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Message: Who Is Able to Stand?  Part 4

Text: Revelation 7:9-17

Introduction 

  A.  Revelation was written to a 1  century church under attack from Satan using the kingdom of this world tost

overcome her by persecution and seduction.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ is the gospel of Jesus Christ. It

is the good news of what Christ has done, is doing, and will do for His people when He returns a second

time in glory and power to judge the world in righteousness and create a new heavens and earth.

  B.  Chapter 6 and 8:1 shows Christ presently executing God’s plan for the glorious consummation of world      

history, pictured by Christ’s breaking the 7 seals on a scroll handed to him by God.  The scroll contains    

all that God has appointed for the world, His intermediate judgments of the first 5 seals, and His final    

judgment at Christ’s return pictured by His breaking of the 6  and 7  seals of God’s scroll/book.th th

  C.  Chapter 7 is an interlude between the 6  and 7  seals for our encouragement and awakening, answering      th th

the terrified question by unbelievers about to be destroyed by the Lord’s wrath ...,

Revelation 6:17 “for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"

  D.  Those who are able to stand at Christ’s return are symbolically pictured in 2 related visions.

      1.  The first vision pictures Christ’s church in this present age, sealed with His Holy Spirit, all accounted for      

using the imagery of an Israelite military census, because in this present age, the devil is at war with us,      

and we must fight the good fight of faith.  

      2.  The second vision in 7:9-17 pictures Christ’s church in the age to come, in the new heavens and earth     

when the war is over and the victory in Christ is won.  This is a symbolic picture of what Christ’s apostle

Paul calls in Colossians 1:5 ...

Colossians 1:5 ...  the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the

word of truth, the gospel 

  E.  What is the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ depicted in Revelation 7:9-17?  We saw last week ...

I.  It is good news that through faith in the Lord we Gentiles are fellow heirs with

believing Jews.

  A.  The number of those who receive Christ’s protective seal of the Holy Spirit is not limited to 144,000 Jews, but

to a great multitude that no on can count from every nation, tribe, people, and language.  The members of

the 7 largely Gentile churches in Revelation 2 & 3 would have seen themselves in both visions, in that as

overcomers/victors they are promised to have God’s name/seal written on them. 

Revelation 7:4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four

thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

Revelation 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could

count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne

and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands;

Revelation 3:12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will

not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the

city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new



name.

  B.  There is no separate plan for Israel versus the church.  We Gentiles through faith in Christ become heirs of      

all of the covenant promises to Abraham and his seed.

Galatians 3:29  And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs

according to promise. 

II.  It is good news that we are joyful, victorious overcomers in Christ.

In Biblical times white garments were worn and palm branches waived after military victories, symbols of

celebration for those who overcame the enemy.  Christ promised white garments to those who overcome,

are victorious.  Why are the saints pictured in military formation as the Lord’s army in 7:1-8, but not in 7:9-

17?  Because in 7:9-17 the war is over and we with Christ have won!

Revelation 7:9    After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could

count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and

before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; 

III.  It is good news that Christ’s kingdom replaces the kingdom of this world.

 Glory, honor, power no longer belong to the kingdom of this world, to presidents, kings, dictators,     

legislators, courts, and countries.  We will no longer be dissatisfied and groan under the burden of    unwise,

ungodly leaders and political parties who cannot save us, and in the history of the world have too often

persecuted us.  God and His Christ replaces them.

Revelation 7:10   and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on

the throne, and to the Lamb."  And all the angels were standing around the throne and around 11

the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and

worshiped God,  saying, "Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 12

honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen." 

IV.  It is good news we are preserved though the great tribulation of this age.

Revelation 7:9   After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could

count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne

and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, ...  Then one of the elders answered, saying to 13

me, "These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come

from?"  I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who come 14

out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood

of the Lamb. 

  A.  Notice that all of God’s elect, all for whom Christ has died come out of the “great tribulation (thlipsis).”     

This group is one and the same as those mentioned in 5:9.

Revelation 5:9   And they sang a new song, saying, "W orthy are You to take the book and to

break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every

tribe and tongue and people and nation. 

  B.  If that is true, if we all come out of the great tribulation, then we are all in it now.  It is a great tribulation           

because it entails all of the present age where believers experience tribulation.  It might ebb and flow in    

intensity in various regions and pockets of history.  It might intensify toward the end of this age, but we    

are all in it now.  “The great” is not part of a title, but a descriptive term for what we must endure.



      1.  John tells us he is now in the tribulation, and tells the church of Smyrna that tribulation is part of its     

future.

Revelation 1:9   I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation (thlipsis) and kingdom

and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of

God and the testimony of Jesus. 

Revelation 2:10   'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some

of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation (thlipsis) for ten days.

Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

      2.  Jesus taught us this would be the case.

John 16:33  "These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world

you have tribulation (thlipsis), but take courage; I have overcome the world." 

      3.  Christ’s apostle Paul taught all Christians that we would finally enter Christ’s kingdom through      

tribulation that would last over a lengthy period of time (through many tribulations).

Acts 14:22  strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and

saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God."

V.  It is good news that we can stand before God clothed in Christ’s blood bought righteousness.

Revelation 7:14   I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who

come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in

the blood of the Lamb. 

  A.  Notice that “they” make their robes white in the blood of the Lamb.  We know from the Scriptures that the

blood/death of Christ addresses 2 problems that God’s elect cannot solve for themselves.  His death pays     

for the penalty of our sins, resulting in legal justification.  His death is also by the Spirit applied to sin’s     

power over us to enslave us, so that being crucified with Christ, we are no longer slaves of sin, but by the    

same faith by which we are justified, we are also sanctified.

  B.  White robes are a symbol of purity.  Is it blood bought legal purity as in 5:9, or blood bought ethical purity    

as the clean, bright robes symbolize in 19:8?  Where one type of blood bought purity exists, the other            

 does also - they are inseparable, for the faith in Christ by which results in our justification is the exact    

same faith that produces our sanctification.  Christ makes us fit to stand before His Father.

Revelation 19:7   "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the

Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  It was given to her to clothe herself 8

in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 

VI.  It is good news that we have the privilege of continually serving God in His presence.

Revelation 7:15   "For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day

and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them. 

Revelation 22:3   There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will

be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him;  they will see His face, and His name will be 4

on their foreheads. 

  A.  It is a privilege now to serve the living God.  How much more will it be a privilege to serve him in the               

presence of His eternal glory!



  B.  7:15 does not picture a temporary state in heaven while tribulation continues on earth.  This is the eternal    

state I the new heavens and earth.

VII.  It is good news that God will spread His protective tabernacle over us.

Revelation 7:15   "For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and

night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them . 

Revelation 21:1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; ..  And I heard a loud voice from the3

throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them ,

and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 

VIII.  It is good news that all suffering and sorrow will be forever ended.

Revelation 7:16  "They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down

on them, nor any heat;  for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will 17

guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes." 

Revelation 21:1   Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; ...  ... and God Himself will be 3

among them,  and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be 4

any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have

passed away." 

IX.  It is good news that we will be led and shepherded by Christ in His presence forever.

Revelation 7:17   for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will

guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes." 

Conclusion

  A.  Is this vision of God’s people in future glory part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?  Does Christ through such      

a vision intend to create, sustain, strengthen faith in the hearts of His chosen ones through such a vision?      

The answer is an emphatic “Yes!” 

  B.  This is good news for the world, for everyone who will receive Jesus as the One who died for their sins and     

rose again as Lord and God.

Titus 2:11  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,  instructing us to 12

deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present

age,  looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and 13

Savior, Christ Jesus,  who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to 14

purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

  C.  Therefore, ...

1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope

completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
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