
FIRST BAPTIST POWELL, 7-12-15 AM NOTES 
“THE CHURCH AS A FAMILY” 

1 JOHN 2:12-17 
# 5 in Series, “Absolute Assurance” 

 
Ephesians 2:19 (NKJV) “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God.” 
 
Ephesians 3:14-15 (NIV) “14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth 
derives its name.” 
 
1 Timothy 3:15 (NIV) “if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” 
 
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God� 
I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 
For I’m part of the family, the family of God. 

     �Bill and Gloria Gaither 
 
 
 
I.       Maturity in the Family of God (vv. 12-14) 
 

A. A Word of Encouragement to the Whole Family of God (v. 12) 

Hebrews 9:22b (ESV) “…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” 

Psalms 103:12 (NKJV) “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” 

Isaiah 38:17b (NKJV) “…for You have cast all my sins behind Your back.” 
 
 

B. A Word to Those Who Are Spiritual Infants (v. 13c) 

2 Peter 3:18a (NKJV) “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  
 
 

C. A Word to Those Who Are Spiritual Young Adults (vv. 13b, 14b) 
 
 
D. A Word to Those Who Are Spiritual Fathers (vv. 13a, 14a) 

Philippians 3:10a (NKJV) “that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death.” 

 
 
 
 

II.      The Menace to the Family of God (vv. 15-17) 
 

John 17:14-16 (NKJV) “14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, 
just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them 
from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.” 
 
 
The world is an organized system of ideas and values that is energized by Satan and leaves out God and His Word. 



A. The World Is Testing Us (v. 15) 
 

The World                                                                       The Word 
The focus is on me.                                                         The Focus is on God. 
Make as much money as possible.                                  Give as much money away as possible. 
Live comfortably.                                                             Obey God, which is usually uncomfortable. 
Make a name for yourself.                                               Make His name great. 
Teach your children to love themselves.                          Teach your children to love God. 
Serve others when you feel like it.                                   Be a servant at all times. 
Stay married when your spouse meets your needs.        Serve your spouse and choose to love him or her. 
We must earn acceptance from God by works.              Our acceptance is in Christ. 

 
 
 
 

B. The World Is Tempting Us (v. 16) 
 

1. The Lust of the Flesh (v. 16a) 
 

“Lust, in other words, means that instead of controlling our desires and using them as we ought to, we are 
controlled by them; they master us and they control us. There are certain desires in us that are perfectly 
legitimate; they have been given by God. Yes, but if we are governed and controlled by them and our whole 
outlook upon life is circumscribed by these things, then we are guilty of lust; that is the meaning of the word.”  
                                                                                                                                           �Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 
 

2. The Lust of the Eyes (v. 16b) 
 
 
 
3. The Pride of Life (v. 16c) 

Genesis 3:6 (NKJV) “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with 
her, and he ate.” 

 
 
 
 

C. The World Is Temporary (v. 17) 

1 Corinthians 7:31b (ESV) “For the present form of this world is passing away.” 
 

“Worldliness is having living affection for dying things.”                                                                                �John Owen 
 

Revelation 11:15b (NKJV) “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and 
He shall reign forever and ever!” 

Colossians 3:2 (NKJV) “Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

2 Timothy 4:10a (NKJV) “for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world…”   
 
         

 
 



FIRST BAPTIST POWELL, 7-12-15 AM 
“THE CHURCH AS A FAMILY” 

1 JOHN 2:12-17 
# 5 in Series, “Absolute Assurance” 

 
   In my opinion, one of the most helpful ways to think about the church is to think about it as a family. 
Certainly if you have been a believer very long, you realize that there is bond between true believers that 
is stronger than the bond between physical brothers and sisters where one or both are not believers. As 
your entrance into a physical family begins with your birth, even so your entrance into the family of God 
begins with a new birth. There are many references in the New Testament to the church as a family. God 
is called our Father; male Christians are called “brother” and female Christians are called “sister”. We 
read in Ephesians 2:19 (NKJV) “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God”. Ephesians 3:14-15 (NIV) “14 For this 
reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.” 
1 Timothy 3:15 (NIV) “if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's 
household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” In 1 John, John 
uses the family term “my little children” 7 times. Many of the dynamics that we see in a biological family 
are operative in the family of God. There is a love, concern, protection, caring for needs, discipline, 
feelings getting hurt, constant forgiveness, care when sick, and on and on. As those things happen in a 
human family, they also happen in the church and as the world sees the church operating as a family it 
serves to draw others in wanting to experience that sense of family. In 1970, the Gaithers’ wrote a little 
chorus (before choruses were cool) entitled, “The Family of God”.  
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God- 
I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 
For I’m part of the family, the family of God. 
   In the first three verses of the passage that we are dealing with today, we are going to see levels of 
spiritual maturity in the church just as we see levels of maturity in the family. In the last three verses, we 
are going to see why it is so vital that the church matures in the Lord here in this world system that leaves 
the Lord out of their thinking and their determination of values.  
 
I.       Maturity in the Family of God (V12-14) 
   Where are you in maturity in the family of God? How do we grow in God’s family?  
A.   A Word of Encouragement to the Whole Family of God (V12) 
   The Greek word translated “little children” in verse 12 is different from the word translated “little 
children” in verse 13. The word here in verse 12 literally means “born ones”. It is speaking to all who are 
in God’s family. Every child of God has this in common – our sins have been forgiven. Don’t just quickly 
pass over that. The word translated “forgiven” means “sent away”. We have several pictures of 
forgiveness in the Old Testament. My favorite picture of forgiveness is the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 
16). The Day of Atonement involved bringing two sacrificial animals (goats) without spot or blemish to 
the High priest. One of the animals would have its jugular vein cut and the blood of this sacrifice would 
be taken by the High Priest into the Holy of Holies behind the veil (where only the High Priest was 
allowed to go once a year on the Day of Atonement). In the Holy of Holies, the High Priest would 
sprinkle the blood of the sacrificial animal on the covering of the Ark of the Covenant (called “the Mercy 
Seat). The Ark contained the tablets of the law that God had given to Moses on Mount Sinai. We looked 
at the symbolism of this two weeks ago. The people had broken God’s law and as Hebrews 9:22b (ESV) 
says, “…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” We saw in our study of 1 John 2:2 
that this is a tremendous picture of the “propitiation” of Christ’s shed blood on Calvary’s cross satisfy the 
wrath of God for our sins. However, on the Day of Atonement, there was another thing that the High 
Priest did. He would then take the second animal (a goat) and place his hands on the head of the goat and 



confess the sins of the people. This goat that the Bible calls “the scapegoat” would then be led out into the 
wilderness so far that he would never return. Do you see how this so vividly pictures forgiveness? We 
have broken God’s law and there is no amount of self sacrifice and obedient living that can atone, satisfy 
the debt that we owe. Jesus shed His royal blood on a rugged cross and propitiated, atoned, satisfied the 
wrath of a holy God. All who would repent and savingly believe on Christ would be forgiven – have their 
sins sent away just as the scapegoat was sent out into the wilderness never to return. In the Old Testament 
we are given some other pictures of that forgiveness. In Psalms 103:12 (NKJV) “As far as the east is 
from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” Because we have a north and a south 
pole, we can measure the distance between the north and the south, but we cannot measure the distance 
between the east and the west. It is an infinite distance. We see another illustration in Isaiah 38:17b 
(NKJV) “For You have cast all my sins behind Your back.” That symbolizes the fact that our sins are 
sent away so that God can no longer see them.  
   What could possibly be the reason that God would lavish such forgiveness on sinners like me? In verse 
12 we are told that it is “for His name’s sake.” The NIV says “on account of His name”. In other words, 
there is no worthiness or merit or potential in us to deserve this lavish forgiveness. It is “for His name’s 
sake”. In the Scriptures, a person’s name speaks of all that they are – their attributes and qualities. Is John 
referring to God the Father’s name’s sake or God the Son’s name’s sake? The answer is “yes”. A case 
could be made for either, but likely John is referring to the Father’s Name’s sake. That was a common 
phrase in the Old Testament that referred to God’s glory. Our forgiveness is not primarily about us; it is 
about God! It is about God and His glory. God’s glory – His mercy, His love, and His compassion is put 
on display when He saves a sinner worthy of nothing but wrath. When we see the price that God the Son 
paid in the shedding of His own blood, we see the holiness, the justice, the wrath of God that was poured 
out on His Son. He has forgiven us for His name’s sake – for His glory. All throughout eternity, the 
presence of those who were sinners who have been forgiven because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ 
will magnify the marvelous perfections of our God and His Son. 
B.   A Word to Those Who Are Spiritual Infants (V13c) 
   I am taking these verses a little out of order to help us see the progression in spiritual maturity. The 
Greek word translated “little children” in verse 13 is a different word from the one used in verse 12. The 
word used here in verse 13 speaks of an infant or an immature one still under the parent’s instruction. 
What is it these spiritual infants know? They know the Father! That’s about all that they know. On the 
positive side, they tend to accept whatever they are taught. On the negative side, they tend to accept 
whatever they are taught. They must be discipled quickly so that as 2 Peter 3:18a (NKJV) says, they can 
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” They need maturity so that they 
are not taken in by false teaching. That explains why our Elders are very concerned with what is being 
taught in the church. These new believers – spiritual little children – are refreshing to be around because 
they are like spiritual sponges soaking everything up, but they can be high maintenance. This explains 
why every church must learn to be proficient in spiritual pediatrics.  
C.   A Word to Those Who Are Spiritual Young Adults (V13b, 14b) 
   In John’s analogy, he is comparing those who have grown in the Lord to spiritual young men. Maternity 
wings in the hospital are not designed to be nursing homes for the elderly who never grew up. It would be 
strange to go into the maternity ward of the hospital and find a nurse rocking a 45 year old with his thumb 
in his mouth. As the spiritual infants take in the Word and are discipled, they grow into what John calls, 
“young men”.  John gives us two things that characterize the young men. First, they have overcome the 
wicked one (V13b, 14b). The reason for their victory is that the Word of God abides in them (V14b). The 
word translated “overcome” in both verse 13 and 14 is nikao, the word Nike comes from. The tense of the 
word translated “overcome” is the perfect tense which speaks of something that has happened in the past 
with results in the present and results continuing into the future. The fact is that you have overcome the 
“wicked one” as far as his enslavement and power over you when you became a Christian. Our task is to 
reckon on the truth of our freedom from slavery to sin through Christ Jesus and His shed blood.  
D.   A Word to Those Who Are Spiritual Fathers (V13a; 14a) 



   The fathers are those who have been a Christian for a good deal of time and they have great knowledge 
of the truth. They have experienced the overcoming of the wicked one, and most importantly they have 
great experience in knowing and walking with God. A spiritual father has a history with God. The little 
children have come to know the Father, but it is a shallow knowledge. A father has deepened in that 
knowledge over time. This “knowing” is the knowing that Paul spoke of close to the end of his life when 
he said in Philippians 3:10 (NKJV) “that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the 
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death”. One of the key factors in spiritual maturity is 
time. Time alone does not bring maturity, but there are no spiritual fathers who are recent converts. There 
is no shortcut to spiritual maturity. It is as we go through painful and pleasant things in life and apply the 
unchanging Word of God to each situation (especially the painful ones) that we “grow in the grace and 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.” 
   I hope that you are able to discern about yourself whether you are spiritually a little child, a young man, 
or a father. It is a steady diet of the Word of God that enables the spiritual little child to mature into a 
spiritual young man. It is the Word of God taken in and applied that enables the spiritual young man to 
become a spiritual father. There is no “arriving” at spiritual maturity. Even the spiritual fathers like the 
Apostle Paul are continually desiring to know him more deeply by knowing the power of His resurrection 
and the fellowship of His suffering (Philippians 3:10). 
 
II.      The Menace to the Family of God (V15-17) 
   In verse 15, John transitions into one of Satan’s most used tactics in stopping growth in the family of 
God. That tactic is to entice us to love the world. Before we deal with the details of this menace to the 
household of God, we need to be sure that we understand what John is talking about when he talks about 
the “world” in this negative sense that he speaks of it in V15-17. The clearest passage in Scripture dealing 
with the world is in the Gospel of John 17:14-16 (NKJV) On the night before He was crucified, Jesus 
prayed to the Father. He prayed, “14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because 
they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that You should take them out of 
the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world.” To summarize, Jesus prayed that while we are left here in the world on mission for Him, 
that we would not be of the world (conformed to the world). While we are here in the world, Jesus prayed 
that we would be kept from the god of this world, “the evil one” who is Satan.  
   There are many places on the planet today where the greatest challenge believers face is persecution 
from the world. In the United States however, the greatest challenge Christians face right now (though 
this may soon change) is not persecution by the world; it is seduction by the world. The world lures us, 
seduces us into its web. Unless you are diligent to obey the text in 1 John 2:15-17, you will be seduced by 
this world and its values and thus be rendered unusable by God in the mission He sent you here to 
accomplish.  
   Before we go on, let’s make sure that we understand exactly what the Scriptures mean when they speak 
of the world in this negative sense. In my files, I have so many quotes from great Bible scholars and so 
many definitions people have come up with that I could inundate you, but I want to try to make it as 
simple as possible. Here is my simple definition of the world as it is used in John 2:15-17. The world is 
an organized system of ideas and values that is energized by Satan and leaves out God and His 
Word. In addition to leaving out God and His Word, the world also contradicts the Word of God. Let’s 
look at this menace to God’s to the family of God called ‘the world”. 
A.   The World Is Testing Us (V15) 
   A person loves the world when he accepts and orders his life around the world’s ideas and values that 
leave God out. Understand that the Word of God and the world are incompatible at every turn; the world 
and the Word of God are in constant opposition to each other. Dr. Danny Aiken (and some I have added) 
gives us a great contrast between the word of God and the world’s values: 
The World                                                                   The Word 
The focus is on me                                                      The Focus is on God 



Make as much money as possible                               Give as much money away as possible 
Live comfortably                                                         Obey God which is usually uncomfortable 
Make a name for yourself                                            Make His name great 
Teach your children to love themselves                      Teach your children to love God 
Serve others when you feel like it                                Be a servant at all times 
Stay married when your spouse meets your needs       Serve your spouse and choose to love him or her 
We must earn acceptance from God by works             Our acceptance is in Christ 
 
   I could take hours and continue with the contrasts between the world and the Word of God. We love the 
world when we buy in to the world’s values thus automatically reject the values of the Word of God. 
There is no blending of the two. God uses the world to test us as to whether our salvation is real. If loving 
the world and its values is the pattern of our lives, it evidences the fact that we are not truly one of God’s 
children.  
B.   The World Is Tempting Us (V16)  
   The world often tempts us to satisfy natural appetites in forbidden ways. The world’s temptations fall 
into three categories.  
1.   The Lust of the Flesh (V16a) 
   Lust is an inordinate affection or desire. It does not always have a negative connotation. Perhaps a better 
translation of this Greek word translated “lust” would be “crave”. When this word is used in the negative 
sense as it is here, it is a desire that may be legitimate under God’s guidelines and protections, but that 
desire begins to control us. The world and a worldly person are controlled by sensual desires. It may be 
food, sex, alcohol, drugs – anything connected with the body. Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones describes lust like 
this: “Lust, in other words, means that instead of controlling our desires and using them as we ought to, 
we are controlled by them; they master us and they control us. There are certain desires in us that are 
perfectly legitimate, they have been given by God. Yes, but if we are governed and controlled by them 
and our whole outlook upon life is circumscribed by these things, then we are guilty of lust; that is the 
meaning of the word” [Martyn Lloyd-Jones, “Life in Christ, Studies in 1 John”, Pages 216-217].  
2.  The Lust of the Eyes (V16b) 
   Whereas the lust of the flesh is an inordinate consuming desire to fulfill a bodily desire, the lust of the 
eyes is an inordinate consuming desire to have what we see. While the lust of the flesh appeals to the 
body, the lust of the eyes appeals to the mind. So much of what we think about comes through the eye 
gate. The lust of the eyes includes craving for clothes we see, houses and cars we see, or fame and honor 
that we see in others. The lust of the eyes makes us constantly discontent with what we have and always 
craving more.  
3.   The Pride of Life (V16c) 
   This is a pride in myself that usually comes from comparing myself with others. It is living to impress 
others. It is putting on a show for others. It is being consumed with how others see me and what they 
think of me.  
   Satan has always used these three things to pull mankind down. Genesis 3:6 (NKJV) “So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food [lust of the flesh], that it was pleasant to the eyes [lust of the 
eyes], and a tree desirable to make one wise [the pride of life], she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave 
to her husband with her, and he ate.” Satan used the same tactics with Jesus in Matthew 4:1-10. There was 
the temptation to turn stones into bread (the lust of the flesh), the temptation to attain all the kingdoms of 
this world (the lust of the eyes), and to jump off the temple and show God’s miraculous protection – to 
put on a show (the pride of life). He still tries to entice God’s people with the same tactics. Our victory 
comes as Jesus’ victory came – from being filled with and controlled by the Word of God. 
C.   The World Is Temporary (V17) 
   The world is a goner! 1 Corinthians 7:31b (ESV) “For the present form of this world is passing away.” 
The Puritan John Owen described worldliness as having living affection for dying things. One day 
the whole world system with all of its values and lusts and pride is coming crashing down. I think that is 



what is described in Revelation 18. Oh how foolish to be consumed with our body and its desires because 
soon our body will die. How foolish to love houses and cars and clothes because soon they will be torn 
down, in the junk yard and rotted or rusted. How foolish to seek position and honors. In 100 years or 
actually much less, you will be dead and gone and nobody will even remember the honors you achieved. 
Christians, how can we love things like that? Heaven is eternal. We are told of a time in the future in 
Revelation 11:15b (NKJV) when "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" The world is passing away; Heaven is forever! 
Colossians 3:2 (NKJV) “Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

CONCLUSION 
   The Church is indeed is very much like a family. How is your maturity? How well are you 
dealing with the menace of this world system? 


