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“Jesus’ Qualifications as High Priest” 

Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

INTRO: 

 

 The writer to the Hebrews opened Chapter five with a description of the qualifications of a 
high priest. At verse 5, the writer applied the qualifications of the high priesthood to our Lord 
Jesus Christ. God’s requirements for a High Priest are three. (1) First, we learned that he had to 
be a man called from the line of men to offer gifts and sacrifices to God on the behalf of 
humans. (2) Second we learned that the high priest must have compassion for the folks to 
whom he ministered. This compassion came as a result of being surrounded by weakness. (3) 
Third, and finally, we discovered that God’s high priest must not be self-appointed. He must be 
called of God to the position of High Priest. 

 

 Did the Lord Jesus Christ fulfill these requirements? In verses 5-10, the writer worked 
backward over the qualifications he described in verses 1-4. We see first our Lord’s call to the 
High Priesthood in verses 5 and 6.  Next, in verses 7 and 8, he told us how Jesus was weak and 
thus can be compassionate. Finally, in verses 9 and 10, the writer described how our Lord Jesus 
offered up Himself as a sacrifice for us. 

 

 

  I. His Call (v. 5-6) 

 II. His Compassion (v. 7-8) 

III. His Sacrifice (v. 9-10) 

 

  I. His Call (v. 5-6) 

A. In verse 4, we learned anyone who would be high priest must be called by God Himself. 

“And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron 

was.”  Therefore, if our Lord Jesus is to be our Great High Priest, God the Father must have 

called Him to be high priest. He was called. “So also Christ did not glorify Himself to 

become High Priest.” 

 
B. The writer offered two pieces of evidence to support his contention. Both of these 

quotes are from the Old Testament Scriptures. We read: (5b and 6) “But it was He who 

said to Him:  ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You.’ As He also says in 

another place: ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’” 

 



June 1, 2014         AM Messassage         2 
Dr. Don Gommesen          

 

1. First he quoted from Psalm 2. The writer quoted this verse before in chapter one. 

There he made the point that God never called anyone else “His Son.”  We said 

before that this Psalm was a coronation Psalm. It was written to record God’s 
promise to the kings of David’s line that He had a special relationship with them. 

They would be to Him as a son. Psalm 2 is also a Messianic Psalm. It applies to the 

Lord Jesus Christ. In the New Testament in Acts 13 it is associated with our Lord’s 

resurrection. Here it is associated with His priesthood. 
 

2. Second, the writer quoted another Messianic Psalm, Psalm 110:4. “The LORD has 

sworn and will not relent, ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek.’”  Who in the world is Melchizedek? In Genesis 15 when Abraham has 

returned from rescuing Lot, he meets this enigmatic person, Melchizedek who is the 
king and priest of Salem.  Abraham gives a tithe of the spoils of the battle to this king. 

 

3. Melchizedek is important for several reasons. We will discover much more about him 
as we go along. One of those important things we need to understand here is that he 
was both a priest and a king. In the Aaronic line of priests there is a clear division 

between the role of priest and king. Psalm 2 declared Jesus is king and Psalm 110 

stated our Lord Jesus Christ is king and priest just as Melchizedek was priest and king. 

Not only is Jesus a king, He is “a priest forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek.”  No Aaronic priest was ever a priest forever. He served all of his life and 

when he died another took his place.  Our Lord’s priesthood is a permanent and eternal 
priesthood.  He will never cease being our High Priest. 

 

C. Jesus was called to be high priest, not according to the call of the Aaronic high priest, but 
after the order of Melchizedek. 

 

II. His Compassion (v. 7-8) 

 

A. Hebrews 5:7–10 “In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and 

supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and 

He was heard because of His piety. Although He was a Son, He learned obedience 

from the things which He suffered.”  A high priest had to be called, he also had to be 

compassionate. Was our Lord Jesus compassionate? Yes, He came to be with us and learn 
about our weaknesses first hand. Jesus knew what it was to be hungry, thirsty, and tired. He 
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knew physical pain and spiritual agony when He bore our sins on the cross. We think of the 
agony and praying our Lord did in Gethsemane. 

 

B. We need to remember how He wept over Jerusalem in Luke 19. He also wept at the tomb 

of Lazarus. Do you remember when Jesus confronted Peter in the upper room? “And the 

Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift 

you as wheat: 32But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art 

converted, strengthen thy brethren.” (Luke 22.31-32)  

 

C. Verse 8 tends to be a stumbling block for some. “Although He was a Son, He learned 

obedience from the things which He suffered.”  Jesus did not learn obedience, like we 

learn obedience; by first learning where He was disobedient. He experienced total and 
complete obedience to the Father and through that became the perfect, complete, and 
acceptable sacrifice required for the forgiveness of our sin. Romans 5:19 sheds a little light 

on this point. “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also 

by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.” 

 

III. His Sacrifice (v. 9-10) 

 

A. A high priest must be called. Jesus was called by the Father. A high priest must be 
compassionate. Jesus learned compassion by suffering the weakness of those around Him in 
His earthly ministry. He demonstrated His compassion in His prayers and tears. Finally, a 
High Priest had to minister to God for mankind offering up sacrifices and offerings to God. 

“And having been made perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation, to all 

those who obey Him being designated by God as a high priest according to the 

order of Melchizedek.” (Hebrews 5:9-10) 

 

B. His obedience and submission to the Father qualified Him to be our perfect sacrifice as an 
offering for sin. He became the source of eternal salvation for all those who come in the 
obedience of faith.  

 

Because the Lord Jesus was called, compassionate, and offered sacrifices for our sin, He is 
therefore qualified to be our high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 
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What do we do with all of this? First, are we those who obey Him by faith, believing upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior as He commanded?  

 

Are we willing to submit to the will of the Father as the Son was willing to submit to the 

Father’s will for us? 1 Peter 5:6–7 “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty 

hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for 

He cares for you.” 

 

 


