
PENTECOST: 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH

Ephesians 5:22-32

INTRO: You will not remember this, but for some ten years I have
preached on the doctrine of the Church on Pentecost. You see, 
Jesus died, was buried and rose again. And then He lived on 
earth for 40 days to give ample proof that He had been raised 
from the dead. Luke says this in Acts 1:1-3, “The former account
I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and 
teach, until the day in which He was taken up, after He through 
the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He 
had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after His 
suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during 
forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God.”

Luke then tells us of how Jesus instructed His disciples. He 
writes, “And being assembled together with them, He commanded 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise 
of the Father, ‘which,’ He said, ‘you have heard from Me; for 
John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’"

Well, they did that, and waited. And when the ten days were 
completed, which is 40 plus 10 which is 50 and that is what 
Pentecost means, Pentecost had fully arrived. Pentecost was the 
fourth of the seven feasts of the Jews, which of course, is all 
significant. So look at what happened in Acts 2 on that day 
(read 2:1-4). 

Well, Peter preached that day, and 3,000 people were saved that 
day. Now look at 2:44-47 (read). Here we meet the word ‘Church’ 
for the third time. Twice it was spoken of prophetically by 
Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel, but this is the first time it is 
mentioned after it came into existence. From that time until 
today the Church has been God’s greatest work on earth. And what
we will see this morning is that it will, by all indications, 
soon be over. 

And in the past ten years as I’ve spoken to you on the doctrine 
of the Church we have dealt with the following subjects. We 
began with the identification of the Church, both what it is and
what it is not. We looked at the universal Church, the local 
church and the denominational church. Then we looked at the 
history of the Church. We saw it prophesied in the parables of 
Jesus and mentioned twice in Matthew’s Gospel. We then followed 



it through the book of Acts and the Epistles, the book of 
Revelation and then in Church history from then until now. 

Then we began looking at the biblical illustrations of this 
great work of God, the Church. We have looked at the 
illustration of the church as a body, where all the members work
together for one purpose. Then we looked at it as a building. 
Our text for that was 1 Corinthians 3:10-11. That was last year.

We have arrived now, at the illustration of the Church as a 
Bride. If I preach further on this in the future, we will be up 
to what the NT teaches on church government. 

C.  As A Bride

We are commemorating the day of Pentecost, the birth of 
the Church. So, having looked at the picture of the Church
as a body and as a building, this morning we will be 
looking at the NT picture of the Church as likened to a 
bride. The Church, as I understand the teaching of the NT 
pictures the Church as a bride. To complete this picture 
it later gives her marriage as well. The Church is the 
bride and the Lord Jesus is the bridegroom. 

Now there are those who do not think the Church is 
pictured as the bride of Christ in the NT. So I want to 
give first the biblical basis for the view that the Church
is pictured as the bride of Christ, and then show the 
steps in Jewish marriages and how beautifully this 
pictures the future of the Church. Since I have taught 
much of this in the past, I will only briefly cover those 
things you are more familiar with and give things less 
familiar. 

1.  The biblical basis for the Church as a bride

So, since there is some argument as to whether the 
Church is truly pictured as the bride of Christ. I 
want to give what I see as evidence that this is in 
fact so. We begin early in the Gospels. We go to 
John’s Gospel, chapter 3 (read 22-29). 

We have here first the bride, though no attention is 
given to her here. Then we have the bridegroom. There 
is no question that in the context John is referring 
to Jesus. He does not tell us who the bride is, but he
does tell us who the bridegroom is, and that is 
Christ. And then we have the friend of the bridegroom.
Now the Jews, on numerous occasions, were beginning to
wonder if John the Baptist might be the long awaited 
Messiah. John always denied it. 



But in this passage John likened himself to the friend
of the bridegroom. The closest thing we have to the 
friend of the bridegroom is the best man. One article 
I read said, “In first century Judaism, the human 
agent who represented the bridegroom was often 
referred to as the ‘Friend of the Bridegroom.’ The 
person chosen would be a deeply trusted individual who
had intimate knowledge of the family. The agent would 
consult with the groom’s family to see what specific 
bridal characteristics they required. He would also 
use his personal knowledge of the family and the 
proposed groom to help determine the bride who could 
best fit into the family and make a good marriage. 
This is symbolic of the method that God uses to bring 
each of us into the Bride of Christ. The role of “the 
friend who attends the bridegroom” (John 3:29) had 
many facets. In Israel, it was understood that the 
Friend of the Bridegroom could be used as an agent in 
seeking the bride. He could also be used as a 
messenger between the future bride and groom during 
their betrothal period and he would ultimately have a 
role in the actual wedding ceremony.” I have read as 
well, that if later problems developed in the 
marriage, the friend of the bridegroom could be called
on to help. 

Well, there were other tasks that the friend of the 
bridegroom might be called on to do, even after 
marriage. But John has pictured Himself as the friend 
of the bridegroom. And in the picture of a 
bridegroom’s friend, he would have invited the guests 
to the wedding when the time came. And now that John 
has heard the voice of the Bridegroom, meaning that 
Christ has come, John rejoices. The time is here! 

Of John the Baptist, Matthew 11:11 says, "Assuredly, I
say to you, among those born of women there has not 
risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
Now that is a hard saying. But Luke 7:28 gives some 
clarification. It says it like this, "For I say to 
you, among those born of women there is not a greater 
prophet than John the Baptist; but he who is least in 
the kingdom of God is greater than he."

So what we have is that John the Baptist was the 
greatest prophet born among women, but we can now say 
that the least ‘prophet’ in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. And how is that? Well, all the 



prophets before John had one message in common, “The 
Messiah is coming.” 

We were just in John 3:29, go back just a little to 
chapter 1 (read 19-34). John’s message exceeded that 
of all the prophets before him. He did not say, 
“Messiah is coming!” He said, “Messiah is here! Right 
here!” 

So what makes any true Christian prophet greater than 
John the Baptist? John died before Christ died. But 
from the Apostles and following, all had this message:
“Messiah has come, has died, was buried but is risen 
again and is now alive and well in His resurrected 
body at the right hand of the Father in heaven. 
Salvation is complete!”

Well, John has presented Christ as a bridegroom. We go
next to Luke 5 (read 33-35). Here Jesus pictures 
Himself as a bridegroom. 

We will look next at Paul’s picture of this in 
Ephesians 5. However, before we go there, let me 
explain something else. Go to Galatians 1 (read 15-
18). When did Paul go to Arabia? Go to Acts 9:20-25. 
It is believed that verse 23 gives us that time. If 
that is so, on the way back from Arabia, which is 
beyond Damascus, so powerful was his witness that they
sought to kill him. 

We now go to 2 Corinthians 12. What is said here by 
Paul is in his own defense of his apostleship. The 
Corinthians were a very carnal, self-seeking people. 
Some of them claimed to be more spiritual than Paul 
himself. In the previous chapter he has listed the 
things he has experienced, but look at chapter 11 
(read verses 30-33). Here is the experience we read of
in Acts 9. 

We go now to chapter 12 (read 1-5). Now he speaks 
here, it seems, in such a way as to not mention 
himself, but he is doubtless speaking of his own 
experience. He was taught some things, it seems, by 
the Lord Himself, some of which he could not share. 
But I think that God also revealed some things to him 
here that had never been revealed before, so we go to 
Ephesians 3 (1-7). 

So, that which was never clearly revealed in the OT, 
and only hinted at in the Gospels was revealed to 
Paul. That is why it is called a mystery. So look at 
verses 5-7 again (read). 



We are now ready to go to Ephesians 5 (read 22-27). 
Here Paul speaks of this new revelation. And what he 
does is picture this new revelation, the Church, as 
the bride of Christ. This is an amazing passage in 
light of our subject. 

There is another passage that gives evidence that the 
Church is the bride of Christ and that is Revelation 
19. We will look at this later. 

Let me show now also, that the way the Jewish marriage
procedure gives evidence that Christ is the bridegroom
and the Church, the bride, in the NT picture. 

2.  The steps to the marriage of the bride

a.  Betrothal

The first step to marriage in the Jewish system was
the betrothal. In the betrothal stage two things 
took place. First was, 

1)  The selection of the bride 

The bride was usually chosen by the parents. 
Sometimes this was done even before the 
children were born but usually about a year or 
so before they were married. 

So we ask, does the Scripture give any evidence
that the Church was chosen by God to be 
Christ’s bride? Well, turn to Ephesians 1 (read
3-4). Though it is not here stated that the 
Church was selected as the Bride of Christ, it 
is said that the Church age believer was chosen
before the foundation of the world, and she was
to be holy and without blame before Him. We 
read this in Ephesians 5 earlier. 

The second thing that took place during the 
betrothal was:

2)  The payment of the dowry (Not half done)

In the Jewish system the father would agree to 
a price for the girl called the dowry. The 
Church too was purchased at a price (See 1 Cor.
6:19-20; 1 Pet. 1:18-19).

b.  Taking the bride

The second step in the Jewish marriage was the 
taking of the bride. Here is how that took place. 
After the betrothal, the bridegroom went back to 



his father’s house, and there he added a room to 
the existing house and made it ready for his bride.
We go now to John 14. Just before Jesus was 
crucified, and He had told His disciples about it 
and they were sad, He gave them several chapters of
comforting information so look at verses 1-3 
(read). 

Well, we know that Jesus ascended back to heaven. 
We have just commemorated that 10 days ago. And He 
told the disciples that He was going back to 
prepare a place for them. That includes the Church 
which was later revealed to Paul. 

Now, the exact timing when the groom would come for
the bride was not known. That is precisely what 
Jesus so clearly told His disciples. He said, “Be 
ready because you know neither the day nor the hour
when I am coming.” The bride, on the other hand, 
when she was betrothed began to prepare for 
marriage. That is what we have seen earlier. The 
Church is instructed to be holy and blameless. We 
saw the Lord wants a bride without spot or wrinkle.

After the groom has prepared a place at his 
father's home he then goes to take the bride from 
her home to his father's home. Turn to 1 
Thessalonians 4, to a passage most familiar to most
of you (read 13-18). When they arrived back at the 
Father’s house, the private marriage celebration 
was held and then the marriage was consummated. 
After that was the marriage supper. 

c.  The marriage supper

The third step in the Jewish marriage was the 
marriage supper. It is here that the real 
celebration begins. It is to this part of the 
marriage that the invited quests came. It was also 
this part of the wedding that Jesus attended in 
Cana of Galilee. 

The betrothal of Christ to the Church has taken 
place. God chose the Church to be the bride of His 
Son. The dowry payment has been made. The Church 
was bought with the precious blood of God's own 
Son. The Son has returned to His Father's house to 
prepare a place for His bride (John 14:1-3). 

We are now awaiting the catching up of the bride. 
That this will happen is prophesied and gives great
evidence that the Church is in fact the bride of 
Christ at this time. In the picture of Jewish 
marriages, it is here that we clearly see the 



picture that the rapture is imminent. He could come
at any time. And we believe that what we see in the
world gives evidence that this event will soon take
place. 

3.  The marriage of the Church to Christ

Well, after the private marriage, the marriage supper 
took place. And so we go next to Revelation 19. We 
will see later what happens between the friend of the 
bridegroom’s work and the marriage supper. But we are 
looking at passages that picture the Church as a bride
who is to become the wife of Christ. In Revelation 18,
Babylon the great is destroyed, and we have come very 
close to the end of the tribulation. And at this time 
we are given a scene in heaven just before Christ 
comes back to earth. So let us read verses 1-8 (read).

Now notice in verse 7 that the marriage of the Lamb, 
that is Christ, has come. And it says his wife has 
made herself ready. And I want you to notice something
in verse 8. It says that it was granted to her to be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright. In earlier 
passages we noted that the Church was to be holy and 
without blame before Him in love. And Ephesians 5 said
she was to be without spot or wrinkle. 

Now notice in verse 9 what this fine white, sparkling,
clean bright clothing indicates. The KJV translates 
this as righteousness. So we would ask, is this the 
righteousness of Christ which is imputed to the 
Christian, or is this the Christian’s actual righteous
life? The word for righteousness is dikaiosunee. But 
the word here is dikaiwmata. The NKJV rightly 
translates it as the righteous acts or deeds of the 
saints. 

Here is a word for every Christian, how white is your 
wedding dress based on your deeds, your life? I have 
observed many times how fussy a bride is with her 
white dress. I wonder, have those brides been that 
fussy with their lives? And I wonder, how fussy are we
with the dress we are making day by day by our lives? 

Now, what we simply must notice is that the wife is in
heaven at this point, and the tribulation is not over.
That is a serious question with regard to the timing 
of the rapture. It would seem to me to most certainly 
rule out the post-tribulational rapture view. 

But, we notice not only that the bride of Christ is 
here, but look now at verse 9 (read). In verse 7 we 
were told that the bride had made herself ready. We 
ask, ready for what? Well, it is not the private 



marriage, but the marriage supper, for that is what we
have in verse 9. So look now at verses 11-14 (read). 

Well, the Lord returns to earth, and this is the 
second coming or the second phase of the second 
coming. And here He puts an end to all war and sets up
His kingdom. And here, I think, the marriage supper of
the Lamb will take place. After the marriage supper 
comes the thousand year reign of Christ. 

So we go to Revelation 21. There is something very 
interesting, and that has given me a question I have 
not yet answered (read 1-7). Now here we have some of 
the most wonderful words of all the Bible here. No 
more tears. No more death. No more sorrow. No more 
crying. No more pain! But notice in verse 2, that the 
city of the New Jerusalem comes down as a bride 
prepared for her husband. Now this city is not the 
bride, she is like a bride because of the beauty of 
her adornment. 

But look now at verses 9-11a (read). Now the angel 
said to John, “Come, I will show you the bride, the 
Lamb’s wife.” Well, we know who that is. But then he 
showed him the New Jerusalem coming down from heaven. 
And what it seems like to me, is that he got so caught
up with the grandeur and wonder of this city, that he 
forgot about the Bride, and he describes the city. 

But that may also answer another difficult question. 
So let me begin by giving you the picture most of you 
understand this far. The Church began 2,000 years ago 
at Pentecost. Its course has now run that length of 
time and it is still going. The next event is the 
taking home of the bride. That is the rapture. Then 
comes the private marriage in heaven. Then the 
Bridegroom and the bride come back down to earth to 
celebrate the marriage supper. 

After the thousand year reign of Christ, Satan is 
loosed for a little while. Then comes the final 
judgment where all the lost of all time are 
resurrected, judged, and cast into hell (read Rev. 
20:7-14). 

We go now to what is told us next in chapter 21 (read 
1-7). With that we go now to 2 Peter 2 (read 1-13). So
here is my question, when does this take place? Well, 
we go back to Revelation 21. Look at the last verse of
chapter 20 (read). Now we go to the first 2 verses of 
chapter 20 (read). 

So we now ask this question, what happens to the 
earth, and what happens to all the believers who were 



left on earth after the great white throne judgment? 
Well first, what happens to all the believers? Well, 
look at 21:9-10 (read). It would appear to me that 
after the Great white throne judgment, the Lord 
catches the believers up to heaven, because that is 
where this city is.

Then he burns up this present earth. I think He 
removes all the scars of sin left on this earth. You 
see, both Peter in 2 Peter, and John in Revelation 
write of a new heaven and a new earth. It is important
now that we understand that there are two words for 
new in the NT. 

Let me quote from a message I did many years ago: “Now
Peter says we look for a new heaven and new earth, 
“...according to His promise...” Where is a promise of
a new heaven and new earth? Well, you may wish to jot 
down Isaiah 65:17 and 66:22. So, what Peter wrote of 
was not something new. It was promised in the OT. 

“Now I want you to note something in 2 Peter 3:13. 
Peter speaks of new heavens and a new earth. It is the
word new I want you to note. The Greek language has 
two words for new. One means new in respect to time 
and the other new in respect to quality or character. 
The two Greek words for new are neos and kainos. Neos 
speaks of that which is new in time. Kainos speaks of 
that which is new in quality or character. Last spring
we bought a new car. Well, it was not new in time, but
new to us. So it was not a neos car but a kainos car. 

“In 2 Peter 3 when we read of a new heaven and a new 
earth we are not talking about a heaven and earth, 
what is it? A neos (new in time) heaven and earth? Or 
is it a kainos (new in quality or character) heaven 
and earth? The word Peter uses is kainos. That is 
absalutely amazing. When I ask in class which word for
new students think is used, they are always wrong in 
their guess. They think it should be neos. I would 
have thought so too, but Scripture says it is a kainos
heaven and earth.”

Well, that brings us to the final time the Church is 
spoken of as a bride, and for this we go to Revelation
22. We are taken back to the time of the Church age so
look at verses 1-17 (read). 

CONCL: And so we conclude. There is some argument that the 
Church is not the Bride of Christ and that the Bible never 



clearly says so. But when you put all the material together, I 
think there is plenty of evidence that the Church is pictured as
the bride of Christ. 

We have looked at the Scriptures that indicate this picture. We 
have looked at the Jewish marriage and how it so clearly shows 
the process of the choosing of the Church, the preparation of a 
place for the Church and the Church’s preparation for a clean 
white dress. We have seen how that Christ may come at any moment
and that is clearly taught in the NT, as it was in the Jewish 
marriage. 

We have seen that after the taking home of the Church the actual
marriage takes place, and how after that comes the great 
celebration of this marriage. And so, yes, the NT speaks of 
Christ as the bridegroom and the Church as the bride. 


