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Colossians 3:1-2 (NKJV) “1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at 
the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” 
 
“It becomes us to spend this life only as a journey toward heaven…to which we should subordinate all other concerns of life.” 
                                                                                                                                                                          —Jonathan Edwards 
 
 
I.       The Content of Our Desire 
 

A. Unhindered Fellowship With Jesus  
 

Philippians 3:10a (AMP) “For my determined purpose is that I may know Him – that I may progressively become 
more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His 
Person more strongly and more clearly…” 

 
 
 

B. Unbroken Holiness  
 
 

“My soul was exceedingly grieved for sin, and prized, and longed after holiness; it wounded my heart deeply, yet 
sweetly, to think how I had abused a kind God. I longed to be perfectly holy, that I might not grieve a gracious God; 
who will continue to love, notwithstanding His love is abused.”                                                              —David Brainerd 

 
 

C. Unimaginable Reward  
 
 
Luke 6:22-23a (NKJV) “22 Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you, and revile you, and cast 
out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is 
great in heaven…”  
 
 
Revelation 4:10 (NKJV) “the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who 
lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne…” 
 
“Everyone’s vessel will be filled to capacity but some will have larger vessels than others.”                          —Unknown 

 
 
II.      The Consequences of Our Desire  
 

A. An Eternal Focus 
 
 

“Let temporal things serve your use, but the eternal be the object of your desire.”                          —Thomas á Kempis    
 
 
 



 
B. A Fear Free Future  
 

Philippians 1:21 (NKJV) “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
 
 

1. No Fear in Life 
 
 
2. No Fear in Death 

 
“O Lord, I live here as a fish in a vessel of water, only enough to keep me alive, but in heaven I shall swim in 
the ocean. Here I have a little air in me to keep me breathing, but there I shall have sweet and fresh gales; 
Here I have a beam of sun to lighten my darkness, a warm ray to keep me from freezing; yonder I shall live in 
light and warmth forever...”                                                                                                      —Valley of Vision 
 
Philippians 1:21 (NKJV) “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

 
 

C. An “On Mission” Fixation  
 
 

Philippians 1:20b (NKJV) “…so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.” 
 
 
 

 
III.     The Cultivation of Our Desire  
 

A. Through Trials on Earth  
 
 

“Saturday, June 12. Spent much time in prayer this morning and enjoyed much sweetness. Felt insatiable longings 
after God much of the day. I wondered how poor souls do to live that have no God. The world with all its enjoyments 
quite vanished. I see myself as very helpless, but I have a blessed God to go to. I longed exceedingly to be dissolved 
and to be with Christ, to behold His glory. Oh, my weak, weary soul longs to arrive at my Father’s house.” 
                                                                                                                                                                —David Brainerd 

 
 

B. Through Treasure in Heaven  
 
 

Matthew 6:19-21 (NKJV) “19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 
 
“No person who seeks to go on a pilgrimage to a glorious and exotic place will take up permanent residence at an inn 
along the way.”                                                                                                                                  —Jonathan Edwards 
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   When I was a young Pastor, I got irritated when I felt like there was an “over-emphasis” on the subject 

of heaven. I didn’t think the church should sing many songs about heaven. Oh, one every now and then 

was OK, but two or three in one service was not a preference for me. My emphasis was on allowing 

Christ to live through you in the nasty now and now instead of focusing too much on the sweet bye and 

bye. There is some legitimacy to that when we approach life here as simply “getting by” in the now and 

see heaven as nothing more than an escape from our misery. However as I have matured in the Lord and 

have learned more about His word, I am seeing that my views were an indication of spiritual immaturity. 

As I study the Scriptures, I see that a longing and an ever increasing desire for heaven is not just a sign of 

old age but of spiritual maturity and growth in the Lord. Colossians 3:1-2 (NKJV) 
1 “

If then you were 

raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 
2 

Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” English Puritan Pastor and author Richard 

Baxter who lived 1615-1691, disciplined himself to meditate on heaven at least 30 minutes every day. As 

a result of those meditations he wrote a Christian classic “The Saints Everlasting Rest” that has blessed 

thousands through the ages. We will never get an accurate perspective of our life here on earth until our 

mind is set on and our desires are for heaven. Jonathan Edwards said, “It becomes us to spend this life 

only as a journey toward heaven … to which we should subordinate all other concerns of life.” [Randy 

Alcorn, Heaven P 5]. Because the church generally doesn’t see life here as a journey to heaven, we tend to 

be complainers, spiritually weak, self-centered, materialistic, and self-indulgent. One of the signs of 

spiritual maturity is that we have a growing desire for heaven and what awaits us there. Let’s examine that 

desire. 

 

I.       The Content of Our Desire 

   Is our desire for heaven just a desire to escape an aging body or a lonely, painful, frustrated existence 

here? What is it about heaven that a spiritually mature person desires? 

A.   Unhindered fellowship with Jesus (V23) 

   This is such a tremendous verse. The word translated “depart” means to loose. It was used of a boat 

loosed from its moorings and setting sail on a journey. What a beautiful picture of death for a believer. 

Notice that his desire is NOT to depart and see the streets of gold or beauty beyond belief or friends and 

loved ones who died before him. His desire was to depart and “be with Christ”. In fact Paul was in 

somewhat of a dilemma. There was a pull of both desire and duty (see verses 23-24). His desire was to be 

with Christ in unhindered fellowship but also there was a desire to finish the mission Christ had for his 

life here. There was a willingness to stay but a longing to go. Oh how I want that! All too often we are 

willing to go but longing to stay. Paul had this insatiable desire to know the Lord Jesus in an ever deeper 

way, but there were all these hindrances here on earth. There were the distractions of his own flesh, the 

power of sin, the limitations of his physical body, the time that was necessary to provide for his earthly 

needs that diverted his focus. He expressed his desire in Philippians 3:10. I love the Amplified translation. 

Philippians 3:10a (Amplified)  “For my determined purpose is that I may know Him – that I may 

progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and 

understanding the wonders of His person more strongly and more clearly…” I submit to you that this 

longing will not be satisfied until we depart and be with Christ and that is why it is “far better”. The 

content of our desire is for unhindered fellowship, unhindered intimacy, and unhindered knowing of the 

Lord Jesus.  

B.   Unbroken Holiness 

   A spiritually healthy believer longs for heaven because he longs for holiness and perfect holiness is 

beyond our reach down here. Mature believers long for heaven’s holiness more than they long for heavens 



rest, heaven’s relief, or heaven’s reunions. True believers live constantly with a tension here. When we 

were saved, we received a new nature that 2 Peter 1:4 says is like God’s nature. I don’t profess to know 

all that means, but I know that the main attribute of the divine nature is holiness and a hatred of sin. But 

here, we still have the programming of the old man before Christ. We have a power in our bodies called 

sin, and we live in a world system that has Satan as its god and all three of these constantly pull us away 

from holiness. Here we are with a love for holiness but in a struggle with our flesh (old programming), the 

power of sin and the world system. Ah, but in heaven, we leave those behind – the flesh, the body indwelt 

by the power of sin, and this world system that leaves God out and is run by Satan. In heaven we will 

have absolute unbroken holiness! I so relate to this excerpt from the journal of the godly missionary of the 

1700’s, David Brainerd. On 10/26/1744 he wrote: “My soul was exceedingly grieved for sin, and prized, 

and longed after holiness; it wounded my heart deeply, yet sweetly, to think how I had abused a kind God. 

I longed to be perfectly holy, that I might not grieve a gracious God; who will continue to love, 

notwithstanding His love is abused” [Don Whitney, “Ten Questions to Diagnose Your Spiritual Health” P 

125-126]. The thing we are to long for in heaven next to sweet fellowship with the Savior Himself is 

unbroken holiness.  

C.   Unimaginable Reward 

   I put this one as third, because it is a lesser part of our desire, but it is a legitimate desire. There are 

some who say that a desire for heaven because of the reward we have waiting is not a godly desire. I don’t 

think it is the highest desire, but it is legitimate because the Bible holds it out as something we should 

rejoice in and look forward to. Luke 6:22-23a (NKJV) 
22 “

Blessed are you when men hate you, and when 

they exclude you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. 
23 

Rejoice in 

that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven…” That sounds to me like Jesus is 

using the promise of reward to motivate. Let me confess that I don’t fully understand the whole concept 

of rewards. They are spoken of in the Bible as crowns (five are mentioned). I don’t believe they are literal 

crowns, though they may be. The word used in the New Testament for crowns is one that involves 

honoring the recipient. Revelation 4:10 tells us that we will cast them at Jesus feet to honor the One who 

saved us by His grace. Rewards are also spoken of as greater levels of responsibilities in the earthly 

kingdom to come. I have an opinion that reward will also have something to do with our capacity to enjoy 

heaven. Everyone there will be there only by the grace of God, and everyone will enjoy heaven to the 

fullest of their capacity, but perhaps those who have lived a surrendered life and allowed Christ to live 

through them will have a greater capacity to enjoy. As one old Puritan put it, “Everyone’s vessel will be 

filled to capacity but some will have larger vessels than others.”  

   An English Vicar was asked by a colleague what he expected after death. He said, “Well, if it comes to 

that I suppose that I shall enter into eternal bliss, but I really wish you wouldn’t bring up such depressing 

subjects.” When you are spiritually healthy, it is not a depressing subject! We desire heaven because of 

unhindered fellowship with Jesus, unbroken holiness, and unimaginable rewards. 

 

II.      The Consequences of Our Desire 

   What happens in the here and now on planet earth when we begin to desire heaven and fellowship with 

Jesus and holy lives and reward? 

A.   An Eternal Focus 

   It is only as we focus on heaven that we have the proper focus and perspective here on earth. When 

heaven is our focal point, everything on this side of heaven is radically rearranged. For example, our 

possessions here on earth become something not to be stockpiled as symbols of our significance, but 

rather commodities to be used for eternal gain. When we lose our focus on heaven, then we become 

consumed with possessions, status, success, and a comfortable, pain free life filled with pleasure from 

things attached to this world. Many years ago Thomas a Kempis said, “Let temporal things serve your 

use, but the eternal be the object of your desire.” When we have an eternal focus, trials, pain, and 

disappointment take on a whole new meaning. We come to realize that God has a greater plan for us than 



a pain free trouble free life. Earth is the proving ground for heaven and God is growing us and preparing 

us for mission by letting us experience trials and “failures”.  

B.   A Fear Free Future 

   I love Philippians 1:21 (NKJV) “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Wow! That is a no lose 

situation – “Heads I win; tails I win”. When we have heaven as our focus and desire, all fear goes away. 

In fact, fear is a dead giveaway that our focus is distorted.  

1.   No Fear in Life  

   We recognize that God is sovereign and all powerful and His sovereign actions are guided by His love 

and all have the express purpose of conforming us to the likeness of Christ. To live here on this side of 

heaven is Christ. He is the focus, the purpose, the strength, and the goal of life. Anything this sovereign, 

all powerful, loving God allows in my life comes wrapped in his enabling sustaining grace, and it is 

designed to work together for the good purpose of conforming me to Christ’s likeness. Why should I be 

afraid of what the future holds? I can stand at the bedside of Christians with cancer and other serious 

illness and exhort them to “FEAR NOT” because God’s grace will bring them through and they don’t 

have to fear life and an unknown future because God is in control and to live is Christ.  

2.   No Fear in Death  

   If heaven is our desire, then why should we fear death? For a child of God, death is not a period; it is a 

comma. To die truly is gain! I delight in the devotional book “Valley of Vision” which is a collection of 

Puritan prayers and devotions. Let me read one of the prayers from hundreds of years ago. “O Lord, I live 

here as a fish in a vessel of water, only enough to keep me alive, but in heaven I shall swim in the ocean. 

Here I have a little air in me to keep me breathing, but there I shall have sweet and fresh gales; Here I 

have a beam of sun to lighten my darkness, a warm ray to keep me from freezing; yonder I shall live in 

light and warmth forever...” (P370) Adoniram Judson, one of if not the first American international 

missionaries, suffered much in Burma to get the gospel to a people who had no access. He said, “I am not 

tired of my work, neither am I tired of the world, yet when Christ calls me home I shall go with the 

gladness of a school boy bounding away from school.” When our desire is set on heaven it results in a 

fear free life. Philippians 1:21 (NKJV) “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” There is an 

eternal focus and a fear free future. 

C.   An “On Mission” Fixation 

   When our desire and focus is on heaven, we become obsessed with accomplishing the mission He has 

given us here so we can go home with honor and rejoicing. We are actually like a soldier in a foreign land 

with a mission to accomplish. The soldier’s desire is to accomplish the mission and go home. Our mission 

is summarized in the last part of Philippians 1:20b (NKJV) “…so now also Christ will be magnified in 

my body, whether by life or by death.” Our mission is to be a telescope for Jesus. We are not 

microscopes. A microscope takes something small and makes it look large. A telescope takes something 

huge (like a star or a planet) and brings it close so that it can be examined. Our mission here is to magnify 

Jesus to a people who see Him as far away. When we magnify Him, they can see Him in His beauty and 

majesty. Our mission involves going to the lost and magnifying Jesus. We go to the unreached all around 

the world and magnify Jesus. We go into the workplace and schools and neighborhoods and magnify 

Jesus. That is our mission. We become obsessed with it because we are here on mission and then we get 

to go home. Too many Christians see life here as a pleasure cruise instead of a soldier’s assignment in a 

time of war.  

   We have looked at the content of our desire for heaven and the consequences of our desire for heaven. 

 

III.     The Cultivation of Our Desire 

   If most Christians were judgment day honest, they would have to admit that they really have little desire 

for heaven. It certainly is preferred over hell, but their heart and longing is just not there. If we really 

desire to grow and mature and have a desire to depart and be with Christ, how do we cultivate that desire? 

There are two ways: 

A.   Through Trials on Earth 



   You say, “I want a desire for heaven”, and God answers by giving you trials. The greater our trials are 

here, the greater is our desire for heaven. I earlier quoted the 18
th

 Century missionary to the Indians David 

Brainerd. He suffered horribly with physical illness, loneliness, and horrible living conditions. He actually 

died at age 29. Listen to another entry from his journal. “Saturday, June 12. Spent much time in prayer 

this morning and enjoyed much sweetness. Felt insatiable longings after God much of the day. I wondered 

how poor souls do to live that have no God. The world with all its enjoyments quite vanished. I see 

myself as very helpless, but I have a blessed God to go to. I longed exceedingly to be dissolved and to be 

with Christ, to behold His glory. Oh, my weak, weary soul longs to arrive at my Father’s house.” 

[Whitney, P123]. Have you ever been on a trip that was terrible and you really longed to get home? I 

remember in about 1988 when all five of our children were at home, I was asked to preach for 

Homecoming at the first church I pastored. We loaded up all seven of us in our van and headed out on the 

5 ½ hour trip to Ohio. The weekend went pretty well and on Monday morning, we loaded up the van and 

headed home. We hadn’t gone 5 miles when the stomach virus started its work. One threw up. Another 

few miles, and BOOM, #2 let her rip. An hour later #3 and then #4. Another 100 miles and #5 joined the 

chorus. It was absolutely awful. I have never longed so much to be home. I don’t profess to know all the 

reasons God allows us to go through trials and painful circumstances, but I am convinced that one reason 

is that we might cultivate and increase our desire to go home. Let’s see another way we cultivate our 

desire for Heaven.  

B.   Through Treasure in Heaven 

   Our affections and desire follow where we put our treasure. Matthew 6:19-21 (NKJV) 
19 

"Do not lay up 

for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 
20 

but 

lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 

break in and steal. 
21 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” When we invest what is 

valuable to us on earth, our heart, our affections are tied to the earth. When we invest in kingdom causes 

(in getting the gospel to a lost world) we are laying up treasure in heaven and our affections and desires 

are for heaven. All too often here in America, we use retirement as a substitute for heaven. We lay back 

vast reserves so that we look forward to a time when we can live in bliss and security here on earth. It is 

right and responsible to lay aside for known needs, but not to hoard up vast amounts. Invest it in the 

mission – in the kingdom.  

CONCLUSION 

   Most people believe that we are citizens here in the land of the living headed for a 

strange place in the land of the dying. But the truth is that for those of us in Christ, we are 

strangers and pilgrims here in the land of the dying headed home to the land of the living 

where death will be no more. Jonathan Edwards said, “No person who seeks to go on a 

pilgrimage to a glorious and exotic place will take up permanent residence at an inn along 

the way”. This world is not our home. Philippians 3:20 says that our citizenship is in 

heaven. Do you have a growing desire for heaven? 


