
John (44)             Hymns 4, 174, 704 

 

Having finished chapter 6 last week, we come this morning to chapter 7, and events that happened 6 months 

later—we know this because the events of chapter 6 occurred during the Passover (6:4), and the events of 

chapter 7 occur during the Feast of Tabernacles (7:2)—and from the OT we know that 6 months separated 

these Feasts...     

 

Now—although John skips over these 6 months, the other evangelists record for us our Savior's Galilean 

ministry—among the most notable are—His famous statement to Peter—"on this rock I will build My church," 

the transfiguration, His teaching on church discipline—"For where two or three are gathered together in My 

name, I am there in the midst of them..." 

 

Now—to assist us in keeping the big picture, from John 7 (and the Feats of Tabernacles), we are 6 months 

from the next Passover and our Savior's crucifixion—during this 6 months, our Savior enters Jerusalem 

secretly (as we shall see this morning), He largely remains around Jerusalem (chs.7-10), in chapter 11 He 

leaves Jerusalem for Bethany (to heal Lazarus), and then in chapter 12 He returns to Jerusalem, this time 

openly and triumphantly—thus, though we are only in chapter 7, we are 6 months away from our Savior's 

death...  

 

I.   Jesus is Exhorted by His Brothers—vv1-5 

II.  Jesus Responds to His Brothers—vv6-9  

III. Jesus Follows His Brothers—vv10-13  

 

I.   Jesus is Exhorted by His Brothers—vv1-5 

 

1. Verses 1-2—"After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea, because the 

Jews sought to kill Him. Now the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles was at hand..." 

2. Before I go further, let me remind you that the land of Palestine in Jesus' day, was largely divided into two 

parts... 

3. There was Galilee in the north (where the Sea of Galilee and Capernaum were), and there was Judea in the 

south (where Jerusalem and the temple were)... 

4. For the past year or so, our Savior has been teaching in the north, in Galilee, and in particular, in 

Capernaum...  

5. From v1, we find our Savior is still in Galilee, unwilling to go into Judea—"because the Jews sought to 

kill Him..." 

6. Now—as we shall see in a few minutes—our Savior wasn't afraid of the Jews, but knew it wasn't His time 

yet... 

7. Thus—He remained in Galilee where the tension between Him and the Jews was more moderate than in 

Judea... 

8. Now—as I've mentioned, John informs us in v2—"the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles was at hand"—this was 

6 months after Passover... 

9. Passover was early spring, and the Feast of Tabernacles was in the fall, thus it's also called the Feast of 

Harvest... 

10. Now—it's called the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths or Tents) because it commemorated the wilderness 

journey... 

11. If you remember, for 40 years, the people of Israel journeyed through the wilderness, in rout to the 

promise land... 

12. Thus—the Feast of Tabernacles remembered two things—[a] the wilderness journey, which describes 

God's people as pilgrims... 

13. One fundamental point behind the Feast of Tabernacles, was to remind the Jews, that this world is not our 

ultimate destination...  

14. Thus—the Jews during these seven days, would construct temporary booths, to illustrate their earthly 

pilgrimage...  
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15. [b] The provision of God during the wilderness journey—if you remember God provided water for them 

during their journey... 

16. William Hendriksen—"The temple-trumpets were blown on each day. There was the ceremony of the 

outpouring of water, drawn from Siloam, in commemoration of the refreshing stream which had come 

forth miraculously out of the rock in the wilderness..." 

17. This is likely the reason why our Savior does what He does on the last day of the Feast, v37—"On the last 

day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 

drink..." 

18. In other words—our Savior is teaching the people, all that was commemorated in the feast, pointed to 

Him... 

19. Christ was the fulfillment of the entire OT, which included the great three Feasts—Passover, Tabernacles, 

and Pentecost...   

20. Now—many of you know there were three yearly Feasts, which mandated males to make the journey to 

Jerusalem... 

21. The Feast of Unleavened Bread (Passover), the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths), and the Feast of Weeks 

(Pentecost)...  

22. V2—"Now the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles was at hand. His brothers therefore said to Him, Depart from 

here and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may see the works that You are doing..." 

23. Now—the first thing that needs clarifying is—by "brothers" are meant—His half brothers, or the sons of 

Mary and Joseph... 

24. Matt.13:55-56—"Is this not the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His brothers James, 

Joses, Simon, and Judas (Jude). And His sisters, are they not all with us..." 

25. In other words—Mary did not remain a virgin, and Christ had half-siblings—He had younger brothers and 

sisters... 

26. Thus—as Jesus' siblings were going into Judea, to Jerusalem, in order to keep or celebrate the Feast of 

Tabernacles...   

27. Verses 3-5—"His brothers therefore said to Him, Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your disciples 

also may see the works that You are doing. For no one does anything in secret while he himself seeks to be 

known openly. If you do these things, show Yourself to the world. For even His brothers did not believe in 

Him..."  

28. I suggest v5 provides a key on how to understand verses 3-4—His brothers spoke as unbelievers—with 

sarcasm... 

29. V4—"If You do these things, show Yourself to the world"—if You are who you claim, show Yourself to 

the world... 

30. Come with us to Jerusalem, and there make yourself known—If you are as You say—prove it in 

Jerusalem... 

31. Thus—I think it's best to understand His brothers as speaking sarcastically—in a mocking and unbelieving 

way... 

32. Mk.3:21—"But when His own people heard about this, they went out to lay hold of Him, for they said, He 

is out of His mind..." 

33. Thus—I suggest we must understand the phrase—"If You do these things"—as His brothers mocking 

Him...  

34. Matt.4:3—"Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, If You are the Son of God, command that these 

stones become bread..." 

35. Matt.27:39-40—"Those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying, You who 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from 

the cross..." 

36. Obs.1—The sin of unbelief runs very deep—there's a sense in which this continues the theme of chapter 

six...  

37. In the previous chapter there were MANY disciples who left Christ, after walking with Him for some 

time... 

38. Furthermore, there's the revelation that Judas would betray Christ, although he was one of Christ's chosen 

apostles... 
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39. Now—we find something even more amazing—His own brothers, who lived with Him for 30 years, failed 

to believe...  

40. It some sense it seems amazing—how can a person live in the same house as God-incarnate, and not 

believe... 

41. Think of it—our Savior illustrated to them perfect love, purity, meekness, forgiveness, justice, mercy, and 

patience... 

42. He no doubt spoke to them the truth—He must have lovingly rebuked them, warned them, and taught 

them... 

43. Remember—He was their older brother—He gave them a perfect example—and yet, they were 

unbelieving... 

44. The ONLY way we explain this is, with a robust doctrine of depravity—no man will ever believe left to 

himself... 

45. This was illustrated in the OT—in that both David and Joseph were despised and rejected by their 

brothers... 

46. The obvious difference being—Christ, unlike David and Joseph, never did anything to deserve 

mistreatment... 

47. This is a strong proof for total depravity—man can live in the same house as God-incarnate—and unless 

the Father draws him, he will never believe... 

48. Obs.2—The Savior's sorrow was very great—I mentioned this last week rather briefly—but I want to 

return to it this morning... 

49. We must ever keep in mind that our Savior is fully God and fully Man—and thus, as man experienced 

great sorrow... 

50. And, one source of this great sorrow, was the rejection of the Jews in general, and His family in 

particular... 

51. Ps.69:7-12—"Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; shame has covered my face. I have become a 

stranger to my brothers, and an alien to my mother's children; because zeal for Your house has eaten me 

up, and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me. When I wept and chastened my soul 

with fasting, that became my reproach. I also made sackcloth my garment; I became a byword to them. 

Those who sit in the gate speak against me, and I am the song of the drunkards..." 

52. [a] The FACT of His rejection, v8—"I have become a stranger to my brothers, and an alien to my mother's 

children..." 

53. The reason they rejected Him is found in v9—"Because zeal for You house has eaten me up"—they 

rejected Him because of who He was and why He came... 

54. [b] The RESULT of His rejection, vv10-11—"When I wept and chastened my soul with fasting, that 

became my reproach. I also made sackcloth my garment; I became a byword to them..." 

55. In other words—when He wept and sorrowed—He was mocked and ridiculed—and no one comforted 

Him...  

56. Brethren—surely we can understand this—it hurts when anyone rejects us, but especially those we greatly 

love... 

57. There is no doubt our Savior uniquely loved His family—these were those people He shared His youth 

with...  

58. Christ can sympathize with His people, who are hated by friends and family—He too has endured such 

sorrow...  

59. J.C. Ryle—"Our Master has truly learned by experience how to sympathize with all his people who stand 

alone. This is a thought 'full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort.' He knows the heart of every 

isolated believer, and can be touched with the feeling of his trials. He has drunk this bitter cup. He has 

passed through this fire. Let all who are fainting and cast down, because brothers and sisters despise their 

religion, turn to Christ for comfort, and pour out their hearts before Him..." 

60. Obs.3—The grace of God is very abundant—I suggest this because of how God would deal with His 

brothers...  

61. Acts 1:14—"These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary 

the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers..." 

62. In other words—at some point, apparently after His resurrection, His mother and brothers became 

believers... 
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63. Furthermore—it's very likely that our Savior used two of His brothers (James and Jude), as instruments to 

write His word...  

64. What a great display of grace—having grown up in the very house with our Lord, He converts them later 

in life as adults... 

65. The very same people who described Him as mad—who exhorted Him to go up to the feast to reveal 

Himself—are now humble believers... 

 

II.  Jesus Responds to His Brothers—vv6-9  

 

1. Our Savior's response to His brothers, verses 6-8, is bookended by the statement—"My time has not yet 

come..." 

2. V6—"Then Jesus said to them My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready" v8b—"for My 

time has not yet fully come..." 

3. Now—let me suggest that by this phrase our Savior refers to the time of His death—the time of His 

crucifixion... 

4. It was NOT now time for our Savior to enter Jerusalem openly and publically, because it was not yet His 

time... 

5. Thus—our Savior nowhere says He's not going to the feast at all, but that He's not going to the feast as 

they asked... 

6. Jn.7:30—"Therefore they sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, because His hour had not yet 

come..." 

7. Jn.8:20—"These words Jesus spoke in the treasure, as he taught in the temple; and no one lad hands on 

Him, for His hour had not yet come..." 

8. Jn.12:27—"Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But for this 

purpose I came to this hour. Father glorify your name..." 

9. Jn.13:1—"Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should 

depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the 

end (17:1)..." 

10. Now—our Savior contrasts this with His unbelieving brothers—go back to John 7 and consider again 

verse 6... 

11. V6—"Then Jesus said to them, My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready"—that is—you 

can go into Jerusalem at any time and way that you please—because, v7—"The world cannot hate you, but 

it hates Me..." 

12. In other words—the reason our Savior chose not to go into Jerusalem the way His brothers wanted, was 

because He knew the hostility that awaited Him in Jerusalem, which would result in an attempt to arrest 

Him... 

13. William Hendriksen—"Had Jesus gone up at once, with the firstcomers, there would have been ample time 

for the Sanhedrin to plan his arrest at this time, so as to put him to death now. But Jesus knew that his 

death as the Lamb of God must take place at the time of the next Passover, not during this feast of 

Tabernacles..."  

14. Obs.1—Our Savior's cross was the result of the Father's plan—our Savior ever lived with His cross in 

view... 

15. Everything He came to do, all pointed toward this event—His incarnation, His teaching and miracles, all 

pointed to the cross... 

16. So much so—that He described His crucifixion as "My time"—this was the reason for which He came 

from heaven... 

17. Dear brethren—the cross of our beloved Savior was no mere afterthought—it was central to God's eternal 

purposes... 

18. [a] This was central to the eternal covenant—from everlasting, the crucifixion of Christ was central to 

God's purposes... 

19. Acts 2:23—"Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken 

by lawless hands, having crucified, and put to death..." 

20. [b] This was central to the first gospel promise, Gen.3:15—"He (seed of the woman) shall bruise your 

head (Satan), and you shall bruise His heel (cross)..."  



 5 

21. [c] This was central to the Old Covenant—the bloody sacrificial system was at the very heart of the Old 

Covenant... 

22. [d] This is central to the New Covenant, Lk.22:20—"This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is 

shed for you..." 

23. [e] This is central to the gospel message, 1Cor.2:2—"For I determined not to know anything among you 

except Jesus Christ and Him crucified..."  

24. Obs.2—Our Savior's cross was the result of the hatred of man—they hated Him because He testified 

against them... 

25. The world hates Christ—it hated Him when He was here in person, and it also and equally hates His 

people... 

26. [a] It hated His person, v7—"The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it that its 

works are evil..." 

27. How did Christ testify against the world that its works were evil—by His works and especially by His 

words... 

28. This was especially true of the Scribes and Pharisees—who our Savior repeatedly rebuked for their 

hypocrisy... 

29. But our Savior uses a broader term than merely the Jews—yes the Jews hated Him, but notice—"The 

world...hates Me..." 

30. Thus—by "world" is meant—mankind in a nature state, enslaved to sin, ruled by Satan, and at enmity with 

God... 

31. Now—obviously brethren, this hatred showed itself differently—not everyone actually attempted to kill 

Him...  

32. But—this is precisely what many desired to do, v1—"the Jews sought to kill Him" v25—"Is this not He 

whom they seek to kill..." 

33. [b] It hates His people, v7—"The world cannot hate you"—that is—they world didn't hate them because 

they were of the world... 

34. Jn.15:18-19—"If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the 

world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 

world, therefore the world hates you..." 

35. Thus—I suggest that the world hates Christians for the same two reasons it hated Christ—their works and 

word... 

36. That is—the world hates the word of God, and thus hates those who preach it, love it, defend it, and live 

it... 

37. The world hates Christ's people, because they have a message that exposes their sin and calls them to 

repentance... 

38. John Calvin—"When Christ says that the world hated him on this account, he means that the Gospel 

cannot be faithfully preached without summoning the whole world, as guilty, to the judgment-seat of God, 

that flesh and blood may thus be crushed and reduced to nothing, according to that saying, When the Spirit 

shall come, he will reprove the world of sin. We learn from it also, that so great is the pride natural to men, 

that they flatter and applaud themselves in their vices; for they would not kindle into rage, when they are 

reproved, were it not that they are blinded by excessive love of themselves, and on that account flatter 

themselves in their sins. Even among the vices of men, the chief and most dangerous is pride and 

arrogance..." 

39. Now—at this point I want to digress for a few minutes, and apply what I've been saying, to our present 

situation... 

40. Most of you are aware that Friday our Supreme Court voted to redefine the traditional definition of 

marriage... 

41. Now—I say "traditional" because this country has always believed this, but it's in fact the Biblical 

definition of marriage... 

42. And already, we've felt the hatred of this world—simply because we refuse to bow to social and political 

pressure... 

43. Thus—I want to briefly suggest a few things, we must keep in mind, as we attempt to think through this 

issue... 
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44. First—God alone defines what marriage is and isn't—brethren, the institution of marriage is a Christian 

institution... 

45. Now—I fully understand that God has given this gift to the world, and thus it's proper for non-Christians 

to marry... 

46. The gift of marriage is what we refer to as common grace—that is, God's general goodness to mankind 

lost... 

47. But—the first marriage was performed by God Himself, with it's ultimate purpose of reflecting Christ and 

His church... 

48. Marriage is the ordained institution of God, whereby one man and one woman, live together in holy 

covenant... 

49. And thus—all sodomite behavior is a perversion, violating both the natural order of God and His holy 

law... 

50. Secondly—the civil magistrate is ordained of God, to regulate laws (that reflect His), for the good of 

society... 

51. I heard a well-meaning (yet ignorant) Christian say yesterday, that government cannot legislate or enforce 

morality... 

52. But brethren—that is precisely its purpose—true, such regulations can never change hearts, but they do 

curb wickedness... 

53. Every ruler, within every country, regardless how ungodly, is accountable to God to impose a general 

morality... 

54. My friends, we may refers to the court that ruled on Friday as "the Supreme Court"—but I assure you, it 

isn't THE Supreme Court... 

55. Thirdly—the church has the right and obligation to lovingly and firmly—proclaim these truths to the 

world... 

56. Now—let me clarify—the church is sent into this world to proclaim the gospel—a message about Christ 

and His cross... 

57. The gospel is a message of God's love, forgiveness, acceptance, restoration, true joy, peace, and eternal 

life... 

58. But—the blessed message isn't the whole story—we have to preach the law in order to expose sin and 

wickedness... 

59. Jn.7:7—"The world...hates Me because I testify of it that its works are evil"—these are the words of our 

Savior... 

60. My friends—when we uphold the moral standard of God's law, regardless how humbly and lovingly, we 

will be hated... 

61. But you know what—we must remember, the world hated Christ before us, and it will hate every Christian 

after us... 

 

III. Jesus Follows His Brothers—vv10-13  

 

1. Now—many people have found an apparent contradiction between what Jesus said in v8, and what He did 

in v10...  

2. That is—someone say our Savior first says He's not going to the feast, and then in v10 He eventually goes 

to the feast... 

3. But—this supposed contradiction is easily addressed if we remember, He never said He wasn't going to the 

feast...  

4. But—He refused to go to the feats with His brothers as they requested—He refused enter Jerusalem 

publically... 

5. There would come a time, in about another 6 months at the Passover, when our Savior would enter the city 

publically... 

6. But—now was not His time, v10—"But when His brothers had gone up, then He also went up to the feast, 

not openly, but as it were in secret..." 

7. Here's the point—His brothers wanted Him to enter Jerusalem with them, openly and publically to make 

Himself known... 
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8. Our Savior—refuses to enter Jerusalem in that way because, it was not yet His time to be revealed, 

arrested, and crucified... 

9. [1] The Jewish leaders were searching for Him, v11—"Then the Jews sought Him at the feast, and said, 

Where is He..." 

10. By "Jews" is meant—the religious leaders—they were searching for Him, thinking He would come 

openly... 

11. The reason they sought Him is obvious—they wanted to put Him to death—something they would do 6 

months later... 

12. [2] The Jewish crowds were talking about Him, v12—"And there was much complaining among the 

people concerning Him. Some said, He is good; others said, No, on the contrary, He deceives the people..." 

13. The word rendered "complaining" refers to a quiet discussion—the NIV rightly renders it—"widespread 

whispering..." 

14. V13—"However, no one spoke openly of Him for fear of the Jews"—they knew the Jews wanted to kill 

Him... 

15. The crowds were secretly discussing His identity—"Some said, He is good; others said, No, on the 

contrary, He deceives the people..." 

16. In other words—there was a great divide among the people—some thought He was good, others thought 

He was bad... 

17. Now—this reminds us of the previous chapter—wherein some disciples returned, and others remained 

with Him... 

18. So here—some, having heard about Him—His works and teaching—concluded He good—sincere, 

righteous... 

19. Others said, No, on the contrary, He deceives the people—He teaches lies, from dishonest motives and 

reasons... 

20. Thus—the opinions were in opposition to one another—as far as light differs from darkness and life from 

death... 

21. Obs.1—Christ and the gospel divides humanity—just as Jerusalem was divided, all men are divided 

today...  

22. Many people seek to divide this country into various categories—black and white, rich and poor, old and 

young... 

23. But you know what—there's really only one thing that divides us—what do you think about Jesus Christ 

the Lord... 

24. And this division isn't merely for those in this country—but every person who ever lives, falls into one of 

two categories... 

25. [a] You say, He is good—that is—He is eternally and infinitely good, and His message is the good news of 

God... 

26. [b] You say, He deceives people—that is—regardless what you think of Him, who are not trusting Him as 

the Christ... 

 


