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Welcome to the Grace Abounding Broadcast brought to you by the congregation of the 
Shreveport Grace Church that meets at 2970 Baird Road in Shreveport, LA. My name is 
Ken Wimer and it is my privilege to bring to you today a message that seeks to exalt the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his glorious person and finished work of salvation accomplished 
for sinners at the cross. Please stay tuned.

I'm reading for you today from Isaiah 57 and just two verses, the first two of this chapter. 
I want to speak with you about "When the Righteous Die." Here it says in Isaiah 57:1,

1 The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men 
are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the 
evil to come. 2 He [that is the righteous] shall enter into peace: they shall 
rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness. 

So here we have a verse of Scripture that addresses this matter of when the Lord's 
children, those that are children of the Lord by his electing grace and by Christ's 
redeeming grace, that is, his blood shed for them at Calvary and the Spirit's regenerating 
grace calling them unto Christ, when such die, what is their final state? We have to 
explain, first of all, who are the righteous. Many in reading this think that, "Well, it's 
those that have done a pretty good job at living out their lives and attempting to serve 
God and by their good works somehow merit heaven." But if you read carefully the 
Scriptures and I trust you do, and weigh the testimony, the record that God has given 
there in the Scriptures concerning man's righteousness, you'll find that he declares that 
"even our best righteousnesses," as in Isaiah 64:6, "are nothing but filthy rags." In fact, 
the grand conclusion that God declares, the sentence that he passes on even the best of 
men's works, is "that there is none righteous, no not one."

So that should stop us up short as we read a portion like this in Isaiah 57:1 or anywhere in 
Scripture where it speaks of a righteous man. It can only be one who has been declared 
righteous in, by and through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ alone. You see, God is 
holy and just and cannot acquit the guilty and so in order to have that perfect or righteous 
standing before God, and the word "righteous" literally means "just." It has to do with a 
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legal declaration of someone being without guilt before God. Well, the only way that that 
has ever been possible or will be possible is in and through and by the work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ alone. In the book of Romans, Paul writing to the Romans in chapter 5, 
describes that it was by one man, Adam, that sin entered into the world and in verse 19 it 
says, "For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners." So that's how it is that 
we're born in this world sinners, it's by a legal condemnation that has already passed upon 
all of Adam's seed. We're all descendants of Adam and by his one disobedience there at 
the beginning of time, many were made sinners.

But the verse continues in verse 19 of Romans 5, "so by the obedience of one shall many 
be made righteous." Another way of reading that is, "by the one obedience," that is of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, "shall many be made righteous," declared righteous. That's the only 
one who can truly be righteous before the Lord. But that begs then the question: why is it 
that the righteous die? If by Christ's blood and his perfect obedience put to the account of 
sinners that God the Father has chosen, why do such die? Well, it's because it's a declared 
righteousness. It is one that has made them legally righteous before God but in their 
nature, they're just as evil as anybody. In other words, as long as we're in this flesh, this 
flesh is corrupt, it is depraved, and at enmity with God. 

If you're the Lord's you understand what I’m talking about. You understand the struggle 
because you know the things that are right to do and to say and to be and yet within you 
there is not that power to do what you know to be right. I'm thankful that this is not just 
my own personal struggle, but it's even one that the Apostle Paul wrote of and directed by 
the Spirit in his inspired word. He said in Romans 7:18, "For I know that in me (that is, in 
my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." You see, there are some out there that keep trying to 
find some good thing to say about the sinner but Paul says that "in me I know, (that is, in 
my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that 
which is good I find not." Paul was speaking there as a regenerated son of God.

He goes on, "For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I 
do." You see, that's honesty. That's transparency. That's stating it as it is. That's not trying 
to coat it over, hide it. I believe that any that are the Lord's, taught of his Spirit, that's how 
they see themselves in this flesh. There is no good and so in answer to that second 
question, why do the righteous die, here in my text in Isaiah 57:1, it says, "The righteous 
perisheth." That's not talking about everlastingly perishing, but it is speaking of death. 
Perish from this life. So the question is: why do they perish? Well, the simple answer is 
that we're sinners and the wages of sin is death. 

Now, when the Lord Jesus Christ came and paid the debt for his people, he died a 
physical death but there was also a spiritual death that took place there on the cross and 
so even as he died and rose again physically, we can expect to die and yet our hope in 
physical death as ones that he has redeemed is that even as he was raised from the grave, 
so we shall be physically raised from the grave. So there is a physical death and a 
physical resurrection, but more importantly, his death accomplished a spiritual work 
because when the Scriptures say the wages of sin is death, it's speaking there of spiritual 
condemnation. When Adam fell, we fell in him so that means that every son of Adam is 
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born into this world blind and dead spiritually so what it takes is the Spirit of God to raise 
dead sinners to life, giving them the very life of Christ. That's who the Spirit is, the Spirit 
of grace. We could never see Christ but what he sought us. We could never know Christ 
but what he makes himself known. He reveals himself and that's how we find out who are 
the Lord's and who aren't because those that he has redeemed, he draws every one, but all 
others he just leaves to themselves and they continue on in that spiritual death until they 
die the physical death and then are ushered into eternal death which the book of 
Revelation calls the second death. You see, even the unjust, the unrighteous, those that 
have not been declared righteous by God through the blood and righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, they'll be raised again. There is a resurrection of the just and the unjust, but 
only to be cast into eternal hell, separation from God, condemnation eternally, bearing the 
weight of their own sin because they have no ransom, they have no Savior. 

I know these are serious matters to consider and not one that men typically like to 
consider. There are those that pretend or think themselves to be righteous when they 
produce. They find some measure of peace in that. They keep striving to live the kind of 
life that they think would be acceptable unto God and yet anything short of absolute 
righteousness, perfection, is condemned by God already. But those that are the Lord's, 
they enter into peace through their death. Precious in the sight of the Lord are the death of 
his saints. 

Now, the perishing here in Isaiah 57, it could be by natural death or it could be taken out 
in violence as so many of the disciples were. Paul in writing to Timothy there in prison in 
his second epistle spoke of being ready to die, to be poured out as a libation, as an 
offering of sacrifice unto the Lord. Not that his death could accomplish anything, but he 
was saying it was for the cause of Christ that he would die. When you read historically 
that that's the way he died, he was decapitated. He was cut off and yet the world did not 
mourn. Here was one that the Lord took from this world and his death was not mourned. I 
think also of John the Baptist whose head was cut off early on in his ministry. 

But if you want to talk about the righteous one perishing and no man lays it to heart, 
consider the death of the Lord Jesus Christ himself. God delivered up his Son into the 
hands of wicked men and Peter in his message there on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:23 
declared that he was "delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, 
but ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain." They slew 
righteousness itself. Talk about a righteous man. He was indeed righteous, not only in his 
deeds but in his thought, in his being. He was absolute righteousness. He was cut off by 
the hand of wicked men and yet those wicked men did nothing more to him, as this 
Scripture says, than what God the Father himself ordained. It was because his death was 
to be a sacrifice. It was an execution.

So the righteous perish at the hand of wicked men and they did not consider. In fact, Paul 
in writing to the Corinthians said that this was hidden from them and that had they known 
who it was, they would not have crucified him. God was accomplishing his will in 
putting his Son into their hand to crucify him. They did their will but God did his will. 
You see, some say, "Well, God was forcing them." No, he left them to themselves. God 
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doesn't force men to sin. They sin by nature. It's what we are by nature, but if God 
graciously draws sinners to Christ by his grace, that's against nature. It's only the grace of 
God that causes one to be drawn to Christ and therefore all the glory belongs unto him.

So why then do the wicked, the world, why do they not consider when the righteous 
perish? Well, I’ve used the illustration before, it's a lot like cattle that are grazing and the 
butcher truck comes along, pulls up and takes some of the cattle on board and drives on. 
What do the cattle do? They stop. They raise their head. They wait until the truck has 
disappeared down the road and then they go right back to doing what they were doing. 
That would be our nature. We would not even consider death. A lot of people don't. They 
don't even want you preaching about it. It's like if you preach on it and they hear about it 
that somehow you're going to be jinxing, is the way they put it, "Don't jinx me." 

Well, dear friends, it's something that we have to consider because it is the end of every 
one of us. Not one of us is still going to be alive 100 years from now. We're all going to 
pass and the time of our taking is not by our determining. I know people talk about 
extending their lives and doing this and that but you read the Scriptures, every day of our 
life has already been recorded in God's book of decrees. He has already determined the 
number of our days. We live and move and have our being in him. So even though the 
world does not recognize when it is one of the Lord's that is taken away, yet we know in 
Scripture that any that are the Lord's that are taken, just like any that aren't that are taken, 
it's God executing his will.

I think about that every time I read in the paper, hear on the news about some sort of fire 
that has taken somebody out or a car crash, plane crash or storm and so many have died. 
It could be war. It could be famine. All of these things are instruments in God's hands to 
execute his justice and in doing so there may be some that are the Lord's among them. 
You see, even this Scripture teaches us when it says, "The righteous perisheth," that just 
because one is the Lord's doesn't mean that they are exempt from even a violent death. 
There are some that have been the Lord's that have died the most violent death 
imaginable. There are ways in which people have taken and tortured the Lord's children 
over time in history. In the book of Hebrews specifically it writes about those that have 
been sawn asunder even. You read some of the descriptions there and it just turns your 
stomach. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, sawn asunder. 
You say, "Well, how could they escape the sword if they died by the sword? How is it 
that they were sawn asunder and delivered?" You see, all this is in parallel to what we're 
reading here in Isaiah 57:1-2 and that is the death of one who is the Lord's is an escape. 
It's a deliverance.

Here in verse 1, it says, "none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil 
to come." I think even now with the way the world is and what we face, how some who 
have been the Lord's that I have known in my lifetime that are already dead and gone. 
There are times during the day I stop and think, "You know, they've been delivered from 
the very evil that now we that are still living must face and must go through." And it's 
only because of the weakness of our flesh that we halt at these things. I'm not going to lie 
to you and tell you that I just think of death as some dreamy experience. No, there is 
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always in any of us the thought of dying, a certain fear. I don't believe that anybody is 
honest when they say they're not afraid to die. The whole process of death, if you've ever 
watched it in anybody else, it's uncomfortable. And yet the hope of the righteous, of those 
that are the Lord's that he has redeemed, is different than one who dies without hope. You 
see, even as I said, some have died very violent deaths that have been the Lord's, yet 
others that aren't the Lord's and left to themselves thinking they're righteous before God 
and they die at ease. They might die at home in bed with all of the comforts of modern 
medicine to keep them at ease, and yet enter into eternal condemnation.

So here the purpose of stating this is that even though the world may not recognize such, 
yet the Lord does, and that the death of the righteous, of those that are the Lord's, is 
indeed a deliverance from the evil to come and there is where I want us to pause a little 
bit and think about how that is true. What is the blessedness of the righteous in death? It 
says they are "taken away from the evil." So here we can say that it's the Lord. They're 
taken away. None of us would choose the day of our death. We're so tied to this world 
and family and acquaintances and other things and as bad as it is, we would never choose 
to die. We'd never say, "Okay, next Tuesday I’m going to die." Thankfully that's by the 
Lord's determining, but if he so determines, it might be that we're taken out immediately 
or it might be that we hear a report from the doctor that within six months or a year or 
whatever it is, that we'll be dead. But these are not even men's determinings. We know 
that. It's the Lord that determines it, but the Lord does it and he does it because he loves 
his own. So he in taking them from this life, it states, is taking them, removing them from 
all the present evil of this life. 

So there is where I find my comfort. When I consider death and when that day comes as 
the Lord determines it to be, how is it a deliverance? Well, I’ll be taken away from my 
evil nature. You see, any that are the Lord's, this living in this flesh, having the Spirit of 
God revealing daily to us what is our nature, this is a grief. It's a burden that those that are 
the righteous by God's grace day by day, their righteous souls are vexed. So death of the 
body is going to destroy that body of sin and death. What a blessed thought that is, that 
we'll drop this body like an old pair of clothes that stinks and is rotten and we're tired of 
wearing and be ushered into the presence of God himself and Christ.

So to be taken from the evil is to be delivered even from our evil nature but, secondly, to 
be delivered from the evil of sin. You think about the whole world lieth in wickedness 
and that ever since the fall of Adam this world has groaned under the weight and curse of 
sin and it's not only sin in the world but sin in me. I can't imagine what it will be to be 
delivered from even a sinful thought. You see, the Spirit of God makes us know our sin 
and that every part of our being is sinful. But oh what a deliverance to be taken from this 
world and to be ushered into the presence of God to be able to worship him without even 
a thought of sin. Oh, blessed deliverance that is!

But thirdly, I would have to say it's to be delivered from the evil of evils which is 
unbelief. Oh, how we struggle with unbelief. It's like the man that declared, "Lord, I 
believe. Help thou mine unbelief." And if you're the Lord's, you know what I’m speaking 
of here. How it dishonors God and that as long as I’m alive, I’m going to struggle with it 
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and it's only the Spirit of grace that causes me again and again to look to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But, oh, to be delivered from that evil of unbelief. 

But then all the evils of this present world. Think about the pains, the trials, the 
afflictions. Whatever cause it is, it has evil as its foundation and, oh, to be delivered. You 
see, this is the blessedness of the righteous that while the world doesn't consider it, yet as 
the Lord causes the righteous to consider, their heart is consoled. Who could ever 
describe what that will be, that glory when we shall see the Lord face-to-face and be 
completely delivered from this body.

Isaiah 57:2 in my text adds a comfort, even though the world ignores those who are the 
Lord's that he is pleased to take out of this life, yet for the righteous one, that one 
declared righteous by God because of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, it says, "shall 
enter into peace." It is described even as one lying in bed, "they shall rest in their beds, 
each one walking in his uprightness." When it says "his uprightness," it's not talking 
about anything in the sinner, but if you ask me what is my uprightness, I would have to 
answer it is Christ alone. So those that die in righteousness, that's how they have walked 
in this life. Not having any confidence in the flesh but wholly resting in the righteousness 
of God imputed there at the cross through the accomplished work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ alone.

Such go in peace. That's the only way that one can truly rest in peace. You see, people 
putting RIP next to the names of their loved ones that have gone before but, dear friend, 
unless they are blood bought sinners whom God has been pleased to save by his grace, 
there is no peace. Some say, "Well, they're better off now that they're gone." Not 
necessarily so. Just because you don't see them suffering doesn't mean that they're not 
suffering. Many times they can take a body and make it look so peaceful there in the 
casket and people hold onto that hope, but that's just outward. That's man made. The only 
true peace, to truly go in peace is to go in the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ 
alone. That legal peace and reconciliation that has been established between God and the 
sinner. Yes, many times one of the righteous may go without a certain measure of peace 
in his own soul as he faces death and yet that doesn't change their state before God. If 
Christ has paid their debt, they are in peace. In other words, the peace of God is already 
there and has reconciled them through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is someone who wrote these words that I find to be very comforting:

"My Lord who gave me righteousness,
And makes me love his ways,
With every good my soul will bless,
Until I end my days.

"He soon will take my soul by death,
From all my ills and strife,
His arms will then be underneath,
That raised me unto life."
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Oh, what a blessed hope and consolation that is that only the righteous, only those that 
have been chosen of God and bought by the Son and drawn by the Spirit can rejoice in 
and do rejoice in. Is he your hope?

You have been listening to the Grace Abounding Broadcast brought to you by the 
congregation of the Shreveport Grace Church in Shreveport, LA. We meet at 2970 Baird 
Road and invite you to join us each Sunday beginning at 10 a.m. For more information, 
please visit our website at www.shrevegrace.org or call 318-687-4943. Please plan to join 
us again next week.
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