
 God Finishes What He Starts  (Philippians 1:3-8 –Part I) 

• Reading Paul’s letter to the Philippians: like leaves dropping on a love letter  

• Expressions of love begin in Paul’s opening thanksgiving for God’s work of grace in 

their lives: 1:7 “I hold you in my heart” “I yearn for you all” (8) 

• Later on he refers to them as “my beloved” (2:12) “My joy & crown” (4:1) 

• In Paul’s words of love:  hints of his concern for their unity (1:27; 2:1-4) 

I.  Love – That Enlarges the Boundaries of Our Heart  

• Love of Christ frees us from tyranny of self-centeredness: embrace each other  

• Paul’s heart enlarged with love for Philippians: he doesn’t think of his trials (7)  

• Added to his trial of his arrest some preached Christ out of envy (15-17) 

• How does Paul focus on Philippians rather than his trials? Key “My God” (3) 

• Paul’s relationship to God: the heart of his selfless love for the Philippians (2)  

II. Boundless Christ-like Love – With No Borders (1:3-4) 

• It is Christ’s love that refuses to discriminate/ no partiality – he loves them all 

• Paul repeats all/every (x4) all my remembrance, always, every prayer, you all 

• Paul is throwing his arms wide bringing together fractious saints (4:2) 

• Paul: a Pharisaical Jew transformed by God’s grace filled with Christ’s love  

He Was Marked By Passionate Christ-like Love: “I hold you in my heart” (7) 

• God is witness to his love: I yearn for you all…affection of Christ Jesus (8) 

• His thoughts about them: grounded in reality- partners in the Gospel (7) lead   

III. Source of Christ like love: Partnership in Gospel, partakers of grace (5, 7-8) 

• Paul’s fellowship with Philippians flowed from their partnership in grace  

• Grace of God active in our lives brings us to inevitable response of gratitude 

• Next week, grace leads to gratitude, also joy & confidence in God’s work 


