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James 3:2-10 2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, 
the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. 3  Behold, we put 
bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole 
body. 4  Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of 
fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the 
governor listeth. 5  Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great 
things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 6  And the tongue is a fire, 
a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole 
body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 7  For 
every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is 
tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: 8  But the tongue can no man tame; it is 
an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9  Therewith bless we God, even the Father; 
and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. 10  Out of 
the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought 
not so to be. !
2a For in many things we offend all. !
Offend (ptaiō): to trip, that is (figuratively) to err, sin, fail (of salvation), to fall, offend, 
or  stumble.  !
James establishes all (including himself) upon the same footing. We all offend, that is, 
we all sin. Not just in words, as is the example given here, but in lots of ways. !

Proverbs 20:9  Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my 
sin? !
Ecclesiastes 7:20  For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, 
and sinneth not. !
Isaiah 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, 
have taken us away. !

2b If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle 
the whole body. !
James addresses his command in the previous passage. !

James 3:1  My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the 
greater condemnation. !
Gill on verse 2: “and now this is given as a reason why persons should not be 
anxious of teaching others, since in many instances, in common speech and 
conversation, men are apt to offend, and much more in a work which requires a 
multitude of words; or why men should be careful how they charge, censure, and 
reprove others, in a rash, furious, and unchristian manner; since they themselves are in 
the body, and may be tempted, and are attended with many infirmities, slips, and falls 
in common life.” !
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Jesus condemns the man who teaches without controlling his words. !
Matthew 18:6-9 6  But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in 
me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and 
that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7  Woe unto the world because of 
offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the 
offence cometh! 8  Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and 
cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather 
than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. 9  And if thine eye 
offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life 
with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. !

(Note that the following verses in chapter 18 include the rule for discipline within the 
church: that those who offend others should always be given an opportunity to be 
restored.) !
Religion in general, or specifically preaching, requires self-control, but unregenerate do 
not have the capability for holy or righteous self-control. Like all other truly good things 
in men, God gives the gift of the Holy Sprit, which produces the fruit of self-control. !

Galatians 5:22-23 22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23  Meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law. !

The redeemed child of God, though having the gift, must exercise it to bring (show) 
forth the fruit as God intended and proceed through sanctification (growing in grace) 
unto perfection. James is again revealing the interdependency of faith and works and 
the dependency of the elect child of God upon God for any good work. !

Psalm 19:12b-14 12b …cleanse thou me from secret faults. 13  Keep back thy 
servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then 
shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression. 14  Let the 
words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy 
sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. !
1 Corinthians 9:27  But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: 
lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
castaway. !
Hebrews 13:20-21 20  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, 21  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. !

No one is perfect outside of Jesus Christ. 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James now focuses upon the tongue and gives a few examples of small things that guide 
large creatures and creations. !
Bits and horses:  !
3 Behold , we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn 
about their whole body.  !

James 1:26  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his 
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. !
Psalms 39:1-5 1  I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my 
tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me. 2  I 
was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good; and my sorrow was stirred. 3  
My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake 
I with my tongue, 4  LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, 
what it is; that I may know how frail I am. 5  Behold, thou hast made my days as an 
handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state 
is altogether vanity. Selah.  !

Ships and rudders. !
4 Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce 
winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the 
governor listeth .  !
Fire and tinder. !
5-6 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things . Behold , how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth ! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so 
is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on 
fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.  !
Jesus, responding to the accusations of the Pharisees, condemned them for their evil 
speech (saying Jesus was casting out demons by the power of Beelzebub), because their 
mouths spoke what was in their hearts. !

Matthew 12:34-37 34  O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 35  A good 
man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man 
out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. 36  But I say unto you, That every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 37  
For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned. !

Example: the Chicago fire of 1871 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Creatures and mankind. !
7-8 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in 
the sea, is tamed , and hath been tamed of mankind : But the tongue can no 
man tame ; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  !
Jesus, responding to the accusations of the scribes and Pharisees, emphasized the 
importance of the heart. The nature of the heart will change the nature of the speech. !

Matthew 15:7-11 7  Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8  This 
people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with 
their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9  But in vain they do worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 10  ¶And he called the multitude, and 
said unto them, Hear, and understand: 11  Not that which goeth into the mouth 
defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.  !
Matthew 15:15-20 15  Then answered Peter and said unto him, Declare unto us this 
parable. 16  And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without understanding? 17  Do not ye yet 
understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and 
is cast out into the draught? 18  But those things which proceed out of the 
mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. 19  For out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies: 20  These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with 
unwashen hands defileth not a man. !

James’ message is the same: if there is no change in the heart, there will be no change in 
the tongue, and man is unable to tame his tongue without some outside control. !
9-10 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, 
which are made after the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth 
proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to 
be .  !
Neither to they have to be because God has given us a new heart and a new spirit in 
regeneration.  !

Ezekiel 36:26-27 26  A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an 
heart of flesh. 27  And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. !
Ephesians 4:29-32 29  Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister 
grace unto the hearers. 30  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption. 31  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 32  
And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 
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