
Mk. 6:1-13  “Unappreciated”

For the Children: Have you ever become upset because one of your friends or family members was ignoring you? 
Perhaps they ran off to play with someone else, or gave you the “silent treatment,” or even made fun of you.  The Lord 
Jesus was treated even more badly by many of God’s people, even people from His own family and hometown.  He is 
treated that way by many people today.  Because He is treated that way, we will be too.  But those who keep refusing to 
listen to His Word will be cursed.  Those who do listen will receive His peace and blessing.  Questions: Why did the 
people of Nazareth take offense at the Lord Jesus?  How did He respond to them?  How were the apostles to respond to 
those who refused to listen to them?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The Lord’s Reception
• Initial Reaction: The people of Nazareth knew what to expect from Jesus – preaching and miracles.  At first, 

they were amazed at His ability in both areas (Lk. 4:20-23, Mk. 6::2).  They were amazed that He could do 
these things without special training – He was from an ordinary family and an ordinary trade - though “Son of 
Mary” could be a dig, implying He was illegitimate

• Taking Offense: Luke tells us that these observations turned to anger and hatred when the Lord rebuked them 
for their unbelief (4:23-27).  They even drove Him out and tried to kill Him.  This fulfills Is. 8:14, 53:3, Ps. 
118:22

• No Honour at Home: Part of the Lord’s rebuke was that a prophet is not honoured among his own relatives and 
townsfolk.  Such people focus on the ordinary features of the prophet’s life – as if God cannot do great things 
by raising someone up from such a background.  The Lord is pointing to the fact that all Israel will reject Him 
for such reasons, just as they had rejected the prophets in the OT 

• The Lord’s Reaction: The Lord could do no miracle there because of their unbelief (v. 5, with Mt. 13:58).  Not 
that He was incapable, but because it was God’s will to withdraw His grace from this hard-hearted people.  He 
therefore went to other villages (v. 6).  The Lord also “wondered” at their unbelief (v. 6) – He drew attention to 
the extent of their reaction against Him

Second Point: The Disciples’ Reception
• The Apostolic Commission: The word “apostle” means one sent with a commission.”  In v. 7, “sent out” is a 

form of this same word.  The Lord gave the apostles authority to act as His ambassadors and representatives. 
See 3;14.   As such, they would preach as He did – about repentance and the coming of the Kingdom (v. 13 
with Mt. 10:7) – cast out evil spirits and heal as He did.  Then they would report back (Lk. 9:10).  As His 
representatives, they would get similar reactions to their words and deeds

• Total Dependency: Other aspects of the mission were unique to that situation.  The apostles could take no 
weapon, food, money or extra clothing.  This required total dependency on God.  We need that dependency 
too, though we are not required to leave so much behind

• Dependency on Hospitality: The lack of provisions also required the apostles to depend on hospitality and 
support from faithful Jews.  That support reflected a love of God and His Word.  That is one reason why 
hospitality is commanded in the Bible.  See Heb. 13:2.  

• The Dividing-Line: In this way, the mission divided Israel into those who supported the Word and those who 
rejected it/Him.  Those who welcomed the apostles had God’s peace and blessing pronounced upon them.  But 
those who refused to receive or listen to them were given over to God’s judgement – they were effectively 
excommunicated, as symbolized by shaking off the dust from the feet

• A Successful Mission: The mission was successful – both in saving and judging – as was the follow-up 
mission of the 70 (v. 13, with Lk. 19:17).  This foreshadowed the success of the Great Commission, which is 
normative for the church of all ages 

Conclusion:


