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So, I had Abraham read of a broader section than the verses we were going to cover 
this morning. Because I thought it would be important for us to understand the context 
of these verses. Paul is writing to the church in Corinth, and he was comforted by the 
report of Titus about what was happening at that church. If you think about the letter in 1
Corinthians, it contained a lot of rebukes. He rebuked him for having divisions, he 
rebuked them for not dealing with sin, he rebuked them for some of their other 
practices. And so he wrote what was very much a harsh letter to them in a lot of ways. A
letter that they could've easily seen as harsh and so when he sends Titus to them to find
out how they're doing, and when Titus comes back he reports of them that they received
the letter as they should have received it. Because when we receive rebukes we have 
two choices, we can either get mad at the person who's rebuking us, or we can receive 
it as a blessing and say I need to turn from my sin. And so he was comforted because 
when he hears back from Titus, Titus says that they received it properly. They received it
in such a way that they took the rebuke and they said, here's what we should all do. 
Here's how we should change. And specifically one of the rebukes was for not dealing 
with sin in the church, which was what from first Corinthians 5:1 and 2; is actually 
reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is 
not even named among the Gentiles that a man has his father's wife and you are puffed
up and have not rather mourned, that he was done this deed might be taken away from 
among you. There was sin in the church and instead of saying the sin in the church is 
something that we should mourn over, and need to deal with. What they did instead was
become prideful about it. They became puffed up and they were glorying in it. And my 
expectation is that they were glorying in is the same thing that you hear in churches all 
over the place today. Which is, God's forgiven all of our sins so sin doesn’t matter. 
Instead of the biblical pattern is God has forgiven us all our sins Jesus Christ died on 
the cross for our sins so we need to take our sins seriously and turn from it. And I think 
the church in Corinth took the reaction of, we have this sin here, but let's just glory just 
look at how good God is, he forgives us our sin we don't need to deal with sin and Paul 
says, no that's the opposite of reality. The reality is since you were saved by Christ and 
his blood has covered your sin, this should give you a zeal to remove your sin. A zeal to 
turn from your sin. A zeal to walk in righteousness and in truth. So they’re puffed up and 
Paul says, don't be puffed up you should've mourned. They need to deal with the sin or 
it will destroy the church. Later in the same chapter it talks about how they act like they 
are a new lump. They act like they are new people in Christ. But they let in the sin, and 
the sin will sweep through the church. The leaven and leavens the whole lump and they 
won't be a new lump, in Christ were new lump we been removed from the world we 
been created to be a people who will turn from our sin. And instead of being a people 
like that, they were people that embrace and incense and was okay in their presence. 
And it was going to destroy the church. So Paul gives a very strong admonition that you 



need to stop doing this. You need to mourn. You need to put the person out the next 
time that you gather together. But now Paul's writing to them because Titus went and 
Titus gave them a good report. A report that that they heard the rebuke, they didn't just 
read the rebuke and say, aww what's Paul talking about? He is days away there's no 
way he could get here, it doesn't matter. Who cares what Paul says. Instead they 
actually listen to what the sin was, they listen the rebuke and they changed. They 
changed. And so Paul rejoiced over that. Paul rejoice because the church in Corinth 
was reducing their sin. They were putting the sin out that was in their midst. So we need
to make certain that this is our response. When God is kind enough (and it's always the 
kindness of God) when he reveals sin to us. Because in our natural state, we are blind 
to our sin we are deaf to our sin we cannot see it. We do not want to deal with it. We 
don't want to handle it. So when God is kind enough to reveal sin to us, our response 
has to be to turn from that sin. Not just get angry about it. Not to say, how dare God do 
this! How dare somebody confront me in my sin! What we need to do is say, thank you 
God because you are taking a man who has an old man that is trapping him and your 
helping put the old man to death. That is a blessing from God when we receive a 
rebuke. It's a blessing from God when he opens her eyes to our sin so we can actually 
see our sin and turn from it. It’s important for us to remember, repentance is a gift of 
God and repentance starts with seeing our sin and understanding it. Until you see your 
sin and understand it you can't repent of it. And it’s the mercy of God when he reveals 
our sin. And we can handle in two different ways which will talk about here in a minute. 
But it starts with understanding what our sin is. Now in today's culture we frequently 
confuse repentance and confession. We think confession is repentance. Confession is 
just the first step of repentance. Confession is saying this is what you did. And 
sometimes it doesn't even need to be confession. You can just turn from your sin. But 
frequently it starts with confession. Especially a corporate sin starts with confession. It 
starts with saying, here's what my sin was or here's what our sin was so that we can 
turn from it. But if all you do is confess the sin and don’t turn from it. It hasn't done you 
any good. you been brought under stronger judgment when you acknowledge the sin 
you see what the sin is and you don't do anything about it now you under the stronger 
judgment of God not the lesser judgment of God. To he who knows what is right and 
does not do it to him it is sin. When God has opened your eyes to sin you now have 
responsibility to deal with it. That's true repentance. We can confess and say, I know I 
sinned this way but true repentance is this, now do something about it. Now change 
your behavior so that you live a different life. It's important to note as we consider this 
passage in 2 Corinthians 7. This is not about individual repentance; this is about 
corporate repentance. Paul rebuked the church in a letter to in 1 Corinthians. And now 
he's saying that the church repented. The church changed what they were doing. And a 
lot of these things apply to individual repentance. So we should ignore that. But it's 
really important for us to remember what the context is. He already talked about it in 2 
Corinthians 7. How the man who is having his father's wife repented. That they brought 
them back in because he was filled with true sorrow and that they didn't want to take 
them to the point where he was swallowed up by sorrow. But we’re not talking about the



repentance of the man, were talking here about the repentance of the church. The 
church was puffed up. The church was glorying in the man's sin. And it's the church’s 
repentance that Paul is talking about. When we think about repentance it's not just 
individual it is corporate as well. Let's go through the verses. 
Verses 8 and 9:
For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it for I 
proceed at the same epistle made you sorry though only for a while. Now I rejoice not 
that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made 
sorry in a godly manner that you might suffer loss from us and nothing. So Paul starts 
out by acknowledging that he made them sorry. Are you willing to make other people 
sorry? Are you willing to make a whole church sorry? Paul looked and he said, I see sin 
here and I'm willing to do things that will make people upset with me. I'm willing to do 
things will make people angry at me. Are we willing to walk in the path that Paul walked 
in. Paul was willing to do that, and of course he's doing something that the Christ did all 
over the place. They wanted to kill Christ over and over again because Christ says woe 
to you hypocrites. Woe to you Pharisees. He's not doing something different than Christ 
did. And Christ does it even more so than Paul did. But Paul was willing to make them 
sorry. He willing to make them sorrow. If you see somebody in sin, are you willing to 
make them sorrowful. Are you willing to confront them in their sin? Are you willing to talk
to them about it? Are you willing to deal with it? Paul was willing to point to their sin and 
say, this sin is festering and it's going to destroy you. this is why if you look at Leviticus 
19:17-18 Where it says You shall not hate your brother in your heart. you shall surely 
rebuke your neighbor and not bear sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance 
nor bear any grudge against the children of your people but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself I am the Lord. If we let our neighbor, the person that we see we 
see them caught in sin. If we do anything and we just sit there and let it continue. What 
we’re saying is we don't care if sin destroys your life. It's an incredibly unmerciful thing 
to do. We should also recognize how it’s incredibly hard to do the other one. Because a 
lot of times they are not going to be happy with you. They’re going to be very upset with 
you. They’re going to be very angry with you. They’re not to take the rebuke well. But do
we love our neighbor well enough, sincerely enough that we’re willing to cause them to 
have sorrow. How often have you not been willing to make someone sorrowful? How 
often have you passed over that sin that you see in the professed brother and sister, 
that sin that you see in the church and said this is just too hard to deal with. This is just 
going to create sorrow for people this Is-I just don't want to handle this. I don't want to 
do it. And that we walk away and we let our brother or sister or the church or group of 
people sit and wallow in that same sin that's devouring them. Paul was willing to make 
people sorrowful. Do we recognize the sinfulness of sin sufficiently that were willing to 
make people sorrowful? Do we recognize the destruction that comes because of sin so 
that we’re willing to make people sorry? So often we look and see somebody and we 
see them in sin we make an excuse for it. I don’t know what they're doing or they don't 
they don't see it or-we make all kinds of excuses rather than just saying I have a duty 
now God has revealed their sin to me. I have a duty now to go to my brother sister 



because I love them and I care for them and sin is so sinful that it will devour and 
consume them and I need to stop it. I need to speak. How often do we not love our 
brothers or sisters? We need to repent of this. The false prophets say peace, peace and
there is no peace. How often have we seen our brother or sister in sin and did not say 
anything to them because we just want a fake peace. We don't want them to be 
sorrowful we just want a fake peace. That’s not Christianity brothers. Christianity is 
about truly loving our brother or sister. It's about truly dealing with their sin. It's about 
caring for them because we want them to be in a better place than they were. In there's 
this picture and I think we've seen it. We’ve seen it at Hope over the last three months 
very clearly that if you just let sin faster it grows and infects the whole lump. We think 
we’re being loving because we don't want to cause them to be sorrowful. And instead 
we caused all kinds of destruction. We need to be a people that are willing to make 
other people sorrowful. And understand how hard it is. Think about Paul, he goes on to 
say I do not regret it though I did regret it. So here's Paul he's speaking the inspired 
word of God. 1 Corinthians is in the Bible. This is the Holy Spirit that spoke through him 
that wrote 1 Corinthians. and he’s saying that he regretted sending the letter. It was a 
perfect letter and he regretted sending it. So we can see how hard this is to do. We see 
how hard it is for Paul to do because he said I send it and I regretted sending it! This 
was inspired! None of our words. When we go and confront somebody and say, our 
words weren’t inspired. We can’t write a letter that become Scripture. But Paul wrote a 
letter and he says I regretted sending it. Think about that! So that's how hard it is to do 
this. It doesn’t make a mean it's really easy to do it. Paul goes, did I do it right? Was I 
too harsh with you? When I sent that letter, I made you sorrow did I just create sorrow 
that wasn't justified sorrow? And he says for a period he said, I wish I hadn’t sent the 
letter. So even after he said it, he said I'm not sure if I should have said it. So we need 
understand how hard it is to confront people in their sin. But that's no excuse to not 
confront. That means we have to be really careful about when we confront people in 
their sin. If Paul wasn't sure that he did it correctly (Paul was a lot wiser than anybody in
this room) and he's going, did I do it correctly, or did I? And he was doing it with the 
inspiration of God! And yet he still going, did I do the right thing or not? So we should 
expect to think that it's hard to do it correctly. We should expect to say it’s easy to do it. 
And then look back and say that did I do more damage or did I do more good? It's really
easy to second-guess. That's what Paul saying. The reason he’s regretting he's thinking
maybe I did more damage than I did good. And even when God uses it for repentance 
like he did in this case. It can really look bad for season. There can be a period where it 
looks terrible. But still God says to do it. And Paul was right to do it. And just recognize 
too Paul second-guessing, how easy it is for us to second-guess when we rebuke 
somebody and sin. But the answer is still, this is our duty before God. This is our 
responsibility before God. Love your neighbor do not let their sin abide on them. You 
become responsible and guilty for their sin if you see them in sin and do nothing about 
it. It's hard, but we need to be willing to do it. We need to be willing to do it by walking by
faith and not by sight. It’s so easy when you see the person and that you see them in 
sin and you think, oh I should confront them and then you go, but then they'll hate me or



this or that you think of all these outcomes that could happen. But the answer is to do it 
anyway. Because this is your responsibility. We need to trust that we walk by faith not by
sight. Walking by faith says God says it's hatred not to do it and so we do it anyway. 
Even though we go, I don't think the outcomes will be righteous. I don't think the 
outcomes will be what I want. I think I will leave them in a worse place I think-. We can 
come up with all the scenarios. But just recognize it's really just an excuse that you're 
giving yourself not to love your brother. Instead recognize your duty to love your brother 
sister or love a church. Paul is talking about his rebuke to a church. So we perceive that
the same epistle that made you sorry though only for a while. Paul regretted it because 
they were made sorry. They mourned when they received the letter. Paul wanted what 
was best for them. He wanted them to be filled with joy and instead of being filled with 
joy they were filled with morning. And he filled them with sorrow, and is looking and 
saying, I've made them grieve. And when we confront with sin and with the desire of the 
sin is acknowledged and repented of. When the person or church is confronted it's easy 
for us to say that we should just go, there's freedom when you turn from sin. There’s 
freedom when you truly repent. There's freedom when you're not caring that burden, 
when you're not caring the results of sin around with you. There's great freedom when 
that happens. And a lot of times when we come and we confront somebody in their sin 
we expect it to just be like that (snap of fingers) and they get the joy the refreshment 
that comes when we turn from sin. But what frequently happens is there's a season of 
mourning. There's a season of anger. There's a season of sorrow. And so when Paul 
sends the letter, That's their response. Their responses aren’t just aww your great Paul 
thank you for saying this. It’s, how could he do this! How can he say this! And they 
sorrowed. They just didn't find the joy that’s in the Lord the joy that's in the freedom of 
from being freed from sin. For this life in sin produces misery and death but sometimes 
just when the sin gets revealed and it's even in the process of being repented of you 
see the misery and death that was already there to see the sorrow that was already 
there. So when Paul writes this to the church in Corinth the church just now sees what 
was already there. They were puffed up. They were glorying in sin. And they look at it 
and it causes misery and sorrow. And it's easy to think that the rebuke is what caused 
the misery and sorrow. It wasn’t of the rebuke because the misery and sorrow. It was 
their sin that caused the misery and sorrow. The rebuke that works through the sorrow 
and works through the misery. It was because of the sin to bring them to repentance 
that they could have the joy from the obedience. So sometimes with the revealing of sin 
we can see more of the effects of the sin. And it's not because the effects of the sin 
weren't already there, they were already there. The effects were just being made 
manifest. So when we bring sin to light this is frequently what happens. When we see 
our own sin the first thing should be to mourn over it. Blessed are those who mourn for 
they shall be comforted. But we shouldn’t desire people to mourn. But we still confront 
them in their sin knowing that this can bring morning. So he wanted so that he could 
rejoice. He could rejoice. He made them sorry for a while so that he could rejoice. He 
could rejoice because the sorrow led to true repentance. And we use word sorry way to 
frivolously. It's really easy with your children. Say two siblings get in a fight and you say, 



you need to say you're sorry and they say I'm sorry. You realize that just weakens the 
meaning of the word sorry. Cause there's no sincerity there. There’s no grief there. The 
word sorry has to do with grief it has to do with heaviness. It has to do with the idea that 
this is something that's a weighty matter that I have harmed somebody and we just use, 
“I'm sorry” as a meaningless word that we just throw out there. To say I'm sorry Means I 
took what I did to you seriously! And it actually affected me and I’m grieving over what I 
did. We just use I'm sorry just like a throwaway word. And then the other persons 
supposed to say I forgive you. When maybe you’re not sorry at all you just saying 
words. The question is when we harm other people does it actually cause us to be 
distressed. does it cause us to grieve? Does it cause us to have heaviness about the 
matter? That's what true sorrow is. And when you say I'm sorry what you're saying is I 
am sorrowful. I'm filled with grief. I feel the weight of this matter. We need to make sure 
we don't make sorrow a vain thing a frivolous thing a lightweight thing. When we hurt 
somebody else do we care do we actually feel sorrow over it. When we say let's not say
we’re sorry if we don't really feel sorry. Let’s not just say were sorry just to get a 
situation out of the way. Which is usually why people say their sorry is to get the 
situation over with. I just don't want to deal with it anymore. Instead of actually feeling 
the weight of the sin. Then Paul goes on to say that they were made sorry in a godly 
manner and that would godly manner and that word godly there is cantathaon which 
canto means like against God or following after God. And I think the idea here is 
because it's creating a contrast between being made sorry in a godly manner and 
storing against the world. So that there's a contrast here how is you made sorrowful are 
you made sorry because God is offended? Are you sorry because the worlds offended? 
Are you sorry because men are going to look at you badly? Are you sorry because 
there's effects of the sin? Are you sorry because God is offended? To be made sorry 
and a godly manner means that your morning because you see how God looks at your 
sin and you have grieved God. You have grieved the Holy Spirit. This is what it means 
to be sorry in a godly manner. It’s that your focus of your sin you say against God only 
have I sinned that doesn't mean that you need to make restitution for other people 
because we do make restitution in this world. But the too truly sorrow of our sin is to see
our sin as God sees it. And is a sin against God not a sin against other people. So they 
sorrowed it in a godly manner. They didn’t and sorrow go on aww we’re sorry that Paul 
is upset with us. They said were sorry because God is upset with us. We need to make 
sure when we repent that we think of this is repentance to God. So he wrote it so they 
may not suffer loss from us in anything. Paul had written a letter recognizing that he 
might be damaging them. And he wrote it anyway. Because he said this is my duty to 
write it and again it was inspired by the Holy Spirit. This is my duty to write it. He wrote it
thinking that they would be damaged but in the end they didn't suffer any loss. In the 
end they gain rather than lost. It’s important when we think about confronting people in 
sin, to remember their already losing because of their sin it's easy for us to think I'm 
going to cause loss to them I'm going to cause damage them now with their sin that's 
already causing damage to them. When we talk to them and we bring sin up and we 
force them and confront them in their sin the point of doing that is they've already 



suffered the loss were trying to end the damage were trying to end the sorrow were 
trying to end the grief. Even though it frequently means that there would be a season of 
grief before ends. It's important for us to remember that the reason that you should go 
confront somebody in their sin is because you love them and you care for them you 
want them not to be damaged anymore. It’s important to remember that there already 
less joyful because their sin. God judges sin and through his mercy he causes sin to 
have effects he causes sin to have those effects in our life. And through his mercy that 
allows us to repent. It's not the confrontation was sin that produces a loss. The sin is 
already producing loss. The bringing this into light is the way to expose evil works of 
darkness so that people repent and turn from sin. That doesn't mean we can't do it 
wrongly we can easily do it wrongly. We could do it in a way that we want them to suffer 
loss. We can do in away with what we want to confront them because we hurt them as 
they maybe had hurt us. And we want vengeance. Is this why we’re confronting them in 
their sin? We can do it with pride rather than humility. We can do it just the same way 
that the church in Corinth did. They got puffed up by it. They see somebody sin and 
instead of being humbled by saying except for by the grace of God I would do the same 
thing. Instead of seeing the mercy of God to protect us from the sin we can look at it and
say they’re like that and we’re like this, look how great we are. Then we’re going to 
suffer damage and then damage yourself. As I said before we can do it with vengeance.
We can do with, they sinned against me I want my revenge I want them to be hurt like 
they hurt me we. We can do it with lies and exaggeration. And this is easy to do when 
you see sin is that you want the people to see it. So you exaggerated make it so is more
easily seen then it also doesn't apply to them. We need to make sure that when we 
confront somebody in sin that the work is as forthright and direct and as equitable as we
can be. We can do it for our own gain rather than for their gain. We need to make sure 
that we even when we confront people and that's especially if they're sitting against us 
we can confront them in their sin because we can say look it would be a great blessing 
to me if you stop doing this. Instead of confronting them in their sin because it would be 
a great blessing to them if they stop doing it we can do it we can confront people in sin 
because were esteeming ourselves more than esteeming them. We can do it with our 
wisdom rather than the wisdom of God that is expressed in his word. We need to use 
the word when we confront people in sin so were not going look how smart I am look at 
wise I am we’re going look at how God's ways are wiser than our ways. God's ways are 
perfectly good. So we can exalt ourselves by using a run wisdom. So we need to make 
sure that when we do confront somebody in sin that we do it with a desire that they 
suffer no loss. 
Verse 10,
 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation not to be regretted but the 
sorrow of the world produces death. So he’s creating a contrast here, two different types
of sorrow. And again the context of the passage is that they were puffed up and they 
were glorying in the sin and the church. This wasn’t like adultery this was not murder 
this was not theft. This was them being puffed up. But it was also disparaging the name 
of Christ. They were acting like they were a new lump when they didn't mind being the 



old lump. And so when they get Paul's letter they grieve over it right because they were 
offensive to God. And they truly grieved because they saw they were offensive to God 
when they saw Paul's letter. Is that the attitude that we have toward sin? Especially 
those sins are not offensive in the world. Do we say our sin is that we were offensive to 
God? Do we mourn and sorrow because were offensive to God? Not because you do a 
lot of sins, I mean, there’re sins that the world hates. But there's lots of sins that the 
world and admires. The world admires the bold man who goes up and very proudly tries
to get followers after him. The world admires certain aspects of people that can very 
much be sin. And the worlds not offended by that. But God's offended by that because 
you’re lifting yourself up above God. And so the big question is when we sin do we have
the attitude toward sin that it's a sin against God so we grieve over it because it's a sin 
against God not because it's a sin against men. A lot of times men applied sin. Do we 
sorrow when we should sorrow? We’re going to have a time of prayer to confess and 
after the sermon. During that time are you going to take your sin seriously? Both 
corporately and individually are we going to take our sin seriously? Going forth are we 
going to be a body that takes our sin seriously? Are we going to be a body that treats 
sin lightly? Jesus Christ died to destroy the works of Satan. Jesus Christ came to earth 
he took on flesh he suffered misery, he suffered contempt, he suffered pain, and he did 
it all because of sin. Going forth are we going take sin seriously? Or not. We need to 
take sin seriously. Going through Isaiah we heard from the beginning how God had 
struck them from the top of the head to the sole of their foot they were covered with 
bruises and putrefying sores. And yet they didn't sorrow anymore when they got struck 
again. Is that us? Are we going to be a people that sorrow like the church in Corinth 
sorrowed? Are we going to be a people that sorrow when God chastises us? We’re 
going through a season of chastisement. Are we going to be a people that rejoice 
because God has chastised us? We should sorrow that we offended God. Are we just 
going to be here so we get struck again next week, next month, next year? Are we just 
going to get struck again and again? Or are we actually going to sorrow over our sin. 
When we have sin that's revealed to us we need to mourn over that sin and rejoice 
that’s God's been kind enough to reveal it. The other choices are to be like those that 
Peter talks about in 2 Peter 2:21-22. For it would've been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness. Than having known it to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered to them, but as happened to them according to the true 
proverb: a dog returns to his own vomit and a cell having washed to wallowing in the 
mire. That's what we can do. We can see what God has chastened us for, and then we 
could turn back and do the same thing over again. Or we can sorrow after a godly sort. 
Are we going to truly grieve about the sins that God has revealed in us? Are we truly 
going to grieve about it, individually but specifically as a body? Are we going to say 
we’re going to be different going forward? Not because of how good we are. But 
because God in his kindness has revealed sin to us. We need to change. Are we going 
to change or are we just going to sit here and pray? Then walk out and be like the dog 
that returns to its own vomit. There is godly sorrow and there's worldly sorrow. This is 
what worldly sorrow looks, like the dog that returns to his own vomit. That's what worldly



sorrow looks like. Are we going to have godly sorrow? Sorrow because we offended 
God. That leads to true repentance. It leads to truly seeing the effect of our sin. And 
saying were not going to do that anymore. We’re going to change. We’re going to do 
things differently. Does repentance lead to salvation? This isn’t leading to salvation in 
the idea of salvation from the punishment of Hell. And that truly does require true 
repentance. He’s not primarily talking to unbelievers he's talking to believers. And says 
that the repentance leads to salvation. When were caught in our sin, we are being 
damaged by that sin, we are entrapped by that sin. And true repentance means we get 
out of that trap, we get out that cage, we get out of that punishment, we get out of that 
grief, we get out that misery. He saves us from those things. But if all you do is sorrow 
after in a worldly manner you just sorrowed because you say, oh I wish I had gotten 
caught. Then you’re not going to be safe and you're going to go back to the same thing, 
you're going go back to the same damage that you had before. Godly sorrow says I'm 
going get out of that cage and get out of that place were being damaged. When we see 
our sin do see the effects that it has on what God has done to us. It's pretty easy in that 
season I do a lot of damage of last are we just going to set it up so it happens that we 
can have godly sorrow godly sorrow means we stop overdoing we recognize it's 
displeasing to God and we turn from it because we do not want to offend our father in 
heaven. And also because we do know that if he is our father he’s going to scourge us. 
He’s a perfect father and he's really good at scourging. On the one hand we have the 
fear of God that we see him as the awful, the awesome, and wonderful God that we do 
not want to offend. And then on the other hand we see him as the God who has the rod 
in his hand. And he can scourge us when we fail. That's godly sorrow. That leads 
repentance. That leads us from freedom from our sin. When a father uses the rod on his
child to stop his child from misbehaving, he is freeing him from that sin. And that's the 
point that's what God does to us. Godly sorrow should never be regretted. We can have
a season where we’re morning because of our sin against God. And that we have true 
mourning because the consequences of our sin. But that's never something to be 
regretted. At something to rejoice in because God was kind enough to show us our sin 
so that we could turn from it. He didn’t just leave us where we were. He says that he 
shows it to us. And he causes us to look at what we did and to mourn over it. It's the 
mourning that will produce joy. It's the mourning that will produce freedom from sin. 
Salvation, being saved from sin. God will could cleanse us from that sin if we mourn 
over it. If we sorrow over it in a godly manner. 1 John 1:9 says If we confess our sins he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. And
that’s what it means, that he will save us if we truly repent. He will cleanse us from the 
unrighteousness. He will save us from that sin. If we truly confess. But it means to truly 
confess is to confess is to say with our mouths what we actually believe in our hearts. If 
all we do is we come and say oh it's so terrible that I did this and it was so sinful that I 
did that. But we don't believe it. That’s is not a true confession and God doesn't cleanse 
us from that sin. It has to be that we truly confess it that we truly say what were really 
believing in our heart of hearts. And then God will cleanse us. Are we willing to walk in 
the light and say the things that we actually believe? Or are we just going to say things 



that we think people want to hear. To contrast that sorrow with the sorrow of the world 
that produces death. Being caught in sin if it's taken seriously it always produces 
sorrow. I've caught people in adultery and you talk to them and they always are 
sorrowful. Unless they are so hard and their consciences are so seared that they just 
ignore sin entirely. Most people if they're caught in sin they sorrow. When they’re 
sorrowing you don't know what that sorrow is. Is that sorrow worldly sorrow being that 
sorrow godly sorrow? You can't know what it is until you see the outcome of it until you 
see the works. Most frightening people of the people that you confirm in their sin and 
their just cold their dead. Their consciences are so seared it doesn't bother them at all. 
But if it's taken seriously, the man who is normally caught he sorrows. He sorrows 
because men know his sin or he’s sorrowing because he realizes he has offended God. 
But it's only as you go forward that you can see whether it's true. They can cry they can 
set all types of tears. They almost always say if they’re mourned how now they feel free 
from their sin there was this huge burden that they were carrying out and now that 
burdens been lifted off their shoulders. That can be true if they repented. And that can 
be true if repentance is far from them. Because it's very burdensome to hide things. And
if you feel guilty of the sin and your hiding things they can feel really burdensome. And 
so they can feel free when it's made known. There can be tears, they can talk about 
how they're free from their sins how the weights been lifted off. But if it's true mourning 
with godly sorrow it will produce joy. It won't produce that I'm just trying to hide things, it 
won’t just produce that I'm trying to restore my relationships with people. It will actually 
produce joy because the freedom of the sin is gone. But if it doesn't, worldly sorrow 
produces death. One produces life the other produces death. Worldly sorrow if you're 
just sorry that you got caught it doesn't do anything for you there is no salvation from the
sin there you're just still trapped in your sins and trespasses. And it just makes it a little 
bit worse. It makes it a little bit harder to caught the next time. Your conscience is a little 
bit more seared your heart is little bit more hardened. And next time that they’re caught 
in the sin there will be less mourning. And after all, they got away with it the last time. 
We need to make sure that when were caught in sin that we mourn in a godly manner 
not a worldly manner. We find out how you get that or what it looks like. It is Paul's 
saying in second Corinthians 7 verse 11 he’s saying here's how I know was real 
repentance for the church in Corinth. For observe this very thing that you starred in a 
godly manner with diligence in producing you what clearing of your cells with 
indignation what fear what vehement desire with zeal and vindication in all things you 
proved yourselves to be clear in this matter. Paul knows it was godly sorrow because he
can see the effects of it. Godly sorrow produces visible responses. It produces real 
change. Repentance isn't just confessing that you're sorry this happened confessing I 
shouldn’t have done it. It's then saying in taking and saying therefore I will do things 
differently in the future and Paul looked at the church in Corinth and set were was a 
puffed up church now it's a humble church. He sees different things. The church in 
Corinth had been disparaging the name of Christ by saying it doesn't matter about sin. 
But because of their actions he sees them reverse their actions and then he could say I 
know you sorrowed after a godly manner because there were manifestations of 



sorrowing after godly manner. Think of the things that are produced. What diligence it 
produced. Godly sorrow produces diligence. The person who says I I'm so sorry I did 
this on for repenting before God for doing this. And it doesn't do anything to turn from 
the sin. Guess what? That's worldly sorrow. Godly sorrow means that you set up things 
you say I sin in this way. I'm going to change what I did so I don't do it again. On 
Wednesday we talked about having people that would change the Constitution because
hopefully that's a sign of godly sorrow because were saying the Constitution has serious
problems in it. And we don't just sit back and don't do anything about it, we actually go 
and do things about it. Godly sorrow produces diligence. It produces a change. If you 
have a pattern that… Say you’ve looked at pornography. All of the sudden, the way it 
produces as you look to see what things cause and make sure you stop doing that. You 
put you put accountability software on your systems. You make choices to create 
diligence so that you diligently change your pattern, you diligently change your behavior.
And it can’t just be a burst. It’s not just for a week. It's that you're changing your 
behavior. As we come out of this season, we need to make sure that we’re asking 
ourselves what new patterns we need to have. Not just for this week, but for the coming 
years. What real godly sorrow says this, we’re going to do things differently. Whether we
are going to do differently. As we think of confession of sin we need to make sure that 
we say what should that response be that we’re diligent in doing it and we actively work 
to be different. And some of us will have diligence for a season, and then stop. Because
we haven't truly repented. True repentance means that you keep diligently trying to do 
the right thing. It doesn't mean that you won’t stumble and fall. We will stumble and fall. 
But we try to walk on a different path. As a body are we going to do this? I hope in a 
year that we can look back and say, we did things differently than we did in 2015. As a 
church we do things differently than we did in 2015. Because we truly sorrowed of our 
sin in a godly manner. The next is, what clearing of yourselves. The word apology- and 
this doesn't mean apology as we think an apology it means from logic: a proof of 
repentance is you have an explanation you know what you did you can understand that 
there something different that you're going to do and somebody looking at it from the 
outside can say I see why you did that. I see why you did that. I see why you put 
accountability software on your computer. I see why you have change things. Others 
can see their behavior and they can look and say yep that's what it should look like if 
you repented of sin. The case at court the people were puffed up. And glorying and 
people from the outside could see now that their humble. 
And they're taking the right steps to prevent the event the sin from happening again. 
Titus goes there Paul is able to find out that, yes there has been true repentance 
because he sees that they're different he sees that they take a different path. What 
indignation what indignation it produced in them. The church's response change from 
glorying to indignation. There was a significant noticeable change in their response. 
Before what they said is look at this we can abide with the sin in us and now they're 
looking at this and going this is horrible. This is horrible. They’re looking at the sin with 
indignation. Before they said it's not a big deal now this is a very ugly thing. What fear, 
what fear it produced in them. When we see the effects of sin we should fear God 



because he shows us that sin has real consequences. And so when we see that we 
should have fear of God because sin has real consequences. But we should also have 
fear of our own weakness. Because we can fall into the same sin again. We can 
collapse again. We can do the same thing again. And so it should cause us to fear our 
own weakness which doesn't mean we just go say oh it was no big deal. I'm weak. It 
goes therefore I have put protection so I won't fall into the same thing again. I'm going to
be careful not to overlook things. I’m going to be careful to make sure I'm not misled. 
him to be careful to make sure that I understand what's going on so that I don't just let 
myself be ensnared by the same sin again. True godly sorrow produces fear. Godly 
sorrow produces a vehement desire. They didn't just kind of say, yeah it would be good 
to stop doing that. They had zeal, they had a will to change it. They wanted to change. 
So that the vehement desire is the idea that in their heart and in their will. They didn't 
want to continue as they were. The zeal is that they did the work the vehement desire is
they had the heart to do it. Do we really want to in your heart do you really want to turn 
from your sin? Godly sorrow produces a vehement desire, a strong desire to turn from 
your sin. Not a desire to not get caught again. But a desire not to sin. A desire not to sin 
when God see’s it. Worldly sorrow it produces a vehement desire not get caught again. 
That’s not godly sorrow. Godly sorrow produces a vehement desire not to do it. With 
zeal: the word zeal really means heat. Godly sorrow produces an ardor a zeal. It 
produces heat it produces something manifest in your life it produces that you go out 
there and change it you go out there and having not just want to do it but you actually 
do it. With Vindication: they wanted to clear their name. They wanted their name to be 
known not as a church that was glorying not as a church that was puffed up. But the 
church that was humble before God. As a body they want to be known in a different 
way. And Ezra & Nehemiah in both of them you have Judah repent. But it's not long 
before they're back in the same exact sins again. That's not the church in Corinth. The 
church in Corinth when it repents they wanted to clear their name they want to be 
known differently. They say things even do things and Ezra & Nehemiah you know the 
people of Jerusalem say things and do things but before long the same charges can be 
leveled against them. Their name ended up not changing. May our name change. May 
we vindicate our name may our reputation be different. That's how they prove 
themselves clear the matter. We are going to have a time of confession. But if we’re 
going to be found clear of the matter. We do need to do more than just utter words. We 
need to walk on a new path. We need to have a desire for different reputation than we 
had before. A different reputation of how we honor God. A different reputation about our 
desire is to be pleasing to God not pleasing to men. Are we going to prove ourselves to 
be clear of the matter? And the last verse,
Verse 12:  Therefore, although I wrote you I did not do it for the sake of him who has
done the wrong. More for the sake of him who suffered long, but that our care for you in
the sight of God might appear to you. God wrote to them not primarily about the person
who is having his father's wife. He wasn’t writing to them for the victim. And the situation
even though he didn't care about those people those people did matter. Their sin was
grievous and the damage to other people was terrible. But that's not why Paul wrote,



Paul wrote first and foremost for the church for the church to see it’s sin. For the church
to  turn  from  its  sins  so  that  church  would  know his  care  for  the  them.  It  was  to
demonstrate that our care for you in the sight of God might appear to you. He wanted
them to know how much he cared for them. Faithful are the wounds of a friend. he
wanted them to know he was their friend. That's why he rebuked them. That's why he
sent the letter that he was starting to regret and all these other things but he sent the
letter because he wanted them to know that he cared for them. Somebody comes you
with a rebuke for your sin. Do they know you care for them? That’s one of the reasons
that we should rebuke. Because it's a sign of care. Like spare the rod despise a child it's
the same thing the parent that won't use the rod in a godly way on their children it's a
testimony that they don't care for their children. If we have a brother or sister who we
see in sin and will rebuke we’re testifying, we don't care for them. But if we rebuke them
in a righteous way in humility recognizing the work we can easily be ensnared by the
same sin. There's a list of things we need to do it in truth there's a list of things we need
to do it in. But when we do it at that end it should be a testimony that we cared for them
Paul wrote this letter so at the end the church in Corinth knew Paul cared for the church
in Corinth. He wanted to know his care for them. Too often when people are confronted
in sin the reaction is he just out to get me I or he just wants to damage me. When we
approach somebody we make sure that's not the case and that we’re not doing it to get
them to damage them to hurt them. Paul did it in such a way that they knew he cared
and when we rebuke we should go with the desire that they understand the reason that
were doing it is because we care. Do we care enough for each other that we’ll do the
hard work of dealing with our sins? Or will we just show a lack of care and just let it
grow and let the sin fester and let it get worse and worse. Do we have a testimony of
care? And going forward we have better testimony of care that we’ve had in the past. So
this is what repentance looks like. For observe this very thing that you started a godly
manner what diligence in producing you what clearing of your cells with indignation.
What fear what  vehement desire what  zeal  what vindication in all  things you prove
yourself be clear in this matter. Is that what our repentance is going to look like? We’re
going through tough season. Is that what our repentance is going to look like coming out
of this season? May it be true. May it not be worldly sorrow. So this is what will look like
if it's godly sorrow. Understand none of these things come from ourselves. Repentance
is a gift of God. Repentance is because God opens our eyes to the sin, God gives us
the strength overturn the sin, God gives us the will to do what is right in his eyes. And so
when we think of repentance lets not forget to pray to God and cry out to God for him to
give the gift. Because it is not a natural man’s way to turn from his sin. Not in the old
man that still dwells in you to turn from your sin. It is what God does in you and through
you to be a testimony of who Christ is because Christ did come to destroy the works of
the Devil. And he does give the gift of repentance because that's how we do it that's
how he does it. He does it by destroying sin in our lives sin in the world he's out there
doing these things. And does it give the gift of repentance. May God grant us the gift of
Repentance.
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