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COLOSSIANS 3:18 
#13 in Series, “Jesus Is Enough” 

 
 
Colossians 2:10 “and in Him you have been made complete…”  
 
 
 
Colossians 2:10 (NIV) “and in Christ you have been brought to fullness.” 
 
 
 
Ephesians 5:22-24 (ESV) “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife even 
as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives 
should submit in everything to their husbands.”  
 
 
 
1 Peter 3:1, 5 (NIV) “Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the 
word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives … For this is the way the holy women of the past who 
put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands.” 
 
  
 
I.       The Foundation for Submission 
 
 
 

Submission is not an acknowledgement of inferiority; it is an acknowledgement of God’s order. 
 
 
 
Romans 13:1b “For there is no authority except from God.”  
 
 
 
James 4:7a “Submit therefore to God.” 
 
 
 
1 Peter 2:13-15 “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in 
authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is 
the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.” 
 
 
 
Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.” 
 
 
 
Colossians 3:20 “Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.” 



1 Samuel 15:23 (NKJV) “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft…” 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 11:3 “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a 
woman, and God is the head of Christ.” 

 
 
 
II.      The Functioning of Submission  
 
 
 

Galatians 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
 
 
 
Genesis 3:16b “Yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 
 
 
 
Genesis 4:7b (NIV) “But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you.” 

 
 
 
III.     The Fitness of Submission  
 
 
 

“Submission is necessary for leadership and leadership is necessary for success in life. Without leadership and 
submission there can be no order in the home. And without order in the home we can’t function.”                - Adrian Rogers 
 
 
 
Acts 5:29b “We must obey God rather than men.” 

 
 
 
IV.      The Fruit of Submission  
 
 
 

A. The Fruit of an Unhindered Walk with God 
 
 
 
B. The Fruit of a Changed Husband 

 
 
 

1 Peter 3:1-2 (NIV) “Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do 
not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the 
purity and reverence of your lives.” 



First Baptist Church Powell 7 10 2016 PM 

Sermon 13: Jesus Is Enough for The Family (Part One) 

Series: Jesus is Enough 

Colossians 3:18 

 

Though the book of Colossians was written more than 1900 years ago, it is more up to date than today’s 
newspaper. That is especially amazing when you realize that the topic of this passage is the family and 
roles within the family. Many of the so called “experts” will tell us that these passages on the family are 
hopelessly outdated and should no longer be applied to modern families. I totally disagree. The Bible 
(correctly interpreted) applies to all times. It is because we have abandoned these directions that the 
family is disintegrating before our very eyes.  

I believe that the verse that best summarizes the book of Colossians is Colossians 2:10: “and in Him you 
have been made complete…” The NIV says, “and in Christ you have been brought to fullness.” In this 
series, we have summarized this verse by saying, “Jesus is enough.”  

Another verse that says basically the same thing is Colossians 3:4 “Christ, who is our life…” Jesus Christ 
is not just someone we get advice from; He is not someone we simply add to our life; for a Christian, 
Christ is our life! Christ is the source, the strength, the subject, and the satisfaction of our life. A priority 
part of our life is the family and family relationships. It is those relationships that Colossians 3:18-21 
focuses on. In this message we are focusing on the role of the wife in the home. If you are single and 
never plan to be married, use this passage and this message as a guide to pray for wives. If you hope to be 
married one day, store these truths in your heart so that if God provides you with a spouse, you will know 
what it means to be a wife who has Christ as her life. 

 When we compare what the Bible says about the role of a godly wife with the so called “experts” say 
today, we realize how far from the biblical idea we have fallen in our culture. Let give you quick way to 
see where our culture is. The next time you are in a store where there is a magazine section, look at the 
articles in the “women’s” magazines. You will see articles like these samples: “You Can Have It All With 
or Without Him;” “How to Wrap Him Around Your Finger (and Keep Him There);” “Love ‘um and Leave 
‘um: What Smart Girls Know About Sex without Regrets;” “Train Your Man to Treat You Right.” If those 
articles had titles that were more in line with Scripture, they might look something like this: “Let Him 
Lead and Discover Marriage as God Intended It;” “The Absolute Futility of Trying to Change Your 
Husband;” “The Peace That Comes from Trusting God to Change Your Husband.” I doubt those articles 
would help sell many magazines, but they are more in line with Scripture.  

You may be thinking, “That is so far from where our culture is that it is laughable.” But aren’t we called to 
be counter cultural? By the way, how is it working the way our culture is approaching the roles in 
marriage? If you don’t know, I’ll tell you – not so well! One of the main influencers of marriage is the 
“situation comedies” (sitcoms). What kind of wife do we see in the typical sitcom? She is manipulative, 
smarter than her really dense husband, and more interested in “finding herself” and her own personal 
journey than she is with encouraging her husband and training her children. She is usually manipulative 
and willing to do whatever it takes to get her way.  

One of the things that turns off so many women about what the Bible says about roles in marriage is the 
use of the dreaded “s” word – submission. The verses that speak about submission in the New Testament 
are not just a few isolated and questionable passages. Look at two passages that use the word “submit” or 
describe it. Ephesians 5:22-24 (ESV): “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the 
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its 
Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their 
husbands.” 1 Peter 3:1, 5 (NIV): “Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, 
if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their 
wives … For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn 
themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands.” 



The concept of submission is more than an isolated passage with a questionable interpretation. The word 
“submit” is very distasteful to most because they want to run their own life. The flesh reacts negatively to 
submission. It just seems to be demeaning. Some would say, “Maybe you can make a case for submitting 
to God, but to one’s husband? No way!” But what if submitting to God involves submitting to one’s 
husband? 

What I desire to do in this message is to make sure that we know what the biblical word translated 
submission means and the attitude the one submitting must have. Nothing that I am going to share is 
going to make submitting easy; it requires the enabling grace of God administered in our lives by the 
indwelling Spirit of God. Lest you think I am picking on the wives, next week, we will look at what God 
says to husbands. I will warn you that in some ways the command for husbands is more radical and 
difficult than the command for the wives.  

 

I.  The Foundation for Submission  

When a person hears the commands to submit without understanding the reasons and how it fits into 
God’s plan, it tends to stir up confusion and even rebellion. Submission in the Scripture is not a 
demeaning act. It is an act of honoring God. You must understand this next statement. Submission is not 
an acknowledgement of inferiority; it is an acknowledgement of God’s order. God has chosen to operate 
through authority structures that He has set up. All legitimate authority originates in God. Romans 13:1b: 
“For there is no authority except from God.” Our response to that authority is clearly spelled out in James 
4:7a: “Submit therefore to God.” There are at least three areas of life where God has set up authority 
structures here on earth. Each of these structures are under God’s ultimate authority. 

• God delegates authority to the civil government. In Romans 13:1-7, 1 Timothy 2:1-4; 1 Peter 2:13-
17 all tell us to submit to governing authorities. 1 Peter 2:13-15: “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s 
sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent 
by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is the will of 
God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.” Unless the government 
demands something from us that would require us to disobey a direct command of God, we are to 
submit to the government.  

• God delegates authority to church leaders. Hebrews 13:17: “Obey your leaders and submit to 
them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with 
joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.”  

• God delegates authority within the home. In the home, the wife submits to the husband (we have 
already looked at multiple verses that make this clear) and the children submit to the parents. 
Colossians 3:20: “Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to 
the Lord.”  

The Bible presents authority structures as being for our protection and not for our punishment. It is 
important that we all understand this. When you are under your God given authority, you are under 
God’s protection. That truth helps us understand a confusing passage in the Old Testament book of 1 
Samuel 15:23 (NKJV): “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft…” The word translated “witchcraft” is really 
broader than witchcraft; another translation would be divination or the occult. When we are involved 
with the occult, it takes us out from under God’s protection and allows the devil’s attacks while we are 
open and vulnerable. 1 Samuel 15:23 is saying that when we rebel against God ordained authority, we are 
unprotected from the enemy’s attacks. The authority structures that God has set up (including authority 
in the home) are for our protection. When we refuse to submit to God ordained authority, we are 
unprotected from the enemy’s attacks. 

The most important passage that speaks of how God works through authority structures is in 1 
Corinthians 11:3: “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the 
head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.” Notice the order in this verse. God the Father is head of 
Christ (God the Son). Are Father and Son equal? They certainly are! One of the basic truths about the 
Trinity is the equality and unity of the Trinity. In the same way, we are told that, “the man is the head of a 



woman.” Does that refer to worth? No, just as with the Trinity, Colossians 3:18 is referring to role, not 
worth or value.  

Before we look further at the roles in a marriage, let’s look at the meaning of the Greek word translated 
“be subject” or “submit” in other translations. Submission is the wife’s response to her husband’s God 
given role as the authority or head of the home. For a wife to refuse to be subject to her husband is to 
rebel, not just against her husband, but against God who delegated authority in the home to the husband. 
That is a strong statement, but I don’t see any way around it given what the Scripture very clearly says.  

The foundation of submission (the wife being subject to her husband) is God’s authority structure in the 
home.  

 

II.  The Functioning of Submission  

 How is this submission implemented in the home? The grammar of the Greek word translated “be 
subject to” is a present imperative. “Imperative” means that it is a command, not a suggestion. “Present 
tense” means that it is continuing action, and not a one-time event. The Greek word itself is a military 
word that means to line up under. It was used in the military to describe a soldier getting in the proper 
order – a Lieutenant under the Captain, who is under the Major who is under the Colonel who is under 
the General, who is under the Commander in Chief. In the same way that the Captain lines up under the 
Major, the wife lines up under her husband. Is the Captain a person of lesser worth or abilities than the 
Major? No, that’s not even the point. We are talking about role, not worth.  

Let’s deal with three common misconceptions about submission. First, submission (as has already been 
stated multiple times) has nothing to do with worth. When it comes to the worth of men and women, 
there is absolute equality. A passage that deals with the worth of men and women is Galatians 3:28: 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  

Second, submission has nothing to do with ability or intelligence. The wife in a marriage is often of 
higher intelligence than her husband. Husbands, if she is not smarter than you now, she likely will be as 
you get older. I read a study several years ago about men’s and women’s brains. As we grow older our 
brains shrink, but the average woman’s brain shrinks 2.5% every ten years and the average man’s brain 
shrinks 5% every ten years. [Facts and Trends, August, 1999] Husband, your brain is shrinking twice as fast as 
your wife’s brain. Wives, he is still the head of the home. A wife may say, “I have more leadership skills 
than my husband; I tend to be the initiative taker and he is more passive.” That may be true, but 
submission in a marriage is not based on intelligence, skill, natural gifting, or ability. It is based on God’s 
command. The husband has the role of leader in the home.  

Third, the Bible does not teach that women are to submit to men; the Bible teaches that a wife must 
submit to her husband. The passages that speak of submission are referring to the home and not the 
workplace or just men in general.  

Why is submission so difficult for most wives? Even those wives that are not really tempted to openly 
rebel against their husband’s leadership in the home struggle with subtle manipulation of their husband. 
Wives, true submission is impossible in your own power. Whether you are naturally more passive or 
aggressive, you must be filled with the Spirit to truly submit to your husband’s leadership in the home. To 
understand why submission is so difficult, we must go back to the Garden of Eden when sin first came 
into the world. When God was giving the horrible consequences of sin coming into the world, He said this 
to Eve in Genesis 3:16b: “Yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” Remember 
that this is a part of the curse of sin coming into the world, so we know that this is not good. The phrase 
“your desire will be for your husband” means that she will desire to control her husband. The same 
Hebrew word translated “desire” is used in Genesis 4:7b (NIV): “But if you do not do what is right, sin is 
crouching at your door; it desires to have you.” The natural desire of the wife is to control her husband.  

When it comes to the effect of the curse of sin on the husband, it says in Genesis 3:16: “he will rule over 
you.” The Hebrew word translated “rule” means to dominate. Do you see how the problems in marriage 



go back to sin and the curse of sin coming into the world? We have a wife that naturally wants to control 
her husband and a husband who wants to rule or dominate his wife. You see that tendency in the 
husband and wife in every culture. It is the consequence of sin coming into the world and the enabling of 
the Holy Spirit is the only way marriage will ever operate as God intended it – A husband who tenderly 
loves his wife as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it and a wife who comes alongside her 
husband to encourage him and allow him to lead her and their home.  

 

III.  The Fitness of Submission  

The word translated “fitting” means proper. Submission is absolutely necessary for success in every area 
of life. Adrian Rogers said it well: “Submission is necessary for leadership and leadership is necessary for 
success in life. Without leadership and submission there can be no order in the home. And without order 
in the home we can’t function.” [Adrian Rogers, A Future for the Family, page 26] 

A wife may hear all of this about the husband as the head of the home and submission to his leadership 
and say, “I just don’t like that; I’m just not going to do that.” There was another being who said that long 
ago, perhaps before the earth was even created. His name was Lucifer. A paraphrase of Isaiah 14 would 
be, “I don’t like having another over me as head. I will ascend to the heavens; I will be like the most high; 
I will not submit!” We now call him the original rebel, Satan, the devil. Submitting to God ordained 
leadership is fitting.  

The question often comes up, “Are there exceptions to a wife submitting?” Yes, there are exceptions but 
they are rare. Remember that our ultimate authority is God. Whenever our earthly authority 
(government, church leadership, parents, or husband) commands us to do something that directly 
contradicts a specific portion of Scripture, we have not only the right, but also the responsibility to refuse 
to obey. Acts 5:29b: “We must obey God rather than men.”  

The question often comes up, “Does the wife have no voice at all?” Of course she does. Marriage is a 
partnership in the sense that a husband who has any sense at all would never make decisions without 
talking it over with his wife and listening to her perspective. She is His “helper” (Genesis 2:18). He should 
value her counsel and insight more than any other person. But having said that, God has appointed the 
husband as the leader, the head of his wife and family. He is not the dictator, but neither does he abdicate 
his leadership role and put major decisions in the home on his wife who is not equipped to handle them.  

IV.  The Fruit of Submission  

The reason that wives are to submit to their husbands is because it is commanded by God in multiple 
places in Scripture, but very clearly so in the passage we are looking at in this message. Having said that, 
there are some great results that are the by-product of our obedience.  

A.  The Fruit of an Unhindered Walk with God  

For a wife to seek to control her husband through defiance or manipulation is a sin. Sin becomes a barrier 
in our walk with God. Confession and repentance clear the barriers in our relationship with God. When a 
husband and a wife are living out their roles in the power of the Holy Spirit, there is a new intimacy with 
God and a deepening in our walk with God. 

B.  The Fruit of a Changed Husband  

Wives, what can you do to change your husband? How does a wife “work on her husband” to see him 
become a leader and a meter of your needs? You cannot change your husband into a godly, Spirit filled 
spiritual giant who loves you like Christ loves the church and leads your children to godliness by his 
teaching and example. There is nothing you can do to change him! You must focus on the role God has 
given you in the marriage, pray for him and walk in an intimate relationship with the Lord in every area 
of your life. Over time, here is what will happen: 1 Peter 3:1-2 (NIV): “Wives, in the same way submit 
yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over 



without words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.” Only 
God can truly change a person.  

 

 

 

Unless otherwise stated all Scripture quotations taken from the NASB.   
(www.lockman.org) 

 
 


