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Romans 3:27-31 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 16 

 
Introduction: 
 
     In our last section of verses we have dealt with, Paul begins to build the case that 
Justification is faith and faith alone. In the Person of Christ and Christ alone. Do you 
remember what he wrote in 1:17? “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith” (KJV – Romans 1:17). 

     Now let’s look at the previous text for this lesson so that we may remain with the same 
context and not get off track.  

 

Romans 3:23-26 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus. 

     Being right with God in the sense of justification, being saved is not a question of our bad 
works or our horrible sins. Being right with God is a question of faith. As Paul shows us 
here that Justification is by faith. By our works we are all sinners.  
 
     By our works we are all guilty. By our works we are all failures. But we are not in a 
relationship with God by our works; we are in it by faith in Jesus Christ. But let us not forget 
that four times in the Scripture it plainly states that the just shall live by faith. Now let us 
look at the text this evening. 
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Romans 3:27-31 

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision 
through faith. 

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

     Paul states clearly in verse 27, there is no boasting at all in salvation because it is not by 
the law nor of works. But by the law of faith, and what is the law of faith? He told us what it 
is in verse 24;  “being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus” (NASB – Romans 3:24).  
 
     I want to give you a scenario of two men. Let’s say you are the pastor of a church and 
both of these men want to join the church as a member. You have them in your office and 
are counseling them getting to know about them a little better. You ask them, on what 
grounds do you believe you are a Christian and want to join this church? 
 

1. The first man stands to his feet and says; “I am a good husband, good father, friend 
and neighbor. I pay my bills, work hard, tithe and do my very best to live a righteous 
life style. I was actively working in my previous church before I moved here and I feel I 
could be a great assist to this local body”. You have a letter from his previous church 
that affirms everything he said. 
 

2. The second man stands to his feet and says; “I believe on the LORD Jesus Christ, and I 
know I’m saved, and all is well with my soul.” But yet you have a letter from his 
previous church that says. He left on bad terms, out of fellowship with the local 
body. He was rebuked for his sinful lifestyle and actions. He has not been a faithful 
husband nor a responsible father. 

 
     What would you say to each of these men? Don’t answer just yet! 
 
 
Romans 3:27 

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 
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     The Apostle Paul shows us right off in the beginning of this paragraph that God’s plan of 
salvation eliminates all human pride. “Suppose God were to take people to heaven on the 
basis of human merit. Human nature, being what it is, the saved person would soon be 
boasting in heaven. One person would parade some great deed he had done or some 
tremendous sacrifice he had made. Another would have all men listen to a list of his virtues. 
Boasting is the outward, verbal expression of pride; and pride was the original sin, the sin of 
Satan in a distant past” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, 
Page 73). 
 
 
Romans 3:27-28 

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

     No boasting at all in the grace of God, because it is not through our works or our law 
keeping but faith in Christ and Christ alone. “Paul’s clear meaning is that a person is justified 
on the basis of faith alone” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 2006, page 
1665).  

     Dr. C. I. Scofield writes concerning God’s righteousness in justifying the guilty sinner by 
faith: “His righteousness, here is God’s consistency with His own law and holiness in freely 
justifying a sinner who believes in Christ; that is one in whose behalf Christ has met every 
demand of the law” (Scofield, The Scofield Reference Bible – Notes; 1917, Page 1195). 

     God is perfectly just and maintains His righteous holiness in justifying sinners through a 
substitute, and He does this freely by His grace, through faith in His Son. 

Romans 3:28 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

 

     So let me ask you this; is salvation, justification by faith and faith alone in Christ?  

“For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just 
shall live by faith” (NKJV - Romans 1:170. 

“And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness” (KJV - Genesis 15:6). 

“And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
counted as righteousness” (ESV - Romans 4:5). 
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“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not 
by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified” (KJV - Galatians 
2:16). 

“And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith” (RSV - Philippians 
3:9). 

“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (RSV - Romans 5:1). 

“Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright in him; but the righteous shall live by his faith” 
(ASV - Habakkuk 2:4). 

     Dr. John MacArthur put it well when he wrote; “God declares a sinner righteous soley on 
the basis of the merits of Christ’s righteousness. God imputes a believer’s sin to Christ’s 
account in His sacrificial death. The sinner receives this gift of God’s grace by faith alone. 
Justification is a gracious gift God extends to the repentant, believing sinner, wholly apart 
from human merit or work” (MacArthur, Romans – Grace, Truth and Redemption; 2007, 
Page 23-24). 

     The key to really understanding this is the use of the “prepositions” within the text. 
“Being justified freely by his grace” (KJV – Romans 3:24a). “Therefore we conclude that a man 
is justified by faith without the deeds of the law” (KJV – Romans 3:28). “through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (KJV – Romans 3:24b). 

     Or as Paul writes in Ephesians 2; “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God” (KJV – Ephesians 2:8).  

- By Grace (Romans 3:24 / Ephesians 2:8. 
- Through / by Faith (Romans 3:28 / Ephesians 2:8. 
- In Christ (Romans 3:24). 

Thus we have begun to lay the ground work here in Romans for the Five Solas: 

1. Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone) 
2. Sola Gratia (grace alone) 
3. Sola Fide (faith alone) 
4. Solus Christus (Christ alone) 
5. Soli Deo Gloria (to the glory of God alone) 
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     God does this freely, and maintains His righteousness in doing so because for all those 
who come to faith in Christ, they are justified freely by His grace through the redemptive 
work that Christ fulfilled to satisfy the Father’s wrath toward their sin. Thus, “it is finished” 
paid in full. “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law” (KJV – Romans 3:28). 

 

Romans 3:29-30 

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision 
through faith. 

     Wheither Jew or Gentile, God’s declaration of justification is by faith in His Son. Peter 
even confirmed this that God would accept even the Gentile by faith. “Then Peter opened his 
mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 35 But in every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him” (KJV – Acts 
10:34-35). 

     Notice my friend the text does not say God is of no respecter of persons to all men, as it is 
preached in many churches today. No friend God hates the sinner and abhors the wicked. 
God is of no respecter persons in every nation to him that feareth the LORD and worketh 
righteousness. These are accepted with God, through faith in His Son, because they are in 
Christ.  

     Now that brings us to a great stumbling block within theology. The wall of division 
between free grace and Sovereign Grace. Because the Apostle Paul who has been throwing 
smooth, slow pitches this entire inning, all of a sudden throws us a curve ball.  

Romans 3:31 

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

     Going back to our two men at the beginning of the lesson. The first man had all the 
outward makings of a Christian, yet there was no faith in Christ. The second man had a 
profession of Christ yet no evidence or witness to show it.  

     Paul states in layman’s terms; “you know that you are saved by grace through faith. 
Justified freely by the grace of God, knowing this are you then going to make void the law 
because of this faith. To live and proclaim liberty that you can do as the flesh pleases and void 
out God’s law?” Paul answers - God forbid: yea, we establish the law.  
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James 2:14-20 

14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can 
faith save him? 

15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 

16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye 
give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

     These two texts of Romans 3 and James 2 almost seem like they contradict each other. 
But my friend you know this is not the case. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (KJV – 2 
Timothy 3:16). I have wrestled with the book of James for quite some time now, and as we 
have been going through Romans it has given me a better understanding of James.  

     Paul is writing to the first man mentioned in the beginning of our lesson. The Pharisee, 
he has all the works yet there is no faith in Christ. He thinks he is going to be right with God 
by all his good works and deeds. But Paul says to him “Therefore we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith without the deeds of the law” (KJV – Romans 3:28). 

     James is writing to the second man in our lesson. The Antinomian; this is the person who 
feels that believers are released by grace from their duty in observing the moral law of God. 
In other words this is the group of people that give eternal security a bad reputation. They 
believe they can make a profession in Christ and live to please the flesh. They have no 
desire not to! Because they have never been quicken or changed, they are still dead in their 
trespasses and sins and this is exactly what James says their mere profession is, dead! 

     “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can 
faith save him? (KJV – James 2:14). James opens up this discourse here in verse 14 and 
asked a very serious question. Someone who claims to have faith yet they continually lack 
any external evidence of that faith in which they profess, will that mere profession alone 
save him? The NASB has translated the ending question of this verse as “can that faith save 
him?” (NASB – James 2:14d).  
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     MacArthur writes that James here “is not disputing the importance of faith. Rather, he is 
opposing the notion that saving faith can be a mere intellectual exercise void of a 
commitment to active obedience” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 2006, page 
1899). 

     So once again there is no contradiction, but Paul is speaking of the practical doctrine of 
Justification by faith. And James is speaking of practical application of justification through 
faith which is called sanctification. Because mere words are not evidence enough of saving 
faith, but real faith produces action.  

     “If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them, 
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things 
which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?” (KJV- James 2:15-16). Just a profession of 
compassion without any action taken is not the evidence nor the fruit of compassion. Can 
mere words cloth a naked body? Can mere words fill an empty belly? And can mere words 
warm the cold flesh that houses the soul? No my friend, so as James tells us, mere words 
without action profits nothing.  

James 2:17-20 

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

     James where is not contrasting two different methods of salvation. Because justification 
is by faith in Christ alone. Anyone with a claim to saving faith in Christ without the evidence 
of works to prove it is laying forth a fraudulent claim to salvation and their faith, “that 
faith” is a shame because it is in fact dead.  

     So these two writings do not conflict, nor present two ways to be justified. They do not 
teach you must add to faith to be justified, nor do they teach you can lose your salvation. 
Simply put these two texts together taught side by side as parallel passages teach that a 
man is justified by faith in Christ alone. When this Sovereign work takes place – he will not 
make void the law and willfully sin freely, but rather he will establish the law; because faith 
without works is dead.  
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     So using the Word of God, knowing what you know now, what you say to the two men at 
the beginning of the lesson? One had works, but not faith. The second had faith but not 
works. Therefore the Scriptures conclude that neither had Christ.  

 

Romans 3:31 

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new” (KJV - 2 Corinthians 5:17). 

“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (KJV – Luke 6:46). 

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain” (KJV – John 15:16). 

 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



9 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 

 

Bibliography 

 

King James Version Bible (1996). Scofield Study Bible, New York, NY: Oxford University  

Press. 

NASB Study Bible (2013) New American Standard Version, Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson  

Publishing – Harper Collins. 

Phillips, John (2002). Exploring Revelation, An Expository Commentary, Grand Rapids, MI: 

 Kregel Publications. 

MacArthur, John (2006). The MacArthur Study Bible Notes, La Habra, CA: The Lockman  

Foundation.  

Scofield, C. I. (D.D.), (1917) Scofield Study Bible - Notes, New York, NY: Oxford University  

Press. 

Holman - New King James Version Bible (2013). New King James Version, Nashville, TN:  

Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins. 

English Standard Version Bible (2015). The Reformation Study Bible, Orlando, FL:  

Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries. 

Revised Standard Version (1987). The Revised Standard Version Bible – RSV,   

Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. 

ASV Study Bible (1929) American Standard Version, New York, NY: Oxford University  

Press. 

MacArthur, John (2007). Romans – Grace, Truth and Redemption, Nashville, TN:  

Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins. 

 

 



10 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 

NOTES LESSON-16 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROMANS 3:27-31 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


