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Introduction 

1. Martin Luther published a New Testament in 1522 in which he put Hebrews, James, Jude, and Revelation at 
the end, leaving them out of the table of contents. In the introduction, he wrote: “Therefore is St. James’s 
epistle a right strawy epistle in comparison with them, for it has no gospel character to it.” 

2. Concerns with the epistle center around: 

a. James’s apparent contradiction of Paul over faith and works. (Paul teaches justification before God; James 
teaches justification before men.) 

b. The strongly Jewish in character of James’s Christianity. (The early church before A.D. 50 was a Jewish 
church.) 

c. James’s infrequent mention of Jesus (just two times—1:1 and 2:1) with no reference to His death and res-
urrection. (James has more direct reference to Jesus’ teaching than any other book in the NT.) 

3. James wrote his letter in A.D. 45, before Paul began his missionary journeys. James died about A.D. 62. Paul 
wrote his epistle to the Romans around A.D. 57; thus, it is unlikely that James ever saw that letter. 

4. Another possible scenario: James wrote his letter at the time when Paul’s views were being widely discussed, 
often misunderstood, and misquoted by some who believed that salvation by grace meant one could disre-
gard the moral law. Paul corrected that false notion in Romans 6:1, 15. 

5. The first paragraph (1:2-4) is the foundation of the entire letter. Christians face trials and difficulties, and 
they need to understand their origin and purpose so that they can response to them acceptably in a godly 
fashion.     

I. The Issue: Trials  

1. Trials: What are they, and why do they come? 

a. Trial (peirasmos)—“Something identified or proved by the means of testing”  

1) The object here: testing our faith 

2) Testing determines its quality. 

b. The Greek term is the same for both trials and temptations; the difference is the motive or intent. 

1) God does not tempt any person to sin (1:13, 14).  

2) God does test people either directly or through agency (Gen. 22:1; John 6:6, Job 1:6-12). 

2. Trials are “encountered” (aorist active subjective plural); they are unexpected.  

a. We “fall upon” or “into” trials (Luke 10:30). 

b. The plural: addressing not individuals per se but the whole church community.  

Why does God allow this testing? To demonstrate our response 

II. Expected Response 

1. Our natural response to trials is to groan and complain. 

a. Trials are negative things that come to us in a fallen world, and we suffer the grueling and painful effects 
of them. 

b. So how is it possible that James commands us to encounter trials with joy?  

2. The response expected is for us to “count it ‘all joy’” or “nothing but joy” (aorist imperative; Phil. 2:29). 



a. We are to experience all-joy in the test because we encounter the test knowing (participle) that it results in 
something good. 

b. We can experience all-joy because— 

1) Joy transcends happiness, happiness being a natural response to pleasant circumstances.  

2) However, joy does not depend on circumstances because it centers in relationship. 

3. Knowing is experiential. 

a. To have experiential knowledge of Christ in one’s relationship to Him is the source of joy (John 15:11). 

b. Encountering trials while understanding God’s purpose for us enables us to see the good in it. 

1) Christ’s love, grace, mercy, and care have already been proven and demonstrated by the cross.  

2) God’s sovereign rule over all things and promise that all things work for the good of His own anchor 
the soul in His Word and promises (Rom. 8:32). 

4. A secondary result of our response to testing: 

a. The world cannot understand a response of joy to the pesky and annoying circumstances of life. 

b. When worldly people see believers joyfully enduring trials, they witness the greatness of the Savior and 
bring glory to His name. 

III. The Purpose of Trials 

1. Tested faith 

a. The testing of verse 3 (dokimion) is different from the testing of verse 2 (peirasmos) and is actually the result 
of testing and not the test itself.  

b. The thing tested is faith, and that is tested for endurance. 

2. Steadfastness or endurance  

a. Testing does not actually produce patience but demonstrates it and exercises it. 

b. Faith is already characterized by patience, which testing exercises, and that working produces endurance 
(like building muscle). 

3. The term translated steadfastness is hupomone. 

a. The term means to wait and remain. 

1) Jesus did not simply endure the cross; He met it with resolve and courage, knowing the result of it (Heb. 
12:2, 3). 

2) Thus, we are also to face testing with courage in order to see it through to the reward promised (1:12). 

b. Steadfastness makes the perfect man (v. 4). 

4. The Perfect Man 

a. Perfect (teleios) means to be complete or finished. 

1) Maturity misses the point because it refers to age, but teleios has to do with conformity to a standard. 

2) God’s design is that we grow in holiness and likeness to Jesus, the true perfect Man.   

b. Complete refers to soundness of character and explains what it means to be perfect. Testing perfects faith as 
smelting purifies gold (1 Peter 1:6, 7). 


