world, in opposition to Jesus Christ and His people.   

Satan would use these four evil elements to destroy believers from off the face of the earth, if he 
could.  But of course, he cannot.  Not only have Christ’s people survived under these four evil 
horsemen of the Apocalypse, they have multiplied and spread over the entire globe, and they 
have penetrated into every single country of the earth.   

Now this survey of these first four seals that we explored in depth last week leads us to the last 
two seals mentioned in this chapter—the fifth and the sixth seals, which are spoken of in verses 9 
to 17—and we want to examine them together this morning.   

So in the first place then this morning, let us consider together the fifth seal opened.  The fifth 
seal is recorded in verses 9 to 11.  Let us read them: “9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I 
saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony 
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which they held: 10 and they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes 
were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little 
season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, 
should be fulfilled.” 

Now the first four seals set before us the decrees of God regarding what He will allow Satan to 
do and how the people who serve Satan will act, and the impact that these actions will have upon 
humanity in general.  But now with the fifth seal, we see how these four horsemen of the 
Apocalypse have affected the believers in particular.  What we see is that this age and the work 
of these four horsemen has been one of persecution against Christians.   

We read in verse 9 that these souls in heaven have been slain.  They didn’t just die, they were 
slain.  And why were they slain?  Well, because of the hatred that the four horsemen have against 
Christianity.  Notice verse 9 says, “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar 
the souls of them that were slain”—notice—“for the word of God, and for the testimony which 
they held.”   

So we see from verse 9 that these Christians that were slain under the regime of the four 
horsemen were slain for the word of God; that is, they were slain for preaching the word of God 
and for holding forth its truth and for proclaiming its message before the world.  The world hates 
the preaching of the truth and it hates being told that there is a God to whom they must submit.   

But they were slain, not only for the word of God, but also for the testimony which they held; 
that is, as they told of how God had saved them from their sins and how they had been 
transformed by His grace.  And as they lived that testimony out by personal submission to Christ, 
and by personal loyalty to Christ, the world saw their lives, and heard their personal testimonies, 
and hated them for it.  The testimony of their lives was a reproach to the wickedness of the 
world.  As they shined as lights in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, the wicked sought 
to do all that they could to extinguish that light.   

You recall that John, the apostle who wrote this book, was exiled to the island of Patmos.  It says 
in Revelation chapter 1 and verse 9, “I John, who also am your brother, and companion in 
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called 
Patmos,”—now here it is—“for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.”  So 
Caesar sought to extinguish the light that John was shedding because he was preaching the word 
of God and bearing witness to his own salvation by exiling John to the isle of Patmos.   

And now here in chapter 5, we see the same thing—the saints being slain for what?  For the word 
of God and for their testimony.  This age has been one of martyrdom.  Vast numbers of 
Christians have been killed for what they taught and for how they lived.  Christians have 
experienced what Christ has experienced, which is murder at the hands of wicked men, simply 
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because they served and followed Christ, and simply because they urged other people to do so as 
well.  They were slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held.   

So when you preach the word of God and when you live out the will of God in your life, expect 
hatred and be prepared for martyrdom.  This martyrdom that these Christians experienced was 
not meaningless.  And ironically, for the four horsemen, their persecution of the believers only 
serves to spread and to expand the kingdom.  The murder of Jesus forms the whole basis for the 
kingdom.  We saw this back in chapter 5, verses 9 and 10.   

Remember back in chapter 5, verses 9 and 10—what did the murder of Jesus accomplish?  Well, 
it says they sang a new song, “Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation; 10 and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on 
the earth.”   

And so the redemption of Christ and the rule of Christ and the spread of Christianity throughout 
the whole world was established and brought to pass by people who were acting like these four 
horsemen, murdering Jesus.  And then, not having learned their lesson, they go along and they 
murder the Christians.   

You remember the martyrdom of Stephen in Acts chapter 7, and how his murder wound up 
spreading the gospel throughout all of Asia.  It says in Acts 8 and verse 4 that as a result of the 
persecution, they were scattered abroad and went everywhere, preaching the word.  So this 
martyrdom only serves, not to extinguish the light of the word of God and their testimony, 
instead, it simply serves to spread it. 

Furthermore, this martyrdom did not destroy those who were martyred, it merely promoted them 
to heaven, where they await reunion with their resurrected bodies at the second coming.  These 
souls are fully conscious and aware of what has occurred to them on earth.  They know in 
heaven, they were unrighteously murdered on the earth.  They also know that God is a God of 
justice, and though their murderers did not receive punishment for their wicked deeds on earth, 
yet they know that they will receive it eventually.   

But the question is, When will the wicked who persecuted the martyred Christians be brought to 
justice?  God promised, you recall, in Romans chapter 12 and verse 19, “Vengeance is mine; I 
will repay, saith the Lord.”  And if that is the case, and it certainly is the case, the question then 
arises, When is that vengeance going to be accomplished?  When are those who have been 
wickedly murdered going to be vindicated and their murderers properly dealt with?   

Unexecuted justice is a trial to the soul, and it is a grief to the spirit, and we chafe when we see 
the wicked go unpunished for their wicked deeds for decades and decades and decades.  It sorely 
tries our patience, and it tempts us to want to avenge ourselves for the evil that is done to us.  
Every saved soul has a keen interest in justice being carried out and wrongs being made right.  
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And so the souls in heaven ask the Father, How long is it going to be before justice is served?  
Notice verse 10: “And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?”   

Now notice the titles they give to God in their appeal to God.  They call him holy.  “How long, O 
lord, holy and true.”  And this is an appeal to His sinless character, which cannot tolerate sin in 
His universe, and therefore must destroy all evil out of that universe. 

And then they call him true.  “How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge.”  And this is 
an appeal to the truthfulness of His character that requires Him to keep His promises because He 
cannot lie.  He has promised to repay every sin with vengeance and with justice, and His 
truthfulness will not let Him fail to keep that promise.   

And so these souls in heaven remind God of His holiness, and they remind God of His 
truthfulness, and they ask God how long it will be before God will exercise His justice and keep 
His promise to the saints who have suffered for His name’s sake.  They are calling upon God to 
vindicate His name and to vindicate His truth and to vindicate His people by reversing the 
sentence of condemnation and rejection that was passed upon them by the four horsemen.   

God replies to this cry for justice and the vindication of the name of His people in verse 11.  It 
says: “And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should 
be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”   

Now the first thing He says to them in reply to their plea for justice regarding the wickedness 
that was done to them is that He gives them reassurance of their personal righteousness and His 
recognition of their righteousness by giving to each of them a white robe.  By this act of giving 
to them a white robe, Jesus is telling them that He has already passed judgment as to their 
righteousness, and by implication, the wickedness of those who harmed them and who 
persecuted them.  The white robe is the pledge of God that they will be vindicated when the 
matter is finally dealt in the court of God’s justice. 

But He also tells them that the time for their public vindication is not yet.  They must be patient a 
little longer and rest in the fact that the outcome has already been determined, though the 
accomplishment is not yet achieved.  And the reason they must wait is that there are many 
martyrs yet to come, and many saints must be unjustly killed, just as they were.  And when the 
full number of persecuted and martyred saints are gathered in, then will come the final judgment 
when justice will be done and the saints will be vindicated before the whole world, and the 
wicked will be utterly condemned.   

Now what God is telling them and us here in verse 11 is absolutely stunning.  Notice verse 11: 
“And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should 
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rest yet for a little season,”—now here it is—“until their fellow servants also and their brethren, 
that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”   

Now what God says to these saints in heaven in the plainest of terms is that He knows that the 
wicked are killing His people.  He knows that they will continue to kill a lot more of His people 
in the future and He does not intend to intervene to stop that killing.  He intends to allow the 
wicked to continue killing believers without interference, just as He allowed these souls in 
heaven to be killed without interfering.   

Now we often wonder at the inaction of God regarding the suffering and the slaughter of His 
people around the world in places like North Korea and China and in all of the Islamic countries.  
We ask, Why doesn’t God do something to stop the slaughter of His people that we read about 
every single week?  Well verse 11 tells us that God has no intention of stopping it.  Now 
certainly God is not causing the death of these people, but He is permitting it.  He is allowing the 
four horsemen to run roughshod over His people.   

So when we suffer persecution, we need to understand that God knew it would happen, and God 
determined to permit it, and therefore, it is no indication that He does not know or that He does 
not care or that He does not love us when it occurs and He allows it to occur.  The purpose of this 
fifth seal is to show suffering saints the safety and the security and the comfort that the martyrs 
enjoy in heaven, and to tell them that permitting martyrdom is part of the plan of God, and that 
the punishment of those who martyr them is the promise of God.  But that promise will be 
fulfilled later, and not now.   

And what all of this is designed to do is to help us to be meek and patient under the unjust 
suffering at the hands of the wicked, because we know that God is allowing it, we know that our 
destiny is in heaven, we know that our vindication is certain, and we know that our sufferings 
will be avenged by God when the time comes for the final judgment, but not until then.  
Understanding all of that helps us to understand and bear up under the martyrdom and the 
suffering that we’re having now, which is known by God and allowed by God for purposes that 
are pleasing to God.  And this is why the early saints could face martyrdom with peace and joy 
and confidence, and this is why we can do so today.  The fifth seal makes us bold and confident 
in the face of persecution.   

You recall Jesus said to the church in Smyrna in Revelation chapter 2, “Fear none of those things 
which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; 
and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life.”  So God says to His church, My purpose in allowing the four horsemen to ride roughshod 
over you is so that you will be put to the test, so that your faithfulness will be proven, and when 
you are faithful to death, you will be given a crown of life, and all the world will see that you 
were genuinely Christians, and all the world will see that your death is meaningless in light of 
the eternal life that I give you.  Your suffering was but for a moment, but you have the far more 
eternal and exceeding weight of glory.   
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So God’s purpose is to allow the four horsemen to ride and ride and ride and ride, the whole time 
between the first and the second coming of Jesus.  And during that whole time, Christians will be 
martyred, and when they are martyred, the gospel is spread through the world as a result.  These 
martyred saints are brought to heaven, where they are told by being given robes that they will be 
vindicated and that their persecutors will be punished, but they need to be patient until the full 
number have come in, the final judgment arrives, and then they will have what they desire, 
which is the vindication of the holiness of God for not allowing evil to go unpunished, and the 
vindication of the truthfulness of God, in the keeping of  His promises that He would exercise 
vengeance against the wicked, and for the reversal of the condemnation that was placed on them, 
by Jesus vindicating them before the world. 

So understand, people, that we must through much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God.  
And this completely blasts into fragments the whole “health-and-wealth” gospel—the theology 
that says, Your best life is now!  We have to endure hardness as good soldiers of Christ now.  Our 
best life is in heaven.  So if you expect anything other than the four horsemen riding roughshod 
over you, you are doomed to disillusionment.  We need to expect that Christ did not come to 
send peace on earth, but a sword, and that we will be hated of all nations for His name’s sake. 

So expect and understand that though you treat the world with kindness and with generosity and 
with love, what you’re going to get back is a great deal of ugliness and hostility and persecution.  
And instead of saying, O, no!  I must doing something wrong; or, God doesn’t love me; or, Why 
doesn’t God fix this?  Understand that this is exactly what is supposed to be happening.  It’s part 
of God’s plan and purpose, and in the end, we will see the resolution of all of these matters.   

We have to be patient until then, and not start finding fault with God, or start throwing our 
theology away because it isn’t producing health and wealth.  Christ never intended for His 
people to be either healthy or wealthy in this life.  All of our health and wealth is in the next.  
And thank God for the degree of health and wealth He does give us now—it’s substantial.  But 
it’s not what we live for, and it’s not what we expect.  What we expect is the fifth seal.  That’s 
what’s going to happen to us in this age. 

Well that leads us to the sixth seal in verses 12 to 17.  Having seen the fifth seal, in the second 
place we want to consider together the sixth seal.  Let’s read together then verses 12 to 17: 

“12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the 
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 13 and the stars of heaven 
fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty 
wind. 14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. 15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the 
rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, 
hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 16 and said to the mountains and 
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rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb: 17 for the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” 

Now when the four horsemen have ridden roughshod over the people of God, and when they 
have done their worst in their rebellion against God all throughout this age, the sixth seal then 
describes their outcome at the end of the age, when Jesus returns to the earth.  For the Christian, 
their outcome will be glorious when Jesus returns, as we have already seen a little bit in the fifth 
seal, but we will see extensively in chapter 7.  In fact, the entire chapter 7 is devoted to the 
glorious outcome that Christians will have when Jesus returns.   

But for the wicked, their outcome will be dreadful when Jesus returns, and this sixth seal before 
us makes that very clear.  The scene that is described in verses 12 to 17 is one of utter terror.  
Everything that the wicked looked to for stability and security, and all that they trusted in and 
worshiped, is completely shattered.  Now he first describes the destruction of the natural creation 
in verses 12 to 14.   

Notice verse 12: “And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo,”—here is the 
destruction of the natural creation—“there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 13 and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, 
even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14 And the 
heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved 
out of their places.” 

Now this description of the destruction of the natural creation is foreshadowed and spoken of in 
many Old Testament passages in just this same kind of language.  For example, in Ezekiel 36, 
verses 6 to 9; in Joel chapter 2, verses 10 and 30 to 31; in Joel chapter 3, verses 15 to 16; in 
Isaiah chapter 50 and verse 3; and in Habakkuk 3, verses 6 through 11.  These and many more 
passages speak of the end of the world in these kinds of terms.   

I want to look at one of these passages, and that’s Isaiah chapter 34.  So turn please for a moment 
with me, if you would, to Isaiah chapter 34.  In Isaiah chapter 34, the context is that of God’s 
wrath being poured out on the nations of the whole earth, not just Israel mind you, but all the 
nations of the whole earth.  Notice Isaiah chapter 34 and verse 1.  It says: 

“Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; 
the world, and all things that come forth of it.”  Pretty universal description there, is it not?  
Verse 2: “For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies: 
he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. 3 Their slain also shall be 
cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcasses, and the mountains shall be melted 
with their blood.”   

Now here’s our verse, verse 4: “And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens 
shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from 
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the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree.”  Now that’s exactly the language that John uses 
here in Revelation chapter 6:12-14.   

Furthermore, it is not just the Old Testament that speaks in this kind of language about the end of 
the world.  Turn please to Second Peter chapter 3.  In Second Peter chapter 3 and verses 10 to 12, 
we have a description of the end of the world, when Jesus comes back, and the language is very 
similar.  It’s the language of the destruction of the physical universe.  Notice Second Peter 
chapter 3, verse 10: 

“10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. 11  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12 looking for and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?”  Here we have the same language of the 
destruction of the physical universe.   

Turn back please to Revelation chapter 6.  Now then, while vivid symbolic imagery is used here 
in Revelation chapter 6 to describe the destruction of the physical universe, this imagery speaks 
of a very real physical catastrophe that will occur at the second coming, in which the physical 
universe will be destabilized and deconstructed and devastated, to the point that men will be 
brought to an acute awareness that the material universe is coming to an end and the judgment is 
about to begin.   

Let me ask you a question.  What is the chief idol of humanity?  Is it not the natural creation?  It 
says in Romans chapter 1 and verse 25 that they “worshipped and served the creature (creation)  
more than the Creator.”  So the people of this earth worship the earth and the creation and the 
universe as their god.  They think life arose out of the natural creation.  They think the material 
world supplies their needs and sustains them through its ecosystems and its resources.  They 
think that the physical laws of nature give their lives predictability and stability.  They think that 
the stars give them fixed points of reference to determine time and speed and direction.   

In short, the material universe is their god, it is their stability, it is their security, and it is their 
savior: We will be saved through science discovering the natural universe and all that it contains.  
And what does God do?  He smashes their idol.  He destroys their object of worship and their 
object of trust.  “Gaia” wasn’t such a great god after all.   

All that they trusted in is utterly devastated and destroyed, and all that they worshipped is 
smashed and ruined.  They looked to science as their savior, but where is their science when the 
world on which it is based is gone, and the laws which described it become void and 
meaningless?  The foundation upon which they stood in defiance against God has literally been 
pulled out from beneath their feet.  And He that sits in the heavens laughs.   
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What impact does all of this have on them?  Verses 15 to 17 tells us: “15 And the kings of the 
earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 
bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 
16 and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17 for the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?” 

The effect this upheaval of creation has on them will be one of total terror.  Every category of 
person will be filled with fear, and neither position nor power, neither possessions nor poverty, 
will exempt the wicked from the wrath of God.  They all, like Adam and Eve, want to hide from 
the presence of God when He shows up, and escape an accounting to Him for what they have 
done.  Adam and Eve tried to cover themselves with fig leaves and hide in the garden, and these 
want to cover themselves with rocks and hide in the caves of the earth.   

They are fully aware that the God they denied is now going to become their judge, and that the 
evil they have done is now going to be brought to account and to be punished, and that the wrath 
of God which they had scorned will now fall upon them.  They never thought that God’s threats 
were real or that His punishment would be executed, but now it’s too late, and they see their 
doom.  The great day of God’s wrath has come, and there is no place to hide and there is no 
ability to stand.  They say, “Who shall be able to stand?”   

The world they worshiped cannot protect them, and the God they scorned will not deliver them.  
They are doomed to suffer the wrath of God forever.  Here is the justice of God, and here is the 
vengeance of God which He had promised to the martyrs under the fifth seal.  The day of His 
wrath though long delayed has finally come, and the blood of the martyrs will now be avenged.   

The counsel of Hebrews chapter 12, verses 25 to 29, is so relevant to our ears this morning, in 
which it says to us: “25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who 
refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that 
speaketh from heaven: 26 whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, 
Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. 27 And this word, Yet once more, 
signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those 
things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot 
be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly 
fear: 29 for our God is a consuming fire.” 

You know, people want to play games and make jokes about God all the time, but they need to 
realize the day is coming when all those jokes will die in their throats, and all of those games will 
seem so stupid to have been played.  The heavens and the earth will be shaken to pieces, and the 
only thing that will remain is the kingdom of God. You need to be in that unshakable kingdom. I 
urge you to bow before and embrace Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, so that when He 
returns, you will be given a white robe and vindicated, and not be crying out for the rocks of the 
earth to fall on you and hide you from the wrath to come.   
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This book is given to us as a warning of the coming day of judgment that the four horsemen will 
experience, and all those who follow them and ride with them.  And it tells us of the blessed 
escape from the wrath of God that those who receive Christ as their Savior enjoy, and the 
vindication they will have in the great day of judgment.  Do not refuse the God who is speaking 
to you now, and saying to you, Repent and be delivered from the wrath to come. 

You know, God is not willing that any should perish.  God wants all to come to repentance.  So 
flee the perishing of the sixth seal and through repentance enjoy the promises of the fifth, and 
thereby be prepared for the day of judgment.  Repent of your sins, believe in Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, follow Him with all of your heart, and you will be saved from all that is in the sixth 
seal.  Well, shall we pray together. 

Father, thank you so much for this book that reveals to us your plan and your decree for the age 
in which we live, between the first and the second comings of Christ.  And Father, we see that 
there is great evil done in this age through the four horsemen, but there is also great redemption 
and salvation for those who trust in Jesus, and though they are martyred on earth, they are 
honored in heaven, and they are vindicated in the judgment, and they are conducted into the new 
heavens and the new earth, which will abide forever.  Father, help us not to love this world or the 
things that are in this world, for this world passes away, along with the fashion thereof.  But 
those who do the will of God abide forever.   

So Father, we pray that we would be found among those who hear the voice of God calling us to 
submission, to repentance, to faith, to obedience, and that we would walk in that narrow way that 
leads to life.  Father, be pleased to save your people from their sins, and use us as instruments to 
call upon them to flee from the wrath to come.  And through our message, may your elect 
become saved.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
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