
2104 - ROME at LAST - Acts 28:11-31 
PRELIMS. Paul is en-route to Rome, for he has appealed to Caesar 
because of false charges made by the Jews. The vessel had been 
shipwrecked on the Island of Malta. They enjoyed hospitality from 
the Maltese people. The winter is now past and they set sail again. 
Luke continues to give us details which we may think unnecessary! 
Paul was 3 months on Malta - helping and healing! Then they set 
sail – on a ship with idolatrous images! The figure-head on the ship 
was Greek gods Castor and Pollux, the ‘twin-brothers’, sons of Zeus! 
APP It is very difficult to avoid some contact and some relationship 
with idolatrous images – even the 21st century in the western world! 
Sometimes the only choice we have, may have a link with some kind 
of idolatry. Now that is different from acknowledging/worshipping 
an idol! Paul had no difficulty using this ship – but he did not 
acknowledge that Castor/Pollux were real gods! we must go out of 
the world in order to totally avoid every link with evil!         
Paul spent nearly 2 weeks going in and out around Sicily and the foot 
of Italy; 3 days in Syracuse, then 2 days at Rhegium, and then 7 days 
at Puteoli, where kind, hospitable Xns entertained Paul and Co. 
Some time before, Paul had written to the Xns at Rome, saying I am 
eager to preach the gospel to you also who are at Rome [R1:15] and 
then at Ephesus he said I must also see Rome [A19:21] In fact, 3 
times he says he planned to see the church in Rome [Rom 
1:10,13,15:32] and  now at last, after many problems and difficulties, 
he can write, And so we came to Rome!![14c] He finally arrives at 
the most influential city in the world of his day! Rome is still a 
most famous city of culture! Tourist are constantly visiting Rome! 
Many fans of pop-stars save up for months to go to a show to see 
their favourite singer! Because they are keen! Same with football 
fans and players! Look here at how keen the believers in Rome were 
to see the Apostle! And the brothers there, when they heard about us, 
came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us 
[15] Some travelled by foot 30 miles, some 40 miles! APP How keen 
are you to hear some great preacher or theologian? How far are you 
prepared to travel for some spiritual blessing? No wonder when Paul 



met them he thanked God and took courage [15c] He finally met the 
people he had heard and wrote to - and prayed for so much!  
Paul was an evangelist at heart – he could only wait 3 days before he 
took the initiative and called together the local leaders of the Jews 
[17]! He made his congregation! He did not wait until they came to 
him! Yes, he ministered to local Xns, but there were 1,000s of others 
‘outside of Christ’! He never forgot the words of X regarding the 
gospel, beginning at Jerusalem. His own countrymen! Those with a 
relationship to God already! He wanted to see how many really 
understood the grace of God and had saving faith – for such people, 
Jews who knew God and put their trust in Him and in the Words of 
Moses, would immediately ‘recognise’ the Messiah as soon as He 
was revealed to them and His Word explained to them! 
But Paul was concerned that these Jews were influenced by evil 
reports. Paul was indeed misrepresented by his own countrymen 
regarding the Messiah! So he contacted them, spoke with them, 
explained to them why he was there in Rome I was compelled to 
appeal to Caesar [19] ‘I am completely innocent of any charges’!  
But Paul says there is another reason why he has called for them 
For this reason...I have asked to see you...it is because of the hope of 
Israel that I am wearing this chain [20]! ‘This has to do with our 
faith – Israel’s faith in Jehovah’! That term the hope of Israel would 
have been well known and precious to them as Jews! It was a 
common denominator between them. Maybe even nostalgic? 
Now these Jews did something very commendable. While they did 
hear negative reports of Paul’s teaching with regard to this sect we 
know that everywhere it is spoken against [22b] yet they were not 
prejudiced against Paul! we desire to hear from you what your 
views are [22a]! In other words they did not conclude that the 
rumours were true! They were willing to hear Paul speak for himself 
rather than just accept public opinion or the opinion of the orthodox 
and established leaders.  APP Even today many Xns just accept the 
opinions of their favourite gurus/leaders, and popular authors 
without examining and even reading or hearing the individuals 
themselves. Many people base their judgments on the reports of 



others they respect. Luther and Calvin and every leader of progress 
and development was criticised and maligned by the establishment 
of their day! They were misrepresented and people were told ‘don’t 
even listen to him’! But these Jews were willing to hear Paul for 
himself! APP Some won’t read an author because of his reputation! 
When they had appointed a day [23] Paul was patient. Speed is of 
they devil. Step by step! Paul planned his work. He made another 
date to meet them. No doubt part of the reason was to allow time for 
prayer and thought! ‘How best can I respond to these particular 
Jews I have just met? Some were interested, but others not so’ And to 
seek the mind of God regarding the way ahead. Where, when, how?  
greater numbers came! How wonderful! How did they advertise it? 
The door of his lodgings were open all day! from morning till 
evening he expounded to them [23] probably means ‘a continual flow 
all day’! testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince 
them about Jesus both from the law of Moses and from the Prophets 
[23] Did you read that? Convincing people about Jesus from the law, 
Moses, Prophets? You would think it would be from the NT! I 
believe there is something yet to be discovered in connection with 
the OT & NT relationship! The gospel spread in the 1st 50yrs 
through the Word, but it was OT alone! And the Holy Spirit!  
Result 1 – The same as we have today! some were convinced by 
what he said, but others disbelieved [24] When and wherever the 
gospel is preached we get the same result! APP you belong to one of 
these classes! Which one? You believe or you don’t! 
Result 2 – People talk about the problem of Church’s divided! Well, 
the ‘world’ have much more divisions than the Church! Here the 
little group hearing Paul were disagreeing among themselves [25] 
Remember Paul preaching to the Pharisees and Sadducees? They 
were set against themselves! APP Do not allow the argument of the 
divisions in the Church discourage you. It is inevitable! Mankind in 
every area of learning/teaching have divisions! Scientists, who are 
supposed to be absolute, are very often divided - a contradiction!  
Result 3 – there was a final challenge! They were not allowed to 
leave without a final warning! they departed after Paul made one 



statement ‘The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers 
through Isaiah the prophet’ (about you lot)! When he said You will 
indeed hear but never understand...you will indeed see but never 
perceive [26] What hard words! this people’s hearts have grown 
dull...their eyes they have closed [27] That’s very strong language! 
And yet Paul is not a hard man! APP How often do you get our  TV 
evangelists saying that today? How often do you get ministers 
saying that today?  *Note: Those Jewish rejectors of Moses’ words, 
were actually fulfilling his prophecies by their rejection! 
And then Paul had a real sting in the tail! let it be known to you that 
this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen 
[28] How could Paul ‘rub salt into their wounds’? To say that 
Abrahamic ‘salvation’ was to be given to Gentile dogs was 
anathema! Its like saying to proud and fine ladies and gentlemen 
that the prostitutes and drunkards would obtain heaven before 
them! There must have been some good reason for Paul to say it! 
If these Jews had known their Bibles they would have been aware of 
God’s ultimate plan to save the Gentiles along with the Jews, I will 
provoke them to anger with a foolish nation [Deu 32:21] What did 
they make of that Scripture? Did it not make sense to them? No! 
Scripture does not make sense until the Holy Spirit open the eyes and 
the heart! Paul taught this truth 3 times at least, Antioch (Pis), 
Corinth, Ephesus [Acts 13:46+18:6+19:8]! 
Paul was another two years before he got freedom!(?) He lived there 
two whole years at his own expense [30]  But these two years were 
well spent! proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the 
Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance [31] At 
this time, Paul also wrote, under inspiration, the epistles to the Eph/
Phil/Col/Phile/Timothy/Titus! Although lonely, Paul was very 
exercised about communicating the gospel as far and wide as 
possible. He was not idle regarding the spread of the gospel. APP I 
cannot but think if he lived today he would be constantly on his 
iPhone sending out Facebook messages!


