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Prayer 

Introduction (to 9:35) 

For today 
● 6 - 12 Overview 

 
 

  



 

Is 6 - 12 Overview 

Context 

● Is 1-37 The coming King: Who is the ruler of history? 

Structure  (following Motyer’s outline):  

● Prophets saw Israel as one people even though they were two nations. 

● Ch 6 & 12 form an inclusio.   

● Ch 7-11 contain parallel sections addressed to Judah and to Israel. 

● Ch 10 is Isaiah’s view of history: Yahweh is the Lord of history 

 

Isaiah’s Atonement and Commission 6:1-13     

6:1-4 Vision 

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of 

his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim….3 And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;   the whole earth is full of his glory!” ... 

● Dying kingdom...living LORD. 

● Picture of sovereignty and holiness. 

 

6:5 Conviction 

And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 

of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”  

● Woe is me.  Cry of despair.   

● Unclean lips: Conviction of sin.  Cannot praise God as he should 

 

6:6-7 Atonement 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 

taken away, and your sin atoned for.”  

● Isaiah helpless.  

● God takes the initiative. 

● Guilt is taken away.  Declared righteous. 

● Sin atoned for.  Not ignored. 

 

6:8 Call and response 

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here 

I am! Send me.”  

● A work prepared for Isaiah. 

● Response of faith. 

 

 

  



 

6:9-10 Mission and outcome 

And he said, “Go, ... 10  Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; 

lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be 

healed.”  

 

● Mission: to go and proclaim the word of God 

● Outcome: to harden his hearers. 

 

6:11-13 Prophet’s concern 

Then I said, “How long, O Lord?”   And he said: “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses 

without people, and the land is a desolate waste, ... 13  And though a tenth remain in it, it will be burned 

again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains when it is felled.”   The holy seed is its stump. 

● How long?  Isaiah concerned for his people. 

● Burned again.  Judgment and judgment again, 

● Stump.  Believing remnant from whom would come the Messiah. 

 

Darkness and Light in Judah 7:1 – 9:7     

Judah’s Moment of Decision 7:1-12     

7:1-2 Attack 

In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the 

son of Remaliah the king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not yet mount 

an attack against it. 2 When the house of David was told, “Syria is in league with Ephraim,” the heart of 

Ahaz and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake before the wind. 

● Syria & Israel allied, attacking young king Ahaz. 

 

7:3-9 Isaiah speaks to Ahaz 

And the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, ...4 And say to him, ‘Be careful, be quiet, do not fear, 

and do not let your heart be faint because of these two smoldering stumps of firebrands, at the fierce 

anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of Remaliah. ...7 thus says the Lord God:  “ ‘It shall not stand, and it 

shall not come to pass.  8  For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin.  And 

within sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered from being a people. 9  And the head of Ephraim is 

Samaria, and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm 

at all.’ ” 

● Isaiah sent to Ahaz with the word of the LORD 

○ Do not fear Syria & Ephraim. 

○ Their plans shall not come to pass. 

○ In 65 yr Ephraim will no longer be a nation. 

○ Their kings are mere men.  

○ Be firm in faith. 

● Crisis of faith: would Judah depend on the LORD? 

 



7:10-12 God speaks to Ahaz 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 

● God takes the initiative to speak to Ahaz a second time. 

● False piety. Ahaz refuses to trust in the LORD. 

● Rather Ahaz trusted in the king of Assyria 

○ 2Ki 16:7-8  So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, "I am your 

servant and your son. Come up and rescue me from the hand of the king of Syria and 

from the hand of the king of Israel, who are attacking me."  (8)  Ahaz also took the silver 

and gold that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasures of the king's 

house and sent a present to the king of Assyria. 

 

Divine Judgement 7:13 – 8:8     

7:13-16 The sign 

And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God 

also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil 

and choose the good. 16 For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 

whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 

● Near fulfillment: A sign apparent to Ahaz. 

○ Various views 

● Future fulfillment: Virgin birth. 

○ Mat 1:20-23  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, 

for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  (21)  She will bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins."  (22)  All this 

took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  (23)  "Behold, the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel" (which means, 

God with us). 

 

7:17-20 Invasion by Assyria 

The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's house such days as have not 

come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria." 

● God bringing Assyria. 

● V18-19 picture of an insect swarm. 

● V20 picture of clean shaving. 

 

 

  



 

7:21-25 Devastation 

... everyone who is left in the land will eat curds and honey.  (23)  In that day every place where there 

used to be a thousand vines, worth a thousand shekels of silver, will become briers and thorns.  ... they 

will become a place where cattle are let loose and where sheep tread. 

● Curds and honey: Only the poorest remain. 

● Briars and thorns: A wasteland. 

 

8:1-8 Proclamation of coming destruction 

Then the LORD said to me, "Take a large tablet and write on it in common characters, 'Belonging to 

Maher-shalal-hash-baz.'  ... (3)  And I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son. Then 

the LORD said to me, "Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz;  ... (5)  The LORD spoke to me again:  (6)  

"Because this people has refused the waters of Shiloah that flow gently, and rejoice over Rezin and the 

son of Remaliah,  (7)  therefore, behold, the Lord is bringing up against them the waters of the River, 

mighty and many, the king of Assyria and all his glory. And it will rise over all its channels and go over all 

its banks,  (8)  and it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass on, reaching even to the neck, 

and its outspread wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel." 

● Three signs of the coming destruction of Judah 

● (1) Public posting of the message: Hastening is the booty; speeding is the prey. 

● (2) Isaiah’s son named with the message 

● (3) Prophetic illustration 

○ Gentle waters refused, so there will be a flood 

○ All Judah will be filled with the Assyrian army. 

 

A Believing Remnant Amid An Unbelieving People 8:9-22     

8:9-10 Warning to the nations  

Be broken, you peoples, and be shattered; give ear, all you far countries; strap on your armor and be 

shattered; strap on your armor and be shattered.  (10)  Take counsel together, but it will come to 

nothing; speak a word, but it will not stand, for God is with us. 

● The nations gather for war against God’s people. 

● Their plans come to nothing. 

 

 

  



 

8:11-20a Exhortation to the believing remnant  

● V11-13 Call to fear the LORD 

For the LORD spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me not to walk in the 

way of this people, saying:  (12)  "Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and 

do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread.  (13)  But the LORD of hosts, him you shall honor as 

holy. Let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.   

 

● V14-15 Many will stumble 

(14)  And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to both 

houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  (15)  And many shall 

stumble on it. They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken."   

 

● V16-18 Call to wait for the LORD 

(16)  Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching among my disciples.  (17)  I will wait for the LORD, 

who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him.  (18)  Behold, I and the 

children whom the LORD has given me are signs and portents in Israel from the LORD of hosts, 

who dwells on Mount Zion.   

 

● V19-20a Call to trust in the word of God 

(19)  And when they say to you, "Inquire of the mediums and the necromancers who chirp and 

mutter," should not a people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of 

the living?  (20)  To the teaching and to the testimony!  

 

8:20b-22 Warning against unbelief  

If they will not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn.  (21)  They will pass 

through the land, greatly distressed and hungry. And when they are hungry, they will be enraged and 

will speak contemptuously against their king and their God, and turn their faces upward.  (22)  And they 

will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish. And they will be thrust 

into thick darkness. 

● Warning to those who do not believe God’s word 

● No light 

● Distressed and hungry 

● Enraged and contemptuous 

● Distress, darkness. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

The Royal Hope 9:1-7     

9:1-2 Coming light 

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the 

land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, 

the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  (2)  The people who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

● In the darkness, light. 

 

9:3-5 Coming redemption 

You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;... For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for 

his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken... 

 

9:6-7 Coming King 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 

name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  (7)  Of the 

increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

● A Child will be born 

● The throne of David established forever 

 

Darkness and Light in Israel 9:8 – 11:16     

Israel’s Choice of Self-Sufficiency 9:8-10     

The Lord has sent a word against Jacob, and it will fall on Israel;  (9)  and all the people will know, 

Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria, who say in pride and in arrogance of heart:  (10)  "The bricks 

have fallen, but we will build with dressed stones; the sycamores have been cut down, but we will put 

cedars in their place." 

● V9 Pride and arrogance. 

● V10 Self-sufficiency 

 

 

  



 

Four Consequences 9:11 – 10:4     

Four consequences, each ended by the same phrase in 9:12,17,21; 10:4 

● “For all this his anger has not turned away, and his hand is stretched out still. 

 

9:11-12 Adversaries raised up. 

Isa 9:11-21  But the LORD raises the adversaries of Rezin against him, and stirs up his enemies.  (12)  The 

Syrians on the east and the Philistines on the west devour Israel with open mouth. … 

 

9:13-17 Society collapses 

(14)  So the LORD cut off from Israel head and tail, palm branch and reed in one day— (15)  the elder 

and honored man is the head, and the prophet who teaches lies is the tail;  ...(17)  Therefore the Lord 

does not rejoice over their young men, and has no compassion on their fatherless and widows;...   

● Leaders and prophets removed 

● Young men removed 

● No compassion on the helpless 

 

v 18-21 Strife between people and nations 

For wickedness burns like a fire; ... and the people are like fuel for the fire; no one spares another.  (20)  

They slice meat on the right, but are still hungry, and they devour on the left, but are not satisfied; each 

devours the flesh of his own arm,  (21)  Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim devours Manasseh; 

together they are against Judah.  

● People and nations devouring one another. 

 

10:1-4 Injustice 

● V1-2 Unjust judges 

Isa 10:1-4  Woe to those who decree iniquitous decrees, and the writers who keep writing 

oppression,  (2)  to turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their 

right, that widows may be their spoil, and that they may make the fatherless their prey!  (3)  

What will you do on the day of punishment,   

 

● V3-4 Summary warning that applies to all the consequences. 

(3) What will you do on the day of punishment, in the ruin that will come from afar? To whom 

will you flee for help, and where will you leave your wealth?  (4)  Nothing remains but to crouch 

among the prisoners or fall among the slain.  

 

 

  



 

Interlude: Woe to Assyria (Isaiah’s view of history) 10:5-19     

10:5-6 God’s purpose. 

Ah, Assyria, the rod of my anger; the staff in their hands is my fury!  (6)  Against a godless nation I send 

him, and against the people of my wrath I command him, to take spoil and seize plunder, and to tread 

them down like the mire of the streets.   

● God speaking. 

● Godless nation...people of My wrath:  Judah. 

● God is sending Assyria against His people. 

 

10:7-11 Assyria’s purpose. 

But he does not so intend, and his heart does not so think; but it is in his heart to destroy, and to cut off 

nations not a few;  (8)  for he says: "Are not my commanders all kings?  ... (10)  As my hand has reached 

to the kingdoms of the idols, whose carved images were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria,  

(11)  shall I not do to Jerusalem and her idols as I have done to Samaria and her images?" 

●  Assyria’s intent is conquest and destruction.  

 

10:12 God will punish Assyria. 

When the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, he will punish the speech of 

the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful look in his eyes. 

● God is sovereign. 

● When He is finished punishing Judah, He will punish Assyria.  

 

10:13-14 Assyria’s view: self-pride. 

For he says: "By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, for I have understanding; I 

remove the boundaries of peoples, and plunder their treasures; like a bull I bring down those who sit on 

thrones.  (14)  My hand has found like a nest the wealth of the peoples; and as one gathers eggs that 

have been forsaken, so I have gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved a wing or opened 

the mouth or chirped."  

●  The king of Assyria thinks that by his strength he has conquered. 

 

10:15 God’s view: Assyria is merely a tool. 

Shall the axe boast over him who hews with it, or the saw magnify itself against him who wields it? As if 

a rod should wield him who lifts it, or as if a staff should lift him who is not wood!   

● Assyria only a tool in God’s hands 

 

 

  



 

10:16-19 Judgment on Assyria. 

Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts will send wasting sickness among his stout warriors, and under his 

glory a burning will be kindled, like the burning of fire.  (17)  The light of Israel will become a fire, and his 

Holy One a flame, and it will burn and devour his thorns and briers in one day.  (18)  The glory of his 

forest and of his fruitful land the LORD will destroy, both soul and body, and it will be as when a sick 

man wastes away.  (19)  The remnant of the trees of his forest will be so few that a child can write them 

down. 

● Assyria to be brought down to nothing. 

● Fulfilled in Isa 37:36-37  And the angel of the LORD went out and struck down 185,000 in the 

camp of the Assyrians. And when people arose early in the morning, behold, these were all dead 

bodies.  (37)  Then Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and returned home and lived at 

Nineveh. 

 

A Believing Remnant Preserved 10:20-34     

10:20-23 The believing remnant 

In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no more lean on him who 

struck them, but will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.  (21)  A remnant will return, the 

remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God... 

 

10:24-27 Do not fear Assyria. 

Therefore thus says the Lord GOD of hosts: "O my people, who dwell in Zion, be not afraid of the 

Assyrians when they strike with the rod and lift up their staff against you as the Egyptians did.  (25)  For 

in a very little while my fury will come to an end, and my anger will be directed to their destruction.  ... 

 

10:28-32 Assyria will invade Judah; be stopped at Jerusalem. 

He has come to Aiath; ...he has passed through Migron; at Michmash he stores his baggage;  ...(32)  This 

very day he will halt at Nob; he will shake his fist at the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of 

Jerusalem.   

● Describes the route of the Assyrian army. 

● Comes to Jerusalem but cannot enter.  Shakes his fist in anger and frustration. 

 

10:33-34 Mighty Assyria will be brought down. 

Behold, the Lord GOD of hosts will lop the boughs with terrifying power; the great in height will be hewn 

down, and the lofty will be brought low.  (34)  He will cut down the thickets of the forest with an axe, 

and Lebanon will fall by the Majestic One. 

 

 

 

  



 

The Coming King 11:1-16     

11:1-5 The coming King. 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  (2)  

And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 

counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  (3)  And his delight shall be in the 

fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear,  (4)  

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he 

shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  

(5)  Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.   

 

11:6-9 The coming reign of peace, based on the knowledge of the LORD. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and 

the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them.  ...  (9)  They shall not hurt or 

destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 

cover the sea.   

 

11:10 Ruler for all nations 

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations 

inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.   

 

11:11-12 Gathering of Israel 

In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains of his 

people, ... (12)  He will raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, and gather 

the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.   

 

11:13 Two kingdoms united 

The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart, and those who harass Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not be 

jealous of Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.   

 

11:14 Israel victorious 

But they shall swoop down on the shoulder of the Philistines in the west, and together they shall 

plunder the people of the east.  

 

11:15-16 Highways for God’s people 

...(16) And there will be a highway from Assyria for the remnant that remains of his people, as there was 

for Israel when they came up from the land of Egypt. 

 

 

  



 

Individual and Community Salvation, Praise, and Thanks 12:1-6    

You will say in that day: "I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me, your 

anger turned away, that you might comfort me.  (2)  "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will 

not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation."  (3)  

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. (4)  And you will say in that day: "Give thanks 

to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is 

exalted.  (5)  "Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the 

earth.  (6)  Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel." 

● Based on Isaiah’s own experience in Is 6. 

● Note the emotions 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Worship (to 10:15) 

1. We will break into three groups to discuss today’s passage.  Here are the topics: 
a. The failed monarchies and the coming King  

i. Ahaz: fearful. Is 7 
ii. The Child: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. Is 9:1-7 
iii. Israel: proud and self-sufficient. Is 9:8-10 
iv. The Branch: the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon HIm. Is 11:1-16 

b. Atonement and response 
i. Is 6 atonement 

ii. Is 12 praise and thanks 
c. The Lord of history Is 10 

2. Join the group with the topic that seems most significant.  Must be at least three people in each 
group.  Select one person to scribe. 

2. In your group, discuss your passage and identify  
● Something about God that you see in the passage 
● The effect that this view of God has upon you. 
● A way to respond to what you have seen and come to know. 

3. Each group will report to the class what they found. 

Caution: Please focus on personal effects and responses. 
● 2Co 13:5  Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves…. 

 

 

 

For next week: Overview of Is 6:1-13. 

 

Scripture quotations are from The ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publications.  Used by permission, all rights 

reserved. 

  



Structure of the Book 

 

Structure of Is 6 - 12 
 

Isaiah’s conversion and atonement (6:1-13) 

Darkness and Light in Judah (7:1 – 9:7)     
Judah’s Moment of Decision (7:1-12) 
 
Divine Judgement (7:13 – 8:8) 
 
 
 
Believing Remnant / Unbelieving People  (8:9-22) 
 
The Royal Hope (9:1-7) 

Darkness and Light in Israel 9:8 – 11:16     
Israel’s Choice of Self-Sufficiency 9:8-10  
    
Consequences 9:11 – 10:4    
  
Woe to Assyria 10:5-19   
   
A Believing Remnant Preserved 10:20-34 
 
The Coming King 11:1-16  

Salvation, Praise, and Thanksgiving (12:1-6) 

 

Is 56 - 66  
How will God’s people fulfill 
their promise? 
 
 
Is 38-55 
How will God’s people be 
redeemed from captivity? 
 
 
Is 1 - 37 
Who is the Lord of history? 
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