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Luke 22:1-34

“And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift 
you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art 

converted, strengthen thy brethren.” Luke 22:31, 32

This passage names two disciples who played notable roles in the hours preceding Jesus’ 
crucifixion: Judas and Simon Peter. During those hours, both were targets of Satan’s assault. 

Jesus warned that Judas would betray Him, saying “the Son of man goeth as it is written of him: 
but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! It had been good for that man if he 
had not been born” (Matt. 26:21-25). “Satan [entered] into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the 
number of the twelve. And he went his way, and communed with the chief priests and captains, 
how he might betray him unto them” (Luke 22:3, 4). 

Jesus warned Peter “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat” (22:31), and 
foretold that Peter would deny Him three times (Matt. 26:34). Peter objected to Jesus’ prediction, 
affirming “though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee” (Matt. 26:35).

Judas betrayed Christ unto the priests. But when he pondered that he had delivered a just man 
unto death, he could not live with himself, and thus committed suicide (Matt. 27:5; Acts 
1:15-20). Three times Peter denied that he knew Jesus. When confronted with that denial by the 
crowing of a rooster and a glance from Jesus, “Peter went out, and wept bitterly” (Luke 
22:54-61).

The contrast in their grief following these events is aptly summarized by the Apostle Paul in II 
Corinthians 7:10: “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but 
the sorrow of the world worketh death.”

Judas was consigned to eternal hell, an event that Peter announced with these words: “Judas by 
transgression fell, that he might go to his own place” (Acts 1:25). Peter continued for years, 
preaching salvation from hell and living in anticipation of everlasting life (read Acts 1-5 and I & 
II Peter). Having suffered Satan’s ensnarement, he warned, “Be sober, be vigilant: because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (I Peter 5:8).

Peter went to heaven; Judas went to hell. Yet both were sinners, and both forsook Christ in His 
suffering. Why was one damned and the other glorified?

1. Christ, the object of Peter’s faith, was not the object of Judas’s faith. 

Earlier, when many disciples were leaving Christ, Jesus asked the twelve if they too would leave. 
Peter answered, “to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and 
are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus answered them, Have not I 
chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? He spake of Judas Iscariot” (John 6:68-71). Judas 



did not leave Christ then, but remained to betray Him. Clearly, he did not believe in Christ. 

(over)

2. Peter’s recognized Christ’s true identity, Judas did not.

Peter proclaimed, “we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Peter was the first to confess, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). But 
the best statement Judas could make after betraying Christ unto death was, “I have sinned in that 
I have betrayed the innocent blood” (Matt. 27:4).

3. Christ prayed for Peter.

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” In Christ’s prayer of intercession, He said of all those 
whom God had given to Him, “I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
hast given me; for they are thine . . . While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy 
name: those that thou gave me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition (i.e., 
Judas Iscariot); that the scripture might be fulfilled” (John 17:9, 12).

These distinctions determined the actions of Judas and Peter. In unbelief, Judas betrayed, seeing 
nothing more in Jesus than a good man. Absent Christ’s intercession for him, he had no desire for 
the Savior and thus no hope when he was tempted by Satan and confronted with his sin. 

Peter faltered amid the fear of the hour and denied Christ, yet believed. Remembering Jesus 
word he wept in bitter repentance, and was restored. Ultimately, his faith in Christ as the one and 
only Son of God, and thus the only deliverer to whom man can go; and his triumph over denial 
are attributable to Jesus’ intercession for him.

“In the hour of trial, Jesus plead for me; Lest by base denial I depart from thee;
When thou seest me waver, With a look recall, Nor for fear or favor suffer me to fall.”


