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Prayer 

Introduction (to 9:35) 

For today 

● 1:5-9 The desolation of Judah 
● 1:10-20 True religion 
● 1:21-31 God's city: corrupted, to be redeemed 

Not act like unbelievers (to 9:41) 

Read Eph 4:17-19  Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, 
in the futility of their minds.  (18)  They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of 
God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart.  (19)  They have become 
callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 

● In the futility of their minds 
a. Also in Ro 1:21 ...they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 

darkened. 

● Futile:  

a. Gk mataios.  Vines: emptiness as to results.  Does not accomplish its purpose. 
b. Pr 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man,  

but its end is the way to death. 
● Why futile thinking? Deceived. 

a. Rom 7:11  For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and 
through it killed me. 

i. Deceived by sin. 
b. Eph 2:2 ...following the prince of the power of the air 

i. Jn 8:44 ...a liar and the father of lies. 
c. Gen 3:4-5 you will not die...you will be like God, knowing good and evil. 

i. Satan’s deception: Not die.  Reality: death. 
ii. Satan’s deception: Be like God.  Reality: choosing evil. 

● Rx: abiding in Christ 
a. Jn 15:4, 5 Abide in me, .... Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 

fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 
i. God’s thinking is not futile.  

ii. 2 Cor 2:16 ...we have the mind of Christ. 
iii. In Christ we are not futile.  We bear much fruit. 

● Not futile thinking...rather the mind of Christ 

 
  



 

1:5-9 The desolation of Judah (to 9:47) 

Read Isa 1:5-9   
● Why will you be struck down? (v5) 

a. Moses prophesied this in his song 
i. Deu 32:23-25  And I will heap disasters upon them; I will spend my arrows on 

them;  (24)  they shall be wasted with hunger, and devoured by plague and 
poisonous pestilence; I will send the teeth of beasts against them, with the 
venom of things that crawl in the dust.  (25)  Outdoors the sword shall bereave, 
and indoors terror, for young man and woman alike, the nursing child with the 
man of gray hairs. 

ii. Deu 32:29-30  If they were wise, they would understand this; they would 
discern their latter end!  (30)  How could one have chased a thousand, and two 
have put ten thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, and the LORD 
had given them up? 

b. Isaiah asks the same question: why will you continue to rebel and be struck down? 
● Metaphor of a sick body (v6) 

a. 3 descriptions of hurt: No part well 
b. 3 descriptions of common remedies: No care given 

● Reality of a sick land (v7-8) 
a. Desolate 
b. Overcome by foreigners. 
c. Contrast w God’s promises  

i. Exo 3:17  and I promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to ... 
a land flowing with milk and honey."' 

ii. Exo 6:8  I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.'" 

● God's grace (v9) 
a. They had made themselves like S&G in sin; deserved to be made like S&G in destruction. 

But God was merciful to save a remnant. 
b. Moses’ song in Deu 32:26-27  I would have said, "I will cut them to pieces; I will wipe 

them from human memory,"  (27)  had I not feared provocation by the enemy, lest their 
adversaries should misunderstand, lest they should say, "Our hand is triumphant, it was 
not the LORD who did all this."' 

i. Divine grace to preserve God’s name. 

 
  



 

1:10-20 True religion (to 9:54) 

Read Is 1:10-20 

● The call to the people (v10) 
a. Henry says this verse was what prompted Isaiah's execution by the Jewish leaders. 

● What they were doing: religion.   
a. Many sacrifices, offerings, convocations, feasts. 
b. Rom 10:2  For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to 

knowledge. 
● God's response: abhorrence and rejection 

a. V11 I have had enough...I do not delight 
b. V12 Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an abomination to Me. 
c. v14-15  Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hates; they have become a 

burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.  (15)  When you spread out your hands, I will 
hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen 

● What was wrong: iniquity 
a. V13 I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly 
b. v15 your hands are full of blood. 

● Other prophets said the same:  

a. Jer 6:20  What use to me is frankincense that comes from Sheba, or sweet cane from a 

distant land? Your burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices pleasing to me. 

b. Mic 6:7-8  Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of 

rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the 

sin of my soul?"  (8)  He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD 

require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 

God? 

● Henry notes: When affliction comes, wicked men are much more willing to increase their 

devotions rather than to give up their sin.  

● The way back: (v16-17) 
a. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my 

eyes 
i. Salvation: ceremonial offerings looking to the coming Messiah. 

b. cease to do evil,  learn to do good;  
i. Sanctification 

● The choice (v19-20).  
a. The same choice as in Dt 28-29.   

b. Two pairs of opposite words: willing/refuse and obedient/rebel. 

c. Note the longsuffering of the LORD. 

d. Note the contrast with mere religion 

  



 

1:21-31 God's city: corrupted, to be redeemed (to 10:00) 

Read Is 1:21-31 

● Lament (v21-23) 
a. How far the city had fallen 

i. Was: faithful...full of justice...righteousness.  Is: a whore...murderers 
ii. As David lamenting Saul’s death 

1. 2Sa 1:19  "Your glory, O Israel, is slain on your high places! How the 
mighty have fallen! 

a. God’s anointed king...slain by unbelievers 
b. Appearance of purity but no reality 
c. Wicked leaders 

i. should have protected the people but were themselves wicked.  
ii. Psa 50:18  If you see a thief, you are pleased with him, and you keep company 

with adulterers. 
● God's response: remove impurity, restore righteousness (v24-26) 

a. V24 Mighty One: emphasizing His power 

b. V24 Relief from My enemies...avenge Myself on My foes.   

i. CALVIN notes that God cannot rest until He takes vengeance on His enemies. 

c. V25 turn My hand against you:  

i. Heb always means take action against.  But the LORD's action against His people 

results in  redemption. 

d. V26 I will restore 

i. God will restore Jerusalem by (1) installing good leaders (2) giving the people a 

spirit of justice and righteous 

e. V 26 city of righteousness, the faithful city 

i. Outcome for the city 

ii. V26 inclusio w v21 

● Choice (v27-28) 
a. Justice & righteousness > redeemed 

b. Rebels & sinners > broken 

c. Moses laid this choice before Israel in 1400 BC.   

i. Deu 28:1  "And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being 

careful to do all his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your 

God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. 

ii. Deu 28:15  "But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be 

careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that I command you today, 

then all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you. 

d. 700y later Isaiah presents the same choice.  Note the longsuffering of the LORD. 

e. Note the contrast with the religious practices which were supposed to make the people 

right with God, and which He had condemned. 

● Warning to the wicked (v29-31) 

a. Ashamed 



b. Withered 

Destroyed  



c.  

Application (to 10:15) 

1. See: What do we see about God in this passage? 

2. Know: What is the effect? 

3. Respond: What can we do? 

 

For next week: Is 2 
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