
Theology of Church Music 

 
Introduction  Psalm 40:1-3 

 A. New Birth  vs 1-2 

 B. New Creature  vs 2 

 C. New Song  vs 3   

  1. Past Song  "pit of noise" 

  2. Present Song  "praise unto our God" 

  3. Perception of our Song  "Many shall see it" 

  4. Product of Music "and shall trust in the Lord" 

I The Prominence of music 

 A. There are over 550 references to singing and music in the Bible.  It is mentioned in 44 of the 

 66 books.  The term s "music" and "musician" occur 75 times.  The word "song appears 98 

 times.  The word "sing" appears 196 times. 

 B. The books of Psalms and Song of Solomon are music. 

 C. Numerous people are mentioned as being musicians or those who wrote music 

 D. David had Levites appointed for music  I Chron. 15:16-22 

I. The Priorities of the Christian 

 A. Glorify God. I Cor. 10:31 

 B. Be Christlike.  Romans 8:29 

 C. Be Holy. I Peter 1:15-16 

 D. Be Acceptable to God.  Eph. 5:10; I Thes. 5:21-22 

 E.  Fulfill the Great Commission.  Matt 28:19-20 

III. The Philosophy of Christian Music 

 A. The Purpose of Godly Music 

  1. Singing - it is to be done unto the Lord 

   Exodus 15:1-2, 21 

   Judges 5:3 

   I Chron. 16:9 

   II Chron 29:30 

   Psalm 7:17 

   Psalm 9:11 

   Psalm 13:6 

   Psalm 27:6 

   Psalm 30:4 

   Psalm 47:6 

   Psalm 61:8 

   Psalm 81:1 

   Psalm 108:3 

   Psalm 146:2 

   Psalm 147:7 

   Isaiah 12:5 

   Jeremiah 20:13 

   Acts 16:25 

   Romans 15:9 

   Ephesians 5:19 

   Hebrews 2:12 

  2. Instruments - they are to be played unto the Lord 



   II Chron. 29:27 

   Psalm 33:2-3 

   Psalm 98:4-5 

   Psalm 149:3 

   Psalm 150 

   Ephesians 5:19  "Making melody" - "to twitch or twang, i.e. to play on a stringed 

   instrument"  Strong 

  3. The Purpose is not... 

   a. Evangelism 

    Eph. 5:19 

    Col. 3:16 

    Psalm 137:3-4   

    I Cor 2:14 

    John 3:19 

    I Cor. 1:18, 21; 2:1-5 

    "We can not make a song palatable for the world without making it  

    unacceptable to God." 

    If the music is unacceptable to God, can His power be on it? 

   b. Edification 

    Believers can be edified, but that is not the purpose 

   c. Entertainment 

   d. Enterprise 

    I Tim 6:9-10 

    John 2:16 

    II Cor.11:7; 12:17 

 B. What kind of music does God like? 

   Psalm 137:3-4 "Lord's song" 

   Psalm 42:8  "His song" 

   I Chron. 25:1 "Prophesy with harps..." 

   I Chron. 25:7 "Songs of the Lord" 

   Contrasted with 

   Ecclesiastes 7:5 "Song of fools" 

   Ezekiel 26:13 "Noise" - "tumult" 

   Psalm 40:2 "Pit" - "pit of noise' 

   Revelation 18:22 

  1. A new song   

   Psalm 40:3 

   II Cor 5:17 

   Psalm 33:3 

   Psalm 96:1 

   Psalm 98:1 

   Psalm 144:9 

   Psalm 149:1 

   Isaiah 42:10 

   Revelation 5:9 

   a. New refers to character, not time 

   b. Chadesh (Hebrew) - new in quality and freshness  Ezekiel 18:31, 

   c Kainos (Greek) Gal 6:15 

   d. Note: I Peter 1:14-15 



  2.  Not  making provision for the flesh 

   Romans 8:5,8; 13:14 

   Gal. 5:13, 16-17, 24 

   I Peter 2:11 

   I John 2:16 

  3. Not sensual  James 3:15 

   a. "Scooping is a common practice as a swing effect"  Charles Henderson, How  

   To Sing For Money 

   b. "Some people have characterized these vocal slides as sexual utterances"   

   Charles Brown, The Art of Rock and Roll 

   c. "The classically trained singer has an ingrained respect for the written melody  

   and hesitates to tamper with it.  The born swinger, on the other hand, looks on the 

   written       

   d. melody as simply a convenient starting point for his variations."  Charles  

   Henderson 

   e. Speaking of Elvis Presley: "By softening his voice in certain passages he could 

   create a personal effect which made women in the crowd feel that he was singing 

   directly to them."  Charles Brown 

   f. "Sinatra slid around notes before settling on them, and he had a breathiness to  

   his singing that was expressive for sure, but expressive of things parents would  

   rather not think their children were experiencing, even vicariously." Ed Ward,  

   Rock of Ages: The Rolling Stone History of Rock and Roll 

  4. Not worldly 

   II Cor. 6:14-16→7:1 

   Eph. 5:11 

   I Thes. 5:22 

  5. Doctrinally sound 

   Col. 3:16 

   Eph 5:19 

   I Cor 14:7-10, 15 

   Titus 2:1 

  6. In accordance with His character 

   a. Holiness  Psalm 29:1-2 

   b. Orderliness  I Cor 14:33, 40; James 3:16 

IV. How does music affect people?  I Samuel 16:23 

 A. Introduction 

  1. David was playing the harp 

  2. Thus, we are dealing with the music, not the lyrics. 

  3. "The idea of music as a healing influence which could affect health and behavior is as 

least as old as the writings of Aristotle and Plato. The 20th century discipline began after World War I 

and World War II when community musicians of all types, both amateur and professional, went to 

Veterans hospitals around the country to play for the thousands of veterans suffering both physical and 

emotional trauma from the wars. The patients' notable physical and emotional responses to music led 

the doctors and nurses to request the hiring of musicians by the hospitals. It was soon evident that the 

hospital musicians needed some prior training before entering the facility and so the demand grew for a 

college curriculum. The first music therapy degree program in the world, founded at Michigan State 

University in 1944, celebrated its 50th anniversary in 1994. The American Music Therapy Association 

was founded in 1998 as a union of the National Association for Music Therapy and the American 

Association for Music therapy."  American Music Therapy Association 



 B. It Refreshed him 

  1. This is physical relief 

   *"Ravach" - "to be able to breathe freely" 

  2. The physical aspect of music is usually associated with the rhythm 

  3. How does rhythm affect the body? 

   *Tap toes, snap fingers, gyrate 

  4. What do others say? 

   a. "With the ears completely blocked, the body still responds to the sound.  That  

   is because we 'hear' not only with our ears, but also with our bodies.:  Dr. John  

   Diamond (Kinesiology) 

   b. "Using the principles and techniques of Behavioral Kinesiology, when a rock  

   beat is played...the entire body is thrown into a state of alarm."  Diamond 

   c. "The further the tempo is accelerated from the pulse rate to the upper limits of  

   practical tempo, the greater becomes the tension.  As long as the subdivisions of  

   music units are regular, and the accents remain strictly in conformity with the  

   basic pattern, the effect may be exhilarating, but will not be disturbing."  Dr.  

   Howard Hanson,  American Journal of Psychiatry 

    *"If you are down you might not be able to tolerate listening to loud  

    motivating music but if you listed to a song that starts with slow pace then 

    gradually increases the pace  your mood will follow the song along the  

    way up."  M. Farouk Radwan, Psychological Effect of Music and Songs 

 C. He was made well 

  1. This is mental or emotional relief 

   *"Towb" - refers to mental conditions - "to be cheerful" 

  2. The emotional aspect of music is usually associated with the harmony 

   *Major or minor keys 

  3. "Music is to the mind what air is to the body" Plato (quoted by Van Cliburn) 

  4. "All music, whether or not a love song, expresses emotion and evokes emotion within 

  us" Carol Fishman, The Music in You 

  5. "The ambiguity of the lyrics is intentional.  Studies of adolescents' understanding of  

  the lyrics of the songs they but and listen to suggests that less than 25% really   

  comprehend what the song is all about - at least at a conscious level.  Rather, they say  

  that they like the sound and it 'makes me feel good'.  And yet the message, like most  

  advertizing messages, is getting across at a subliminal level."  Dr. David Elkind, child  

  psychologist 

   *"Cursed be he that doeth the work of the LORD deceitfully"  Jeremiah 48:10 

 D. The evil spirit departed 

  1. This is spiritual relief 

  2. The spiritual aspect of music is usually associated with the melody 

  3. "The narrative tells us that when David played the evil spirit departed from the king,  

  indicating that God was able to break through and continue to work in Saul's life.  It also 

  indicates that there is a certain kind of music around which demons feel very   

  uncomfortable. Thus, there is a type of music under which demons find it quite easy to  

  progress with their work and influence."  Lenny Seidel, God's New Song 

 E. Is Music amoral? 

  1. Definition 

   a. "Having no moral  standards, restraints, or principles; unaware of or indifferent 

   to questions of right or wrong" 

   b. "Is music neutral? Is sound capable of moral influence? Does music alone,  

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/moral


   with or without text, carry and communicate moral value? Does music have  

   moral value? Does putting Christian words to any kind music make the music  

   Christian or Godly music? Are different kinds or styles of music right or wrong?"  

   Myron Horst,  Biblicalresearchreports.com 

  2.  Yes, it is amoral 

     a. "We believe all music comes from God and that liberates us to express   

   ourselves in a wider range of artistic expression than some others."  BeBe  

   Winans, Contemporary Christian Music Magazine, Feb. 1989 

   b. "All music was His to begin with and he'll use any medium necessary to  

   convey this message." Take A Stand, July 1987 

   c. "There is no such thing as 'gospel music'.  Every style and every form of music 

   can become gospel, whether it's jazz, pop, rock 'n roll, or rap."  Don Butler,  

   Gospel Music Association, Inhouse Music, March/April 1991 

   d. "There's is no such thing as Christian music.  That's because all kinds of music 

   are capable of expressing Christian thought.  It's not the music that's Christian,  

   it's the lyrics."  John Styll, "What Makes Music Christian", CCM Magazine,  

   June 1991 

   e. "I believe music, in itself, is a neutral force"  Keith Green, Can God Use Rock  

   Music? 

   f. "Music per se, can be considered morally neutral - it is neither sinful nor holy.  

   its morality is determined by the use to which it is put."  David Scheer, PG: A  

   Parental Guide to Rock 

   g. "Music is not good or evil because of the formation of the notes or the   

   structure of the beat.  Music is good because the heart of the person playing it is  

   innocently and sincerely giving praise to our God."  Mylon LeFevre, cited by Jeff 

   Godwin, "What's Wrong with Christian Rock? 

   h. "Music is just music.  It's the message that is important"  Mylon LeFevre,  

   Seatle Post-Intelligencer, Oct. 11, 1984 

   i. "I believe that music, particularly instrumental music, is absolutely void of  

   moral qualities for either good or evil."  Dana Key, Don't Stop the Music. 

  3. No, it is not amoral 

   a. Common sense 

   *Do the entertainment industry, the food industry, and numerous other industries 

   use different kinds of music to set the mood or affect customers as they wish?  

   YES! 

   b. Knowledgeable men of the past 

    1). "Musical training is a more potent instrument than any other, because  

    harmony and rhythm find their way into the inward places of the soul."  

    Plato, Fourth Book of the Republic. 

    2). "Music directly represents the passions or states of the soul -   

    gentleness, anger, courage, temperance.  If a person habitually listens to  

    the kind of music that arouses ignoble passions, his whole character will  

    be shaped to an ignoble form.  In short, if one listens to the wrong kind of 

    music he will become the wrong kind of person, but conversely, if he  

    listens to the right kind of music he will tend to be the right kind of  

    person."  Aristotle, Republic, quoted by Donald Grout, A History of  

    Western Music 

    3). "Music is a part of our human nature, it has the power to improve or  

    debase our character."  Boethius (Greek philosopher and statesman), cited  



    by Paul Hindemith, A Composer's World 

    4). "We know by experience that music has a secret and almost incredible 

    power to move hearts."  John Calvin, Works, Vol. VI 

   c. Professionally trained musicians 

    1). "Music is the most powerful stimulus known among the perceptive  

    senses.  The medical, psychiatric, and other evidence for the non-  

    neutrality of music is so overwhelming that it frankly amazes me that  

    anyone should seriously say otherwise."  Max Schoen, The Psychology of 

    Music 

    2). The fact that music can both excite and incite has been known from  

    time immemorial."  Dimitri Tionkin (conductor and composer)  Los  

    Angeles Herald-Examiner, 1965 

    3). Rock is communication without words, regardless of what ideology is 

    inserted into the music."  William Shafer, Rock Music 

    4). "We can not change the basic effects of certain kinds of rhythm and  

    beat simply by attaching to them a few religious or semi-religious words.  

    The beat will still get through to the blood of the participants and   

    listeners.  Words are timid things.  Decibels and beat are bold things  

    which can so easily bury the words under an avalanche of sound.  There  

    are music forms, whether secular or sacred, which create moods of  

    pensiveness, of idealism, of awarness of beauth, of aspiration, of holy  

    joyousness.  There are other forms of music which create moods of  

    recklessness and sensual excitement.  Surely it doesn't take much   

    judgment to know which forms are appropriate for religious functions."   

    Richard Taylor, The Disciplined Lifestyle 

    5). "Music is a two-edged sword.  It is a really powerful drug.  Music can 

    poison you, lift your spirits, or make you sick without knowing why."   

    Eddy Manson (Oscar-winning film composer) Family Weekly, 1983 

    6). "Music is something terribly special.  It doesn't have to pass through  

    the censor of the brai before it can reach the heart.  An F-sharp doesn't  

    have to be considered in the mind; it is a direct hit, and therefore, all the  

    more powerful."  Leonard Bernstein, cited by Katrine Ames, An Affair to  

    Remember, Newsweek, Oct. 29, 1990 

    7). "I believe all the arts are moral.  I can't see how any of the arts can be  

    neutral."  Robert Shaw, quoted by Kurt Woetzel, Is Music Neutral? An  

    Interview with Robert Shaw, Frontline, Sept-Oct 1998 

    8). "Like human nature itself, music CANNOT POSSIBLY BE   

    NEUTRAL in its spiritual direction ... ultimately all uses of tone and  

    all musical lyrics can be classified according to their spiritual   

    direction, upward or downward. ... To put it plainly, music tends to  

    be of either the darkness or of the light."  David Tame, The Secret Power  

    of  Music 

    9). "Perhaps some of you are asking yourselves the question, But how can 

    a musical note be inherently good or bad? Aren't notes just a matter of  

    pitch variation, tonal vibration, compressions and decompressions of air?  

    Those are fair questions, Let's look at this more closely. Years ago I heard 

    a tape of a man who was defending the neutrality of music in a public  

    service. He walked over to the piano and played a C major chord. Then,  

    he asked the audience if it was a good C major chord or an evil C major  



    chord. After some scattered laughter, he said `See, there's no such thing as 

    good or evil music,' He made a rather obvious mistake, however, in his  

    reasoning: a C major chord isn't music! It is a building block of music- 

    and there's a big difference." 

    "Take the English language, for example. If I write the letter 'e', is  that a  

    good 'e' or a bad 'e'? Neither. As a building block of the English   

    language it is a neutral entity. However, I as a creative writer can put that  

    letter in conjunction with other letters and communicate something like                              

      Praise the Lord...or...I hate God. 

    In both of the above usages I have taken neutral letters and put  

    them together to communicate something to you. However, what I 

    have communicated is definitely not neutral, and my intent is  

    clearly conveyed. " Tim Fisher,  The Battle for Christian Music                                                                    

    10). "It is almost impossible to overstate the absurdity of the  

    claim that music is neutral, amoral, or void of communication by  

    itself. . . . Those who have looked beyond the current music  

    publications know that no one has ever taken the position that music 

    is neutral except for Christians in the last twenty-five years who are 

    trying to justify bringing rock into the church." Tim Fisher, The  

    Battle for Christian Music                                                                           

V. The Problems with Contemporary Christian Music                                                                   

 A. It has an incorrect Medium        

  1. What is Rock and Roll?        

   a. “My true belief about Rock ‘n’ Roll – and there have been a lot of 

phrases attributed to me over the years – is this:  I believe this kind of music is demonic…. A lot 

of the beats in music today are taken from voodoo drums.  If you study music in rhythms, like I 

have, you’ll see that is true…”  (Little Richard, quoted by Charles White, The Life and times of 

Little Richard, New York: Pocket Books, 1984, p. 197).      

   b. “Rock ‘n’ Roll is 99% sex.”… “The main purpose of rock and roll is 

celebration of the self”.  (John Oates of the rock duo Hall & Oates, Circus, Jan. 31, 1976; 

interview with Timothy White, 1987, Rock Lives, p. 594).      

   c. “Rock music is sex.  The big beat matches the body’s rhythms.  To deny 

rock’s place in society was to deny sexuality.”  (Frank Zappa of the Mothers of Invention, Life, 

June 28, 1968).                                                                                                                                  

   d. “Rock music has by its very beat and sound always celebrated sexuality.”  

(Time Magazine)                                                                                                                 

 e. “Rock music has always been the Devil’s music – you can’t convince me that it isn’t.”  

(David Bowie, Rock musician)         

 f. "Due to the prejudices of the times Alan Freed began calling the rhythm and blues 

records he played Rock "n" Roll. What is ironic that term Freed was using  to make rhythm and 

blues more acceptable to a white audience, was slang for sex in the black community.   

 g. "As its name implies, rock and roll was primarily a dance music—the emphasis shifting 

from blues to rhythm—and it was accepted as a focal point for teenage life, a common bond, an 

outlet for aggressions, a standard to rally around.... Further, rock and roll has an insistent, 

powerful impetus—basic backbeat and shuffle rhythms of rhythm and blues which demanded a 

physical response.. So the harsh, direct syncopation of rock and roll came as a physical 

manifestation of its content—a challenge to loosen up, to break the old molds of convention and 

propriety, to express real emotions. The musicians themselves moved and danced as they played, 



begging the listener to cast off his inhibitions" "Rock songs convey attitudes and ideas about the 

form of the dance itself, dancing as physical means of self-discovery, rebellion, release." "Its 

strength (has) always been rooted in the sexual energy of its rhythms; in that sense, the outraged 

parents who had seen rock as a threat to their childrens' virtue were right. Rock and roll made you 

want to move and shake and get physically excited."  Reuben Gonzalez                  2. Rock 

music defined           a. "The 

beat is essentially a blues rhythm with an accentuated backbeat."     

 Wikipedia           

 *"A back beat, or backbeat, is a syncopated accentuation on the "off"    

 beat. In a simple 4/4 rhythm these are beats 2 and 4. Emphasized back beat,   

 a feature of some African styles, defined rhythm and blues  recordings in    

 the late 1940s and so became one of the defining characteristics of        

 rock and roll and much contemporary popular music.  Wikipedia    b. 

"Rock-and-Roll (räk'n roll') n. first so used (1951) by Alan Freed, Cleveland disc jockey, taken 

from the song "My Baby Rocks Me with a Steady Roll". The use of rock, roll, rock and roll, etc., 

with reference to sexual intercourse, is traditional in blues, a form of popular music that evolved 

in the 1950's from rhythm and blues, characterized by the use of electric guitars, a strong rhythm 

with an accent on the offbeat, and youth-oriented lyrics."  History-of-Rock.com   

                                                                                c. "Rock and 

roll music began as a melting of the rhythm and blues and country western genres of the 1940s. 

The beat of rock and roll music comes mainly from a rhythm and blues boogie beat. The 

difference is made by the addition of an accented backbeat. This backbeat is one of the essential 

elements of rock and roll music."  Rockmusic.mu      d "In the 

form of a back beat, syncopation is used in virtually all contemporary    popular 

music.  Wikipedia          e. "New 

York, New York, is everything they say And no place that I'd rather be    Where 

else can you do a half a million things  All at a quarter to three     When 

they play their music, ooh that modern music       They 

like it with a lot of style          But it's 

still that same old back beat rhythm That really drives 'em wild    They say 

the heart of rock and roll is still beating        And 

from what I've seen I believe 'em          Now the 

old boy may be barely breathing         But the 

heart of rock and roll is still beating         LA, 

Hollywood, and the Sunset Strip Is something everyone should see    

 Neon lights and the pretty pretty girls All dressed so scantily    

 When they play their music That hard rock music They like it with a lot of flash   

 But it's still that same old back beat rhythm That really kicks .................   

 DC, San Antone and the Liberty Town, Boston and Baton Rouge    

 Tulsa, Austin, Oklahoma City, Seattle, San Francisco, too     

 Everywhere there's music, real live music, bands with a million styles    

 But It's still that some old rock and roll music that really drives 'em wild                  

 Huey Lewis           

 f. "Everybody's talkin' 'bout the new sound 

  Funny, but it's still rock and roll to me"  Billy Joel       

 3. Is it possible to use rock music to worship God?      

  a. God is holy Lev. 11:45;m Psalm 99:9; Isaiah 5:16;    

  b. We are commanded to be holy  I Peter 1:15-16     

  c. No  I Cor. 3:17, 14:40; I Thes. 5:22; II Tim. 2:22; Psalm 29:2; I John 2:15-16 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beat_%28music%29#Backbeat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syncopation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accent_%28music%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhythm_and_blues
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_and_roll
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beat_%28music%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_music


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                              

     


