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Message #19                  Matthew 6:9-15 

 

As we come to this portion of Scripture, we come to perhaps the most famous prayer in the entire 

Bible and undoubtedly the most misunderstood prayer in the entire Bible. 

 

For example, Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, who wrote perhaps the greatest single volume commentary  

on the book of Matthew, says that when he was growing up in the Lutheran denomination, this 

prayer was vainly repeated in sickness, in pain, in danger and in severe storms as if the words 

had some “miraculous power” to deliver and bring blessing as no other words would (p. 139).  

This prayer continues to be ritualistically cited in Roman and Greek churches, in Reformed and 

Lutheran churches and it is often cited at the burial of a dead person, the sprinkling of infants, at 

the Lord’s Supper, at ordinations and just simply for congregational repetitions.  This kind of 

thing is exactly the opposite of what this prayer teaches. 

 

What may shock some people is that nowhere in Scripture is this prayer called the Lord’s 

Prayer.  Truth is if any prayer should be called the Lord’s Prayer, in our dispensation, it should 

be John 17.  There is no evidence when the early church was beginning in Acts that they 

repeated this so-called “Lord’s Prayer.”  There is no hint that the early church used this prayer in 

public readings. 

 

This prayer is a prayer that was to be a model prior to the reception of the Holy Spirit.  These 

were Jewish believers who did not have the Holy Spirit in them.  There would come a day when 

Jesus would teach these disciples about a new powerful way to pray (John 16:24-27), but when 

He was here on earth presenting the Kingdom to Israel, this was to be the manner in which these 

Jewish disciples were to structure their prayer. 

 

When we read John 16:24-27, two points become very clear: 1) These disciples had prayed; 

2) These disciples had not prayed in Christ’s name.  What this means is that the disciples used 

the formula of what we call the “Lord’s Prayer,” but that formula did not include Christ’s name.  

John 16:26 makes it clear that “in that day”–in the day the Holy Spirit would indwell God’s 

people–there would be a new way to pray–ask God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

THE KING TEACHES HIS JEWISH DISCIPLES NOT TO BE  PHARAISICAL  IN 

THEIR PRAYERS AND HE TEACHES THEM HOW TO PRAY IN VIEW OF THEIR 

COMING KINGDOM. 

 

This is a Jewish prayer.  It anticipates a king and a kingdom.  The King was physically here on 

earth when He taught His disciples this prayer. 

 

PHRASE #1 – “Our  Father  who art in heaven.”  6:9a 

 

This particular point emphasizes the fact that the disciples still needed to address God the Father 

in heaven, even though God the Son was physically on earth. 
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PHRASE #2 – “ Hallowed  be Thy name.”  6:9b 

 

The word “hallowed” is one that carries with it the idea of “majestic holiness.”  One who prays 

needs to stand in awe of the God to whom he is praying. 

 

PHRASE #3 – “Thy  Kingdom  come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  6:10 

 

The petition is for God to permit the Messianic Kingdom to be established on earth and for God 

to work out His Kingdom will on earth as He presently works out His will in heaven.  Now in 

this age we do not prayer this prayer.  Our prayer is for the Lord Jesus Christ to come–“even so 

come Lord Jesus.” 

 

PHRASE #4 – “Give us this day our daily  bread .”  6:11 

 

During the Tribulation period, Jews will literally pray this prayer.  They will not be able to buy 

or sell and, therefore will ask God to supply food for the day. 

 

PHRASE #5 – “Forgive us our debts as we also have  forgiven  our debtors.”  6:12, 14-15 

 

Our forgiveness in this dispensation does not depend on how we forgive others.  In fact,  

Eph. 4:32 makes it clear that we forgive not to be forgiven; we forgive because we have already 

been forgiven.  Now this statement by Jesus Christ is the only one in this prayer which carries a 

footnote explanation (6:14-15). 

 

PHRASE #6 – “Do not lead us into  temptation , but deliver us from evil.”  6:13 

 

Now God cannot tempt anyone to do evil.  The point of the Greek is that when one is tempted, 

God will not let him be overtaken by the temptation.  Jesus is teaching His disciples the impor-

tance of prayer in not succumbing to temptations of the evil one.  Every Greek manuscript reads: 

“deliver us from the one who is evil” or “from the evil one.”  This prayer will be made during the 

Tribulation when the Kingdom people will need deliverance from the Antichrist.  The key 

temptation during the Tribulation will be to take the mark of the Beast and be condemned. 

 

This prayer was given to the disciples before they received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Prayer is not to be dead; it is to be alive.  The key to prayer is not public repetition; it is private 

devotion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


