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 We’re back in the Gospel of Mark this morning after 3 

weeks away from it, and we’re continuing in Mark 13 this 

morning.  Last time we studied Mark 13:1-8, and today we’ll look 

at verses 9-13.  This is known as the Olivet discourse, because 

Jesus is speaking to His disciples on the Mount of Olives.  It is the 

longest block of teaching in the Gospel of Mark, and it’s recorded 

also in Matthew 24 and Luke 21.  And as I mentioned last time, 

this is one of the most difficult passages to interpret in Mark, 

indeed, in the whole Bible.  So we need to approach this with a lot 

of humility and patience.  I was certainly humbled this week in my 

study as I felt like I was beating my head against the wall trying to 

understand some of these details.   

 Let me tell you what encouraged me in the midst of that.  2 

Timothy 3:16-17, "All Scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped 

for every good work."  Even if I can’t understand all the details of 

what Jesus is referring to in Mark 13, I do know that it is inspired 

Scripture which is meant to teach us and correct us and equip us.  

The application of this passage is not limited to the first-century 

church.  Nor is it limited to the last generation of believers, 

whenever that may be.  I believe this has application for every 

generation of believers.  It was certainly very relevant to those first 

Christians who witnessed the destruction of the temple and the 

destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  They saw these things play out 

before their very eyes.  But this is also relevant for subsequent 

generations of believers.  It’s relevant for us today, and it will 

continue to be relevant until that last Day when Christ returns.   

 

Near and Far Fulfillment 

 My working assumption here (and I’ll say again that I’m 

still working to understand this better), is that the Olivet Discourse 

had a near fulfillment in 70 AD and also has a yet-future 

fulfillment.  In many ways, you can look at the horrific events of 

70 AD and say, “That’s exactly what Jesus was talking about.”  

But I also believe Jesus was looking beyond that event to the final 

Day, the final judgment, the parousia, His second coming. 

 There are many different opinions on this, and we may 

have different opinions on this among ourselves here.  That’s OK.  

This is one of those issues where we can say, “We agree on the 

Trinity, and Christ’s sacrifice for sinners, and His resurrection, and 

we agree that He’s coming back, but we have a different 
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interpretation of the Olivet Discourse, and we may understand the 

book of Revelation differently.”  That’s not to say that these 

discussions are unimportant.  We should work hard to understand 

and apply these things as best we can.  But at the end of the day, if 

we come down on different sides of a particular question here, we 

don’t have to point fingers and yell, “heretic,” and part ways.  This 

is one of those third-tier theological issues that we can agree to 

disagree on and have a healthy and humble discussion over. 

So, with that said, let me give you the right interpretation of 

this passage.  Or at least my best attempt at this point, and I’m 

open to further discussion on these things.   

The conversation between Jesus and the disciples begins 

with a comment about the temple.  Jesus and the disciples are 

leaving the temple, which is significant.  Jesus is done with the 

temple.  He has pronounced judgment on the temple, and now He’s 

leaving it.  And one of the disciples says, “Look, Teacher, what 

wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus says, 

“Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one 

stone upon another that will not be thrown down.”     

 Then, once they’re up on the Mount of Olives opposite the 

temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew ask Jesus a 

question.  They were surely baffled by Jesus’ comment, and they 

want to get some more details.  What could He be talking about?  

And more importantly, when should they be expecting this to 

happen?  So they ask Him in verse 4, “Tell us, when will these 

things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are about 

to be accomplished?”  Now, in their minds, the destruction of the 

temple and the end of the age would have been melded together.  

These two things were inseparable in their understanding, and 

that’s assumed in their question.  You can see it more clearly in the 

parallel passage in Matthew 24:3 where the question is, “Tell us, 

when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your 

coming and of the close of the age?”  You see the connection 

between these things (the destruction of the temple, which they’re 

talking about), and Jesus’ second coming (the parousia), and the 

close of the age. 

 In light of that, I see the Olivet Discourse as addressing 

both questions.  The disciples are thinking of it as one question, 

one final event.  But Jesus speaks of two events: the destruction of 

the temple, and then His second coming, the first event being a 

type of the second.  The cataclysmic events leading up to 70 AD 

were the near fulfillment of what Jesus spoke about here, and those 

events point forward to the cataclysmic events that will happen 

leading up to Jesus return and the final judgment.   

 So Jesus’ words on the Mount of Olives were obviously 

very relevant to those first disciples, but it continues to have much 
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relevance in every generation because every generation must be 

watchful.  Every generation must undergo persecution and must 

proclaim the Gospel and must persevere in the faith and be ready 

for Christ’s return.   

 The imperatives help us to see Jesus’ purpose in the 

passage, and I think these commands help to keep us on track with 

the things we should be focusing on as we study the Olivet 

discourse.  It’s very tempting for folks to take this and become 

consumed with trying to figure out the end times.  We can easily 

become preoccupied with speculations about what Jesus might 

have been talking about and what that looks like in the current 

events of the world.  So we’re tempted to take this passage and use 

it to “decode” the things we read about in the paper and see on the 

news.  That’s the same kind of sentiment behind the disciples’ 

question.   

But notice that Jesus doesn’t respond directly to their 

question, but instead gives them warnings and commands.  I 

pointed these out last time.  The title of the last sermon was 

“Beware, yet be not alarmed.”  The first thing Jesus says to the 

disciples in response to their question is, “Beware.”  He says in 

verse 5, “See [beware, be on your guard] that no one leads you 

astray.”  And then in verse 9 He uses the same Greek imperative, 

“be on your guard.”  And in the midst of these warnings about bad 

things that are going to happen, our tendency is to become anxious.  

But Jesus’ also gives two commands against anxiety.  Verse 7, “do 

not be alarmed.”  And verse 11, “do not be anxious.”  We’re 

commanded to be on guard, but at the same time we must not fret, 

we must not be alarmed, we must not worry or be filled with 

anxiety.   

And then the commands of warning continue throughout 

the chapter.  In verse 13 we have the warning / promise that “the 

one who endures to the end will be saved.”  In verse 23, “be on 

guard.”  Verse 33, “be on guard.”  Verse 35, “Stay awake.”  Verse 

37, “Stay awake.”  This is what I think is applicable in every 

generation of Christians.  We must always be watchful and vigilant 

in protecting the purity of the Gospel and fighting the fight of faith 

and being ready to endure hardships and persecution.  These are 

the things that characterize the church of Jesus Christ.         

 

For Jesus’ Sake  
Now let’s turn our attention specifically to verses 9-13, 

which is our focus this morning.  These verses speak of suffering 

and persecution.  I entitled the sermon this morning, “Persecuted 

for Jesus’ Sake.”  We see this phrase twice in these verses.  In 

verse 9, “you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to 
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bear witness before them.”  And in verse 13, “you will be hated by 

all for my name’s sake.”   

I think there are two aspects to this.  First of all, it’s the 

simple reality that the world hates Jesus, and therefore the world 

will also hate those who follow Jesus.  “If the world hates you, 

know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the 

world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are 

not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the 

world hates you.” (John 15:18-19)  Jesus suffered.  His disciples 

will suffer.  Jesus was persecuted.  His disciples will be persecuted.   

 But there’s another aspect to this as well, and it has to do 

with the purpose of this suffering, the intent of it, the goal of it.  

Jesus’ followers don’t suffer pointlessly.  No, they suffer for His 

Name’s sake, which is to say, for His glory.  As we suffer like He 

suffered, we glorify Him.  We show that He is worth more than 

comfort.  Our allegiance to Him is worth more to us than worldly 

acclaim or safety or security.  And therefore it’s a privilege and 

even a joy to be persecuted as Christians, because it puts a 

spotlight on the superior worth of Jesus.  This is how the apostles 

responded in Acts 5 after being brought before the Jewish council 

and interrogated and then beaten and told not speak in the name of 

Jesus.  It says “they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that 

they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.”  What 

kind of message does that send about Jesus?  It exalts His Name!  

When Christians are persecuted because of their allegiance to 

Christ, and when they do so joyfully, that sends forth a profound 

message of the supreme satisfaction there is in Jesus. 

 Paul, too, speaks of the privilege of suffering for Jesus.  

Philippians 1:29, “For it has been granted to you that for the sake 

of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his 

sake . . .”  And a couple chapters later in Philippians 3:8 he writes, 

"Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth 

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 

loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may 

gain Christ . . .”       

  Christians will suffer and be persecuted, because Jesus 

suffered and was persecuted.  And in our suffering we will bring 

glory to the One we follow. 

 Let’s look at three points in these verses.  First, 

persecution, which we’ve already begun to think about.  Second, 

proclamation.  And third, perseverance. 

 

Persecution 

 Jesus mentions several things here in describing the 

persecution that will face Christians.  He mentions being delivered 

over to councils, being beaten in synagogues, standing before 
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governors and kings.  In verse 12 He mentions family conflicts and 

violence that will occur as well.  “And brother will deliver brother 

over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against 

parents and have them put to death.”  The persecution will be so 

intense at times that family members will deliver over other family 

members, even to death.   

 Jesus was delivered over by one of His own disciples, and 

His followers, likewise, will be delivered over, sometimes even by 

those closest to them—a brother or sister, or child, or mother or 

father.   

 In many ways, Jesus is describing what is about to happen 

to Himself, and saying that the same kinds of things will happen to 

those who follow Him.  In Mark 14-15 you can read of Jesus being 

delivered over by Judas, and then standing before the Sanhedrin, 

and brought before Pilate the governor.  He was beaten and 

mocked, and hated by all.  He was delivered over to death.   

 If you read the book of Acts, then, you see the early church 

going through the same things.  They were delivered over to 

councils, they were beaten, they were put on trial, and many were 

killed.  They were hated because of their allegiance to Jesus. 

 We can then think down through the history of the church 

and remember the many stories of men and women who have 

suffered for their faith.  John Wycliffe, who translated the Bible 

into English, was put on trial because he was preaching the Gospel 

and speaking out against sins in the Roman Catholic Church in the 

1300s.  John Huss, in 1415, was condemned and mocked and 

burned at the stake.  Fox’s Book of Martyrs tells many of these 

stories.  There are also a couple of books for children that share 

inspiring stories of martyrs.  Ten Girls Who Didn’t Give In and Ten 

Boys Who Didn’t Give In.   

 The persecution continues today, and we can expect that it 

will continue leading up to Christ’s second coming.  If you want to 

read about some of the things going on in the world currently, you 

can check out the Voice of the Martyrs website, which is 

persecution.com.  This is what I read this week about India.  As I 

read this think about the description in Mark 13 of being delivered 

over to councils, being beaten, put to death, hated by all for Jesus’ 

sake.     

Hindu extremists continue to target Christians in India with 

harassment, false accusations, beatings and even murder. The 

Global Council of Indian Christians believes Hindu extremists are 

behind two recent murders of Christians in the state of Andhra 

Pradesh. In the most recent case, 17-year-old Nirupama Pradhan 

was raped and murdered after school on May 12, 2011.   

A Christian preacher was murdered on Jan. 10, 2011. He 

had taken a new job at a brick kiln in another village. When he did 
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not return home from work one day, his family searched for him 

and found his body near a pond. Police originally claimed he died 

from the “bitter cold,” but his employers, Hindu radicals, later 

confessed to the murder. 

On May 8, Hindu radicals stopped Pastor B. Vijaya Kumar 

and his family as they walked home from a prayer meeting, 

according to Compass Direct News. After the extremists detained 

the family for three hours, police arrived and questioned Kumar. 

They told the family to leave the area and said they would accept 

no responsibility if anything happened to them. Earlier, local 

papers had falsely reported that Kumar had been converting 

people by offering them money. 

Extremists in Madhya Pradesh accused another pastor of 

forced conversions. Hindu extremists stopped Pastor Shivraj 

Maravi from renovating his small house, where he sometimes 

holds Sunday services. After the extremists filed a police report on 

May 4, police arrested Maravi and charged him with forcible 

conversion under the state’s anti-conversion act. Compass Direct 

reported that Maravi stopped working on his house because he 

feared he would be attacked by extremists.” 

Hindu extremists in the state of Maharashtra also stopped 

construction of a church building and imposed a boycott on 

Christians in the area. When the Christians complained to police, 

the police told the group to get permission from the village head, 

who subsequently refused to help them. In the ensuing boycott, the 

extremist group prohibited Christian vehicles from carrying 

vegetables to market, cutting off their means of livelihood. The 

extremists ordered the Christians to leave the village and said they 

would not allow Christian children to attend the local school. 

Persecution has been a reality for the church ever since it 

began, and will be to the end.  We need to understand this so that 

we can be prepared.  We need to be watchful.  We need to be 

ready.  We shouldn’t be surprised when painful things happen, 

when others hate us and do bad things to use because of our 

commitment to Christ.  We need to cling to Christ and rejoice in 

Christ even in the midst of persecution whatever that may look like 

in our lives now, and whatever that may look like for us in the 

future. 

 

Proclamation 

 Another key theme in these verses is proclamation.  There’s 

certainly a lot about persecution here, but it’s important for us to 

see the link between persecution and proclamation.  It might seem 

like verse 10 is out of place.  Verse 9 and verse 11 both speak of 

persecution.  But this statement about the gospel being proclaimed 

to all nations appears right in the middle.  What this shows us is 
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God’s purpose and plan for persecution.  His plan is for 

persecution to be a means of proclamation.  Verse 9 ends with a 

comment about bearing witness.  It’s the Greek word marturion, 

from which we get the word martyr.  A martyr is a person who 

gives a testimony, a witness, and dies as a result. 

 So Jesus is talking about being a witness even in the face of 

opposition, and then He makes this statement about the 

proclamation of the Gospel to all nations.  Maybe this doesn’t 

seem to fit here because we think of persecution as an opposition 

to the spread of the Gospel.  But Jesus’ view is different.   

As Tertullian famously said, “The blood of the martyrs is 

the seed of the church.”  Persecution is not, as we might assume, 

an obstacle to church growth.  It’s actually a means of church 

growth.  As Christians are ridiculed and mocked and beaten and 

killed because of their faith, the message goes out loud and clear 

that they have a great hope in Christ.  They have such a great hope 

in Christ that they are willing to lose everything else in order to 

follow Him.  That’s a powerful message, and God uses that to 

draw people to Himself. 

 God sometimes uses persecution to scatter individuals who 

would otherwise stay put.  This was the situation in Acts 8.  In 

Acts 7 Stephen had given his speech, and then they stoned him to 

death.  And then the beginning of Acts 8 tells of this man Saul who 

approved of Stephen’s execution and who was ravaging the 

church.  It says, “And there arose on that day a great persecution 

against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 

throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.”  

Then it adds in verse 4, “Now those who were scattered went about 

preaching the word.”  Isn’t that amazing!  Jesus had told them in 

Acts 1:8, “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  And now He uses this 

persecution to actually make that happen. 

 So persecution serves as a means of proclamation in 

various ways.  Persecution and proclamation go together.  It was 

the case in the early church, and it continues to be the case today.  

Christians are persecuted, and the Gospel message goes forth in 

great power. 

 It goes forth to all nations.  This was already the case in 

Paul’s day.  It’s amazing that he was able to say in Colossians 1 

that the gospel “has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven” 

(1:23; see also 1:5-6).  And he writes at the end of Romans that 

“the preaching of Jesus Christ . . . has been made known to all 

nations” (16:25-26).  So the Gospel was already having a powerful 

impact among the Gentiles in the very early days of the church.   

 But we also understand that this mission continues today.  

Revelation 5:9 extols the Lamb as the One who “ransomed people 
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for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,” and 

we know that there remain many languages where Christ is not 

known.  So the mission of the church continues.  The Great 

commission still applies to us, that we are to make disciples of all 

nations (Matthew 28:18-20).   

 The flow of thought in Mark 13 highlights for us the close 

connection between proclamation and persecution.  We need to be 

passionate about the Great Commission, and we shouldn’t envision 

the forward march of the Gospel as anything like the Crusades.  

The Gospel doesn’t make progress by earthly power or military 

might.  The Gospel makes progress through suffering.  We take 

this Good News to the world, not with a desire to kill and conquer, 

but with a willingness to be killed.  The Gospel goes to the nations 

through Christians who are willing to lay down their lives out of 

love for Christ and love for the nations.   

 The other thing to note about proclamation in these verses 

is that it is totally guided by the Holy Spirit.  What a great promise 

this is in verse 11.  In the midst of many horrible things that we’re 

told are going to happen, we’re also commanded not to be anxious.  

Be on your guard (verse 9).  But don’t be anxious (verse 11).  That 

sounds like an odd combination of commands, but that’s the 

Christian life.  Beware, be on your guard.  But don’t be alarmed, 

don’t worry, don’t be anxious.  Why?  Because you have the Holy 

Spirit.  As a believer, you have the Holy Spirit living within you, 

and the Holy Spirit will guide you.  Especially in those trying 

times, especially in those times when you have been delivered over 

and you’re being interrogated about your faith, the Holy Spirit will 

give you the words to say.  The power of the Spirit will be so 

evident, in fact, that you’ll look back on that intense moment and 

say, “It wasn’t even me talking, it was clearly the Holy Spirit 

speaking through me.”   

 

Perseverance 

 The final point that comes in the last verse of our passage 

for this morning, and the point we’ll close with, is perseverance.  

Persecution, proclamation, and perseverance.  In verse 13 Jesus 

gives this warning / promise that “the one who endures to the end 

will be saved.”  What does He mean?  Does He mean that you 

have to earn your salvation by endurance?  You have to work your 

way to the end, and if you make it, then He will grant you 

salvation?  No, that’s not the point.   

 Persevering to the end is not how you get saved.  But it is 

an essential evidence that a person is saved.  And on that last Day 

when Christ comes to judge, it will be abundantly clear who has 

repented and believed, and who has not.  When God regenerates a 

person, giving them new life in Christ, that person will have a deep 
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sense of remorse and regret and disgust over their own sin, and 

they will rejoice in Jesus Christ who stood in our place to take the 

punishment for our sin.  That’s repentance and faith.  They are two 

sides of the same coin, and they are two essential aspects of what it 

means to be a Christian, and they continue from the point of new 

birth all the way to the end of our lives.  We are continually 

repenting of sin and hoping in Jesus.   

 And for the person who truly has new life and is truly 

repenting and believing, there will be perseverance.  God is 

sovereign in saving us, and He is sovereign in causing us to 

persevere to the end.  There’s that great promise in Philippians 1, 

“that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion 

at the day of Jesus Christ.”   

 The challenge and encouragement of Mark 10:13 is that 

you’re going to face some horrific trials, but eternal salvation will 

be yours in the end.  So don’t sell out.  When they want you to 

deny Christ, or else be tortured, don’t give in.  When they want 

you to be silent about your faith, or else be ridiculed, don’t give in.  

Persevere in the faith.  Endure to the end, because there is a great 

reward awaiting us. 

 This is very similar to what Jesus said in Mark 8:35, "For 

whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for my sake and the gospel’s will save it."  You’ll have to give up 

your claim on earthly comforts.  You may even lose your very life 

here on earth.  But you’ll save the life that really matters.  You’ll 

be saved eternally.   

This also recalls for us the parable of the soils and those 

who “have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, 

when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 

immediately they fall away” (Mark 4:17).  That’s the same truth as 

Mark 10:13, but stated negatively.  There are those who may 

profess to follow Christ, but when tribulation or persecution comes 

against them they fall away.  On the other hand, those who face 

tribulation and persecution for the sake of Christ, and endure, 

they’re the ones who are really saved.  And that will be evident on 

the last Day.   

So let this be an encouragement to us.  As we face trials 

and persecution for Jesus’ sake, let it be an opportunity for 

proclamation.  And may we persevere to the end, knowing that 

God is sovereign and good, and He has given us His Holy Spirit to 

guide us every step of the way. 


