
“God’s word Usurped”

Mark 7: 1-13

Intro:

Q. What is it to Usurp?

It is to “take something over”

Or: “Seize” Or:  “to Assume a position”

One of the things that our Lord came to ‘right’ was the 
way in which the word of God had been ‘submerged’ 
by those who were meant to be the teachers of 
Israel.

Thus, they became his greatest enemies.

So let us turn to this passage.

Note 1;

The Usurpers Identified.

Mar 7:1  Then came together unto him the 
Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which 
came from Jerusalem. 
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Q. Who were these?

The Pharisees were a separatist sect of the Jewish 
religion.

  Paul, before Agrippa said this:

 Act 26:4  My manner of life from my youth, which 
was at the first among mine own nation at 
Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 

Act 26:5  Which knew me from the beginning, if they 
would testify, that after the most straitest 
sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. 

“straitest”

The GK word behind this:

ακριβεστατος
akribestatos

ak-ree-bes'-ta-tos

Superlative of ακριβης akribes̄ (a derivative of the same as G206); 
most exact: - most straitest.

Only appears in this verse of the NT.

It means: “most exact”

It is an Hyperbolic word.
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These Pharisees did not like the type of Religion that 
Christ was preaching.

Example:

Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free. 

Joh 8:33  They answered him, We be Abraham's 
seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how 
sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 

Joh 8:34  Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant 
of sin. 

Joh 8:35  And the servant abideth not in the house 
for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 

Joh 8:36  If the Son therefore shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed. 

This did not fit into the Pharisees religion of Strict 
observance of many laws which were not even in 
scripture!

John MacArthur

“actually there are thirty chapters in the 
Mishnah {jewish sayings and comments} about 
the ceremonial ritual cleansing of pots and 
pans. 

there’s one whole volume on rinsing your 
hands ceremonially,” 
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How devoted were they to this material? The 
Jerusalem Talmud, and I quote, says, “The 
words of the scribes are more lovely than 
the words of the Law.” It says, “It is a 
greater crime to transgress the words of the 
school of Rabbi Hillel than the words of the 
Scripture.” It says, “My son, attend to the 
words of the scribes more than the words of 
the Law.”

Note 2;

The Usurpers Character

Mar 7:2  And when they saw some of his disciples 
eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with 
unwashen, hands, they found fault. 

They were “fault finders”

They were constantly looking for something to raise 
against Christ and his disciples.

Compare:

(Mar 2:16)  And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with 
publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that 
he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?

(Mar 2:18)  And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to 
fast: and they come and say unto him, Why do the disciples of John 
and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?
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(Mar 2:24)  And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they 
on the sabbath day that which is not lawful?

(Mar 3:6)  And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took 
counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might destroy 
him.

(Mar 7:5)  Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not 
thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread 
with unwashen hands?

(Mar 12:13)  And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of 
the Herodians, to catch him in his words.

App:

We, as Christians, are not to be like the Pharisees.

Q. What should our motto be?

Php 2:3  Let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselves. 

This was foreign to a Pharisee.

Consider:

The Pharisees disguised their attacks on Christ and 
his disciples behind a mask of zeal for the word of 
God.

They were prime hypocrites.
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Note 3;

The Usurpers Influence.
 
Mar 7:3  For the Pharisees, and all the Jews,  

except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding 
the tradition of the elders. 

Consider:

The control that these Pharisees had over the Jews.

Compare:

The words of our Lord regarding them.

Mat 23:15  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,  
hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make 
one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him 
twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. 

Note 4;

The Usurpers complexity. 

Mar 7:4  And when they come from the market,  
except they wash, they eat not. And many other 
things there be, which they have received to 
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hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brasen 
vessels, and of tables. 

Consider:

False religion tends towards complication.

Compare:

Acts 15: 5-11  {esp 10-11}

Note 5

The Usurpers Fixation 

Mar 7:5  Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, 
Why walk not thy disciples according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat bread with 
unwashen hands? 

Consider:

They’re allegiance was not to the word of God but to 
the works and dictates of men. 

Gill notes:
The word παραδοσις, tradition, has occupied 
a most distinguished place, both in the 
Jewish and Christian Church. Man is ever 
fond of mending the work of his Maker; and 
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hence he has been led to put his finishing 
hand even to Divine revelation!

The passage in Matthew is even more revealing here.

Mat 15:2  Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition 
of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they 
eat bread. 

Our Lord’s response in the Matthew passage is yet 
more enlightening.

Mat 15:3  But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye 
also transgress the commandment of God by your 
tradition? 

Note 6;

The Usurpers Exposed

Mar 7:6  He answered and said unto them, Well hath 
Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is  
written, This people honoureth me with their lips,  
but their heart is far from me. 

Consider:

We have in this verse; their title and its meaning.

πυ οκριτης
hupokrites̄
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hoop-ok-ree-tace'
From G5271; an actor under an assumed character 
(stage player), that is, (figuratively) a dissembler 
(“hypocrite”): - hypocrite.

Hypocrisy defined:

 “This people honoureth me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me”

Note 7;

The Usurpers futility.

Mar 7:7  Howbeit in vain do they worship me,  
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

Compare:

Mat 7:22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? 

Mat 7:23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

Note 8;

The Usurpers Folly
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Mar 7:8  For laying aside the commandment of God, 
ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots 
and cups: and many other such like things ye do. 

Consider:

How foolish a thing to “lay aside” the word of God. 

Compare:

2 Timothy 3: 14-17

Note 9;

The Usurpers Motive.

Mar 7:9  And he said unto them, Full well ye reject  
the commandment of God, that ye may keep your 
own tradition. 

Consider;

They never really wanted to obey God at all.

If they had they would have obeyed Christ!

Compare:

Joh 8:42  Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye 
would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from 
God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 
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Note 10;

The Usurpers Agenda.

Mar 7:10  For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy 
mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let  
him die the death: 

Mar 7:11  But ye say, If a man shall say to his father  
or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by 
whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he 
shall be free. 

Mar 7:12  And ye suffer him no more to do ought for 
his father or his mother; 

John Gill
"this signifies a gift": now, according to 
the traditions of the elders, whoever made 
use of that word to his father or his 
mother, signifying thereby, that what they 
might have expected relief from at his 
hands, he had devoted it; or it was as if it 
was devoted to sacred uses; adding, 

by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by 
me, he shall be free; and not under any 
obligation to regard and relieve his 
parents, let their case and circumstances be 
what they would. 
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This is the form of a vow, which a man 
having made on purpose, to free himself from 
the charge of the maintenance of his 
parents, when reduced, repeats unto them; or 
which he makes upon their application to 
him: 

nor was it a dedication of his substance to 
holy and religious uses; to the service of 
God and the temple; but it was a vow he 
made, that what he had, should be as Corban, 
as a gift devoted to sacred uses: that as 
that could not be appropriated to any other 
use, so his substance, after such a vow, 
could not be applied to the relief of his 
parents; though he was not obliged by it to 
give it for the use of the temple, but might 
keep it himself, or bestow it upon others. 

Note 11;

The Usurpers Effect/Consequence 

Mar 7:13  Making the word of God of none effect  
through your tradition, which ye have delivered: 
and many such like things do ye. 
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