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“‘It is well and good for the preacher to base his sermon on the Bible, but he better get to something relevant pretty quickly, or we start to 
mentally check out.’ That stunningly clear sentence reflects one of the most amazing, tragic, and lamentable characteristics of contemporary 
Christianity: an impatience with the Word of God.”                                                                                                                             ─Mark Galli 
 
Nehemiah 8:1-3 (NKJV) “1 Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate; and 
they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law 
before the assembly of men and women and all who could hear with understanding on the first day of the seventh month. 3 Then he read 
from it in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women and those who could 
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.” 
 
2 Timothy 3:16 (ESV) “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness.” 
 
What would have to be true of a book that claims to be breathed out by God to confirm and convince of its trustworthiness? 

• It would need to claim to be God’s Word. 

• It would need to be transmitted to us accurately so that we know that the copies we have are an accurate representation of what was 
originally said. 

• It should be historically accurate and not be in disagreement with undisputed archeological findings. A book that confuses dates and 
events and names could not be the “breathed out” Word of God. 

• This book should be without any scientific absurdities that would be a dead giveaway it had only human authorship. 

• If this book prophesied any future event and the time of that prophesy has now passed, you would expect that history would record the 
events as happening just as it was prophesied. 

• If this book was really from God, you would expect it to be verifiable in the personal experiences of those who have followed its 
commands and teachings.  

 
Authority is the right or power to command obedience or belief. 
 
“The authority of Scripture means that all the words of Scripture are God’s words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey any word of 
Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.”                                                                                                                                 ─Wayne Grudem 
 
“We affirm that Scripture in its entirety is inerrant, being free from all falsehood, fraud, or deceit. We deny that biblical infallibility and 
inerrancy are limited to spiritual, religious or redemptive themes, exclusive of assertions in the field of history and science. We further deny 
that scientific hypotheses about earth history may properly be used to overturn the teaching of Scripture on creation and the flood.” 
                                                                                                                                    ─The Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy, Article XII 
 
“The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the original manuscripts does not affirm anything that is contrary to fact.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                   ─Wayne Grudem 
 
 
I.       A Kingdom-Focused Church Reads the Bible 
 

1 Timothy 4:13a (ESV) “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture…”  
 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

 
Jeremiah 23:29 (NKJV) “‘Is not My word like a fire?’ says the Lord, ‘And like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?’” 
 
“In many churches, there is almost no public reading of the Word of God. Worship is filled with music, but congregations seem 
disinterested in listening to the reading of the Bible. We are called to sing in worship, but the congregation cannot live only on portions 
of Scripture that are woven into songs and hymns. Christians need the ministry of the Word as the Bible is read before the 
congregation such that God’s people─young and old, rich and poor, married and unmarried, sick and well─hear it together.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    ─Al Mohler 



II.      A Kingdom-Focused Church Preaches the Bible 
 

1 Timothy 4:13 (ESV) “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.” 
 
2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 
teaching.” 

 
 
 
III.     A Kingdom-Focused Church Prays the Bible 
 

1 Timothy 2:1 (NKJV) “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all 
men.” 
 
John 15:7 (NKJV) “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” 
 
 

 
IV.      A Kingdom-Focused Church Sings the Bible 
 

Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord.” 
 
Age to age, He stands, 
And time is in His hands, 
Beginning and the end, 
Beginning and the end. 
 
The Godhead Three in One, 
Father, Spirit, Son, 
Lion and the Lamb, 
Lion and the Lamb. 
 
How great is our God, sing with me, 
How great is our God and all will see 
How great, how great is our God. 
                      ─Chris Tomlin 
 
What a Wonderful change in my life has been wrought 
Since Jesus came into my heart! 
I have light in my soul for which long I had sought, 
Since Jesus came into my heart! 
 
Since Jesus came into my heart, 
Since Jesus came into my heart, 
Floods of joy o’er my soul like the sea billows roll, 
Since Jesus came into my heart. 

─Rufus McDaniel 
 
 

 
V.       A Kingdom-Focused Church Sees the Bible  
 

“The ordinances are the dramatic presentations of the Gospel. They are moving pictures that represent the spiritual realities of the 
Gospel, written and directed by Jesus Himself.”                                                                                                                     ─Mark Dever 
 
“The Word builds the church. Our power is not in having small groups, or meeting the felt needs of our target audience, or in using the 
right evangelism program, or having funny skits, or providing plenteous parking, or targeting our ministries to postmoderns. Our power 
is in our unique message─the Gospel─not in our innovations. As such, our primary method must be to clearly communicate that 
message as widely as possible. Biblically, that means that we must faithfully preach it, fearlessly calling for repentance and belief as 
the only saving responses.”                                                                                                                                                     ─Mark Dever 
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   No book ever written has had more nice things said about it and yet ignored so much as the Bible. The 

really sad truth is that this statement could be accurately applied not just to individuals, but also to many 

churches. Mark Galli, senior managing editor of Christianity Today wrote the following. “‘It is well and 

good for the preacher to base his sermon on the Bible, but he better get to something relevant pretty 

quickly, or we start to mentally check out.’ That stunningly clear sentence reflects one of the most 

amazing, tragic, and lamentable characteristics of contemporary Christianity: an impatience with the 

Word of God.” [Quoted in an article by Al Mohler, Why So Many Churches Hear So Little of the Bible, 

May 14, 2014]. Today, in thousands of churches, the message has little if any Scripture. The catch phrase 

used in these churches is “We must keep the message relevant”. 

   Compare that narcissistic (“It’s all about me”) attitude toward the Scripture that says “the Word of God 

must be adapted in church to what I am concerned about”, to an incident recorded in Nehemiah 8:1-3 

(NKJV) “
1 

Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that was in front of the 

Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had 

commanded Israel. 
2 

So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly of men and women and all 

who could hear with understanding on the first day of the seventh month. 
3 

Then he read from it in the 

open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women 

and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.”  

   A Kingdom Focused Church that is available and effective in coming along side struggling churches to 

be an instrument that God will use to revitalize them, will magnify and put in the central place the Word 

of God – the Bible! Why are we such sticklers about the centrality of the Scriptures on all that we do? 

Why do we refuse to go with the latest approach or fad to major on pragmatic methods that hold people’s 

interest with stories and application without Bible exposition? It is very simply because we believe that 

the Bible is the very Word of God. When the Bible speaks, God speaks. What could be more relevant than 

hearing God speak to us?  

   Before we go deep in the priority of the Bible in a Kingdom focused church, let’s review some truths 

about the Bible that explains why it has the center place in all that we do. 2 Timothy 3:16 (ESV) says 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness”. In many translations the word “inspiration” is used instead of “breathed out”, 

but the Greek word translated “inspiration” literally means “to be breathed out”. What would have to be 

true of a book that claims to be breathed out by God to confirm and convince of its trustworthiness? Let 

me give you 6 things: 

� It would need to claim to be God’s Word. 

� It would need to be transmitted to us accurately so that we know that the copies we have are an 

accurate representation of what was originally written. 

� It should be historically accurate and not be in disagreement with undisputed archeological findings. 

A book that confuses dates and events and names could not be the “breathed out” Word of God. 

� This book should be without any scientific absurdities that would be a dead giveaway it had only 

human authorship. 

� If this book prophesied any future event and the time of that prophesy has now passed, you would 

expect that history would record the events as happening just as it was prophesied. 

� If this book was really from God, you would expect it to be verifiable in the personal experiences of 

those who have followed its commands and teachings.  

I submit to you that the Bible passes the above test with a perfect score.   



    For this introduction, I want to look at two things that are true of the Bible because it is “breathed out” 

by God. First, since the Bible is breathed out by God it has all authority. If God breathed it out, it would 

have the very authority of God. What do we mean by “authority”? Authority is the right or power to 

command obedience or belief. God’s sovereignty over everything evidences His authority. Wayne 

Grudem says this about the authority of Scripture: “The authority of Scripture means that all the words of 

Scripture are God’s words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to 

disbelieve or disobey God.” Hundreds of times in the Old Testament, we find the words, “Thus says the 

LORD”. The meaning is that what follows is the Word of God with all of God’s authority.  

   Second, if the Scriptures were breathed out by a perfect God, they are inerrant (without error). In 

October of 1978 a group of more than 200 evangelical leaders and scholars met in Chicago and came up 

with what is called, “The Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy”. Here is Article XII. “We affirm that 

Scripture in its entirety is inerrant, being free from all falsehood, fraud, or deceit. We deny that biblical 

infallibility and inerrancy are limited to spiritual, religious or redemptive themes, exclusive of assertions 

in the field of history and science. We further deny that scientific hypotheses about earth history may 

properly be used to overturn the teaching of Scripture on creation and the flood.” Wayne Grudem has a 

way of putting things so simply that people of average intelligence can understand them. Here is 

Grudem’s definition of the inerrancy of Scripture: “The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the 

original manuscripts does not affirm anything that is contrary to fact.” To summarize, when we say that 

the Bible is inerrant, we are saying that the Bible is always telling the truth, whatever the subject may be. 

That means that the Bible can be inerrant and still speak in the ordinary language of everyday speech. For 

instance the Bible may speak of the sun rising because from the perspective of the speaker, that is exactly 

what happens. That doesn’t contradict the fact that it is the earth that is rotating that causes the darkness 

and light. Inerrancy would include rounding off of numbers as is acceptable in everyday speech. For 

instance, if I say that I live 2 miles from the church and you measure it an find that it is 2.105 miles from 

the church, you are not going to conclude that I have lied. The same thing is true when large numbers are 

rounded off. Inerrancy has to do with truthfulness, not with a degree of precision that is not expected in 

everyday language.  

   The purpose of this message is not to give a detailed defense of the authority and inerrancy of Scripture. 

Back in 2006, I did a long series entitled “How to Defend Your Faith” and we took about 4 messages to 

deal with the trustworthiness of Scripture. You can still get CD’s of that series if you are interested. My 

purpose here is to remind us of the central place the Bible – this authoritative, breathed out by God, 

inerrant book – should have in the whole of life of a disciple of Jesus Christ. As this message will affirm, 

everything we do as individuals and as a church body must be tied to and in step with the Word of God. 

Many (if not most) times being in step with the Word of God will cause us to be out of step with the 

culture around us. 

   At this point, I want to move from a general application of the authority and inerrancy of Scripture to 

make a specific application to the methods, the programs, and especially the public gatherings of a New 

Testament, Kingdom focused church. The greatest emphasis in this message is to the public gatherings 

(the “worship services”) of the church. If we are not grounded in the Scriptures, we will buy in to the 

world’s definition of success (bodies, budgets, and buildings) and we will succumb to the temptation to be 

guided by pragmatism (whatever works to get more bodies, bigger budgets, and impressive buildings) 

instead of guided by the Word of God.   

   Does the Bible have anything to say about what we do when we gather together on the Lord’s Day to 

have what is commonly called a “worship service”? Yes, the Bible does speak to our gatherings. There is 

no one passage that establishes a detailed order of service or a list of things to avoid. However there are 

multiple principles in the Bible that we can apply to make these corporate services pleasing to God. If 

Satan can just get us to neglect the Bible, he doesn’t care whether or not we deny it. The bottom line is 

that a Kingdom focused church will ground everything in their service to the Bible. What does that look 

like? [Much of the following material was adapted from a book by Mark Dever and Paul Alexander, The 

Deliberate Church, page 77 and following] 

 

I.       A Kingdom Focused Church Reads the Bible 



   1 Timothy 4:13a (ESV) “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture…” We 

believe that just the reading of Scripture in a worship gathering is powerful even when it is not 

accompanied by explanation, illustration, and application. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) “For the word of God 

is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 

spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Jeremiah 

23:29 (NKJV) “‘Is not My word like a fire?’ says the Lord, ‘And like a hammer that breaks the rock in 

pieces?’” We believe that the reading of the Word should be the norm in our services. We take this 

seriously! Several years ago the Pastors on the staff at that time took an afternoon to participate in a video 

workshop on the public reading of Scripture. We tell out Pastors to read the passage multiple times until 

they are familiar with it and to read it enthusiastically. While the Scriptures just simply read are powerful, 

the public reading of the Word also says to those in attendance that we value the Word and it is central to 

all that we do.  

   Al Mohler has a clear word on the public reading of Scripture. “In many churches, there is almost no 

public reading of the Word of God. Worship is filled with music, but congregations seem disinterested in 

listening to the reading of the Bible. We are called to sing in worship, but the congregation cannot live 

only on portions of Scripture that are woven into songs and hymns. Christians need the ministry of the 

Word as the Bible is read before the congregation such that God’s people – young and old, rich and poor, 

married and unmarried, sick and well – hear it together.” [Quoted in an article by Al Mohler, Why So 

Many Churches Hear So Little of the Bible, May 14, 2014].  

 

II.      A Kingdom Focused Church Preaches the Bible 

   Allow me to quote the remainder of 1 Timothy 4:13 (ESV) “Until I come, devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.” The Bible must be read, but beyond just reading there 

must be exhortation (“preaching” NIV) and teaching. 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) says, “Preach the word! Be 

ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.” 

Preaching is not as popular today as it once was. In the 17
th

 century, the Puritans regularly preached 

sermons that lasted two hours. Sometimes singing was at a minimum. They believed that the primary 

means of corporate worship was the preaching of the Word. As important as singing the Bible is, the 

primary means of worship in a public gathering of the church is the preaching of the Word. I grew up in a 

culture where emotion was quite important in a public service. Sometimes people would say something 

like, “What a service we had. We got to singing and testifying and we didn’t even have time for 

preaching.” I’m not so sure that God was pleased with that. 

   We believe that one type of preaching ought to be the norm in a Kingdom focused church. The type of 

preaching that feeds God’s people and convicts the unsaved is what is called “expository preaching”. 

Expository preaching basically “exposes” God’s Word as it appears in Scripture. The most popular type 

of preaching is “topical preaching”. The topical sermon begins with a topic the preacher wants to talk 

about rather than beginning with a specific passage. There is nothing wrong with topical preaching. I 

would estimate that about 2o-25% of the sermons I preach are topical. A topical message brings in 

passages from all over the Scripture that deals with the topic the preacher has chosen. The topic may be 

“holiness”, “family life”, “overcoming temptation”, or “the marks of a Kingdom focused church.” There 

will always be a need for topical messages. Here is why the steady diet of preaching ought to be 

expository preaching. In topical preaching, the Pastor generally knows what he wants to say and then 

gathers Scripture to support what he wants to teach about the topic. Expository preaching begins with the 

text and not what the preacher wants to say. The preacher unfolds the text and most always learns things 

that he didn’t know when he began to study. Expository preaching is usually thorough a book of the Bible 

or a specific portion of a book. The Pastor is then standing in the pulpit proclaiming what he has learned 

in his study of the passage. I am often surprised with what I have found in the passage. When the preacher 

is learning every week in his study, the messages tend to be more beneficial to the members. Expository 

messages also force Pastors to deal with passages that he would just as soon pass over because they may 

contain hard and controversial truths. When he is committed to stick with the text, he can’t just skip 

passages that are hard. Because the Bible is God’s breathed out word, we must preach the Bible and start 

with the Bible in its context and then explain it, illustrate it and apply it. 



 

III.     A Kingdom Focused Church Prays the Bible 

   1 Timothy 2:1 (NKJV) “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

giving of thanks be made for all men”. This exhortation to public prayer is at the beginning of a chapter 

that gives instruction to the church on corporate worship. Those leading in public prayers should base 

their prayers on Scripture and lace their prayer with actual quotes from the Scriptures. Jesus said in John 

15:7 (NKJV) “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall 

be done for you.” That means that if His words, the Scriptures, abide in us, those words of Scripture guide 

and empower our prayers because we can pray with confidence when we are praying in the will of the 

One who inspired the Scriptures.  

 

IV.      A Kingdom Focused Church Sings the Bible 

   We are told in Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”. The important question to answer about any 

song that we sing is this: Is this song proclaiming the Scripture? Some personal testimony in song is not 

bad, but it should be minimal. The focus is on the God of the Word. If singing is a vehicle of worship, it 

should focus on the One we worship, not on the feelings or changes wrought in the one singing. Again, 

that is not a hard fast rule, but a principle that proclaims the main emphasis of our singing. Let me 

illustrate by giving an example.  

“How Great Is Our God” by Chris Tomlin 

Age to age, He stands 

And time is in His hands 

Beginning and the end 

Beginning and the end 

The Godhead Three in One 

Father, Spirit, Son 

Lion and the Lamb 

Lion and the Lamb 

How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God and all will see 

How great, how great is our God 

“Since Jesus Came into My Heart” by Rufus McDaniel (1914) 

What a Wonderful change in my life has been wrought 

Since Jesus came into my heart! 

I have light in my soul for which long I had sought, 

Since Jesus came into my heart! 

 

Since Jesus came into my heart, 

Since Jesus came into my heart, 

Floods of joy o’er my soul like the sea billows roll, 

Since Jesus came into my heart. 

   Neither of those are bad songs, but which one most facilitates worship by pointing our minds to 

Scripture and to the God we worship? Without a doubt, it is “How Great Is Our God”. It is filled with the 

Bible! The songs we sing should focus on God, His attributes, His work, and His ways. Even in 

“testimony songs” the focus should be on Bible. As long as the music doesn’t overpower the words, the 

style is irrelevant. The focus should be on the words – are we singing the Bible? 

 

V.       A Kingdom Focused Church Sees the Bible 



   God has devised two ways that we see the Bible – baptism and the Lord’s Supper! We sometimes have 

people say, “Why don’t we ever have drama in our worship services?” We do! The ordinances are 

dramatic presentations of the Gospel. Mark Dever describes the ordinances this way: “The ordinances are 

the dramatic presentations of the Gospel. They are moving pictures that represent the spiritual realities of 

the Gospel, written and directed by Jesus Himself.” [Mark Dever and Paul Alexander, The Deliberate 

Church, page 85]. The bread and the wine in the Lord’s Supper picture for us the body of Christ that was 

given for us upon a rugged cross and the blood that was shed there which speaks of His poured out life for 

us (Leviticus 17:11).  

   Baptism portrays our identification with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. Baptism proclaims 

in a kind of drama the glorious truth that the old us is dead and buried and in Christ we have been raised 

up to a new life that is no longer enslaved to sin, but is now made new in Christ (Romans 6:3-4). 

CONCLUSION 

   Let me conclude with a word from Paul Alexander and Mark Dever in a book from which I 

borrowed the outline for this message. “The Word builds the church. Our power is not in having 

small groups, or meeting the felt needs of our target audience, or in using the right evangelism 

program, or having funny skits, or providing plenteous parking, or targeting our ministries to 

postmoderns. Our power is in our unique message – the Gospel – not in our innovations. As such, our 

primary method must be to clearly communicate that message as widely as possible. Biblically, that 

means that we must faithfully preach it, fearlessly calling for repentance and belief as the only saving 

responses.” [Mark Dever and Paul Alexander, page 27]. When we faithfully read the Bible, preach 

the Bible, pray the Bible, sing the Bible, and portray the Bible through the ordinances, we will see 

God doing the work He desires to do here – sinners will be converted, saints will be maturing, 

churches will be revitalized, and God will be glorified. 


