
“Baptized into Christ” 

Romans 6:3-4 

(Preached at Trinity, June 29, 2008) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. At the end of the last chapter Paul made the statement in Verse 20 

 Romans 5:20 – “. . . But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:” 
A. Although sin is abundant upon the earth, grace is much more abundant.  Sin is 

terrible and has a powerful grip upon the hearts of men, but grace is abundantly 

greater and more powerful. 

 B. God has blessed us with His amazing grace.  

2 As we begin Chapter 6 we find Paul anticipating an inevitable question.  

 Romans 6:1 – “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound?” 

3. This might appear like a reasonable conclusion. If we are saved by grace apart from the 

Law then our works really have no meaning at all. In fact if our sin makes grace powerful 

and abundant why not sin all the more that grace might appear even more abundant and 

even more glorious. 

4. Paul’s answer to any idea that grace might lead to sin is direct and clear. 

mh. ge,noito – “may it never be!”  This is a frequent expression for Paul. It is a strong 

expression of revulsion and horror—“Perish the thought!” “God forbid!” “Absolutely 

not!” “inconceivable” 

5. For the Christian, continuing in sin is impossible.  

 Paul gives the reason why in Verse 2 

Romans 6:2 – “God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer 
therein?” 

6. God has saved us unto holiness. This is the purpose of our redemption. By God’s 

almighty power He has delivered us from not only the penalty of sin. He also delivers us 

from the power of sin.  

7. To continue in sin fails to recognize the position of the believer 

 A. God has chosen us particularly as His vessels of mercy 

  “How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” 

B. Part of the problem of Christians is they don’t know who they are, what their 

position is.  

Sin no longer reigns over us. We have died to the rule of sin. 

Romans 5:21 – “That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

C. How can someone who has died to the reign of sin continue to live in sin? 

D. We fail to recognize what we are – We fail to understand our new kingdom and 

our new King. 

Colossians 1:13 – “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:” 
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E. Paul frequently admonishes us to be what we are! 

Ephesians 5:8 – “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light 
in the Lord: walk as children of light:” 

F. The bottom line is the key to a holy life is knowledge—what we know—the 

knowledge of what Christ has accomplished and what we are in Christ. 

  Verse 3 confirms this – “Don’t ye know. . .” 
8. Now after reading Verses 1-2 you might ask the question, how is it that we died to sin? 

In Verses 3-11 Paul answers that question. It goes back to the glorious doctrine of our 

union with Christ.  

A. There are many implications that we could apply to our union with Christ but Paul 

is keeping the subject very narrow here. Paul wants us to understand how our 

union with Christ has delivered us from sin.  

B. As we saw in the previous chapter Paul is describing the contrast between Adam 

and Christ.  

In Adam we became slaves to sin. In Christ we have been delivered from sin.  

Romans 5:19 – “For as by one man's disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” 

9. As we come to Verse 3 Paul reminds the Romans of their union with Christ—of their 

identity in Christ.  

A. Paul had never been to Rome and had never taught them personally and they had 

never had the benefit of any apostolic teaching, yet Paul assumes their knowledge 

of these things. 

“Don’t ye know . . .”  It is common Christian knowledge that we have died to sin 
and are united to Christ.  

 Paul says in Verse 3 – “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?” 

B. In other words, our union with Christ is basic to Christianity. We were in Adam 

but now we are in Christ. 

10. First, I need to say a few things about this baptism. This is not referring to the ordinance 

of baptism. In a sense water baptism pictures this baptism.  

A. Baptism pictures our death with Christ. We died with Christ symbolized by going 

under the water and we have been raised to walk in newness of life, as symbolized 

by coming up out of the water.  

B. Those who reject baptism by immersion, of course, reject any connection of this 

verse to water baptism because there is no way sprinkling can paint this image.  

C. But we must be clear that this verse is not talking about the ordinance of baptism. 

Water baptism doesn’t describe the fullness of the baptism described these verses.  

11. So what is meant by the word “baptized” in Verse 3 or “baptism” in Verse 4? 

A. The word in Verse 3 is bapti,zw and the word in Verse 4 is from ba,ptisma, one 

a verb and the other a noun.     

B. Although the words usually refer to sacrament of immersing the believer into 

water the word can also be used to refer to immersion in the sense of a full 

involvement in something. We often use the word “immersed” in that way—“He 

is really immersed in his work.” 

  Jesus used the word to refer to His death. 

Matthew 20:22 – “But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye 
ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 
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NAS Luke 12:50 "But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am 
until it is accomplished!” 

 C. The word can also be used as an expression of identity.  

1 Corinthians 10:1 – “Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be 
ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea; 2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea;” 
This is referring to the Israelites identification with Moses as a result of the 

experience of the Red Sea crossing. They were joined to Moses – they could not 

go back.  

12. Baptism in Verses 3-4 refers to our identification with Christ. We are united to Him, one 

with Him. It is referring to our union with Christ. We have been baptized into Christ.  

Galatians 3:27 – “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ.” 

13. In the truest sense, this is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

 It is the baptism of the Holy Spirit that unites us into Christ’s body 

Ephesians 4:1-6 – “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,  2 With all lowliness and 
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;  3 Endeavouring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4 There is one body, and one 
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  5 One Lord, one faith, 
one baptism,  6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in you all.” 
1 Corinthians 12:13 – “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all 
made to drink into one Spirit.” 

14. This is the mystical union Paul has been teaching since the second half of Chapter 5. 

It is hard to grasp. We always want to apply every aspect of the Christian life to our 

experience. Our union with Christ describes our position, not our experience. There are 

outward consequences that we can apply subjectively but our position in Christ is an 

objective truth.  

 Listen to Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 

1 Corinthians 1:30 – “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:” 
It is Christ who is made wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 

We partake of these things because of our union with Him. 

15. Let us look more particularly at Verses 3-4 

 

I. We have been baptized into His death. 

 A. Those who are partakers of Christ are made partakers of His death 

1. Paul is talking about something that happened – we died with Christ. He 

isn’t talking about something that will happen or something that ought to 

happen or something that you need to achieve. It is a fact. When it 

happened is the tension between the finished work of Christ and its actual 

application to us at conversion. 

  2. We have been baptized into Christ—we are joined to Him 

3. Paul is speaking about the benefits of Christ’s death – when Christ died he 

died to sin. 

 Romans 6:10 – “For in that he died, he died unto sin once” 
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a. How did Christ die to sin? Certainly not His own sin—He had no 

sin 

b. When Christ came into the world He entered into a new realm. He 

put Himself into a relationship with the Law and to sin – He was 

made under the Law—He was subject to the Law 

 c. When He died He ended that relationship. 

d. Those who are in Christ participate in this death. Our subjection to 

sin has ended. Our life under the realm of sin has ended.  

B. Paul is speaking about an objective fact.  

1. Paul isn’t talking about sanctification in this passage. This isn’t something 

we feel or something we experience. Paul is speaking of an objective 

fact—it is something that is true about us. Paul is talking about our 

position in Christ. 

 Although it has experimental and practical implications. 

2. Paul will speak of the subjective, experimental side beginning in Verses 

11-12 which he opens with the word, “Likewise.” Then he will teach of 
sanctification. But here he is talking about our position.  

3. Paul is talking here about how he came to die to sin—it is because of his 

union with Christ. 

 

II. We are made partakers of His life 

Romans 6:4 – “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like 
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life.” 

 A. Again, Paul is talking about our position 

  1. We see the same truth in Galatians 20 

Galatians 2:20 – “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” 
a. In the context of this verse Paul is not talking about sanctification 

but justification.  

   b. He is talking about his position – he died with Christ 

  2. Paul is talking about our union with Christ 

 B. In Verse 4 Paul says we were buried with Christ 

  1. In Christ we are dead and buried – we are united to His death 

 We have died to the realm of sin. But Paul says we have been utterly 

removed. We are no longer in the kingdom of darkness 

2. It might be said that a corpse is dead to life but in a sense life is still 

around him. At a funeral the corpse is surrounded by those who are alive. 

3. But burial puts a person out of this world—he is completely removed from 

the sphere of life—he is completely finished with life. 

4. This describes our life in Christ. We are dead to the sphere of sin. We 

have been removed from its power. 

 John Murray – “The person who has died to sin no longer lives there; it is 

not more the world of his thought, affection, will, life, and action. His 

well-springs are not in the kingdom which is totally antithetical, the 

kingdom of God and of His righteousness.” 
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5. To return to sin once you’ve been joined to Christ is like digging up a 

dead body. 

 C. Then Paul continues by declaring we have now been raised with Christ 

Verse 4 – “. . . that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

  1. Again, Paul here is not speaking of the experimental aspect. 

2. He was raised by the “glory of the Father” – By the power of the majesty 

of God.  

  3. Christ could not be held by the power of sin and death 
NAS Acts 2:24 – “And God raised Him up again, putting an end to 
the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its 
power.” 

  4. Death is the ultimate manifestation of the power of sin 

Romans 5:12 – “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned:” 

5. The resurrection is the ultimate proof that sin and death have been 

conquered 

  6. Christ was raised to a new sphere – newness of life 

Romans 6:9-10 – “Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead 
dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.  10 For in 
that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth 
unto God.” 

Conclusion: 
1. So what does all of this mean for us? 

a. We must marvel at our life in Christ. We have been joined with Him. Our life is 

bound up in Him.  

b. We have absolute confidence in the power of our justification. We have been 

absolutely delivered from sin. 

c. But we also have confidence as we live our life. We have been delivered from the 

realm of sin. We CAN’T go back. 

2. The believer cannot return to his previous life when sin had dominion over him.  

We can sin and we do sin but it isn’t as it was before.  

a. We can no longer enjoy sin as before.  

b. God will allow you to sin but He will not allow you to continue in it. He will 

either make your life miserable or He will end your life but He will not allow you 

to continue in sin.  

Hebrews 12:6 – “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth.” 

c. If you do return to the life you lived before you were saved and continue in it you 

are not saved.  

3. Do you understand, do you know you have been raised from the realm of sin? 

Romans 6:3 – “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
Christ were baptized into his death?” 

4. Newness of life is not something you are hoping for or striving after. It is something that 

is true because you are united to Christ. You have a new citizenship. This brings us to the 

statement from last week—Be what you are. 

 Ephesians 5:8 – “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the 
Lord: walk as children of light:” 


