
1 
 

John 5: 36-40; “The Willingness of Christ”, Sermon #36 in the series – “That All 
May Honor the Son”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on 

June 28th, 2015, in the Morning Worship Service. 
 
 

It is truly amazing that our Lord Jesus Christ, the only perfect Man who has ever lived, should 
have been so despised and rejected by His own fellow-countrymen; His kinsmen after the flesh, 
the Jews.  After all, they were the only people who had received the promises of the Scriptures, 
that they would be sent a Savior.  They were the only people whom God chose to reveal Himself 
savingly to, as a nation, during Old Testament times.  They were the very persons who by all 
rights should have received Him, and welcomed Him, and worshiped Him.  Instead they were 
hostile to Him and they wanted to kill Him.  “He came to His own, and His own rejected Him.”  
We want to look at this; their stubborn refusal to consider Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord.  
We want to learn from them more about what all people are really like in their fallen state.   They 
are unwilling to come to Christ.  But as we take a look at the awful depravity of man,  I also want 
you to take notice of the great willingness of Christ to save the very worst of sinners.  That is 
what this statement of Jesus’ in verse 40 has implied in it.  If men are so very unwilling to come 
to Jesus and be saved, Jesus is not as they are; He is willing. Rather, these words: “You are 
unwilling to come to Me that you may have life”, have implied in them, Christ’s sincere desire 
that sinners might truly awake to their need of His righteousness and His delivering them from 
their sins.  I believe that if we will look closely, we will discover the willingness of Jesus to reveal 
Himself savingly even to these wicked men who wanted to kill Him; that is how great the love of 
Christ is.   There are 3 indications of Jesus’ willingness to save which are found in this passage.  
1st of all – The willingness of Jesus to save sinners is seen in the works that His Father sent Him 
to do.  2nd – The willingness of Jesus to save is seen in His telling them to believe in the Father’s 
witness to Him.  And 3rd – The willingness of Jesus to save is seen in His telling people where 
their real problem lies.   Let us learn from our Lord how to better present Him to fallen people 
around us.  Let us ask ourselves whether we are willing to help, and to minister to the most 
needy of people, and the vilest of sinners.   
1st of all – The Willingness of Jesus to save is seen in the works that His Father sent 
Him to do. (verse 36) 
       “But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me to 
finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.”  Let us 
understand that Jesus, during the whole time of His earthly ministry, was a Man who went 
about doing good in relation to everyone around Him.  His works were a witness to the good-will 
of God the Father toward all sinful people who might come to Him looking for help.  Jesus, it is 
true, was sent first to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, according to the will of the Father.  
But during that time of His 3 and ½ year earthly ministry, even some Gentiles came to 
experience the Father’s mercy toward them through the healing power which Jesus came to 
bring.  Witness the Syro-Phoenecian woman who came to Jesus hoping that He would be able to 
cast out an unclean spirit from her young daughter.  It is recorded in Mark chapter 7, verses 25-
30.  And she had heard about Jesus’ willingness to heal; His ability to cast out demons.  She was 
a Greek, and so technically she was not eligible to receive an affirmative answer to her request.  
But she came to Jesus anyway.  And when she came, she kept on asking, she kept on begging 
that Jesus would do this gracious thing and cast the demon out of her daughter.  She kept asking 
so much, that Jesus’ disciples came to Him and urged Him to send her away, for she was crying 
out after them.   
       Jesus at first, answered her not a word, it says in Matthew 15: 23.  But then she came and 
worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”  And so He said to her, “Let the children be filled first, 
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for it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.”  He meant that the 
Jews as the only nation of God’s people were the children, and that she, a Gentile, was a little 
puppy dog begging for what she knew that she should not have at that time.  This was how the 
Jews generally thought of the Gentiles, as dogs.  Jesus Himself did not really think of her this 
way; He secretly knew that He would help her, but He wanted to test her faith, and tell her the 
truth of the Father’s purpose; that He had come to minister the gospel to the Jews first.  He was 
met with this answer of faith from her.  She said, “Yes, Lord, but even the little dogs under the 
table eat from the children’s crumbs”.  In Matthew 15: 23 it says that she said to Him: “Yes, 
Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.”  And Jesus 
answered and said to her, ‘O Woman, great is your faith!”  “Let it be to you as you desire.”  So 
you see the great mercy of the Father and the Son to this woman.  This was one of the works that 
the Father sent the Son into the world to do, and yet it would be done out of its order so to 
speak; before the Father’s appointed time, to have the gospel come to the Gentiles.  God the 
Father commanded that this blessing would come to this Gentile woman at that very hour.  It is 
placed here to show us that the Father is sovereign in His bestowal of His mercies.  He is also 
good and kind towards all kinds of needy people based upon His purpose of compassion in 
sending His Son, in relation to the exercise of their faith.  I hope that you see that nothing is 
impossible for God.  This work was a witness to the fact that Jesus was indeed the Christ.  But all 
of Jesus’ works were a witness to His willingness to help those afflicted by sin and oppressed by 
the devil, if they would simply come to Him and own Him as their Lord.  
       This is exactly what this woman did.  She came praying and she came begging.  She fell down 
before Him and worshiped Him.  She pled with Him and requested Him to come to her aid.  
Even when at first Jesus appeared to be unwilling, yet He was willing.  Let us understand that 
this is the way that Jesus might seem to be in your experience, when you first come to Him, 
pleading and begging Him to hear your requests; either for ourselves or for someone that you  
love.  You want Him to save them or help them, and sometimes He does not answer you a word.  
But is this any reason to stop asking, or to cease praying?  No, I think not.  He is full of 
compassion to those who will come to Him and own Him for their Lord.  No, you should  
worship before Him; even when the request is not answered right away.  Listen to John Gill on 
this: “The conduct of our Lord towards this woman, and her behavior under it, do, in a very 
lively manner, represent the methods which God sometimes takes with his people, when they 
apply to him in their distress; and the nature and actings of their faith upon him: as she, when 
she first applied to Christ for mercy and help, had not a word of answer given her; so sometimes 
they cry, and the Lord turns a deaf ear, or seems not to hear, and, in their apprehension of 
things, has covered himself with a cloud, that their prayer should not pass through; however, an 
immediate answer is not returned; yea, when others interpose on their behalf, and entreat for 
them, yet no favorable answer is returned, as was not by Christ to his disciples, when they 
besought him on this woman’s account: and yet, notwithstanding all this, as she, and they are 
not discouraged, but ply the throne of grace with fresh suits, acknowledge that the worst of 
names and characters belong to them: that they are unworthy of the least of mercies, and should 
be content with the crumbs of divine favor, but cannot go away without a blessing; they lay hold 
on every word of God, and hastily catch at it, and improve everything in their own favor, that 
faith can come at, and so, in the issue, succeed in their requests: effectual, fervent, and 
importunate prayer, the prayer of faith availeth much with Him.” (End of quote) 
        Let us learn from this to pray fervently and to exercise faith, and bring everything to Jesus. 
All the great miracles that Jesus did were a witness to the fact that the Father has sent the Lord 
Jesus to deal with the very worst problem which every person has – the problem of their own 
sinful heart and actions.  Listen to part of Peter’s sermon to Cornelius and his household from 
the book of Acts, Chapter 10 beginning at verse 36.  “The word which God sent to the children of 
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Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all—that word you know, which was 
proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John 
preached: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”  The 
fact that Jesus was healing people of their diseases, and casting out demons, and even raising 
the dead, was a real proof of His being the promised Messiah.  It was very evident that God was 
with Him.  He was not doing these things to simply show them that the power of God was with 
Him.  He was doing these things to show them that the Father had sent Him to do them good; to 
do them good in the highest and best way, that of saving and healing their sin-sick souls.  He 
sent Jesus to preach peace, which shows us His willingness to save the worst of sinners. How can 
you preach peace until you are able to make peace.  Jesus was not only willing, but able to do 
both because He is the Prince of Peace.  He came to make peace between God and man through 
His dying for sins and for sinners.  Let us always remember the words of John 3: 17 – “For God 
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved.”  These works of our Lord Jesus, done out of love, to the glory of God, were not 
received by the scribes and Pharisees and rulers of Israel with gladness.  They were received with 
coolness and hostility.  There was a reason for this.  Let me explain it to you further in giving you 
the 2nd indication of Jesus’ willingness to save: 
2nd – The willingness of Jesus to save is seen in His telling them that they should 
believe in the Father’s witness to Him in the Scriptures.  (verses 37-39) 
       Verse 37 says: “And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me.” “You have neither 
heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form.”  “But you do not have His word abiding in you, 
because whom He sent, Him you do not believe.”  “You search the Scriptures, for in them you 
think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.”   Jesus says that the Father 
Himself who sent Him testified of Him.  What immediately should come to our minds when we 
hear this is that the Father did testify to Christ with an audible voice at the baptism of Jesus.  
Turn over with me to Matthew chapter 3, and verse 16.   It says here: “When Jesus had been 
baptized, He came up immediately from the water; and behold the heavens were opened to Him 
and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.”  “And suddenly a 
voice came from heaven, saying , ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  Now, 
this incident of the Father’s speaking in audible voice, His stating out loud so that all who were 
at the baptism could hear that He was pleased with His Son; this would appear to contradict 
Jesus’ statement here in verse 37 that those Jews who He was talking to had “never heard” the 
Father’s voice.  But it is possible that those who Jesus was speaking to were not there at His 
baptism that day.  It is also possible that they left before He was baptized when they heard the 
warning of John the Baptist, “Brood of vipers!”  “Who warned you to flee from the wrath the 
come?”  “Therefore, bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.”  “For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham 
from these stones.”   It is also possible that they heard the voice of the Father, but they did not 
really hear it, or assign it to Him.  In other words, they did not really believe it to be the voice to 
be the Father speaking at all. 
       This is probably closer to the truth, for what Jesus is telling them, in the verses that follow, is 
that even though they had the Scriptures, and even though they searched them, they still did not 
believe what was written there.  They still did not understand what it was to come to know God 
the Father through reading them because they did not see that the Scriptures testified of God’s 
Son, the One who was standing before them doing all of these marvelous works.  All of the 
Scriptures testify of Jesus if you have the Holy Spirit.  But the Holy Spirit must give you ears to 
hear the truth and eyes to see that Christ is there in the Scriptures.  But these men were not 
hearing God’s voice speaking to them through the Scriptures, and so even if they did heard an 
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audible voice at Jesus’ baptism, they would not have identified that voice as the Father’s, 
because they did not want to believe that Jesus was God’s Son!  But I actually think that Jesus’ 
statement goes somewhat deeper than this, and so I want you to turn with me to a couple of Old 
Testament Scriptures to make these statements of Jesus more understandable.  Turn with me 
back to Deuteronomy 18, verse 15 – “The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me 
from your midst, from your brethren.”  “Him you shall hear, according to all you desired of the 
Lord your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of 
the Lord my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.”  “And the Lord said to me: 
‘What they have spoken is good.”  ‘I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their 
brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command 
Him.”  “And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which speak in My name, I will 
require it of him.”   
       It is very interesting, is it not, that even though these men who were conversing with Jesus 
had never heard the audible voice of God, as their ancestors had at Mt. Horeb, that they could 
not think back and remember the Scriptures in Deuteronomy 5: 23-33, where this incident is 
related.  It tells of their ancestors having had an experience of great dread at hearing the Father’s 
voice that day.  After they heard His voice they did not want to hear the voice of the Lord God 
anymore because it made them afraid, and they thought that they would die.  And so they asked 
Moses to go to God and hear His words, and then bring back His words to them. Then they 
would do what God commanded.  The Lord thought that their thoughts on this subject were 
good, and so he gave them the promise that I have just read to you about the Prophet that He 
would raise up for them.  He would a prophet like Moses, but He would be an even greater 
Prophet than Moses.  He would be the Savior of the World, the only  Mediator between God and 
man.  Jesus, in the verses that we are studying, is reproving these Jews for not searching the 
Scriptures in the right way.  They searched them, but not in order to find salvation by faith in 
their promised Messiah.  He says that but God’s word was not abiding in them. If they had the 
Father’s word abiding in them, then they would have believed in Him because He was that 
Prophet whom the Lord God had raised up.  They thought that if they just had the Scriptures 
themselves, that they had eternal life; but as Jesus said to them, they testified of Him. 
       They should have also thought back to Numbers 12, verses 6-8, as to how Moses spoke with 
the Lord himself.  Turn back to that passage with me.  “Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against 
Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married; for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman.”  “So they said, ‘Has the LORD indeed spoken only through Moses?” “Has He not 
spoken through us also?” “And the LORD heard it.”  “(Now the man Moses was very humble, 
more than all men who were on the face of the earth.)”  “Suddenly the LORD said to Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam, ‘Come out, you three, to the tabernacle of meeting!” “So the three came out.  
Then the LORD came down in the pillar of cloud and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and 
called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward.” “Then He said, ‘Hear now My words: If 
there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to 
him in a dream.” “Not so with My servant Moses; He is faithful in all My house.” “I speak with 
him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; And he sees the form of the LORD.” 
“Why then were you not afraid To speak against My servant Moses?”  It is this phrase - “He sees 
the form of the Lord” that I want you to think about with me.   
       Here in this passage we find that Miriam and Aaron did something that was not right; they 
spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman that he had married.  Perhaps they 
thought that this was compromising Moses’ testimony.   Or perhaps Moses had not consulted 
them in the choice of the 70 elders and they had felt as though he should have.  Anyway, the 
Lord thought that it was a very serious thing, and He reproved them for speaking against Moses.  
Moses, it says, “was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth”.  One of 
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the reasons for this was because of his experience of spending time with God.  In his times with 
the Lord he was granted the great privilege of beholding “the form of the Lord”.  If God the 
Father is spirit, and the Holy Spirit is as well, then what “form” could Moses have been 
beholding?  I believe that he was beholding the form of the Second Person of the Divine Trinity, 
in His pre-incarnate state; none other than the One who would become our Lord Jesus Christ.  
These ultra-religious men of Jesus’ day searched the Scriptures, but they did not take notice of 
these things that I have brought to your attention, so as to apply them to Him, and thereby to see 
Him as their Messiah.  Why was it that even though they searched the Scriptures that they did 
not see these things or find salvation?  Because, it says in verse 38 of our text, they did not have 
faith in the Christ whom the Scriptures revealed.  Christ was standing before them, and speaking 
with them, and yet they would not receive His words, nor let them abide in them.  He was the 
fulfillment of all that was in the Scriptures concerning salvation, and yet they would not consider 
Him.  O what an awful dilemma!  And yet this is the case as well with many people in our day.  
They have the Scriptures, they even read them sometimes; perhaps they even read them 
carefully.  But they do not meditate upon the truth of them in order to find Christ as their Savior, 
because they think themselves sufficient as they are.  They think that they are accepted by God if 
they are religious, with all of their sins, and failings to do His will.  It is the preceptive will of the 
Father that all men repent and believe in Christ.  But many think that God somehow accepts 
them as they are in their sins, and in spite of their sins.  But God is holy and He must punish sin.  
And this is why Jesus knew that He had to go to the cross.  God wills to forgive those who believe 
in Jesus, not those who believe in  themselves and their own righteousness.  And this leads us to 
the 3rd indication of Jesus’ willingness to save:   
3rd – The willingness of Jesus to save is seen in His telling people where their real 
problem lies. 
       Verse 40 says: “But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.”  Why are men 
not willing to come to Jesus that they might find life?  Ultimately we must say it is because of the 
depravity of their hearts, that people by nature like to make up their own minds about God and 
Christ.  They think that they can come to the right conclusion on their own, without having to 
believe God’s word when it says, “There is none righteous; no not one.”  “There is none who 
understand; there is none who seeks after God.”  “They have all turned aside; they have together 
become unprofitable.”  “There is none who does good, no not one.”  And yet there are multitudes 
of people all around us who believe that they are good enough; just as they are, with their many 
sins, to be accepted by God and go to heaven when they die.  They believe that whatever religion 
they choose to follow is the right one, whether it agrees with the truth of the Bible, or not.  But 
Jesus says, “He who has My word and believes in Him who sent Me has eternal life, and will not 
come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”  You must have Christ’s word and you 
must have Christ Himself enter your heart by His Holy Spirit to save you and to change you.  
You must have Christ’s righteousness imputed to you so that you will be justified in the sight of 
the holy God.  Eternal life is not found in any man by the nature that they inherited from Adam.  
It is only found in Christ, and so every person who would be saved must repent of their own 
ideas of religion and what is true, and submit to the Holy Scriptures which are the very word of 
God.  The Scriptures speak of Christ, and they tell you to come to Him for life and salvation.  
And the Lord Jesus tells us Himself.  “Come unto Me, all you who labor and are heavy-laden and 
I will give you rest.”  “Take My yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”   
       If you have never come to Jesus for salvation, you can come now if you believe that you need 
Him to find God, to know God.  All that He requires is that you feel your need of Him.  “This He 
gives you; this He gives you.”  “’Tis the Spirit’s rising beam”, the hymn writer says.  Salvation is 
not by your works, it is by faith in Christ.  Faith in Christ receives Him.  The exercise of faith, in 



6 
 

itself, it merits nothing; but faith rests its soul on the Person of the Lord Jesus, and it takes all 
that it needs from the provision of grace that is in Him.  But you say, “I am not willing to do 
that”.  No, you are not by nature.  That is your sinful flesh which has you bound to your own 
ideas of God and what He is like, and what He will accept.  But God can change your will, and He 
does so through the word of truth when it is spoken and preached.  You may not have been 
willing up until this very moment, but if these words from God’s word have pierced your natural 
blindness; if Christ gives you eyes to see and ears to hear, you will be willing.  You will be made 
willing in the day of His power.  Perhaps today is that day.  And you should know, that Jesus is 
willing to hear your prayer. 
        
 
 

 
 
 


