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Introduction- 
 
This week as  you all know the world 
acted like the world. Predictably in 
these evil days, the United States 
Supreme Court, by a 5-4 margin, 
decided to impose the evil of 
homosexual “marriage” on all 50 
states. The Oregonian Newspaper 
reported: 
 

“On Friday, the United States 
Supreme Court made a 5-4 ruling in 
favor of legalizing same-sex marriage 
across the entire United States.  In a 
nutshell, the Supreme Court decision 
in the case of Obergefell 
v. Hodges said the 14th Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution makes gay 
marriage a protected, constitutional 

right. Though the whole court wasn't 
on board, the implications of the 
ruling are major…. In honor of this 
moment in history, the White House 
joined three other American 
landmarks -- the Empire State 
Building, Disney World and Niagara 
Falls -- in lighting up part of its 
facade in rainbow hues to celebrate 
marriage equality.”   

 
Some of the comments at this article 
included: 
 
"the good Lord did not smite you" 
 
“No locusts, no meteors.... Let the 
good times roll!!!” 
 
Those kind of mocking statements 
hearken our thoughts to Peter’s words- 
 
2 Peter 3:1-4  This is now the 
second letter that I am writing to 
you, beloved. In both of them I am 
stirring up your sincere mind by 
way of reminder,  (2)  that you 
should remember the predictions 
of the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and 
Savior through your apostles,  (3)  
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knowing this first of all, that 
scoffers will come in the last days 
with scoffing, following their own 
sinful desires.  (4)  They will say, 
"Where is the promise of his 
coming? For ever since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things are continuing 
as they were from the beginning of 
creation." 

 
This morning I want to do two things. 
First, I want to remind us what God’s 
Word says about all of this because 
there are more and more signs that 
professing “Christian” churches and 
organizations are compromising here 
and we can expect more pressure to 
compromise truth ourselves. That 
pressure can be overt or very subtle. 
The worst pressure perhaps comes 
almost without notice – that we might 
begin to “normalize” wickedness in 
our thinking through constant exposure 
to it so that one day we find ourselves 
accepting of it. 
 
Second, I want to point us all to a very 
important doctrine of Scripture: 
judgment begins with the household of 
God, by which we can all be 
encouraged in these dark days.  
 
I. Fundamental Truths About 
Marriage 
 
A. In the Beginning (Gen 1-3) 
 

God’s design for marriage is crystal 
clear. He created human beings as man 
and woman. This is not some cultural 
tradition – it is the Creator’s design. 
One man. One woman. And as 
Romans 7 adds, “til death do us part.” 
The Bible, including the New 
Testament, presumes this blueprint as 
husbands and wives are given 
instruction, as well as fathers, mothers, 
and children.  
 
Young people – as Christians YOU are 
going to be subjected to increasing 
pressure throughout your lives to yield 
to distortions of God’s design. You 
must not do so. The air of the climate 
you live in is poison and living here, if 
we do not take care to be reminded of 
God’s truth from His Word, will 
certainly de-sensitize us to the real 
wickedness of evil.  
 
B. What God Says About Perversions 
of Marriage 
 
Human sexuality is a gift from God for 
our fulfillment and for our 
multiplication. “Be fruitful and 
multiply” is God’s direction. But this 
powerful aspect of man’s being must 
be kept within God’s plain boundaries, 
or it will break out and cause 
destruction. As the following 
Scriptures show, we must not forget 
that homosexuality is only ONE of the 
sinful distortions of marriage: 
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1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Or do you not 
know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: neither the sexually 
immoral, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality,  (10)  nor thieves, 
nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit 
the kingdom of God.  (11)  And such 
were some of you. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit 
of our God. 

 
The Pharisee who decries the 
homosexual, yet stands in a pulpit 
wearing a holy façade when in fact he 
is an adulterer or a reviler must not be 
deceived. He will never see heaven 
unless he repents and turns humbly in 
faith to Christ.   
 
What else does the Bible say about 
homosexuality? Perhaps the most 
foundational Scripture on the subject is 
Romans 1 – 
 
Romans 1:16-32  For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek.  (17)  
For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, "The righteous shall live by 
faith."   

 
(18)  For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the 
truth.  (19)  For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because 
God has shown it to them.  (20)  
For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of 
the world, in the things that have 
been made. So they are without 
excuse.  (21)  For although they 
knew God, they did not honor him 
as God or give thanks to him, but 
they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened.   
 
(22)  Claiming to be wise, they 
became fools,  (23)  and exchanged 
the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and 
birds and animals and creeping 
things.  (24)  Therefore God gave 
them up in the lusts of their hearts 
to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves,  
(25)  because they exchanged the 
truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever! Amen.   
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(26)  For this reason God gave 
them up to dishonorable passions. 
For their women exchanged 
natural relations for those that are 
contrary to nature;  (27)  and the 
men likewise gave up natural 
relations with women and were 
consumed with passion for one 
another, men committing 
shameless acts with men and 
receiving in themselves the due 
penalty for their error.  (28)  And 
since they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God gave them 
up to a debased mind to do what 
ought not to be done.  (29)  They 
were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. They are full 
of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips,  
(30)  slanderers, haters of God, 
insolent, haughty, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents,  (31)  foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless.  (32)  Though 
they know God's decree that those 
who practice such things deserve to 
die, they not only do them but give 
approval to those who practice 
them. 

 
Man’s fundamental sin is his knowing 
rejection of God. He knows God is 
God and is his Creator, but he hates 
that truth. Wanting to be God himself, 
he suppresses the truth and embraces 
the lie – “I will be like the Most High.”  

The Lord responds in ironic and fitting 
judgment. “You demand to live 
without Me? I will give you what you 
want.”  The result is man being given 
over to his evil desires so that he is 
even judged in his own body. Paul 
points to homosexuality as a prime and 
chief example of this divine judgment. 
Homosexuality, along with the 
abandonment to all other sorts of sins, 
is the product of a debased mind. A 
mind debased by sin – and that sin is, 
once again, fundamentally the willful 
rejection of man the creature to 
acknowledge and give thanks to His 
Creator.  
 
This is the remedy then. The sinner 
must begin by repenting of the lie that 
man is God and God is the creature. 
He must hear God’s truth and believe 
it. That is what happened to those 
Corinthians Paul was addressing – 
such were some of you. Christ can 
wash the foulest and make them clean. 
 
So there are reminders of what God’s 
truth says about homosexuality. And 
here is a reminder for all who willfully 
mock the Lord and defy Him, boasting 
that no plagues from heaven have 
fallen on us. This can be considered a 
direct message from the Lord to our 
President: 
 
Psalms 2:1-12  Why do the nations 
rage and the peoples plot in vain?  
(2)  The kings of the earth set 
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themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the LORD 
and against his Anointed, saying,  
(3)  "Let us burst their bonds apart 
and cast away their cords from us."  
(4)  He who sits in the heavens 
laughs; the Lord holds them in 
derision.  (5)  Then he will speak to 
them in his wrath, and terrify them 
in his fury, saying,  (6)  "As for me, 
I have set my King on Zion, my 
holy hill."  (7)  I will tell of the 
decree: The LORD said to me, "You 
are my Son; today I have begotten 
you.  (8)  Ask of me, and I will 
make the nations your heritage, 
and the ends of the earth your 
possession.  (9)  You shall break 
them with a rod of iron and dash 
them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel."  (10)  Now therefore, O 
kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers 
of the earth.  (11)  Serve the LORD 
with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling.  (12)  Kiss the Son, lest 
he be angry, and you perish in the 
way, for his wrath is quickly 
kindled. Blessed are all who take 
refuge in him. 

 
Now to our second point which is 
both convicting and encouraging 
for the Christian.  
 
II. Judgment Begins With the 
Household of God 
 

The other day one of our blog readers 
made this insightful comment: 
 

I think it's the height of hypocrisy for 
churches to be crying regarding gay 
marriage and saying it ruins the 
sanctity of marriage when churches 
and Christians are sending wives back 
home and telling them to submit to evil 
and to be abused every day...or the 
continual news reports of child 
molestation by church member's, or 
pastors having affairs. 1Cor. 5:12-
What business is it of mine to judge 
those outside the church? Are you not 
to judge those inside? I don't think 
God will do anything to fix this nation 
until we fix what's going on in His 
church. 

 
Her comment really is an exposition of 
a HUGE principle we see in Scripture 
from Genesis to Revelation – judgment 
begins with the household of God.  It is 
vital that we all learn this truth well 
and remind ourselves of it often. Listen 
to it in these verses: 
 
John 1:11-13  He came to his 
own, and his own people did 
not receive him.  (12)  But to all 
who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God,  (13)  who 
were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 
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Jeremiah 15:5-7  "Who will have 
pity on you, O Jerusalem, or who 
will grieve for you? Who will turn 
aside to ask about your welfare?  
(6)  You have rejected me, declares 
the LORD; you keep going 
backward, so I have stretched out 
my hand against you and destroyed 
you-- I am weary of relenting.  (7)  
I have winnowed them with a 
winnowing fork in the gates of 
the land; I have bereaved them; I 
have destroyed my people; they did 
not turn from their ways. 
 
Luke 3:16-18  John answered them 
all, saying, "I baptize you with 
water, but he who is mightier than 
I is coming, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. 
He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire.  (17)  His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into 
his barn, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire."  
(18)  So with many other 
exhortations he preached good 
news to the people. 
 
Matthew 7:21-23  "Not everyone 
who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
the one who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven.  (22)  On 
that day many will say to me, 'Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and cast out demons in your 
name, and do many mighty works 
in your name?'  (23)  And then 
will I declare to them, 'I never 
knew you; depart from me, 
you workers of lawlessness.' 

 
We often think that the Lord’s 
judgment is between the church and 
the world. And so it is. Scripture 
contains many accounts of the Lord 
dealing out retribution to the nations 
for their wickedness. Psalm 2 is an 
example – a warning to the kings of 
the earth.  
 
But the Lord’s “winnowing” – His 
judgment – BEGINS with His own 
household. Without exception, Christ 
comes “to his own” first. He came to 
the Jews, then the Gentiles. And even 
in His first coming He did some 
winnowing, confronting the wicked 
shepherds of His flock. His threshing 
floor that He clears of chaff was Israel 
in Jeremiah’s day and He will effect 
the same winnowing upon the visible 
church when He comes again. Notice 
this in Matthew 7. ON THAT DAY He 
will deal with those who say to Him, 
“Lord, Lord.”  Judgment begins with 
the household of God, you see.  Listen 
to Peter say it – 
 
1 Peter 4:12-19  Beloved, do 
not be surprised at the fiery 
trial when it comes upon you 
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to test you, as though 
something strange were 
happening to you.  (13)  But 
rejoice insofar as you share 
Christ's sufferings, that you 
may also rejoice and be glad 
when his glory is revealed.  
(14)  If you are insulted for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you.  (15)  But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer or 
a thief or an evildoer or as a 
meddler.  (16)  Yet if anyone suffers 
as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in 
that name.  (17)  For it is time 
for judgment to begin at the 
household of God; and if it 
begins with us, what will be 
the outcome for those who do 
not obey the gospel of God?  
(18)  And "If the righteous is 
scarcely saved, what will become of 
the ungodly and the sinner?"  (19)  
Therefore let those who suffer 
according to God's will entrust 
their souls to a faithful Creator 
while doing good. 

 
Franklin Graham warned recently that 
we should be prepared for persecution. 
Certainly that persecution has already 
begun at the hands of this homosexual 
lobby.  Christians have already lost 
their businesses and even face losing 
their homes. There is no question that 
there is a very violent and hateful spirit 

among many of these activists, and 
local churches can probably expect to 
be subjected to coercion and threats 
regarding performing weddings or 
even church membership. All of this is 
wicked and we have every right as 
citizens of this nation to stand against 
it. God will one day judge it, as Peter 
says here in vss 18-19. 
 
Notice however that Peter here, in 
connection with this truth about 
judgment beginning with the 
household of God, Peter speaks of us 
not being surprised by the “fiery trial” 
that comes upon us. What does 
persecution have to do with judgment 
of the church? It is this: 
 

One of the ways Christ 
“winnows” His threshing floor 
now is through persecution    

 
There is a much greater need today 
than a repentance by the world. That 
need is a repentance by the professing 
church. That is to say, a winnowing of 
the visible church. A purifying of the 
church.  
 
This is an evil we should be far more 
concerned with than the evils in the 
world.  Evil within the church - 
 
1 Corinthians 5:9-13  I wrote to you 
in my letter not to associate with 
sexually immoral people--  (10)  
not at all meaning the sexually 
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immoral of this world, or the 
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, 
since then you would need to go 
out of the world.  (11)  But now I 
am writing to you not to associate 
with anyone who bears the name of 
brother if he is guilty of sexual 
immorality or greed, or is an 
idolater, reviler, drunkard, or 
swindler--not even to eat with such 
a one.  (12)  For what have I to do 
with judging outsiders? Is it not 
those inside the church whom you 
are to judge?  (13)  God judges 
those outside. "Purge the evil 
person from among you." 

 
Corruption, falsehood, hypocrisy, and 
sin are widely present in the visible 
church today.  
 
What evils do we see in the church 
today?  
 
1. Oppression and injustice to the weak 
2. Enablement of the oppressors, even 
to the point of covering up for 
pedophiles and rapists. 
3. Sexual immorality 
4. Toleration of sin among members 
5. Arrogance, greed 
6. False shepherds feeding themselves 
7. Perversions of the gospel and of 
Scripture. 
8. Partiality shown to the rich, 
influential 
9. A general refusal to see and deal 
with evil 

 
Peter says that we can rejoice when 
persecution comes upon us and one 
chief reason is because it is Christ’s 
way of threshing out the chaff.  Many 
professing Christians and even many 
local professing Christian churches 
simply need to go away.  You see the 
every same thing in Christ’s letters to 
the 7 churches of Asia in Revelation 2-
3. He tells 5 of them to repent or He 
will walk away from them.  
 
So widespread is this evil in the visible 
church today that we can no longer 
assume that a church is a church, a 
pastor is a real pastor, or a Christian is 
really a Christian.  In fact, it is wisdom 
in these evil days to assume just the 
opposite until proven otherwise.  
 
Increasingly we are seeing and hearing 
from pulpits and from the mouths of 
professing Christians that “everyone is 
entitled to their own way. God loves 
everyone.” You know the mantras – 
“we must not judge.” Yet Paul’s 
warning to us that we not be deceived 
necessarily DEMANDS that we make 
judgments. And the place to begin is 
within the visible church. 
 
Why and how is all of this “negativity” 
an encouragement to Christ’s real 
people? Because as we find ourselves 
so discouraged at times regarding the 
state of the Christian church today, we 
have this certain hope. Christ knows 
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His own. He knows who are not His. 
And He has promised to keep and 
preserve His church and to purify it. 
Those of us who hunger and thirst for 
His righteousness can therefore 
eagerly look to times of persecution as 
times of refreshing from the infection 
of unbelief and evil.   
 
Just think, how much of your time do 
you spend grieving over the state of 
the visible church today? If you truly 
know Christ, then you feel the weight 
of this burden. You feel a righteous 
anger as you realize that the 
accusations of the enemy about the 
hypocrisy of visible Christianity really 
cannot be denied.  You see another 
headline and then another – more well-
known pastors and Christians are 
revealed to be adulterers or pedophiles 
or abusers or swindlers.  The threshing 
floor really is in serious need of chaff 
removal. 
 
And that cleansing is precisely what 
Christ has promised. We can be 
thankful that judgment begins with the 
household of God- 
 
Psalms 1:1-6  Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of 
scoffers;  (2)  but his delight is in 
the law of the LORD, and on his 
law he meditates day and night.  
(3)  He is like a tree planted by 

streams of water that yields its fruit 
in its season, and its leaf does not 
wither. In all that he does, he 
prospers.  (4)  The wicked are not 
so, but are like chaff that the wind 
drives away.  (5)  Therefore the 
wicked will not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous;  (6)  
for the LORD knows the way of the 
righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish. 

 
 


