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Exalting Christ in His Majesty as Creator (Psalm 8) 

Please turn if you will to Ps 8. It's exciting for me to study psalms exalting 

the Lord. We won’t be going through every psalm this summer, but looking 

especially at those that help us behold our King, and we’ll be focusing on 

those the NT quotes to apply to the King of kings. The Psalms were written 

3000 years ago, but they're timeless. We saw how timely Ps 2 is last week, 

as the sovereign Son is exalted over nations that rage still. Today Ps 8 takes 

it up another notch of exalting, beyond earthly nations, above the heavens, 

bigger than the universe, Ps 8 exalts the Lord as the majestic Creator of all. 

 

The heading says David wrote it for the choir, Gittith is some musical note. 
1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 2 Out of the mouth of babies and 

infants, you have established strength because of your foes, to still the 

enemy and the avenger. 3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your 

fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man 

that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?  
5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and 

crowned him with glory and honor. 6 You have given him dominion over the 

works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, 7 all sheep and 

oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish 

of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.  
9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

 

Let’s pray. Your Majesty, our Sovereign King, how majestic is Your name in 

all the earth, and how massive is Your glory above the galaxies! Who am I 

in the vastness of space that you would allow me to stand in this place and 

speak for Your Majesty? Help us consider the bigness of the stars You put 

in place, put us in our place today, and help us to consider the heavens and 

how big You are and how small we are, and may that dazzle us that You’ve 

spoken to us, that Your Majesty came to earth in Jesus Christ! What is man 

that You are mindful of us?! We praise Your name You do care for us. Show 

us Your majesty and the dignity of bearing Your image in Your world. Amen 

 

Lawson: ‘Years ago, on the campus of Harvard…Emerson Hall was in the 

process of being constructed. The architect’s plan included an inscription… 

chiseled in marble over the main entrance…professors in the department of 

philosophy decided that the engraving should read, “Man is the measure of 

all things”…professors returned from summer vacation…found the building 

complete, but cut into the stone was entirely different philosophy’1 [Ps 8:4a] 
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10 years ago this summer I stood in this pulpit for the first time. I preached 

from this Psalm, I believe, on a Sunday evening in August as guest speaker, 

and I read this quote from The Supremacy of God in Preaching: ‘people are 

starving for the greatness of God. But most of them would not give this 

diagnosis of their troubled lives. The majesty of God is an unknown cure. 

There are far more popular prescriptions on the market, but the benefit of 

any other remedy is brief and shallow. Preaching that does not have the 

aroma of God’s greatness may entertain for a season, but it will not touch 

the hidden cry of the soul [to God: “Your Majesty] show me thy glory.”’2 

 

Wherever God’s has blessed my ministry since, it’s by helping me to show 

His glory, and as His Spirit especially helps show us Christ more and more. 

I pray you’re praying for me and with me this summer to lift up His name.  

Ps 8 shows us the glory and majesty of God, specifically as Creator, and as 

Christ, we’ll also see. His name is above every name, and notice Ps 8 begins 

and ends with the identical phrase: ‘O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your 

name in all the earth!’ In Hebrew poetry, that marks out the whole psalm as 

bookends and makes clear everything in-between v. 1 and v. 9 is focused on 

that theme of the majesty of our Lord and His majestic name in all the earth. 

  

‘O LORD’ in all capital letters is the Hebrew name Yahweh, God’s covenant 

name as the eternal I Am. The phrase after it, ‘our Lord,’ is a different name 

in Hebrew emphasizing the King’s sovereign majesty, His mastery over us. 

The word majestic emphasizes royalty, nobility, highness, loftiness, power. 

The word name means ‘the nature of the LORD, here probably emphasizing 

his sovereignty over all his creation…majestic…splendid in all the earth’3 

 

1. Majesty on earth (v. 1 ‘…how majestic is your name in all the earth) 

- He starts with that in v. 2 with an example on earth, a newborn baby 

2. Majesty in the heavens (1b You have set your glory above the heavens) 

- He’ll come back to that in v. 3-4: ‘When I look at your heavens…’ 

 

First, The Lord’s Majesty on Earth 
2 Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength …    

 

It may surprise us after reading about God’s glory being above the infinite 

heavens in v. 1 that v. 2 talks about such a small thing, an infant’s mouth?  

Of all the things in all the earth David could have chosen to highlight how 

the Lord established strength, and to prove His majestic name, why a baby? 

Ps 76:4 says to God ‘you are glorious, more majestic than the mountains…’ 
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Or like Ps 29 says: ‘glory thunders…the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars…flashes forth flames…shakes the 

wilderness…’ That’s full majesty, massive mountains, or His glorious voice 

in thunder, tree-splitting power, flame-throwing, earth-shaking strength. It 

doesn’t seem like lips of a newborn quite match the language of v. 1 or 3? 

 

Ps 93: The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed; he has 

put on strength [same Heb words as Ps 8, and what illustration does Ps 93 

give after using those same words?] … Mightier than the thunders of many 

waters, mightier than the waves of the sea… That’s more like it, majesty in 

strength greater than many waters, Niagara Falls, or mighty tsunami waves.  

 

So what is v. 2? The message of Ps 8 has an intentional contrast, the bigness 

of the heavens vs. the smallness of humans. The infinite universe in v. 3 is a 

contrast to infants in v. 2, but life is the first and foremost platform for the 

Creator's majestic display. Mankind is the crown of creation in the image of 

God, not the moon in v. 3. The moon reflects the glory of the sun, but we 

can reflect the glory of God. Stars are God’s biggest creations, but the little 

tongue of the smallest human life is Exhibit A in Ps 8 of His majestic name.  

 

Ps 139 gives a helpful parallel talking about God’s bigness and presence in 

all the universe, but then it highlights His intimate involvement with a tiny 

baby in the womb being fearfully and wonderfully made, intricate weaving 

personally by His Majesty Himself is the language there. The most amazing 

reality to David is that in Ps 139 and here. The greatest miracle of God is a 

human life. God saw all that He had made in creation and it was good, but 

after He created mankind in His image, it was ‘very good’; creation’s apex. 

Every time a newborn cries out, it’s a testimony of God’s miraculous power 

(and the word for babies in v. 2 is used of unborn babies in Job 3:16) 
 

That's why abortion is not just a personal choice, it's a personal challenge to 

God’s majesty. It's taking the crown of creation from the hands of the King 

who personally weaves together and puts His image on every human life.  

It trashes what is greatest in God’s kingdom. When you hear a presidential 

candidate talk about ‘the right to choose,’ think Ps 8:2; is it right to choose 

to silence those His Majesty established to testify of His strength? Is it right 

to rename His treasure a tissue, or trade His image for a golden calf idol of 

choice? The King hears the unborn cries that can silence the enemies of life. 

v. 2 NKJV Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained 

strength, because of Your enemies, that You may silence [NAS ‘make cease’] 
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It may be David thinks back to God’s enemies in Egypt, Pharaoh’s planned 

un-parenthood of all the male babies he wanted to make cease. Out of the 

mouth of a babe named Moses, as a nursing infant floating in the Nile, his 

cries got the attention of the daughter of their very enemy Pharaoh who was 

trying to take out his vengeance on them. God ordained through the lips of 

Moses to establish His strength in the Exodus, making His enemies cease in 

the Red Sea. Or closer to David’s day, the prophet who established David as 

king to make later enemies cease, out of the mouth of young Samuel came 

‘speak Lord, your servant hears’ (so God ordained strength in his ministry). 

Or in NT days, Paul says God’s power is perfected in weakness, 2 Cor 12:9. 

 

These terms for little ones in v. 2 aren’t just for nursing babes, one of the 2 

Hebrew words is usually just translated children, including ones old enough 

to walk, talk, and be outside in the street.4 It’s possible David wrote this as a 

young shepherd after he faced Goliath, who mocked David like a little boy, 

but out of that little mouth came strength: ‘I come to you in the name of the 

Lord…I will strike you down and cut off your head’ (and that enemy ceased) 

 

One scholar sums up: ‘What comes out of the mouths of children…could be 

expressions of a child’s faith…praise…or even cries for help…words by a 

child who appears to be insignificant will be attended to by God in his plan 

to establish strength to silence the wicked, especially if the cries are out of 

pain…He does not need to use powerful people or eloquent speakers.’5  

 

God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what 

is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things 

that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. (1 

Cor. 1:27-29) 

 

Which takes us to the 2nd point, there’s more that keeps us from boasting. 

David continues in v. 3: ‘When I look at your heavens, the work of your 

fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man…’ 

 

This moves from the Lord’s Majesty on earth to Majesty in the Heavens 

v. 1 began with His majestic name in all the earth, then it says His glory is 

over the heavens. His majestic splendor is seen it and superior to it. The NT 

talks about 'glory of the sun ... glory of the moon, and another glory of the 

stars; for one star differs from another star in glory' (1 Cor 15:41 NKJV).   
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John Piper writes: 'Even within our Milky Way there are stars so great as to 

defy description, like Eta Carinae, which is five million times brighter than 

our sun. Sometimes people stumble over this vastness in relation to the 

apparent insignificance of man. It does seem to make us infinitesimally 

small. But the meaning of this magnitude is not mainly about us. It’s about 

God. “The heavens declare the glory of God,” [Ps 19 says] ... untracked, 

unimaginable stretches of the created universe are a parable about the 

inexhaustible “riches of his glory” (Romans 9:23)...The sun of God’s glory 

was made to shine at the center of the solar system of our soul. And when it 

does, all the planets of our life are held in their proper orbit. But when the 

sun is displaced, everything flies apart. The healing of the soul begins by 

restoring the glory of God to its flaming, all-attracting place at the center. 

We are all starved for the glory of God, not self. No one goes to the 

Grand Canyon to increase self-esteem. Why do we go? Because there is 

greater healing for the soul in beholding splendor than there is in beholding 

self. Indeed, what could be more ludicrous in a vast and glorious universe 

like this than a human being, on the speck called earth, standing in front of a 

mirror trying to find significance in his own self-image?...Into the darkness 

of petty self-preoccupation has shone “the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). The Christian Gospel 

is about “the glory of Christ,” not about me. And when it is—in some 

measure—about me, it is not about my being made much of by God, but 

about God mercifully enabling me to enjoy making much of him forever.'6 

 

If you need help with that, v. 3 invites you consider the universe, its bigness 

and your puny-ness, till the only think you can say is in v. 4: 'what is man?' 

If we could join young David after killing Goliath, out of the mouth of this 

little one God showed strength silencing the giant defying the living God. It 

amazed David to think of that, but as he went back to his shepherd boy job 

in the fields, keeping watch over his flock by night, the dazzling stars made 

an even bigger impression on him. No smog in those days, no big city lights 

or perimeter light at all late at night, on a cloudless night David saw more of 

the heavens than we do. He's gazing at amazing starry jewels of majesty.  

 

It all seems huge to him but it's no big deal to God. It’s the work of His 

finger – it’s like finger paint, sprinkling stars across the endless tapestry of 

majesty. The usual phrase is ‘the heavens’ (200x), but this is one time the 

universe is called ‘your heavens.’ This is my Father’s world, the heavens 

are God’s. He says ‘I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers.’  
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That’s what Isa 40 commands us: ‘look to the heavens: Who created all 

these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by 

name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is 

missing’ (v. 26 NIV). 

 

David says the heavens are the works of God’s fingers, Isa 40 says they’re 

like the measure of the span of His fingers, and it says that right after it talks 

about God’s care for little children (v. 11-12). Ps 8 talks about how the little 

ones show God’s strength, then talks about His finger-work in the heavens; 

Isa 40 says ‘the Sovereign LORD comes with power [strength] … he gently 

leads those that have young [NASB ‘the nursing…Who has measured…in 

…His hand, and marked off the heavens by the span?’ v. 10-12]. It’s the 

same dynamic: His strength is seen in little ones and the big universe. He’s 

got the whole world in His hand, the song says, He’s got the itty bitty baby. 

 

Think of how massive the universe is--it’s smaller than God’s hand! God is 

bigger than and beyond the universe, but His strength starts with little ones. 

Ps 8:2 starts with the smallest human life, then v. 3 zooms out and expands 

the picture to remind us how small human life is compared to His Majesty. 

I like how one writer paints the picture of what God painted for us to see: 

 'look up and see the vast sky spread above you like diamonds on 

black velvet. The Milky Way glows like a wide ribbon across the heavens. 

Our galaxy looks like a cloud, but this glow is actually the light of 200-400 

billion stars turning like a giant some 100 light years across...best estimate 

is there are roughly 170 billion galaxies gathered in clusters and strung like 

filaments across space. Now the Hubble Space Telescope gives us a front-

row seat to see the wonders of the Tarantula Nebula, the Magellanic Clouds 

or the collision of a comet with Jupiter. All this is the work of [His] fingers! 

...[Teddy Roosevelt told a friend] "That is the Spiral Galaxy in Andromeda. 

It is as large as our Milky Way...one hundred billion suns, each larger than 

our sun...[then smiling] Now I think we are small enough! Let's go to bed."7  

 

It's a humbling and healthy thing to think about our smallness, and if you're 

not small enough before you go to bed tonight, consider a massive universe. 
4 what is man that you are mindful of him [or 'take thought of him...?' (NAS) 

or a dynamic translation has 'of what importance is the human race, that 

you should notice...pay attention to...' Or another: 'what are mere mortals 

that you should think about them,' or one paraphrase has 'mere puny man'8]. 
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The Hebrew word for man in v. 4 emphasizes mortality, frailty, weakness 

(in keeping with the context of v. 2). The 2nd phrase ‘son of man’ is adam, 

which reminds us of Adam, his earthly nature and origin, that ties into v. 5:  

Yet you have made him [think Adam] a little lower than the heavenly beings 

and crowned him with glory and honor. You have given him dominion over 

the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, all sheep 

and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the 

fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

 

Those are the very words of Gen 1, after God created the heavens and earth, 

moon, and stars, God created adam in His own image and told him to have 

children (like Ps 8:2) and to exercise dominion over the beasts of the earth, 

the birds of the heaven and the fish of the sea. Darwin says we’re made a bit 

higher than the animals, but David says God made us a little lower than the 

angels!9 Gen 1-2 says just a few words, part of a verse, ‘he made the stars 

also,’ but when it comes to His creation of man and woman in His image, it 

takes 32 verses of Gen 1-2. Man is the crown of creation, he’s crowned with 

glory and honor, and elevated about the rest of creation and its creatures that 

are for God’s glory and mankind’s good. This is the nobility and dignity of 

humanity. But sin in Gen 3 entered this domain. Now man may ride beasts 

of the earth in a rodeo for 8 seconds, but that’s not exactly a dominion over 

the bull, or its submission. The news headlines of a gorilla dragging a kid or 

alligator killings remind us this world/we aren’t all we’re created to be yet. 

 

For that, turn to Heb 2. We need to understand Ps 8 isn't just a picture of the 

glory of creation under man, it's a picture of the glory of Christ who restores 

what was lost in man's sin. It's a prophecy of Christ and a dominion to come 

as Heb 2:5 says: For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to 

come [future], of which we are speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere, 

“What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care 

for him? 7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have 

crowned him with glory and honor, 8 putting everything in subjection under 

his feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing 

outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to 

him. 9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 

namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of 

death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

 

This is the gospel from Ps 8. Jesus fulfilled Ps 8 for us so everyone who will 

believe and submit under His feet as Lord, His death brings us saving grace. 
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We still see in creation His majestic name in earth and in the heavens but Ps 

8 isn’t a complete picture if we don’t see Jesus who had to come to fulfill it. 

We don't see everything in subjection to Him yet, but because He became a 

little lower than the angels in His humanity, because of His death, it says He 

is now crowned with glory and honor. What Adam ruined, Jesus restores for 

everyone who repents and relinquishes control to His mastery and majesty.  

1 Cor 15:22–27 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ [that's all believers 

in Christ] shall all be made alive... [Paul sends the end comes when Christ 

destroys] every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until 

he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death. For 'God has put all things in subjection under his feet.' [Ps 8 quote]  
 

Watts: 'Lord, what was man, when made at first, Adam the offspring of the dust, 

That thou shouldst set him and his race But just below an angel’s place? 

That thou shouldst raise his nature so, And make him lord of all below... 

But, O! what brighter glories wait To crown the Second Adam’s state! 

What honors shall thy Son adorn, Who condescended to be born! 

See him below his angels made; [his death] ... a ruined world...to save...  

The world to come, redeemed from all The miseries that attend the fall 

[then its closing words call all to] submit at our exalted Savior’s feet.10 

 

If you haven't yet, come under His subjection today. All authority in heaven 

and earth is given to Him as the risen Lord, nothing is outside His control. It 

says in Ps 8 the Lord's name is majestic in all the earth; Phil 2 says it's at the 

name of Jesus that every knee will bow in all the earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is LORD to the glory of God 

 

Back to Ps 8 and this takes us from majesty in earth, majesty in the heavens, 

and now our 3rd and final points: Majesty Came from Heaven to Earth 

- I've always loved Ps 8, but I love it even more seeing it's about Jesus. 

Many love its general truths, but it's written to help love Jesus more  

- In Ps 8:1 the greatest way we see how majestic the Lord’s name is in 

the earth is by His majesty coming to earth. Peter said of the ‘coming 

of our Lord Jesus…we were eyewitness of his majesty’ (2 Pet 1:16). 

- Ps 8:1 says God set His glory higher than the heavens, in the gospel 

heavenly hosts say when the Lord came from heaven to earth ‘Glory 

to God in the highest!’ This is the highest and greatest display ever 

of God’s glory, His Majesty Himself came from the heavens to earth.  

Jesus died and rose not just above the heavens,  Eph 1:21 says 'in the 

heavenly places [Jesus is] far above all...dominion, and every name 

that is named...And he put all things under his feet' (quoting Ps 8:6) 
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- 1000 years after David wrote, other shepherds in Bethlehem fields  

also kept over flocks by night. It was a starry night like Ps 8, as they 

looked at the heavens they saw something brighter and bigger than  

moon or stars David saw: an angel announces a greater fulfillment of 

Ps 8: unto you...in the city of David...a Savior who is Christ the Lord. 

- Like v. 2 out of the mouth of a babe in a manger, God’s strength was  

established. In Mt 21 religious leaders told Jesus to shush toddlers in 

the temple singing Hosanna. Jesus said have you never read, 'From 

the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise?' v. 16 NIV 

- He says haven't you read in your Psalms? It's right for the children to 

praise me, because Ps 8 is about me, I'm the 'you' David's speaking to 

- The 'you' in Ps 8 is Jesus, He's the Lord, our Lord kids are to praise 

- By quoting Ps 8:2, Jesus also identifies those religious leaders as the 

enemies of the Lord this will still, silence (and they had no response, 

and by the end of that section Mt 22:46 says they were all silenced) 

 

By way of application, do we view children as Jesus did? Do we see them 

as in the way, or as a God-ordained way to establish the Majesty of the One 

who loves the little children who praise Him? The disciples thought babies 

or toddlers shouldn't be around while Jesus taught, but He said 'let the little 

children come, do not forbid them, for such is the kingdom...' Kids belong in 

the kingdom, according to King Jesus who taught the littlest are the greatest 

in the kingdom spiritually. More than once He held up a small child to men 

who thought they're big stuff, to say you need humble simple childlike faith. 

  

Every time we hear the noise of tiny tots in church, we should be reminded 

of this, and to give glory to God. What comes out of the mouths of babes is 

to remind us miracles still happen, there's life among us and growth. God 

ordains and establishes His strength through weakness and dependency, and 

those who see themselves that way spiritually. A kid making a joyful noise 

to the Lord pleases Him more than a stodgy adult. One says Ps 8 ‘should be 

a huge encouragement to young mothers who spend their days wiping 

noses, cleaning up spills, folding little hands before meals, and singing 

songs while changing diapers. Step back and see the big picture: God is 

making his name majestic in this world through you. God is establishing his 

strength in the world through your children as they learn to praise him.’11  

 

And may be this be an encouragement to VBS workers, all serving children.  

And kids of the King, out of your mouth can come great strength. And any 

adults feeling small, unimportant, weak, His power is perfected in weakness 
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In Ps 8:4 the very word for man, what is man, emphasized weakness. Jesus 

took on the weakness of humanity to prove, as it says, God is mindful of us. 

David asks what is…the son of man that you care for him [NKJV You visit 

him]? Jesus answers by taking on not just the nature of man, but the name 

‘the son of man’ as His own most common self-designation. As son of man 

He identifies with us, illustrates His care for us, intimates it by visiting us. 

The gospel of Luke begins with ‘Blessed be the Lord…for he has visited…’ 

(Lk 1:68) and in his miracles they said ‘God has visited his people!’ (7:16)  

 

David asks what is man, but of Jesus they ask what manner of man is this, 

that even the winds and the sea obey him? (Mt 8:27 KJV). All things under 

Jesus in v. 6 included nature, the demonic creatures, as well as beasts like v. 

7 like a beast of burden under Him Palm Sunday). Literal cattle may have 

been lowing under Him as He was born, and spiritually His sheep are under 

His care. Birds are under His control, like a rooster crowing exactly when 

Peter denied Jesus. Jesus said not a single sparrow ever falls to the ground 

apart from His will. The fish of the sea of Galilee were under His sovereign 

rule, all on one side of a boat to be caught all at once, or to swallow a coin 

so St. Peter can pay his taxes! v. 8 ends whatever passes through the paths 

of the sea under His feet; Jesus walked on water, making the sea His path!  
[Jesus rules and will let us rule with Him in Rev 20-22) 

We say O Lord, our Lord Jesus, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

- David said the universe is the work of the Lord’s fingers and Jesus is 

the One who created it by His hand (Jn 1:2-3, Heb 1:2-8, Col 1:16) 

- As a man He said His miracles were ‘by the finger of God,’ Lk 11:20 

- The universe is like the span of the Lord’s hand, He is more massive 

and majestic, and the Lord Jesus says to His people that same hand is 

holding them, and no one and nothing can us snatch out of that hand! 

- The same Lord making sure not one of those massive stars is missing 

and knows them all by name, He also keeps track of little ones on a 

microscopic planet in a tiny solar system and knows us by name and 

knows us better than we know us, and numbers the hairs on our head! 

- O Lord our O Lord Jesus, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea, Creation's revealing Your majesty … 

Indescribable, uncontainable, You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name 

Incomparable, unchangeable, You see the depths of my heart and You love me the same!12 

 

Moon and stars make us feel small but also show how big His love is: Ps 

136 'Give thanks to the Lord of lords, For His lovingkindness is everlasting 

...To Him who made the heavens with skill…The moon and stars to rule by 

night…His lovingkindness is everlasting’ (NAS). O Lord, our Lord Jesus… 
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