
KNOW THAT EVEN NOW...
JOHN 11:1-47 (vs 22)

Introduction
Here we see Mary and Martha dealing with what seemed to be a hopeless
situation for them both—Their brother, Lazarus, had become ill and died!

Jesus was out of town when this transpired and when Jesus heard that Lazarus
was sick He made a very interesting statement in verse 4.
John 11:4 ...he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God,
that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.

When Jesus said, “This sickness is not unto death”, He was not saying that
Lazarus was not going to die, He was saying that the end result for this
particular sickness WAS NOT going to be death!  And it wasn’t!  

The end result was that Jesus called Lazarus from the grave!  Lazarus rose
from the grave which glorified the Lord Jesus Christ and His Heavenly Father!

Of particular concern when Jesus arrived on the scene was the grief of both
Mary and Martha who expressed their belief that if Jesus had been present,
He could have seen to it that Lazarus would not have died!  (Vs 21, 32)  
After all, He was Jesus!  Could Jesus had done that?  Yes, He could!

Note the disappointment also in the crowd that had gathered.  (Vs 37) 

Now they knew that this is the same Jesus who had healed a nobleman’s son
from a distance early on in Ministry as recorded in John 4:47-54!

They also knew that this is the same Jesus who had healed the Centurion’s
servant from a distance in Matthew 8:5-13!  (He did that for a Gentile!)

And, this is the same Jesus who had healed a Canaanite woman’s daughter
from a distance in Matthew 15:22-28!(Again, He did this one for a Gentile!)

If Jesus had healed those three strangers from a distance, could not He have
healed His friend from a distance?   Well, yes He could have, but He chose not
to for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified! (Vs 4)
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Sometimes it may appear to us that the LORD is unconcerned about some of
the things that burden us so heavily, but we have it wrong! 

It is not that Jesus was unconcerned here!  Its that Jesus was going to do
something greater than just heal Lazarus!   He was going to do something that
would bring greater Glory to God!  

Which is greater?  To heal someone, even from a distance or to raise someone
up from the dead!?

Jesus was going to do something that was impossible with man!  (Vs 39-45)

I want you to pay attention to what Martha said in verse 21-22:
First she expresses faith in the ability of Jesus to have prevented Lazarus’
death had He been there! (Vs 21) (Now some may take this as an accusation,
but probably not when you consider what she says in vs 22) 
"But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it
thee."  

Her faith was such that she was not only convinced that Jesus could heal
people in general...There was plenty of evidence to support that!

And Jesus could have healed her brother...There was no doubt that Jesus love
for Lazarus was such that He would have made that happen! 

But, more importantly, she was also saying here that she is convinced that
there was still help available through Jesus special relationship with His
Heavenly Father!  She believed that God could do something for her brother in
particular, even though Lazarus was now dead, if Jesus would only ask!  

Even though she didn’t get her desire for Jesus to come there in time to heal
her brother, she had faith to trust God in this extreme and seemingly hopeless
case!

But even when Martha’s faith was not as strong as what her words would see
to imply, Jesus came through for her!  (Vs.  39-45)
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Let me ask you about your extreme case—Do you believe and know that even
now the LORD can do something for you or your loved one?  Of course you
may SAY that you believe He CAN do something for you or a loved one, but
are you truly believing Him to do it!

I think most of us can relate to Martha here, the same way we relate to the man
who told Jesus in Mark 9:24  “Lord I believe, help thou my unbelief!”  
When put to a difficult test Martha's faith waned.  Such is the case with most
of us.  We genuinely believe, but when we’re put to the test we come up short. 
This is reason for us to closely examine our faith.

The truly great thing about the story is that Jesus did not take Martha at her
worst but rather at her best.  He gave her what she had asked for at the peak of
her faith.  Let this help us to learn to keep on believing Jesus!

Martha was convinced of Jesus power of intercession with His Heavenly
Father!   We too need to get a view of the great intercessory work of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Hebrews 7:25 states, Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for
them.   

We must learn to have faith in Christ's intercessory work even now!
I. THERE ARE SOME “KNOW THAT EVEN NOWS” FOR

THOSE WHO KNOW THE LORD!
A. Know That Even Now The LORD Jesus Cares For You

Even More Than You Care For Him!
Understand that Jesus could have taken care of the illness of
Lazarus the moment He got word from Mary and Martha.(Vs 3)

Verse 1 tells us that this was that Mary which anointed the
Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair. 

Also, this is the same Martha who received Jesus into her house
and was “cumbered about much serving” while her sister Mary
sat at the feet of Jesus!  (Luke 10:38-42)
But listen, the Lord Jesus is the One Who left His throne in
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glory, humbled Himself to be robed in human flesh for the
express purpose of willingly going to the cross to die for the
sins of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus and the rest of the world!   

So, who loved who more? 
John 15:13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends. 

Jesus cared for each of them very deeply, just the same as He
cares for each child of God here today! 

Now as they didn’t hear anything back from Jesus, and Jesus
delayed in coming, and their brother died, they might have been
tempted as we are sometime to think that Jesus doesn’t care or
that somehow Jesus has forgotten us!

But KNOW THAT EVEN NOW (even with whatever you
might be going through!) the LORD Jesus cares very much for
you!

B. Know That Even Now The LORD Jesus Cares For Those
That You Care For!
Mary and Martha cared very deeply for their brother, Lazarus!
Isn’t that obvious!?   When Lazarus got sick, they called for
Jesus!  

When our loved ones are in need, our prayers to the LORD are
some of the greatest things that we can do for them!  Even
when it appears that our prayers aren’t doing any good!

They thought that Jesus also cared very deeply for Lazarus!
They were right even when what they were sensing in their
flesh might have caused some doubts!
KNOW THAT EVEN NOW the LORD Jesus cares for those
that you care for!

C. Know That Even Now The LORD Jesus Can Save The Soul
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Of Someone You Know And Love!
It may be one you have gone through great sorrow or fires

with!
A son or daughter.
A husband or wife.
A mother or father.

It may be one that even has given you much disappointment
and frustration!
a. One who seemed to change only to disappoint

you!

b. One who has shown little or no concern for
spiritual matters!

It may be one who has made you feel helpless and powerless!

It may be one who you are ready to give up on!

It may be one who is so steeped in sin that they appear to be a
hopeless case!  

Know That Even Now The LORD is able to save even the
hardest of individuals!

Know That Even Now The LORD is able to save that one in
whom you are greatly interested.

It may be one who is beyond your physical reach!  
But they are not beyond the LORD’s reach!

We must learn to believe that Jesus can save that one we are
interested in! EVEN NOW!
1. Realize that He is the Great Intercessor!
2. Realize that His Holy Spirit also intercedes on our

behalf!

Romans 8:26-27  26   Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our
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infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered. 27  And he that searcheth
the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

Be like Jacob was in Genesis 32:24-26 and lay hold on the Lord
and refuse to let go until He blesses you!

I am glad for the “KNOW THAT EVEN NOWs” FOR THE SAINTS!

II. THERE IS A “KNOW THAT EVEN NOW” FOR THE SINNER
WHO IS STILL LOST IN SIN!
KNOW THAT EVEN NOW CHRIST CAN AND WILL SAVE
YOU IF YOU WILL COME TO HIM!
You might say, Oh no preacher, not me...you don’t know me!  

Listen, I may not know you...but I know the One that does know us all
and yet He willingly came and died on Calvary’s cross just to pay our
sin debt!
John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. 

Romans 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

Jesus said in John 6:37–“...him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast
out.”

Listen, I’ve been sent from the LORD to preach His Word and to
deliver this message to you:  KNOW THAT EVEN NOW CHRIST
CAN AND WILL SAVE YOU IF YOU WILL ONLY COME TO
HIM IN REPENTANCE AND FAITH!

The problem is not on HIS END, but rather on YOUR END!
A. The Time May Be Late, But As Long As You Are Alive Its
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Not Too Late Yet!
1. But listen, the time is often way later than we think!

2. None of us knows what the number of days we have on
this earth!  

 
3. But, one thing we do know is that our life here on this

earth will end one day, then what?  
Hebrews 9:27 says, “...it is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment: 

4. No person is ever too old to be saved!
If you are up in age, but you are not saved, God has
been good to you to let you live to this moment and
give you yet one more opportunity to be saved!

5. Not one of us is assured that we will have a long life
here on the earth!

6. God is gracious to give you time to come to Him, but it
is only for a time!  His longsuffering will come to an
end one day!

B. You Should Trust Him EVEN NOW While There Is Still
Hope For You!  
2 Corinthians 6:2 For he saith, I have heard thee in a time
accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: 
behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.
1. There is hope because you still have breath!

2. There is hope because the Gospel is still preached!
a. The Gospel is still the death, burial, and

resurrection of Jesus Christ.

b. The gospel is the good news that man can be
saved by the grace of God.  Ephesians 2:8-9
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3. There is still hope because the blood has not lost its
power!  (Romans 1:16)
The potential for you to be saved is there!

But you have to turn from whatever it is that you think
will get you to heaven and turn to the only one who can
get you there!

4. There is still hope because the Spirit is still convicting
and renewing.  (John 16:8-11)
He convicts of sin and righteousness and judgment!

He renews by the washing of regeneration!
Titus 3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost.

Conclusion  
KNOW THAT EVEN NOW it is time for you to exercise faith!

1. Faith to be saved!

2. Faith to know that Jesus cares for you in whatever you are
going through!

3. Faith to know that Jesus cares for those you care for!

4. Faith to lay hold on the LORD and claim others for Christ!
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