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[Sunday, June 26, 2016] 1John Series, 1John chapter 2, verses 20-23 – Craig 
Thurman 

 
Our text begins with the same verse with which we ended our last message, at 
verse 20.  We only dealt with this very briefly and therefore we need to come 
back to it so that we can move forward into the succeeding verses of chapter 2. 
 
As we might recall, John had stated most clearly that there were some that had 
been with them, but which since departed from them.  These John calls 
antichrists.   He said that they were not of us.  Does he mean that these 
antichrists were not of us in the sense that unbelievers are not as believers?  It 
could be construed in that manner, but he means more that this.  These 
antichrists were not of us as John and these Christians had been associated to one 
another in Christ as a part of the Lord’s New Testament churches.  John wrote to 
these saints knowing that they had a common ground of fellowship.  That 
common ground of fellowship was the Lord’s church.  John could use the pronoun 
us because as an apostle he had the care of the churches.  There is no longer any 
such apostolic office today.  Those 13 apostles were all that would ever exist.  
Theirs was a special office to the churches that was necessary for that early day of 
church history.  They carried an authority over the churches that no others could 
assume, and they gave to the churches the inspired record of the New Testament 
Scriptures.  Notice, 
 

1Co 7:17  But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called 
every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches. 
 
1Co 14:34  Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under 
obedience, as also saith the law. 
 
1Co 16:1  Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order 
to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 
 
2Co 11:28  Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon 
me daily, the care of all the churches. 
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Re 1:4  John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, 
and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and 
from the seven Spirits which are before his throne … 
 

The Scriptures are clear concerning the local, autonomous nature of the churches. 
Believers at large cannot be identified and addressed, but a church and churches 
can be.  Immediately John moved from the first person plural, personal pronoun 
in the objective case, of us, to the second person plural, subjective case, ye. ‘Ye 
have an unction.’ Unction means anointing.  In the southern vernacular we could 
say, ‘Yall have an unction.’ Or, ‘You all have an unction.’ These saints had an 
anointing together because they were related in that church body.  That anointing 
was not independent like it was in the O.T., but corporate.  As long as these saints 
continued in their relationship together they enjoyed this anointing.  To breaking 
away from them, though it does not have means that they are antichrist, they do 
forfeit what is only in the church, the special presence and work of the Spirit of 
God with them. And we want to consider what this anointing is particularly. 
 
          Καὶ  ὑμεῖς     χρίσμα ἔχετε           ἀπὸ  τοῦ      ἁγίου,    καὶ   οἴδατε    πάντα 
20 ¶  But    ye     have     an unction     from the   Holy One, and ye know all things. 
                    presently possess an anointing 
                            2 times in verse 27 

 
ye, ὑμεῖς, nom. 2ppl. pronoun ye, of su<, thou. 

 
have, e@xete, 2ppl. pres. ind. of e@xw, I have.  

 
ye know, οἴδατε, 2ppl.of oi#da, see also ei]de<w, to see, perceive, know; a 

present understanding so that application might be made, and when 
negated it is not to comprehend and apply; the know how (Mt.27.65, can); 
Jn.8.14,to be able to tell;  

 
Joh 7:28  Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both 
know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, 
but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not. 
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Joh 11:49  And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest 
that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all … meaning, 
you cannot tell how to judge this matter concerning Jesus Christ. 

 
First, we consider the Holy One.  John wrote, you have, from the Holy One, 
an anointing.  The Holy One is the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit.  There is no 
question about this being the Holy Spirit of God. 
 

Holy One, a[gi<ou, gen. sing. masc and neu. of a!gioj; a[gi<ou, is 

qualified with child [referring to Jesus], place, angel, once each, with 
Ghost 39 times, and in 1Jn.2.20 with no qualification, and therefore 
translated Holy One. 

 
Second, we consider anointing.  That these have an anointing, means that 
others do not necessarily possess it.  These have with them a presence and 
working of the Holy Ghost in a select way.  There are at least three ways 
that the Spirit of God can be said to be with men. 
 

o It is admitted that all life is sustained in some sense by the Spirit 
of God.   

 
Job 10:12  Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy 

visitation hath preserved my spirit. 

Job 27:3  All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God 
is in my nostrils … 

 
Ps 104:30  Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and 
thou renewest the face of the earth. 
 
Ac 17:28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as 
certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his 
offspring. 

 
o Next, believers have the Spirit of God in a way that the 

unbelieving do not. 
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Eph 1:13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that 
ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption 
of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. 

 
1Pe 1:2  Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience 
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and 
peace, be multiplied. 

 
o And, Christians/saints have the Spirit of God in a manner that 

believers do not.  This is called anointing. 
 

Jn.7.38  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 
39  (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on 
him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; 
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

 
Did the anointing come upon all that believed, or was it certain that 
believed? 

 
Ac 2.16  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 
17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour 
out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams: 
18  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in 
those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 
 

Does all flesh mean everyone without exception, or everyone without 
regard to their distinctions?  We must always consider these questions 
when we come to the all.  Who is represented by the adjective all?  It 
means all sorts of believers.  The Scripture gives us the interpretation of all 
… sons, daughters, old men, young men, servants and handmaidens.   
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And who are these upon whom the Spirit of God was poured?  Weren’t 
these the ones which composed the present membership of the only N.T. 
church of the Lord which was at Jerusalem?   
 

Ac 2:1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they [We must 
discover who the 3rd person plural pronoun they refers.] were all with 
one accord in one place. 
2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it 
sat upon each of them. 
4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
 

By context, these, upon whom the Spirit of God was poured [synonymous 
with anointing], are the same Christians that had been in chapter 1, coming 
to an upper room, continuing in prayer together, which numbered about an 
hundred and twenty. (Ac.1.15) They had conducted the very first business 
meeting by choosing an apostle to replace Judas Iscariot.  These are those 
who had received the Spirit of God in this way.  It is indefensible to say that 
every believer had received this outpouring of the Spirit of God.  There 
were thousands that had believed in Christ prior to our Lord’s crucifixtion.  
Where were these believers now?  They were not said to have received this 
outpouring. The obvious answer is that those thousand which had come to 
faith in Christ during his earthly ministry were not as yet a part of the Lord’s 
church.  It is really the only conclusion that we can draw.  Only the church 
received this outpouring, filling, or anointing. (Filling is a fruit of outpouring 
or anointing, but is not synonymous with it.) 
 
So we may summarize what we have said so far of the Spirit’s work: 
  

o He preserves all natural life 
o He preserves all spiritual life 
o He preserves that life which is of the Lord’s N.T. churches 

 
Simply enough, without the Spirit of God all natural life, all spiritual life, and 
all of the churches would cease to exist.  
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A. What is anointing?  Anointing dedicates something or someone to a 
special function or office.   
 
1. Jacob anointed a rock. 

 
Ge 28:18  And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone 
that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured 
oil upon the top of it.  (The pillar of stones marked the place where 
the Lord had appeared to Jacob.  Upon these he poured oil signifying 
by that that the place was a specially dedicated place to him. [see 
also Ge.35.14) 
 
Ex 29:21  And thou shalt take of the blood that is upon the altar, and 
of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it upon Aaron, and upon his 
garments, and upon his sons, and upon the garments of his sons with 
him: and he shall be hallowed, and his garments, and his sons, and 
his sons’ garments with him. 
 

2.  The seed of Aaron were anointed to the office of the priesthood: 
  

Nu.16. 28  And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath 
sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of mine own 
mind. 
… 
39  And Eleazar the priest took the brasen censers, wherewith they 
that were burnt had offered; and they were made broad plates for a 
covering of the altar: 
40  To be a memorial unto the children of Israel, that no stranger, 
which is not of the seed of Aaron, come near to offer incense before 
the LORD; that he be not as Korah, and as his company: as the LORD 
said to him by the hand of Moses. 

 
3.  Kings (Jud.9.8) and prophets were anointed with oil thus dedicating 
them to the service of that office. (1Ki.19.15 Hazael; 16, Elisha) both a 
gentile king and an Israeli prophet were anointed.)  The oil signified the 
coming of the Holy Spirit of God upon that one thus anointed.   
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a.  Though oil might not always be used anointing refers to those 
who serve in special offices among men.   

 
Mt 3:16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were 
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove, and lighting upon him: 
17  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased. 
 
Joh 1:32  And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 
33  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with 
water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the 
Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which 
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 
34  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.  
 
Joh 3:34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of 
God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.   

 
Jesus is the Christ of God.  The eternal Son was 
commissioned from eternity by the eternal Father to 
come and be dedicated to this special service of God to 
redeem His people from their sins.  None other can have 
accomplished this work but He.  He is the anointed of 
the Lord in a way that no other man was anointed.  And 
we are anointed of the Spirit of the Lord, not when we 
believe, not when we are baptized, but when we come 
into Christ’s N.T. church.  Here is that special office of 
the the N.T. believer.  Believers outside of this sphere of 
operation are outside of the scope of the dedicated 
services of God through Jesus Christ. 

 
4.  The saints, these are those members which are descended from the true 
church that Jesus built during His earthly minister, have been anointed to 
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the office as kings and priests of God. (This is commonly referred to as the 
priesthood of the believer.) 
 

1Pe 2:5  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ. 
 
1Pe 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal (basi<leion, 

properly, a kingship) priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light … 
 
Re.1.4  John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto 
you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to 
come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 
5  And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first 
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
6  And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
B. What does the anointing of Spirit of God do for the true members of the 
churches of Jesus Christ?   
 
1. The Spirit of God equips those upon whom He comes to the most 
eminent service upon earth. There is no greater office in all of the earth, no 
higher service that can be rendered than in that office of the servant to God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Ac 2.18  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out 
in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 

 
These upon whom the Spirit of God comes are called my servants and my 
handmaidens. Only by the power of the Holy One are we able to serve in 
this capacity before God.   
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Col.3.23  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men; 
24  Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 

 
Who are those servants, but the saints of the churches of Jesus Christ. 
 

Re 1:1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to 
shew unto his servants [those of the seven churches] things which 
must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel 
unto his servant John … 

 
And the sweet Psalmist said it best, and knew the blessing of service to the 
Great Shepherd of the sheep: 
 

Ps 84:10  For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had 
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the 
tents of wickedness. 
 

2.  The Spirit of the Lord shall lead us into all the truth of God. 
 

Joh 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide  
 

o[dhgh<sei, 3ps. fut. ind. of o[dhge<w, o[do<j way, journey + 

h[ge<omai to lead, govern, rule, direct; to lead them in the way, 

to guide their way, to rule their way, to govern their way. 
 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 
 

The conclusion that we may draw from this is that they which 
know the truth of God’s Word best, consistently, and 
harmoniously are those of the churches of Christ. The Lord 
uses His church to preserve His Word and preserve the truth of 
it. (Jn.17.8, For I have given unto them the words which thou 
gavest me; and they have received them; 1Ti.3.15, the house of 
God … which is … the pillar and ground of the truth)  
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3.  The Spirit of the Lord teaches us that truth of God. 
 

Concerning the doctrine of Christ: 
Joh 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 
 

He gives us discernment so that we know truth (if we can 
discern truth we can recognize the lie: 
1Co 2:13  Which things [the things that are freely given to us of 
God, v.12; that are prepared for them that love Him, v.9] also 
we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual. 
… 
15  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is 
judged of no man. 
 

And who is he that is spiritual but he that is faithfully 
walking in one of the churches of Jesus Christ. 

 
Concerning Person of Christ: 
Joh 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, he shall testify of me … 
 

By knowing Christ more we shall become less and less 
vulnerable to the deceptions and lies of antichrists. 
 
              a]llotri<& de> ou] mh> a]kolouqh<swsin 

Joh 10:5    And a stranger will they not follow,  
          But a stranger they should not ever follow … 
 

a]kolouqhswsin, 3ppl. aor. subj of a]kolouqe<w, (be 

careful to be sure that this follows the Received Text 
reading.  Many deviate using a future indicative act. 
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instead of the aorist subjunctive.) many times translated 
follow, but once reached. 

 
but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 
 

Why will they not follow?  Just because they have 
eternal life?  Is that what this text says?  By a careful 
reading of the remaining portion of our Lord’s 
explanation it seems to say that, though there are 
hirelings and wolves He shall save His sheep. 

 
Concerning the testimony of church: 
Joh.16.7 ¶  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you 
that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 
8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 
9  Of sin, because they believe not on me; 
10  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no 
more; 
11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 
 

Through the faithful churches’ upholding of the Word of Truth 
Jesus Christ shall be proclaimed to all the world, and they shall 
be without excuse. 

 
4.  The Spirit of God shall confirm the truth of God’s Word to our hearts and 
minds as we continue to walk in the light. 
  

1Jo 2:27  But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in 
you, and ye need not that any man teach you … 
 

He remains in us as we remain in Him. 
 
Jo.15.5 Abide in my, and I in you … is the order. 
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Anointing in the Scriptures has always been conditioned upon faithfulness.  
King David, after he had committed adultery with Bathsheba stood to lose 
the great blessing that a man could enjoy this side of eternity;  
 

Isa 11:2  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him (speaking of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, upon whom the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
without measure; but are not these qualities what He bestows upon 
the saints by measure in the churches?), the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 
3  And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: 
and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after 
the hearing of his ears …   
 

It was the Spirit of God that appointed David to the office of king of Israel, 
and it was the anointing that made Him fit to serve in that capacity.  His sin 
was brought a breech to the office and threatened to remove him from his 
blessed service to God over Israel. 
 

Ps 51:11  Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy 
spirit from me. 

 
The anointing was removed from Saul and placed upon David because of 
Saul’s rebellion against the Lord.   
 

1Sa 15:10  Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying, 
11  It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned 
back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. 
And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night. 
… 
23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 
… 
1Sa 16:13  Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David 
from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 
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14 ¶  But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the LORD troubled him. 
 

Why should we be confirmed in the truth of the Word of God if we will not 
walk in the light of it?  Don’t misunderstand me on these points.  Obviously, 
the world and believers haven’t the outpouring of the Spirit of God.  They 
cannot forfeit what is not their peculiar blessing.  But the saints of God in 
the churches stand to lose much because of our continuance in 
unconfessed sin.  David went on to pray in Psalm chapter 51: 
 

Ps.51.12  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 
with thy free spirit. (meaning, by thy grace.) 
13  Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be 
converted unto thee. 
14 ¶  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my 
salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 

 
The king of Israel stood to lose the blessed comforter and guide.  And kings 
and priests of God’s churches can stand to lose their blessed official 
standing and service.   
 

1Pe.5.6  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time: 
7  Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 
8 ¶  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 
9  Whom resist stedfast in the faith (being lead and taught of the 
Lord), knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world. 
10 ¶  But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal 
glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you 
perfect (stereoi>, sure, strong), stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

 
5.  The Spirit of God confirms our relationship with the Father and the Son.  
His abiding presence comforts us as His special sons and daughters 
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Joh 14.16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 
17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 
18  I will not leave you comfortless (orphaned, Ja.1.27, fatherless): I 
will come to you.  
 

The Lord would not bring His elect to faith and this special 
service and then abandon them; rather, He makes ample 
provision for their welfare. 
 

To the anointed nation of the earth, Israel, the Lord said: 
De 31:6  Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor 
be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that 
doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
 
The LORD said to Joshua, the captian of Israel: 
Jos 1:5  There shall not any man be able to stand before 
thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
 
David said to his son, Solomon: 
1Ch 28:20  And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong 
and of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be 
dismayed: for the LORD God, even my God, will be with 
thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until thou 
hast finished all the work for the service of the house of 
the LORD. 
 
Heb 13:5  Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 
have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee. 
6  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I 
will not fear what man shall do unto me. 
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1Jo 2:24  Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have 
heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard 
from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall 
continue in the Son, and in the Father.  (Is John saying, 
Continue in that anointing which ye heard from the 
beginning?  This does seem to be the interpretation, 
given our context.)  

 
And Third, the closing statement of our text of 1Jn.2.20 says, and ye know , 
2ppl. present ind., presently know) all things.  The Christians that John 
wrote to, because they had the anointing of the Holy Spirit, knew all that 
they needed of the truth of God’s Word to detect antichrists.  That is the 
context of this verse.  Yet, they did not have the full revelation of the Word 
of God as we have them in what we call the Bible.  In other words, the N.T. 
Scriptures had not yet come together into one volume of a book.  But they 
had all that they needed. 
 
It wasn’t because of 
 

o a superior intellect  
o keeping in touch with members  
o incorporating the church into a business model 
o our closeknit friendship most of the members have to one another 
o the few or the many programs in our church 
o the Bible version we use 
o the historicity or identity of our church with true churches 

 
These, and these only, knew all that they needed in order to detect 
antichrist because of their fellowship with the Father and the Son in the 
truths of that Word that they had been led to, taught in, and confirmed 
upon by the Spirit of God.  That is the only sure means for detecting them 
and their lies.  There are no shortcuts.  It takes time.  It takes patient 
continuance in the Word of Christ.  That means we have learned by 
applying. If we truly believe the Word of God teaches something we will live 
by it. 
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20 Καὶ ὑμεῖς χρίσμα ἔχετε ἀπὸ τοῦ ἁγίου, καὶ οἴδατε πάντα 
 

21  I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye 
know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 
 

know, οἴδατε, 2ppl, pres. ind. of oi#da, they presently knew the truth. 

 
They understood that what John wrote to them was the truth.  It may have 
hurt.  We don’t know but that some of these antichrists had been dear 
friends in time past.  It is certain that they had been of the membership and  
fellowship of this church.  This means that they had been known as our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  We shared our friendship, we taught the 
doctrines, we related to some of the sufferings of Christ.  Then suddenly 
there came as if out from nowhere this wicked and traitorous acts.  And 
what else can be done but to withdraw from them, and mark them, and 
warn others against them. 
 

Jude 12  These are  
 

Who are these?  
Jude 1:4  For there are certain men crept in unawares, 
who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, 
ungodly men, turning (they didn’t start with us like this, 
but they began piece by piece turning …) the grace of 
our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord 
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding 
themselves without fear (in their carnal confidence and self-will): 
clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose 
fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead (dead in the root, and dead 
in the branch), plucked up by the roots; 
13  Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; 
wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for 
ever. 
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21 οὐκ ἔγραψα ὑμῖν, ὅτι οὐκ οἴδατε τὴν ἀλήθειαν, ἀλλ᾽ ὅτι οἴδατε αὐτὴν, 
καὶ ὅτι πᾶν ψεῦδος ἐκ τῆς ἀληθείας οὐκ ἔστιν 
 

          τίς ἐστιν ὁ ψεύστης   εἰ μὴ   ὁ ἀρνούμενος  ὅτι  Ἰησοῦς οὐκ ἔστιν ὁ  Χριστός 
22  Who    is           a liar       but         he that denieth that Jesus          is  the Christ?  
                                              except 
                                               if but 
 

he that denieth, ἀρνούμενος, nom. sing. masc. part. pres. of 
a]rne<omai; KJV, to deny (28), refuse (2). 

 
Notice the charge John brings against these. All that deny that Jesus is the 
Chrsit is a liar! Antichrists deny who our Lord Jesus is.  This is not only an 
unbelief. 
 
Peter denied the Lord and was not antichrist. 
 

Mt 26:70  But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what 
thou sayest. 

 
He denied being associated with Christ, but he was not antichrist for it. It is 
a sorrowful experience, but Christians can deny having associations with 
the Lord Jesus. 
  

2Ti 2:12  If we suffer (obviously by association with Him), we shall 
also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: (deny us of 
what … of reigning with Him) 
13  If we believe not (meaning that we do not stand with Him 
faithfully), yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.  (When 
we strip away all of it, we do not keep ourselves, but He keeps us.) 

 
Peter had said plainly that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the Living God.  This 
is a point that the elect cannot deny.  (Mt.16.16)   
 
In Acts chapter 3, verse 13, 14, Peter and John preached Christ in the 
temple after the healing of the lame man.  He tells them, the people 
present that in their unbelief they had denied Jesus, the Holy and the Just.  
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Some of these will in fact turn in faith to Christ.  But, it is a point that we 
should note, that there were antichrists among them.  Particularly they are 
the religious leaders of Israel.  In Mark chapter 14 the high priest 
demanded of our Lord an answer, 
 

Mr 14:61  … Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?  
 

To which Jesus responded, 
 

62  And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on 
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 

 
And the high priest accused our Lord of blasphemy. 
 

Mk.14.63  Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need 
we any further witnesses? 
64  Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all 
condemned him to be guilty of death. 

 
All unbelief is not a mark of antichrist, though it might be associated with 
an antichrist system, or with antichrists.  But all deniers of Christ come in 
the flesh are antichrist.  Saul, whose name was later changed to Paul, was a 
part of an antichrist system, and no doubt associated with antichrists in his 
unbelief, was a great persecutor of the saints of the church at Jerusalem. 
He gave his consent to the death sentences of some of the saints of God. 
(Acts 8.1) And we know that Lord showed him great mercy.  
 

1Ti.1.13  Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in 
unbelief. 
14  And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus. 
15  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 

 
My position is that the denial of Christ come in the flesh is a sure mark of 
eternal reprobation. I have never known any person who had denied Jesus 
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Christ come in the flesh to come to the Lord. We are instructed when once 
we understand their false doctrine and the persons who bring it, to make a 
clean separation from them.  We are not to have them in our house, and 
we are not to bid them Godspeed. 
 

2Jo 1:9  Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ [v.7, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This 
is a deceiver and an antichrist.], hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 
10  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not [don’t’ receive him] into your house, neither bid him [don’t 
tell him] God speed [greeting]: 
11  For he that biddeth him God speed [greeting] is partaker of his evil 
deeds. 
 

Commandments: 
receive, lamba<nete, 2ppl. imper. act. of lamba<nw, to receive 

or take. 
 
bid, le<gete, 2ppl. imper. act. le<gw of , to speak. 

God Speed, xai<rein, pres. infin. of xai<rw; 5 of 7 times it is 

used as a phrase of salutation: Act 15.23; Ja.1.1, greeting; 
2Jn.10, 11, God speed;  twice it is translated, Ro.12.15; 2Co.2.3, 
rejoice. 
 
Oxford English Dictionary, God Speed, …esp to express a wish 
for the success of one who is setting out on some journey or 
enterprise. 

 
Did we read what it says?  We are commanded of the Lord not to allow 
these persons into our house.  We are commanded of the Lord not to so 
much as to say a greeting to them or we become partakers, fellowshippers 
of their wicked works.  To these that John wrote it could have meant that 
these antichrists were of their family, their friends, and it certainly meant 
their former, falsely professed brethren.  So, what do we do?  We should 
obey the Word of God.  Take the clearest sense of the Word of God and 
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obey it.  Don’t confuse it; don’t negate it with human reasoning; but obey 
it. 
 

He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 
 

John plainly states the truth.  And by comparing Scripture with Scripture we 
learn the peculiar points of their doctrinal and practical rejection of our 
Lord. 
 
22 τίς ἐστιν ὁ ψεύστης, εἰ μὴ ὁ ἀρνούμενος ὅτι Ἰησοῦς οὐκ ἔστιν ὁ Χριστός 
οὗτός ἐστιν ὁ ἀντίχριστος, ὁ ἀρνούμενος τὸν πατέρα καὶ τὸν υἱόν 
 

23  Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that 
acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 
 

hath, e@xei, 3ps, pres. ind. of e@xw, to have, possess. 

 
These may call themselves whatever they will, but it is a lie for anyone who 
calls themselves Christians when they deny the Son. Denial of the Son 
shows that they haven’t the Father either.  Those who acknowledge the 
Son have the Father also.  If the gospel is preached in truth there is no way 
that there can be a believer who does not know of both the Son and the 
Father.  And no man can be saved who has not heard the true gospel of 
God.  That is an impossibility. 

 
23 πᾶς ὁ ἀρνούμενος τὸν υἱὸν, οὐδὲ τὸν πατέρα ἔχει 
 

A textual critical note: the words (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son 
hath the Father also are from Wycliffe.  This clause is not found in the 
majority of the Greek manuscripts or in the earlier editions of the 
Textus Receptus (Received Text).  Theodore Beza and the Latin 

Vulgate, the uncials, x (also called the Sinaiticus) & B (also called the 

Vaticanus) included this.  The King James Version followed the Great 
Bible and Bishops Bible for admitting this clause.  B. M. Metzger 
attributes the manuscripts dropping the clause due to a 
homeoteleuton facilitating a parablepsis.  What that means is this:  
that this verse which contained notable similarities between the two 
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clauses, the clause which was kept and the clause which was 
purportedly dropped, that the transcriber might have easily and 
unknowingly passed it over.  
 
Imagine a transcriber, as he would glance at the manuscript and then 
back to his paper to begin writing again, that as he looked back to 
that manuscript to pick up his place his eyes dropped down because 
he thought he was seeing the same text again, and therefore he 
dropped that final clause, being none the wiser.  So, a homeoteluton 
(a similar ending) was facilitated by a parablepsis (a looking off to the 
side).  
 

This verse, in its entirety is a restatement of the last statement of the 
previous verse, He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 
 
There is no true faith which denies the Son or the Father.  No one who 
denies the Father or the Son has life.  That is totally inconceivable.  The very 
truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ demands a faith which proceeds upon 
this very foundation.  In the gospel we must be instructed to the truth of 
the Father and the Son.   
 

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

 
We draw from this text the love of the Father for the elect 
world in Jesus Christ His Son. 
 

Even our baptism reveals this essential truth. 
 

Mt 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost … 

  
The importance of preaching the true gospel cannot be overstated.  There 
is no work of repentance by the Spirit of God without the preaching of the 
gospel.  All who deny the Son haven’t the Father also. 
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We have an anointing. We must abide in Him to continue in this anointing.  
And in this we are preserved unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Will 
we walk in obedience to the Word of God? 

 


