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Ezekiel 22:17-22 
 

17And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, 18Son of man, the house of 
Israel is become dross unto me: all of them are brass and tin and iron and 
lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are the dross of silver. 19Therefore thus 
saith the Lord Jehovah: Because ye are all become dross, therefore, behold, I 
will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 20As they gather silver and brass 
and iron and lead and tin into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, 
to melt it; so will I gather you in mine anger and in my wrath, and I will lay 
you there, and melt you. 21Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you with the 
fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof. 22As silver is 
melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; 
and ye shall know that I, Jehovah, have poured out my wrath upon you (ASV, 
1901). 

 
ISRAEL HAS BECOME WASTE PRODUCT TO GOD 
 
Ezekiel 22:17-18 
 

17And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, 18Son of man, the house of 
Israel is become dross unto me: all of them are brass and tin and iron and 
lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are the dross of silver (ASV, 1901). 

 
This communication of God to Ezekiel is a very descriptive message. In chapter fifteen 
God described the worthlessness of Israel in their sinful state as a useless vine. Here it is 
the illustration of a smelting furnace to purify metal. Because of all their sins, God says 
that the house of Israel is become dross unto me. Dross is the mass of solid impurities 
which float to the top of molten metal. It is the undesirable waste product of metallurgical 
refining. Metallurgical dross is used metaphorically here to refer to worthless material.  
 
This is God’s characterization of the Nation Israel because of the massive level of sins in 
which they were engaging. Interestingly God describes relatively inexpensive metals of 
brass and tin and iron and lead with low value indicating His thoughts toward the sinful 
Israel. He views these metals as a metaphor for their unbelief in Him. He finishes this 
passage with describing them as the dross of silver. Silver has a much higher value than 
the other metals but it also melts more slowly. This is a clear message that they will not 
perish instantly but over time though the sword, famine, and pestilence they will slowly be 
refined by fire.  
 
Israel was originally gold which stands for righteousness and is conspicuously absent in 
this list of metals. It was the most valuable of the ancient metals and used extensively in 
both the Tabernacle and the Temple. The twenty nine talents gold used in the tabernacle 
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was its most precious ornamentation. This volume of gold would have a value today of 
about $42,640,673. As far as the structure of the building proper (not the court or the 
external items of furniture), this precious metal was seen in almost all the items presented 
to us therein. It will be important for us to remember that this tabernacle has its pattern in 
the heavens, for the Lord showed Moses in the mount something that already existed 
(Exodus 25:9 and 25:40) and the writer of the Hebrews tells us the same message when he 
writes of “the patterns of things in the heavens” (Hebrews 9:23).The High Priest also had 
gold in his dress. The outer covering or  wrap, for the High Priest was a particular garment 
in the style of a tunic or pinafore. It was made of linen in blue, purple, and scarlet and 
there were golden threads woven into it. It was made in two pieces joined together at the 
shoulders with golden clasps. Each clasp was set with an engraved onyx stone. The front 
and back of the ephod were made to be as one garment by a sash or girdle, which was tied 
about the priest's waist. This was also of blue, purple, and scarlet linen intertwined with 
golden threads. On the front of his turban was a diadem of pure gold on which was 
engraved "Holy to the Lord," fastened with a dark blue cord (Exodus 28:36-38; 39:30-31). 
 
But the Israelites became silver to God or less valuable. They were still valuable in God’s 
eyes but needed refining to burn off the dross. Now with their massive sinful state they 
have become just dross. However the issue that comes across very clearly is they will be 
refined by means of fire. Frequently in the ancient metallurgical processes called smelting 
the refiners would leave the residue of the other metals in the furnace. They too became 
dross to the silver refining activities. Just as a metal that is refined loses its original form 
so too will the nation Israel lose its sinful form by suffering the heat of refinement. God 
spoke through Malachi to describe the process. 
 
Malachi 3:1-4 
 

1 Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger 
of the covenant, whom ye desire, behold, he cometh, saith Jehovah of hosts. 
2But who can abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he 
appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 3and he will sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi, and 
refine them as gold and silver; and they shall offer unto Jehovah offerings in 
righteousness. 4Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant 
unto Jehovah, as in the days of old, and as in ancient years (ASV, 1901). 

 
The furnace and fire can be used for either refining or destruction. Israel has been refined 
in the past many times and will be finally refined for the last time in the last great 
judgment upon them known as the Tribulation. The affliction God describes here is one of 
refinement not punishment. That is reserved for the  genuinely unsaved who have 
repeatedly denied God and His Messiah’s atoning death for the world’s people. They will 
suffer the pain of Hell for a period. After which they will be cast into the Lake of Fire. 
Those who make it through the Tribulation’s refining fire will be as gold to God. 
 
Revelation 20:14 
 

14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death 
(KJV). 
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This is eternal punishment. It is not annihilation. They who are cast into the Lake of Fire 
suffer eternal punishment according to the level of their deeds on this earth as in the 
parable of the faithful servant. 
 
Luke 12:46-48 
 

46 The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and 
at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint 
him his portion with the unbelievers. 47 And that servant, which knew his lord’s 
will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be 
beaten with many stripes. 48  But he that knew not, and did commit things 
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much 
is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed 
much, of him they will ask the more (KJV). 

 
GATHERED IN JERUSALEM FOR WRATH 
 
Ezekiel 22:19-21 
 

 19Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Because ye are all become dross, 
therefore, behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 20As they 
gather silver and brass and iron and lead and tin into the midst of the furnace, 
to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so will I gather you in mine anger and in my 
wrath, and I will lay you there, and melt you. 21Yea, I will gather you, and 
blow upon you with the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst 
thereof (ASV, 1901). 

 
God declared that Because ye are all become dross, He will gather them in the midst of 
Jerusalem awaiting the punishment of refinement. For extra emphasis God says this three 
times that he will gather them into the city of Jerusalem and melt them. This just as the 
Lord said would become the crucible that would see the fiery wrath of God coming upon 
the people in judgment. He uses the terms of fire, wrath, anger, melting, and blow upon 
them to describe the fiery metallurgical process imagery associated with His anger at their 
insolence.  
 
TIMING OF THE PURIFICATION 
 
Ezekiel 22:22 
 

22As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the 
midst thereof; and ye shall know that I, Jehovah, have poured out my wrath 
upon you (ASV, 1901). 

 
This is the outcome of His correction upon them. After being melted in the midst of the 
furnace of Jerusalem they will finally recognize the Lord as moral divinity and the one 
who caused this correction. This regathering which focuses on the city of Jerusalem is a 
common figure in the Bible pointing to Israel’s need for refining (Isaiah 1:22, 25; 48:10; 
Jeremiah 6:27–30; 9:7; Zechariah 13:9; Malachi 3:2–3).  They have suffered much due to 
the sins they have committed against the Lord God who chose them out of all the people 
groups of the earth to bring His Word and the Messiah our Lord Jesus to the world 
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(Romans 9:4-5). Because this has happened so many times to the Jews it is important to 
determine exactly what correction/refinement these passages are speaking about.  
 
The Babylonian siege of Jerusalem in 588-586 B.C. did not leave the Jews with the 
knowledge of who did this to them. A small number returned to Jerusalem after seventy 
years compared to the number who enjoyed Babylon and stayed there. As a result it is 
better to place this after the Nazi Holocaust. That was the most severe burning and melting 
they have received to date. Because they are said by God to be filled with the impurities of 
brass and tin and iron and lead, it leads to the interpretation of them being still in unbelief 
which would be designated as righteous gold if it were belief. As Ezekiel 20:33-38 stated 
that they were back in the Land after a fiery holocaust, this passage too makes reference to 
the regathering of the Jews after wrath and before a wrath. The future judgment will be 
finally for the purpose of bringing them to national repentance. Then they all will know 
from the highest governmental officer to the laborers in the field the Lord as their moral 
diviner (Romans 11:26).  
 
The Jews were gathered in Israel after the wrath of the Nazi Holocaust where at least six 
million Jewish people died under Adolph Hitler. This created the world-wide sympathy 
for the Jews that, led to the establishment of the Jewish home land Israel in May of 1948.  
 
This gathering is in unbelief of which their attitude toward Him is seen in the phrase As 
they gather silver and brass and iron and lead and tin into the midst of the furnace, to 
blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so will I gather you in mine anger and in my wrath, and I 
will lay you there, and melt you. These are lesser metals and not the righteousness of gold. 
God is going to establish His Messianic Kingdom but it will entail the wrath and judgment 
He must pour out to attain it with the Jews. The first gathering out of wrath will set the 
stage for the next judgment and wrath yet future to the Jews. That will be the persecution 
of Israel by Antichrist beginning in the middle of the Tribulation.  
 
Daniel 9:27 
 

27 And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week: and in the 
middle of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease; and 
upon the wing of abominations shall come one that makes desolate; and even 
unto the full end, and that determined, shall wrath be poured out upon the 
desolate (ASV, 1901). 

 
Revelation 13:11 
 

11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two 
horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 12 And he exerciseth all the 
power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which 
dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 
13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven 
on the earth in the sight of men, 14 and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth 
by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the 
beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image 
to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 15 And he had 
power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast 
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should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of 
the beast should be killed (KJV).  

 
Today Israel is a secular nation at best with a wide range of attitudes toward God. They 
had some nation semblance of God at the time of their restoration in 1948 but they have 
lost it. The vast majority of Israelis are not Orthodox believers. There are even many 
varieties of the Orthodox. Most citizens in Israel would classify themselves either as 
atheistic or agnostic.  
 
JERUSALEM IS THE CAULDRON 
 
Since 586 B.C. the Jews did not have control of Jerusalem until the 1967 war. The Ezekiel 
passage discusses gathering in Jerusalem for a fiery wrath and the outcome will be the 
national repentance of Israel where they will all finally know who did this to them.  

After the end of the Israeli War of Independence in 1948–1949, Israeli forces were in 
control of West Jerusalem, the newer Jewish section. The biblical city of Jerusalem the 
fell into the hands of the Jordanian Legion and was later annexed into the Hashemite 
kingdom of Jordan. So Jerusalem became a divided city and remained that way for the 
next 19 years. Jewish control of Jerusalem finally won in the Six-Day War 1967. The 
Bible teaches that all nations will come against Jerusalem in the Campaign of 
Armageddon. 

Zechariah 12:1-3 
1 The burden of the word of Jehovah concerning Israel. Thus saith Jehovah, 
who stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and 
formeth the spirit of man within him: 2Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of 
reeling unto all the peoples round about, and upon Judah also shall it be in 
the siege against Jerusalem. 3And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will 
make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all the peoples; all that burden 
themselves with it shall be sore wounded; and all the nations of the earth shall 
be gathered together against it (ASV, 1901). 

Zechariah 14:1-2 
1Behold, a day of Jehovah cometh, when thy spoil shall be divided in the midst 
of thee. 2For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city 
shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the 
city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut 
off from the city (ASV, 1901). 
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