
 

 

Morning Sermon May 31, 2015 
“Grabbed by the Gospel”  Romans 1:1-17 

 

I. Paul’s Gospelized Greeting – Romans 1:1 
NKJ  

Romans 1:1 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an 
apostle, separated to the gospel of God (Romans 1:1 NKJ) 
 

1. Paul starts his letter to the Romans by introducing himself, 
this was according to custom / formula: 

A. A bondservant of Jesus Christ 
B. Called to be an apostle 
C. Separated to the Gospel of God – 

 
The normal formula was (A) Paul introduces himself (B) to the Romans, 
he  says something about them and then (C) A casual prayer to the 
gods for the welfare of the recipients - 
 

II. The Gospel takes Paul up, up and away from himself – 
Romans 1:1b-5 

separated to the gospel of God   
2
 which He promised before through His 

prophets in the Holy Scriptures,  
3
 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh,  
4
 and 

declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.   

5
 Through Him we have 

received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all 
nations for His name, (Romans 1:1-5 NKJ) 
 

1. Up to God’s promises, brought by the prophets – 
2
 which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 

(Romans 1:2 NKJ) 
 

2. Up higher to God’s Son, HE is WHO Paul really wants to write 
about, He is: 

A. Jesus, our Savior – 1:3 
21

 "And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, 
for He will save His people from their sins." (Matthew 1:21 NKJ) 

B. Christ – Anointed Prophet, Priest and King – 1:3 

 He is the Prophet, Who teaches us God’s Word – 
18

 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. (John 1:18 NKJ) 

 He is the Priest, Who offers up the Perfect offering, His own 
body, His own blood – 

11
 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the 

same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.   
12

 But this Man, after 
He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand 
of God,  

13
 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. 

 
14

 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being 
sanctified. (Hebrews 10:11-14 NKJ) 

 

 He is the KING of Kings, Who rules now and will rule forever – 
16

 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF 
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. (Revelation 19:16 NKJ) 

 
C. Our Lord – 1:3  He is Lord, Paul in stating this was a sort of 

defiance of the Roman emperor(s) who counted themselves 
Lord(s). 

D. The Seed of David – 1:3 
E. The Son of God – 1:4 
F. Resurrected from the dead – 1:4 
G. The One Who provides grace, Who granted us apostleship -1:5 

 

III.      This Gospel the Romans knew, for it had grabbed 
them too – 

6
 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;  

7
 To all who 

are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   (Romans 
1:6-7 NKJ) 

They are: 
1. Also called of Jesus Christ, meaning they share in this sweet 

fellowship, communion 
2. In Rome, the great city of the day 
3. Called to be saints, meaning they were set apart also 
4. Grace, was a greeting the Romans would know, it was a word 

they used for those they had conquered, because they could 
become Roman citizens.  These had been conquered by Christ 
and would be citizens of Heaven! 

5. Peace, was the greeting aimed at Paul’s Jewish brothers and 
sisters, it intimated that all was well.  They were indeed 
completed Jews, whole, right with God.   

 



 

 

IV. Thank God for this Gospel (and the people you 
know who have been saved by it) – 

8
 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is 

spoken of throughout the whole world. (Romans 1:8 NKJ) 
 

V.      The Prayer – 
9
 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His 

Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers,  
10

 making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the 
will of God to come to you.   

11
 For I long to see you, that I may impart to 

you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established--  
12

 that is, that I 
may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you 
and me.   

13
 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often 

planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have 
some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles.   

14
 I am a 

debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 
(Romans 1:9-14 NKJ) 
 

This was not a casual formula prayer, this was: 
1. Spiritual service of God and the gospel 
2. Praying without ceasing 
3. A desirous prayer, Paul had a desire to be with the Romans, 

both to bless them and to be blessed by them! 
4. This prayer was  

 

VI. Preach it, why?  Be ashamed of it, why? 
15

 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who 
are in Rome also.   

16
 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it 

is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew 
first and also for the Greek.   

17
 For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." 
(Romans 1:15-17 NKJ) 
 

1. He preaches because he is not ashamed.  Perhaps he once was?  
At one time he hated and persecuted the message of Christ’s 
cross.  Being a Jew he may have been ashamed one called his 
King hung on a cross?  But now he is NOT ASHAMED – why? 
 

2. The power of God to salvation 
δύναμις dunamis {doo'-nam-is}  

Meaning:  1) strength power, ability 1a) inherent power, power residing in a 
thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth 

1b) power for performing miracles 1c) moral power and excellence of soul 1d) 

the power and influence which belong to riches and wealth 1e) power and 
resources arising from numbers 1f) power consisting in or resting upon 

armies, forces, hosts 

 

A. We get our word dynamite from this word.  Our dynamite has 
great power to destroy things, and people.  The Roman army 
and empire had such destructive power. 
 

B. Gospel power is different, it is SAVING POWER – 

 It is power that cures from the deadly poison of sin – 
14

 "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up,  

15
 "that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life.   (John 3:14-15 NKJ) 
 

 It is power that cleanses from the stains of sin – 
9
 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1John 1:9 NKJ) 
 

 It is power that frees us from the chains of sin – (and gives LIFE) 
7
 Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the 

prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, "Arise 
quickly!" And his chains fell off his hands. (Acts 12:7 NKJ) 
 
26

 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 
everyone's chains were loosed. (Acts 16:26 NKJ) 
 
22

 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of 
God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 
(Romans 6:22 NKJ) 
 

3. The Gospel has saving power because in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed: 

A. It is God’s righteousness because we have no righteousness of 
our own 

B. It is God’s righteousness, we have it by faith alone – chapters 
1:18ff, 2, 3 and 4, etc… 

 

When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we are: 
1. Celebrating the Gospel that Saved us 
2. Celebrating Christ; His work on the cross and resurrection, etc. 
3. Celebrating each other, we share in such a sweet salvation! 

           Arnold A. Brevick


