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2 Peter 3:17–18 

17You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried 

away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness,  

18but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the 

glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.  

 

“Grow In Grace” 

2 Peter 3:17-18 
INTRO: 

 

 How did we get to the end of Peter’s second epistle? Have I been in a time warp? Has there 

been a rip in the space time continuum and I have missed all of the book of 2 Peter? No, you 

are sane. I come to 2 Peter 3:17-18 because it highlights a priority we many times miss.  

 

 The priority is what Peter talked about in this purpose statement for his epistle. We need to 

beware of all those who would damage us spiritually and we must make spiritual growth a 

priority in our lives. 

  I. Problem (v. 17) 

II. Solution (v. 18) 

 

I. Problem (v. 17) 

 

“You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also 

fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked,” 

(2 Peter 3:17) 

 

A. Peter warns us “You be on guard.” Satan openly opposes our Christian lives. When we 

put our trust in Christ, Satan is not done with us. He actively attempts to draw us away and 

make us unusable to God. 

 

B. This was Paul’s great fear that he might somehow become unusable to God.  

“but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to 

others, I myself will not be disqualified.”    (1 Corinthians 9:21) 

 

II. Solution (v. 18) 

 

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

Him be the glory both now and forever.”    (2 Peter 3:18) 
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A. How can we insulate ourselves from all of the perils Peter warned us about in this letter? 

We insulate ourselves by obeying the command to grow in “Grace and knowledge.”  

What does that mean? What does that look like? Peter began his book with the answer. 

 

B. Peter closed his letter by pointing us back to how he began this second letter. He opened it 

in chapter one by recounting the God-given source for our spiritual growth. (2 Peter 1:3-4) 

“His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 

through the knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. by 

which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that 

through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 

corruption that is in the world through lust.”  

 

1. Peter insisted we have everything we need to live and be godly. We have the 

knowledge of Him. We can actually know Christ and have a growing, expanding 

relationship with Him. The Lord’s purpose in providing this is to make us like Him. 

 

2. We also are given the Lord’s “great and precious promises” in His Word. The 

Apostle Peter taught us that our growth in knowing Christ and growing in Him came 

directly from our understanding and absorbing God’s Word. God has given us 

“precious and magnificent promises.”  How many can we name? 

 

B. Then Peter described how we must grow in Christ.    (2 Peter 1:5-10)  

“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to 

virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to 

perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 

kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither 

barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks 

these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was 

cleansed from his old sins. Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make 

your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble.”   

Here is what we like to call the great ladder or stairway of spiritual growth. The question is, 

are we with the Lord’s divine enablement seeking to add these things in our lives? Someone 

has observed that the Christian life is like riding a bicycle. If we are not going forward we fall 

off (back slide). 

 

C. The result of growing is glorifying God. Back in 2 Peter 3:18, we find the ultimate goal 

of all of this.  

“To Him be the glory both now and forever.” 


