
Gospel of John Chapter 14A 

 

Job 14:1 (Job) “Man who is born of a woman is few of days and full of trouble. 2  He comes out 

like a flower and withers; he flees like a shadow and continues not. 

 Job declares that life is brief and hard: Just since the beginning of 2013 we have seen: 

 3 diagnosis of cancer, the tragic death of a dear friend, missionaries abducted and robbed,  

 

Job 5:6 (Eliphaz, Job’s counselor) For affliction does not come from the dust, nor does trouble 

sprout from the ground, 7  but man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward. 

 Trouble doesn’t come out of mid-air and yet as surely as the sparks of a fire fly upward 

trouble comes to every man.  

 Jeremiah (the weeping prophet: so upset) comes to the point where he says: 

 

Jeremiah 20: 18  Why did I come out from the womb to see toil and sorrow, and spend my days 

in shame? 

 Jeremiah: If I would have known life was going to be this troublesome I would have never 

come out of my mother’s womb.  (That would have been trouble for her!) 

 Our Lord recognizes the tribulation of this life BUT claims to have overcome it. 

 

John 16:33b, In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

 Trouble is the natural condition of this fallen world BUT Jesus was victorious over sin and 

death. 

In light of all this trouble, WE ALL NEED COMFORT!  Where does it come from??? 

 FOR ME: After a particularly BAD day – Going home to my wife, to a good meal, to my 

beagles and a peaceful evening is comforting. 

o What if she was gone, what if my home was not a place of peace. (There are days) 

 I have known people who need a drink to relieve their stress and find comfort? 

 Some people look for help from their favorite Comfort foods,   

 Some escape through a movie, TV, a good book.  Seeking comfort through some form of 

fleshly pleasure. 

 Do any of these things truly provide lasting comfort?? 

 The Lord speaks to his people Israel in Isaiah 51: 

 

Isaiah 51: 12  “I, I am he who comforts you; who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, of 

the son of man who is made like grass, 

 God alone is my comfort, I don’t need to fear men. 

 The Apostle Paul who was: shipwrecked, stoned to death, beaten with rods, imprisoned, 

adrift in the sea for days, spoke of the comfort he received from God: 

 

1 Corinthians 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 

and God of all comfort, 4  who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 

comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 

by God. 

 

Back in the Gospel of John the Disciples of Christ have faced a difficult couple of weeks: 



 Extreme highs and lows:  emotional rollercoaster 

 Resurrection of Lazarus  -  Now there is a plot to kill both Jesus and Lazarus. 

 Jesus enters Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey, just as the Prophet Micah foretold. 

 BUT then he tells his disciples he is going to be put to death. The Pharisees are plotting and 

the streets aren’t safe. 

At the Last Supper 

 Judas left in the middle of the meal and still hasn’t returned. (some are uncomfortable) 

 Peter made a bold statement that he would lay down his life for the Lord BUT Jesus just told 

Peter that he would deny him before daylight.  (everybody is a bit on edge)  

 When he passed the cup he said it was the new covenant in his blood. 

 Now Jesus said he is leaving  

 

John 13:33  Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said 

to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’  

 What do you mean we can’t come, we haven’t left your side in 3 ½ years? 

36  Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am 

going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37  Peter said to him, “Lord, 

why can I not follow you now?  

 

You may be able to relate to the disciples emotional state at this point: 

 Some of you had to say good bye to your Father when he went off to WAR. He promised he 

would return. Some did and some did not. 

 Some Fathers leave to go to a different city to find work. They stay there for a while and 

later send for the whole family. 

 Some Father’s just leave. You may have been a child when your father left. You can relate to 

the disciples emotion when Jesus tells his disciples he is leaving. 

 When your whole life is in turmoil, where can you find lasting comfort? 

 

Here in John 14 we are going to examine the comfort that Christ offers his disciples: 

1. The Comfort that comes through Faith 

2. The Comfort of a secure Future 

3. The Comfort that comes from Familiarity 

 

1. The comfort that comes through faith. 

John 14:1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.” 

 While this evening has already been troubling for the disciples, it pales in comparison to 

what is about to take place. In a few short hours all of the disciples will all run away as Jesus 

is arrested. 

 Knowing what lay ahead Jesus points the disciples to the remedy that will sustain them 

through the gathering storm.   

 The only lasting COMFORT able to help in our time of need is a living Faith in God, Faith 

in Christ. Of course this is consistent with the whole of the Word of God: 

 

Habakkuk - Israel had fallen into IDOLATRY and God was about to judge them. 



Habakkuk 2:4  “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall 

live by his faith. 

 Hundreds of Thousands of Israelites would die in the Babylonian invasion BUT the JUST 

(Those who were justified by faith)  shall live by faith. 

 

King Hezekiah: Surrounded by the Assyrian army: (Senecharib’s Letter and intimidation) 

 

2 Kings 19:15  And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said: “O LORD the God of Israel, 

who is enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the 

earth; you have made heaven and earth.  19  So now, O LORD our God, save us, please, from his 

hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O LORD, are God alone.” 

 

Psalm 9: 9 (Psalm of David) The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times 

of trouble. 10  And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O LORD, have not 

forsaken those who seek you. 

 Years ago I had the privilege of standing with a dear friend in his battle with cancer. 

 We met together weekly as he went through Chemo-therapy. I stood him up and we walked 

around his drive way. We read the Psalms together and prayed together until the day when 

the Lord took him home.  

 Even at the door of death His faith in Christ sustained him.  

 

2. The Comfort of a secure Future 

When I am struggling through various difficulties instead of constantly meditating on my 

hardship over and over again……  (Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen)  

 I choose to set my mind on the Word of God and contemplate the future God has promised.   

 

John 14:2  In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I 

go to prepare a place for you? 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 

 Jesus the Son about to return to His Father promises a dwelling place for his disciples. 

 When I read this my mind quickly moves to the Middle Eastern betrothal and the activity of 

a bridegroom during his time of engagement.  

o In Jesus’ Day:  When the couple enters into a marital agreement at their betrothal the 

bridegroom returns to his father’s home and begins building an addition where he 

and his betrothed will dwell together. 

o Throughout the New Testament Christ is the Bridegroom and the church is his Bride 

o On that great day when the announcement comes, “Behold the bridegroom cometh!” 

the groom takes his bride into the addition he has built in his Father’s house and the 

marriage is consummated. 

o I have the privilege of working with a number of engaged couples every year. ALL 

of them have their heart set on a future day when they will be one with the one they 

love. 

o To me the words of the Lord Jesus provide the hope of great fulfillment, great joy 

and wonderful intimacy with God. 

 



I still remember watching out the window of my home as Sharon pulled away in her car during 

the days of our engagement. I wanted her to STAY and I dreamed of the day when she would be 

by my side for life. 

 

2Co 11:2  (Paul writes of the Corinthians believers) I feel a divine jealousy for you, for I 

betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.  

 The Father’s house is heaven and through His atoning work, Christ has provided his Bride 

an eternal dwelling place. 

 

In the Book of Revelation, John lifts us up (so to speak) so that, with him, we can look in the 

keyhole of the Father’s house:  

 God provides us with a glimpse of eternity to comfort and encourage us through the troubled 

times in this present life. 

 

Revelation 21:9  Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 

last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 

10  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city 

Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11  having the glory of God, its radiance like a 

most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 

 The city is a cube 1500 miles by 1500 miles by 1500 miles. It is adorned with all kinds of 

precious stones, and the Lord himself will be the light of the city and we will dwell with him 

forever. 

 

Revelation 22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb  2  through the middle of the street of the city; 

also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each 

month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  

3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, 

and his servants will worship him.  4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads. 

 

Comfort of a Secured Future: The promise of eternity has  …. 

 The night before he was Martyred, Puritan Christopher Love, said to his wife: “As soon as 

my head is severed from my body, it shall be united with Christ my Head in heaven, and I 

am persuaded that I shall tomorrow go up to Tower Hill as cheerfully to be everlastingly 

martyred unto my Redeemer as I went up to Giles’s church to be married to thee.”  

 

We have seen the comfort of FAITH, the comfort of a secured FUTURE both of these are based 

on the comfort that comes through an intimate knowledge a familiarity with God through His 

Son Jesus Christ: (Last Point) 

 

3 The Comfort that comes from Familiarity (I needed an “F” word… Actually it is the comfort 

that comes through the KNOWLEDGE of God)   

 



John 14:4  And you know the way to where I am going.” 5  Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 

not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

7  If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him 

and have seen him.” 8  Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 

9  Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

 

I appreciate Thomas he is the individual in the group who has the boldness to speak up and ask 

the question that was on your mind but you didn’t have the courage to ask. 

 (Thomas) Lord we still don’t really understand where you are going much less how we 

might get there.  

o In John 7 and John 13 Jesus told them that he was going back to the Father. BUT 

they really didn’t understand. 

o Before the arrival of the Holy Spirit the disciples don’t fully comprehend the things 

that Jesus was telling them. 

o Apart from the revealing work of the Spirit WHO really understands when Jesus 

says, “I and the Father are ONE?”  Who would believe that the Eternal Son of God 

actually put on flesh and came to dwell in his own creation? 

o What DID they know?  They knew Jesus, they believed he was the promised 

messiah, the long expected son of David who would rule on David’s throne. 

o But Jesus, ever the patient Lord, continues to teach them. After all He chose them, 

He called them and he was about to die on a cross for their sins. 

o When Thomas asks about the WAY to the Father, Jesus responds: 

6  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. 

 Jesus and Jesus alone is the way to God because he alone is the truth about God and he alone 

possesses the life of God. 

 

The Bible teaches that God may be approached exclusively through His Only Begotten Son, 

Jesus who is the “door of the sheep.” 

 

John 10: 7  So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 

8  All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 

9  I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 

 

Acts 4:12 (Peter filled with the Holy Ghost declared)  there is salvation in no one else, for there 

is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

 

The pervasive thought in our postmodern society is that there are many paths to God, all 

religions have essential truth and lead to God. BUT this claim of Jesus is a claim of exclusivity.  

He is THE WAY,  

 

THE TRUTH: Jesus is the truth because he embodies the supreme revelation of God  

John 1:17  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18  

No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.. 



  Jesus says and does exclusively what the Father gives him to say and do. 

 

He is the LIFE  -  Because He is GOD: He has life in himself. 

John 5: 26  For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in 

himself. 

 Because Jesus is GOD, The comfort that He provides is a comfort that is greater than any of 

life’s trials and hardships. 

 There are MANY trials and difficulties that we face in this life: Financial, relational, 

Physical,  BUT the greatest foe that mortal man faces is DEATH. 

 Jesus defeated death through His resurrection.  

John 11:25  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though 

he die, yet shall he live, 26  and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 

believe this?”He proved himself to be both the resurrection and the life at the tomb of his friend 

Lazarus. 

 Once death has lost its grip what is there really to fear?  Troubles, hardships, nakedness, 

peril, sword?  NO in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.   

 

SO, “Let not your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.” 

 

NOW with the COMFORT that God has give YOU go and comfort ONE ANOTHER: 

1 Corinthians 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 

and God of all comfort, 4  who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 

comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 

by God. 

 

 


