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Proverbs of Solomon. 

A wise son rejoices a father, 

but a stupid son
1
 is the grief of his mother. (Proverbs 10:1 [DJP]) 

 

Introduction: 

 

I. “Proverbs of Solomon” (10:1 subheading) 

A. Function in Book 

 

B. Short-form Proverbs 

1. What they are 

 

 

2. How to interpret and apply them  

 

 

 

C. Arrangement of Verses in 10—29 
1. This verse (10:1) 

 

 

2. This section (10:1—29:27) 

 

II. Wise Son = Rejoicing Father (10:1a) 

A. The Wise Son 

1. Who he is 

a. Facing God 

i. ________ 

(1) Prov. ____:____; ____:____ 

 

(2) Prov. ____:____ 

 

ii. Devotion (Pro. 3:5-6, 9) 

 

b. Facing ________ in the __________ 

i. He learns what’s in this book (1:1-7) 

ii. He takes God’s word to heart wherever he goes (1:8-9) 

iii. He chooses God-fearing friends wisely (1:10-19) 

iv. He hears Wisdom’s call early (1:20-33) 

v. He diligently seeks and finds God’s wisdom (2:1-22) 

vi. He cultivates love for God and man (3:1-35) 

vii. He learns to live a wise life head to toe (4:1-27) 

viii. He directs his sexual desires toward a godly marriage (5:1-23) 

ix. He avoids character-traps (6:1-19) 

x. God’s words keep him from sin (6:20-35) 

xi. He schools his heart not to fall for the shady lady (7:1-25) 

xii. He cultivates a relationship with “Lady Wisdom” instead (8:1-36) 

xiii. He feasts at Lady Wisdom’s banquet daily (9:1-18) 

 
2. How he got that way 

a. From ______________ 

i. Deuteronomy 4:9-10 

 

ii. Proverbs 1:8-9; 2:1; 3:1; 4:1-2; 5:1; 6:20-24 

                                                 
1
 Literally “a son, a stupid one.” 
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b. From ________: Proverbs 20:12 

 

c. From ____________ 

Proverbs 1:8-9; 2:1; 3:1; 4:1-2; 5:1; 6:20-24 

 

 

B. The Rejoicing Father 

1. Why he did what he did 

a. Because of what he ____________: Genesis 1:26-28 

b. Because of who he __________: 

i. Above all (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

 

 

ii. Just-next (Genesis 44:30) 

 

2. Why he rejoices 

a. Ps. 127:3-5 

 

 

b. Proverbs 23:15-16 

 

 

III. Stupid Son = Grieving Mother (10:1b) 

A. The Stupid Son 

1. Who he is 

a. The word kesîl 

 

b. The person 

i. He thinks sin is funny and fun (10:23) 

ii. He brings harm to his friends (13:20) 

iii. Consequences don’t concern him (14:16) 

iv. He gushes nonsense (15:2) 

v. He doesn’t learn from mistakes (17:10; 26:11) 

vi. He has utter faith in himself (28:26) 

vii. He lets it all hang out (29:11) 

viii. He doesn’t care that his stupidity kills his mom (15:20) 

 
2. How he got that way and why he stays that way 

a. He hates knowledge, which = fear of Yahweh (cf. 1:7 and 22) 

b. He is suicidally complacent and unwilling to change (1:32) 

c. He won’t listen to wisdom (18:2) 

d. The thought of repenting appalls him (13:19) 

B. The Grieving Mother 

1. Why she grieves: Same two reasons that the father rejoices – 

 

 

2. How she grieves 

a. It could be regret (29:15)… 

 

 

b. …or it could be sheer love 

 

 

3. Why this proverb 


