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James 3:10b-18 10b My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 11  Doth a 
fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? 12  Can the fig tree, 
my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield 
salt water and fresh. 13  Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among 
you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 
14  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 
against the truth. 15  This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish. 16  For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every 
evil work. 17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy. 18  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them 
that make peace. !
10b My brethren, these things ought not so to be. !
“These things”: !
Many of them being teachers.  !

James 3:1  My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the 
greater condemnation.  !

Blessing and cursing proceeding from the same mouth. !
James 3:9-10a 9  Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we 
men, which are made after the similitude of God. 10  Out of the same mouth 
proceedeth blessing and cursing. !

Both contain the word “we”. James was not excluding himself from the list. He 
establishes himself on the same ground as others: all God’s elect children are sinners 
saved by the grace of God through Jesus Christ being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. !
James provides metaphors from nature: fountains and plants. !
11  Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? !
James asks a rhetorical question. In nature a spring at one place and time is either good 
or bad for drinking. It might be one or the other at various places and times, but it is 
never one and the other at the same place and time.   !
Solomon describes the disparity between good and bad using the same water metaphor. !

Proverbs 18:4  The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters, and the 
wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook.  !
Proverbs 25:26  A righteous man falling down before the wicked is as a 
troubled fountain, and a corrupt spring. !
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Jesus describes the himself as the living water that, when given to the thirsty, produces 
in the parched a never-ending life. This is God’s elect children cannot be both bitter and 
sweet. They are either in the flesh and influenced by Satan, or they are in the Spirit and 
influenced by Jesus. !

John 4:6-15 6  Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his 
journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. 7  There cometh a woman 
of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 8  (For his disciples 
were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 9  Then saith the woman of Samaria unto 
him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of 
Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 10  Jesus answered and 
said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 
Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have 
given thee living water. 11  The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to 
draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water? 
12  Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof 
himself, and his children, and his cattle? 13  Jesus answered and said unto her, 
Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: 14  But whosoever 
drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life. 15  The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I 
thirst not, neither come hither to draw.  !

12a  Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? !
James asks another rhetorical question. In nature a plant only produces fruit according 
to its kind. A plant may have another plant’s branches or shoots grafted in (potatoes and 
tomatoes), but they still will only produce fruit after their kind.  !
God’s elect children produce the fruit of the gospel. !

Colossians 1:4-6  4  Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the 
love which ye have to all the saints, 5  For the hope which is laid up for you in 
heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel; 6  
Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it 
doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in 
truth:  !

God’s elect children’s fruit is demonstrated in good works and identifies them as God’s 
children. !

Colossians 1:9-11 9  For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to 
pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10  That ye might walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in 
the knowledge of God; 11  Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;  !!
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12b so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh. !
James provides the answer to his rhetorical questions: no, it is not probable in the 
physical world, nor should it be probable in the spiritual world. !
13  Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of 
a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.  !
James established that faith without works is dead and that both are interdependent 
upon one another: one being the gift of God and the other being the result of the work of 
the Holy Ghost upon those to whom the gift has been given. James now gives the 
command regarding how those good works are to be done. James is again giving the 
command to be a doer of the work and word, not just a hearer or speaker. !

Psalm 50:21-23 21  These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest 
that I was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, and set them in 
order before thine eyes. 22  Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver. 23  Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and 
to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of 
God. !
John Gill on verse 23 “and to him that ordereth [his] conversation [aright]” 
according to the rule of God's word, and as becomes the Gospel of Christ; who walks 
inoffensively to all, circumspectly and wisely in the world, and in love to the 
saints; in wisdom towards them that are without, and in peace with them 
that are within; who is a follower of God, of Christ, and of his people; and 
who lives so as to glorify God, and cause others to glorify him likewise: or 
that chooses for himself the right way…the right way to eternal life; and the sense is, he 
that puts or sets his heart upon it, and is in pursuit after the evangelical way 
of life. !

James is not preaching a gospel of easy belief and temporal prosperity. He is teaching a 
gospel that does change God’s elect children so that they do produce good works which 
are done every day in humility and wisdom. !
14-16  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 
against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, 
devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. !
This is the opposite (in contrast to the verses that follow) of what God’s elect children 
should produce, demonstrating that the origin of such evil works are the flesh and 
Satan. God’s elect children should fear God and keep his commandments, ensuring that 
their works are good, knowing they will be judged by God. !

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear 
God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For 
God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil.  !
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17a  But the wisdom that is from above  !
James gives the source of wisdom: God. !

1 Corinthians 1:17-31 17  For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the 
gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none 
effect. 18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God. 19  For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom 
of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 20  
Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21  For after that in the wisdom 
of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 22  For the Jews require a 
sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 23  But we preach Christ crucified, unto 
the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 24  But unto them which 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God. 25  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. 26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27  But God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28  And 
base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29  That no flesh should 
glory in his presence. 30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption: 31  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord. !

17b is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. !
In comparison to “envying and strife” and “confusion and every evil work”, which are 
“earthly, sensual, devilish”, God’s wisdom in His elect children produces the fruit of 
righteousness in Jesus Christ. !

Philippians 1:11  Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by 
Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. !

18  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. !
James summarizes by writing that those that make peace demonstrate that they have 
been given peace. !

John 14:26-27 26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you. 27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not 
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid. !
Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of 
God.
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