
INTRODUCTION 
 
Until this point missionary journeys had been to places that had not heard the gospel. This was 

different. It started as a tour of existing churches for the purpose of strengthening them.  
In the work of the gospel, consolidation is as important as growth. God's people need to grow in 

grace and in the knowledge of their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).  
The letter from the Jerusalem Council would have had that effect. It was a reminder that people 

are saved by God's grace through faith without doing anything to earn his favour. That would 

build up confidence, gratitude, and love, and they would serve God better as a result.  
 
HOW THE JOURNEY STARTED 
 
When they reached Derbe and Lystra Paul decided to recruit a young man named Timothy. See 

his Epistles to Timothy for biographical details. The choice was based on two considerations: his 

spiritual qualifications, and the fact that he was highly regarded in both the community. In order 

to make him more acceptable to Jewish people he went through the rite of circumcision. That 

teaches us something. Reputation does not guarantee success, but someone with a poor 

reputation will not get a hearing. When we bring the message of Christ we should be considerate 

towards our hearers. The Jerusalem Council had recognised that those Jewish rites must not be 

imposed on other people, but we should be willing to forego our rights if insisting on them would 

hinder our message. That is the way of love. 
 
HOW GOD DIRECTED THEM 
 
How do we know God's guidance? We can learn from what happened to those missionaries.  
They began by following the general principles of God's Word - in their case they were obeying 

Christ's command to take the gospel to the ends of the earth.  
We should act by the Bible as well. Usually that is enough. Acting against the Bible is definitely 

not God's guidance.  
But it did not tell them exactly where to go. They used their common sense. Usually that is 

enough. In their case it was not enough because they were prevented from reaching their 

destination when they went south to the Mediterranean, and again when went north towards the 

Black Sea. The only direction left was to go west to the town of Troas by the Dardanelles.  
It was then an unusual thing happened. Paul had a vision of a man from Macedonia (Greece) 

asking for help. On its own such a dream would have meant nothing, but it focused their 

attention on the land that lay directly opposite them. Paul did not make the decision on his own. 

The group as a whole decided that God was calling them to sail to Greece.  
All this is helpful to us when we want to know God's will. We must follow the principle the 

Bible teaches. Our feelings and impulses are not safe guides, and we should value the advice of 

wise Christians. Circumstances may point us in a particular direction, perhaps after other doors 

have closed. Sometimes there may be an incident that focuses our mind on something. When all 

of those things come together we can believe that is God's guidance. That assumes that we are 

willing to serve him, because wrong motives can distort our judgement.  
Their first stopover was the city of Philippi, a Roman colony and large population centre. It was 

also the obvious place to go since it was 10 miles from the port along the main road (not much 

need for special guidance there).  



 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN SOMEONE RECEIVES THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST? 
 
The question arose, "Who should we speak to about Christ?" Again, there was an obvious clue. 

They went, on the Jewish Sabbath, to the place where people met for prayer.  
Luke mentions a woman named Lydia. She was not Jewish but she followed the Jewish religion 

(as many did). When Luke selected converts to write about he chose a variety of people, showing 

that believers are one in Christ Jesus. 
Lydia is described ad "a seller of purple". Her hometown of Thyatira was famous for dye 

manufacturing, and she seems to have been a sales person or to have run her own business.  
The only thing Luke says about her conversion is that "the Lord opened her heart so that she 

attended to things Paul said". She was persuaded the gospel true and acted accordingly. Christ 

was doing what he said he would do - when he sent his church with the gospel he promised to be 

with them, and his Spirit had worked in Lydia's when she heard the message.  
Humanity is averse to God. When his message is proclaimed people tend to disregard it. God's 

Old Testament promise was to give people "a new heart" especially after the Christ had come. 

That is what he did for Lydia. She became willing to listen, she understood, she welcomed the 

Christ Paul spoke about. It was a blend of Paul's proclamation, the Spirit's power, producing 

Lydia's faith. 
God has ordained that faith in Christ, and new life through the Spirit should be accompanied by 

baptism. It is a declaration by God of his covenant blessings in union with Christ, and a public 

act of identifying with Christ and commitment to follow him.  
When she joined with Christ and his people Lydia put her new relationships into practice by 

showing hospitality to God's people.  
 


