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The Supremacy Of Christ In Preaching 
 

Yesu yebazibwe 
 

Ministers Of The New Covenant 

2 Corinthians 3:1-18 
 

Introduction: I asked Pastor Matandika what he would like me to speak on at 

this conference and he gave me to give a series of messages from 2nd 
Corinthians. 

 It was then that I realized that in my thirty years as a Pastor that I had 
never preached through this book but I thought that it would not be a problem.  
Then as I began to look at it I quickly figured out that it was not a letter of 

systematic doctrine like Romans or Galatians and not a pastoral letter like 
Timothy or Titus and that it was in a sense a very particular insight into the 
life of the Apostle Paul and really a biography of his gospel ministry.  And that I 

would not be able to understand this letter until I first went back and at least 
reviewed 1st Corinthians and that is where we must begin this evening. 

 Therefore we will begin with a quick history lesson to set the context for 
this set of messages: 
 

 On his Second Missionary Journey the Apostle Paul stopped at 
Corinth which was on the Isthmus (a narrow strip of land with sea on 

either side, forming a link between two larger areas of land) in Greece, 
a large seaport city. 

 It was the commercial meeting place of the East and the West as one 

side of the city there was a port to the Ionian Sea, on the other side a 
port to the Aegean Sea. 

 Just as Athens was the intellectual center of the ancient Greek world, 

Corinth was the economic center. 
 It was there that the Lord used Paul to plant this now infamous 

Congregation somewhere between 52-53 AD. 
 It was when Apostle had departed from there on his Third Missionary 

Journey that the Apostle heard about the factions that had developed 

in the Corinthian Church and 1st Corinthians was his response to 
those difficulties. 

 Paul then went to Corinth, which has been called “the painful visit” 
from which he left greatly discouraged about the state of the Church. 

 Then in response he wrote “the severe letter” which is mentioned 

several times in Scripture but is not one in a manuscript seems to 
have survived. 

 Yet by God’s grace that communication was used of the Lord to bring 

some encouraging fruit so that Paul would follow up with this letter 
that we call 2 Corinthians. 

 It is written in preparation for another visit to give answer his critics, 
have the Christians prepare and offering for the Church in Jerusalem 
and warn the Church of the False Apostles that were in their midst. 
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 It seems that in Paul’s absence these False Apostles had become 
prominent in the Corinthian Church who were not only opponents of Paul but 

also of his message of the gospel of grace. 
 They had arrived from Jerusalem well dressed, well trained in rhetoric 

along with impressive letters of introduction so that they appeared successful 
on every account. 
 While at the same time they berated Paul for his poor looks, halting 

speech as they proclaimed for all who would listen that the continual suffering 
that he encountered in proclaiming the gospel was really proof that he must 
not be an Apostle at all. 

  It may have been this very situation that the Apostle had in mind when 
in leaving the Ephesian Church that he gives this warning to their elders. 

Acts 20:28-30 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of 
God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that after my 

departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 
and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, 
to draw away the disciples after them. 

 
I. The Only True Recommendation For Your Ministry The Gospel 

A. 2 Corinthians 3:1-3 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? 
Or do we need, as some do, letters of recommendation to you, or 
from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, 

written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And you show 
that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with 

ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but 
on tablets of human hearts. 
1. There is nothing intrinsically wrong with letters of recommendation 

per say and in looking through the Bible you will find them used at 
different times for good purposes. 

2. But the Corinthians had not demanded any recommendations from 

Paul when he first arrived to preach the Gospel. 
3. The Apostle responds that it was their changed lives are his living 

letter of recommendation for all to see as through Christ God has 
given them new life. 

4. They in fact are the God’s fulfillment of New Covenant that He had 

repeatedly promised through the Old Testament Prophets. 
a. Jeremiah 31:31-34 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, 

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their 
fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, declares the Lord. 33 For this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the 
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And 
no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 



3 

5. It was that amazing work of God’s grace in their lives as the 
Corinthians turned from their sins and trusted Christ’s finished work 

on the cross on their behalf that was now evident for all to see!  
a. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 … Do not be deceived: neither the 

sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom 

of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, 
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

 
II. The Sufficiency For Your Ministry Of The Gospel 

A. 2 Corinthians 3:4-6 Such is the confidence that we have through 
Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who 

has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the 
letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
1. The false teachers in Corinth and the Church today are just like the 

world today as it looks at the Church and our crucified Savior and 
says that you are nothing compared to our prestige and power. 

a. Men you have a choice to make in ministry either it will it be 
Antrho, man centered or will it be Theo, God centered? 

2. Look with me to the surprising confession that the Apostle Paul freely 

makes at the beginning of this letter about his ministry in Asia to his 
many critics. 

a. 2 Corinthians 1:8-9 For we do not want you to be unaware, 
brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were 
so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of 

life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence 
of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on 
God who raises the dead. 

3. William Goode, a preacher in London in the 1600’s expressed the 
truth of Paul’s statement in this way: 

a. When I look at myself I see nothing but emptiness and weakness. 
b. But when I look upon Christ I see nothing but fullness and 

sufficiency. 

B. It is here that Paul also lays the groundwork for comparing the Old 
Covenant (Old Testament) and New Covenant (New Testament). 

1. David Garland explains it like this: 
a. The letter and Spirit refer to the two different ways of rendering 

service to God under the two different covenants. 

b. The one is carved in letters on stone tablets, which require 
obedience, while the other is written on human hearts and impels 
obedience through divine agency. 
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i. Romans 7:5-6 For while we were living in the flesh, our 
sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our 

members to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we are released 
from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so 

that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the 
old way of the written code.  

 

III. The Glory Of Your Ministry Of The Gospel! 
A. 2 Corinthians 3:7-16 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters 

on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at 

Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 
8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? 9 For if 

there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of 
righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 10 Indeed, in this case, 
what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the 

glory that surpasses it. 11 For if what was being brought to an end 
came with glory, much more will what is permanent have glory 12 
Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who 

would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at 
the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 14 But their 

minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old 
covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through 
Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a 

veil lies over their hearts. 16 But when one turns to the Lord, the 
veil is removed. 

1. Paul is reminding the people of the history recorded in Exodus 32-34 
as Moses’ face would shine with the glory of God after he received His 
word and would meet in His presence. 

2. The problem was not with the words or commands of God’s law but 
with man’s ability to obey those laws in his own strength. 

3. These words and the rest of the Old Testament exposed our need and 

ultimately pointed to Christ and His salvation, which Jesus unpacked 
to the two discouraged disciples as he walked with them on the Road 

to Emmaus. 
a. Luke 24:25-27 And he (Jesus) said to them, “O foolish ones, 

and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 

26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses 

and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
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B. But they like all men without the work of the Spirit in the New Covenant, 
are spiritually dead having blind hearts that are covered with a veil over 

the truth so that they are unable to keep the laws demands and crushed 
by it’s curse. 

1. Galatians 3:10-11 For all who rely on works of the law are under a 
curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide 
by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” 

i. That is why the writer of Hebrews calls the New Covenant a better 
one as it fulfills this promise of God through Jeremiah to give us a 
new heart. 

 Hebrews 8:6-13 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry 
that is as much more excellent than the old as the 

covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better 
promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, 
there would have been no occasion to look for a second. 8 

For he finds fault with them when he says: “Behold, the 
days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house 

of Judah, 9 not like the covenant that I made with their 
fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in 
my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, 
declares the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the 
Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on 

their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. 11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor 
and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they 

shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 
12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will 
remember their sins no more.” 13 In speaking of a new 

covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is 
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 

 The law is like the moon on a dark night giving you some 
helpful direction but has no light of it’s own while and when 

it is not in the right orbit to be of any help to you. 

 The Spirit is like the sun that not only provides the needed 

light for your seeing and safety but the light that emanates 
form it overtakes the moon when they are both in the same 
sky. 
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Conclusion: Two Marks To Your Ministry Of The Gospel! 
A. New Covenant gospel ministry is one of freedom to now love and obey 

God from the heart. 
1. 2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
a. Because of Christ’s full, free and final death for you the cross you 

are free from earning you salvation so that your obedience to God 

is not out of fear but of love for Him. 
2. There was a great difference between the way I loved and obeyed my 

Father and my Grandfather. 

a. My Father was and Army man who was a drunk who beat me. 
i. I would obey when he was around so I would not get hit but 

when he left I would do what I wanted to do. 
b. My Grandfather was one who loved and encouraged me. 

i. I woke up in the morning wanting to know how I could serve 

him and I did not want to disappoint the one who loved me. 
3. In another place the Apostle Paul told us that it is now similar with us 

that how in Christ we are now longer children of the Devil but by the 

blood of Christ God’s beloved blood bought children. 
a. Galatians 2:19-20 For through the law I died to the law, so 

that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. 
It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave himself for me. 
B. New Covenant, Gospel Ministry is one of His transformation by the Holy 

Spirit. 
1. 2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 

glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 

from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit. 
a. As we bow before Jesus and worship Him, by the power of His 

Spirit we are made like Him. 
i. Romans 8:28-29 For those whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and 

those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified.  


