
1 
 

Evil is Rewarded for Good      Princess Chapel Church 
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Pastor, Douglas Salyer       May 28, 2014 
 

KJV – Genesis 44:1-34 

 

“Evil is Rewarded for Good” 

Introduction: 
 
     Today’s lesson will be taken from Genesis 44:1-34. Joseph had already brilliantly set up a test by 
creating tensions during their two visits. He had even masterfully planned a test to test their 
concern for Benjamin. If they had failed this test, by having no compassion for this second son of 
Rachel, then they would have no part in the fulfillment of the promises.  
 
     When one reads through Genesis 44, you will see that finding out something is what this chapter 
is all about. In fact at least seven times the word “found” or the term “found out” is used. One cannot 
run or hide from their past sins. Unless they deal with them properly they will be found out. 
 
     God will test His family members to show whether or not they have truly repented. Not because 
He needs to know but to display this true repentance to other family members. If they have come to 
genuine, true repentance, God will lead them into a new relationship with Him and new blessings. 
 
     Dr. S. L. Johnson said: “God will always find out our iniquity. Tens of years may pass over your life 
and like these brethren you may be congratulating yourself that the sin is forgotten, and you are safe; 
and then a train of circumstances, little suspected, but manipulated by a Divine hand will suddenly 
bring the truth to light, and write God’s sentence in flaming characters upon the walls of the house in 
which you riot in careless ease. The unforgiven sinner is never safe” (Genesis, Study #60, page 2). 
 
     If we have come to true repentance we can expect new and wonderful blessings from our 
Heavenly Father. This chapter, in the lives of these ten brothers, is a bittersweet one. Their lesson 
should be put into remembrance for all of us to help us remember that for those trying to cover up 
their sin it will be bitter because God always guarantees discovery. For those who deal with their 
sin with repentance, this chapter is sweet because it guarantees God’s blessings. 
 
Genesis 44:1-2 

1 And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they 
can carry, and put every man's money in his sack's mouth. 

2 And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the youngest, and his corn money. And he did 
according to the word that Joseph had spoken. 

     The last test Joseph gave them was at the dinner table. The test would determine how these 
brothers would react to the special treatment of Joseph. In this present test Joseph is planning he is 
waiting to see how these brothers would react if they thought they were going to have to hand over  
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Rachel’s other son Benjamin. He knew they were not jealous of Benjamin when he was given the 
special treatment at the supper. Now he want to see their reaction if they had to turn him over to 
the Egyptians like they did Joseph many years before. 

Genesis 44:3-6 

3 As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses. 

4 And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow 
after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for 
good? 

5 Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in so doing. 

6 And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these same words. 

     The next morning as they departed on their return trip home, little did they realize this was their 
last and final test that Joseph had prepared for them. This test involved the men’s silver placed back 
in their sacks (as it had been done on the first return trip), but this second time they placed Joseph’s 
very own silver cup in the sack of Benjamin, the youngest of the brothers. 

     When the steward caught up with them and accused them of theft, he deliberately created 
tension among them all by opening the sack of the oldest first and moving on down the line until he 
got to the youngest, Benjamin. He knew, of course, he would find the cup in Benjamin’s sack 
because he put it there. 

     He asked these boys, why have you rewarded evil for good? In other words, why have you repaid 
my lord (Joseph) who treated you good and well with the evil of this deed? 

Genesis 44:7-9 

7 And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these words? God forbid that thy servants should do 
according to this thing: 

8 Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, we brought again unto thee out of the land 
of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold? 

9 With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let him die, and we also will be my lord's bondmen. 

     The brothers were all facing a charge of theft from the steward to the second-in-command of all 
of Egypt. This was a most serious charge and they immediately protested their innocence by 
pointing to their integrity in returning the money from the first trip. They were positive no one 
among them would have done such a thing and they declared death upon the perpetrator if such 
was found and slavery for themselves.  

     What irony this was in this scenario because, concerning the act with Joseph, the only one of the 
bunch that was blameless was the younger son, Benjamin.  
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     Benjamin was not even with these ten boys when they committed the act with Joseph 27 years 
earlier, yet it would be the innocent in this case who would be accused of the crime and pronounced 
guilty. 

Genesis 44:10-13 

10 And he said, Now also let it be according unto your words: he with whom it is found shall be my 
servant; and ye shall be blameless. 

11 Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man his sack. 

12 And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest: and the cup was found in 
Benjamin's sack. 

13 Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned to the city. 

     Beginning with the oldest moving down the line to young Benjamin, once again there was a clear 
display of inside knowledge of the family which should have alerted them to something. Yet their 
worry for their younger brother Benjamin far outweighed anything else. When the cup was found in 
Benjamin’s sack the other ten brothers tore their clothes; (Rent their garments.) 

     The rending or renting of the clothing was a common Jewish practiced expression which simply 
means: to tear (one's garments or hair) in anguish or rage. The renting of their garments was not in 
rage because they thought Benjamin was guilty. They were in rage and anguish because their sins 
had completely caught up with them. They had had a few close calls up to this point, but now 
Benjamin’s life is at stake and they were in anguish and disgust over their own sin. 

     They did not give up so easily without appealing to Joseph, so they all went back into the city. 

Genesis 44:14-16 

14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he was yet there: and they fell before him on 
the ground. 

15 And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can 
certainly divine? 

16 And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear 
ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord's servants, both we, 
and he also with whom the cup is found. 

     Judah, who was the surety for Benjamin, came to Joseph’s house and they all fell before him on 
the ground. Once again Joseph’s dream had become a reality, they all prostrated before him to beg 
for grace and mercy both for their youngest brother, Benjamin, and also for their father, Jacob.  

     Joseph was still disguising himself as an Egyptian official before his brothers as he hinted that 
because they had stolen his cup he could not practice divination. This was all a part of his disguise 
because Joseph in no way was an idol worshipper.  
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    God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: Judah declares as the spokesman for the family and 
by doing so he is showing how his heart had changed by acknowledging the providence of God in 
the uncovering of their sin (only the ten brothers, excluding Benjamin) notice how the verse ends: 
God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord's servants, both we, and he also 
with whom the cup is found. 

Genesis 44:17 

17 And he said, God forbid that I should do so: but the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be 
my servant; and as for you, get you up in peace unto your father. 

     Joseph, still in disguise, shows some compassion. He states he will only keep young Benjamin as 
his servant and let the others return to their father. Notice the innocent is left to pay the plenty but 
the ten guilty are to be set free to return to their father. 

Genesis 44:18-22 

18 Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in 
my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh. 

19 My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, or a brother? 

20 And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and 
his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth him. 

21 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. 

22 And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his father, his father 
would die. 

     Judah is pleading for his brother’s freedom. Judah is a changed man because of true repentance 
for his sin against Joseph. After a person in the family of God truly repents, they will show signs of it. 
Their speech and actions will change and their life will clearly demonstrate a change in turning to 
God from sin and their sinful ways.  

Genesis 44:23-31 

23 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see 
my face no more. 

24 And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant my father, we told him the words of my lord. 

25 And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little food. 

26 And we said, We cannot go down: if our youngest brother be with us, then will we go down: for we 
may not see the man's face, except our youngest brother be with us. 

27 And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye know that my wife bare me two sons: 
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28 And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces; and I saw him not since: 

29 And if ye take this also from me, and mischief  befall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with 
sorrow to the grave. 

30 Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad be not with us; seeing that his life is 
bound up in the lad's life; 

31 It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall 
bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 

     In Judah’s appeal he is more concerned about Benjamin’s freedom and his father’s well being and 
life than he is over the fact he was the surety for Benjamin, because he doesn’t mention this until 
last. 

Genesis 44:32-34 

32 For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I 
shall bear the blame to my father for ever. 

33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the 
lad go up with his brethren. 

34 For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that 
shall come on my father. 

     Here is a beautiful passage of true repentance. At one time these brothers thought about 
executing a brother and they were willing to sell him as a slave, but now Judah is willing to sacrifice 
his own life so that Benjamin might be spared (Genesis 44:32-33).  
 

- Judah had dramatically changed. He humbled himself before Joseph (Genesis 44:18).  
 

- Judah informed Joseph that Israel so loved Benjamin that if he did not return, it would kill 
him (Genesis 44:27-3l).  

 
- Judah cared more about his father’s life and Benjamin’s life than his own, and he offered 

himself as a substitute (Genesis 44:33).  
 
     It is no wonder that Jesus Christ came through the line of Judah (Micah 5:2 / Matthew 1:2-3). 
Substitutionary sacrifices are not foreign to this tribe of Israel.  

    For many years, this family thought their sin had gone unnoticed, but God had kept the records 
and, even though it took 27 plus years, He tracked them all down. Truth is, this family had changed. 
They had honestly repented and God was about to bless them for it and any child of God must 
realize that God’s blessing will only come after true, genuine repentance.  


