
 

The Man of the House 
1 Peter 3:7 

Blessed = happy with the joy, the contentment, that satisfaction that comes only from  ________________ 

Many human beings believe, “Blessed are the rich,” for they go to extraordinary lengths to gain _________ 

The rabbis taught that worldly prosperity =  ____________  prosperity; even the disciples seemed to agree 

Others disagree, such as the orders of  ___________ during the Middle Ages who took the vow of poverty 

2 versions = Matthew 5:3: “Blessed are the poor in spirit …” and Luke 6:20: “Blessed are you poor ...” 

This parallel indicates that Jesus was speaking not of economic poverty but of  _______________ poverty 

I. SPIRITUAL POVERTY: WHAT IT IS NOT 

 A. Economic Disadvantage 

 B. Natural  ____________________  

  1) But such a personality trait is not the result of the new birth but rather  ____________________ 

  2) Often because of this natural shyness persons miss God’s ___________ rather than gain them 

 C. Pretended  _________________  

  1) It is possible to “put on” a kind of humility that is rather a type of backwards  _______________ 

  2) True poverty of spirit is not paraded before men; those who possess it often don’t ___________ 

II. SPIRITUAL POVERTY: WHAT IT IS 

 DEFINITION: Consciousness of our total destitution in spiritual matters before God 

 1) The language of the NT uses 2 different words for “poor”: one refers to a hand to_______ existence 

 2) The other word refers to total destitution—in real danger of starvation: the word used of  _________ 

 3) The spiritually poor that Jesus describes ______________ that this is his/her condition before God 

 A. An Apt Beginning for the  _________________  

  1) It starts where the OT law ends: the most the law can do is tear away our self- _____________ 

  2) It starts where all may reach it, with the absence of virtue rather than the presence of  _______ 

 B. A Work of God’s  ___________________ 

  1) By nature, human beings think they are good enough to deserve the  ______________ of God 

  2) Even in evangelical circles many teachers emphasize how ______ we are of all God does for us 

 C. Necessary for Receiving God’s  __________________  

  1) Many today believe they have the right to be happy and so they end up victims and  _________ 

  The poor in spirit realizes he deserves only Hell and the least blessing makes him  ____________ 

  2) Spiritual poverty is the necessary condition for blessing: God gives grace to the  ____________ 

  3) Spiritual poverty is the necessary condition to receive salvation:God be merciful to me a _____ 

  Spiritual beggars come to Christ on His ______ : when He says Take up your cross, they say Yes 


