
The Crooked Shall Be Made STRAIGHT!
Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church July 13, 2013

Isa.40:1-5 and Luke 13:10-17

I would like to speak on, “The Crooked Shall Be Made Straight.” We made mentioned of this story last
week in one of my points on the importance of looking upwards above to heaven, that is; setting our
affection on things above and not being bowed down to this earth. Therefore I’ve decide to speak about
this woman being bowed down for 18 years and make application to the aspect of salvation.

Now before we start this is a very interesting and intriguing story because of the entire context found in
this chapter. This chapter gives considerable and abundant hope but also sets forth a severe warning that
should bring fear in the hearts of those not saved. Hope to those who are outside Christ but great fear to
those who continue to harden their hearts to the gospel. This chapter commences with the sobering words
of our Lord Jesus Christ, in verses 1-5 He sets forth the importance of repentance because He says twice,
“…except you repent ye shall all likewise perish.” Then after this in verses 6-9 He gives a parable about
the fruitless fig tree how it will be cut down, that is, if genuine conversion does not result, then doom will
follow to those who die in that condition of a false profession. After our main text in verses 10-17 at verse
18 He shares another parable about the grain of mustard seed. After that Christ is asked a poignant and
profound question at verse 23 as He went through the cities and villages teaching and as He journeyed
towards Jerusalem, He was asked, “…Lord, are there few that be saved?”

What a question to ask the Lord of Glory, to ask Immanuel which means God is with us, He who is
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, yea The Prince of Peace, He who is the
only Savior of sinners, they asked HIM, “…are there few to be saved?” What a question to ask the ONE
who is going to give His life for ransom to save poor sinners dead in trespasses and sin? Wow, what a
profound but needful question, but what amazes and dumbfounds me the most is His answer! “And He said
unto them, strive to enter in at the straight gate; for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” I
don’t say the next statement with joy but with fear and sorrow, if this does not strike fear in your hearts
then maybe hell awaits you at death, I hope not, because this answer of Christ ought to bring us to our
faces before Him. All I’m trying to do is to get you to understand that if Christ’s answer does not move you
to ask questions about your soul and salvation, then perhaps, maybe, your conscience has been seared
with a hot iron. In verses 25-27, it teaches us the vast magnitude of responsibility. Christ concludes this
chapter with reproving Herod but the blessing to this whole chapter is that: His hand is stretched out
still to sinners in great compassion and mercy.

Christ even in His hard sayings is constantly and always ready to forgive any sinner because of His Great
Longsuffering saturated in Holy compassion to save all those who come to Him believing! The sad thing
about the whole chapter is that, though Christ is ready to pardon and ready to forgive, yet these religious
Pharisees who were Christ’s opponents, instead of seeking mercy and forgiveness by turning to the Lord
in repentance and faith, hardened their hearts. After Christ healed this poor woman notice their response
in verse 14, “… the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation…” Not just opposed Christ but they were
filled with indignation that is; filled with outrage and anger. The Lord Jesus Christ bestows grace upon this
poor crippled woman and these religious folks instead of sooing Christ for mercy yet hardened their hearts
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against Him. There are still many religious folks like that in our day as there was in that synagogue. This
scene of Jesus teaching in the synagogue is probably the last time in His earthly ministry. I might be
wrong, but I believe this is the last recorded instance of Christ teaching in the synagogue.

Thus, we see that there is an essence of hope and fear mixed in this story and chapter. May God grace us
to be attentive to this story? I will use this miracle as a type of how God saves sinners, for without a doubt
the miracles of Christ were so intended. No question that this is a literal story of a physical healing which I
believe we can derive some spiritual application. Interesting that this story can be applied twofold, it can
be applied to the saved as a means of trusting God in our lives, in whatever situation we are in, to believe
that God can deliver us from any predicament as we go through trials, discouragements, sufferings and
difficulties in our lives and also to walk in an holy affection looking upwards to heaven. Secondly, it can
also be applied to the lost as a gospel message to give hope of the marvelous and power of Christ in
saving us from our sins and this is how I would like to present it to you this morning, that is, of the glorious
hope laid up for sinners. I have four things that I would like to set before you this morning:

I. Her Condition: She Was Defeated.
II. Her Conversion: She Was Delivered.
III. Her Character: She Was Delighted.
IV. Her Christ: She Was Defended.

The first thing we want to consider this morning is:

I. Her Condition: She Was Defeated.

We see this in verses 10 and 11 in our text, “And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11. And,
behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could (dunamai) in no wise lift
up herself.” As our Lord Jesus Christ was teaching in the synagogue as He was accustomed to do, there
came a woman into synagogue that had an infirmity of 18 years. It says “behold” which can be translated,
“and LOOK at this woman.” This is a very vivid part of the sentence to get our attention in order to
consider her deplorable condition. She had a very severe and pitiful physical problem. It says that she
“was bowed together.” This phrase, bowed together, is found nowhere else in the New Testament. The
writer of this gospel, Luke, was a physician and uses this particular medical term in describing the
condition of this woman. It is a medical word for curvature of the spine. An affliction she had 18 years. We
are not told how old she is only how long she had this affliction. Regardless of her age and her physical
situation she finds herself in the synagogue. Can you imagine if she had allowed her physical ailment get
in the way of going to the synagogue she would have missed the blessing. We never know when God will
condescend in mighty power in His Church. Amazing how many people will miss church for little ailment,
but if it’s something for the flesh we’ll stand in line to get it. This woman had a real excuse to stay home,
but she went to the synagogue.

A. Her Infirmity: “And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed
together…”
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Her condition had been like this for 18 years, she had a spirit of infirmity 18 years. I take the position that
she was not possessed by demons because nothing is said about a demon being cast out of her as is in
other places where we are told that the Lord Jesus cast them out. I believe she was oppressed and
afflicted by the devil but not possessed. She had an infirmity, that is, a physical ailment which made her
weak and feeble in her sickly condition. This infirmity which the devil or an evil spirit brought upon her
made it that she was bowed down together so that she could in no wise lift herself up. One writer says,
“…she was bowed together by strong convulsions, and could in no wise lift up herself; and, having been so long thus, the disease was
incurable; she could not stand erect…she was under this infirmity, by which she was much deformed, and made to look mean, and not
only so, but, as is supposed, motion was very painful to her, yet she went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day.” Another writer
says, “Evidently a demon played some part in the woman’s suffering. This meant that Jesus’ healing involved overcoming
supernatural as well as natural forces.”

According to verse 16 she was bound by Satan. The physical condition of this woman is a type and or
picture of the condition of all sinners, when we were in our lost estate and also all those presently outside
Christ, along with the awful effects of what sin does to a person. We are all born into this world in bondage
to sin, in bondage to religion and in bondage to Satan.

 Isa. 64:6 & 7 says, “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade
as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up
himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.”

 2 Tim.2:26, “And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.”

Again, we are not told how old she is, apparently she used to be physically upright and then because of
the affliction of Satan she was put in this physical infirmity where she is now bowed down. What a type of
the fall. Man was created upright according to:

 Eccl. 7:29, “Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.”
Adam was created upright, holy and without sin. Adam disobeyed and therefore he who was
created straight became crooked.

 Romans 5:12, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned.”

Therefore, all of us are born spiritually crooked, that is spiritually dead and depraved into this world. We
are born into this world bowed down. Notice:

 Ps. 38:3-6. “There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of
my sin. For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink and are
corrupt because of my foolishness.  I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long.”

 We are all born with our hearts bowed down and bound by sin and Satan. Isa.59:1-4, 6-10, 12,
“Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:  2 But your iniquities
have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.  3For your hands
are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.
 4None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth
iniquity. Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works are works of
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iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands.  7Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their
thoughts are , thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths.  8The way of peace they know not; and there is
no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace.  9Therefore
is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in
darkness.  10We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noon day as in the night;
we are in desolate places as dead men. 12 For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us:
for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them.”

In real simple terms we are born with our eyes and hearts fixed down on this earth and we have no desire,
no interest, nor strength in looking up. Ps.44:25 says, “For our soul is bowed down to the dust: our belly cleaveth
unto the earth.” There are many who are outside Christ are but religious, but they have no interest in God;
that is, in the True and Living God, no pursuit or attraction to His Bible, no interest in Church, their
affections are set and bowed on this world in all its pomp and glory. 2 Tim. 3:5 describes them to a T:
“Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” This is the condition of everyone born
into this world, thus the need for God to come into your life, or else you will live this life continually being
spiritually bowed down to this earth. You might not consider it now, but the split second you die without
Christ and wind up in hell you will, but then it will be too late.

We all came from the dust and this is why we continually have our fixation and our affection bowed down
to the dust. Everyone is born into this world with this condition and with this spiritual infirmity. Notice how
we are bowed to this earth in Eph. 2:1-3. “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in
time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in
the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires
of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.” We can look at this woman here in
Luke 13 in her severe pitiful physical condition, but have you ever looked at the severe spiritual condition
of your own heart? Have you ever seen your spiritual infirmity? If you are outside Christ this morning you
are completely bowed altogether in your heart. In other words your heart is totally crooked, yea depraved,
bowed down solely and only to this world! We have seen her infirmity, but let us also consider her
impotence.

B. Her Impotence: “…and could in no wise lift up herself.”

We clearly see in this story that this woman was helpless and hopeless. She was bent double and could
not straighten herself up at all. She could in no wise lift up herself. She was totally weak and impotent or
as the Scriptures say in Romans 5:6, “…without strength…” Again, Isaiah 64:7, “And there is none that calleth upon
thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee…” Interesting that the Greek word for ‘could’ in our text is
‘Dunamai’ which means to be able to, or to have power as a matter of fact the same Greek word is used in
Romans 8:7 & 8, “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8
So then they that are in the flesh cannot [Here’s the same Greek word, have no power] please God.” This woman had no
power of her own to life herself up, nor do we have any power to lift ourselves up to God. Jer.10:23 says,
“O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.” We are all born into this
world bowed down altogether in our sins and none of us can lift ourselves up towards or before God. She
could have willed all she wanted; she could have made as many decisions as she wanted and she could
have walk that isle a thousand times over and recite the sinner’s prayer and still could not be straightened
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up. It’s not in religion, in any denomination nor is it in any religious duty or work, but only in the POWER of
a Sovereign Omnipotent God!
All of us are born into this world sinful and separated from God and in desperate need of a spiritual
physician which is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ! If you are outside Christ this morning, you have
no power to life ourselves up to; you have no power to meet Him halfway; you have no power to please
Him; you have no power of your own, I hope this convicts your heart that you have no power to be saved
on your own this is why we need God and must look to Him alone because GOD has all the POWER for
SALVATION! John 1:12. We are all born into this world with a spiritual infirmity and completely impotent.
Thus, the tremendous need of a Deliverer and a Savior! Ps.72:12-14, “For he shall deliver the needy when he
crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper. He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy. He shall
redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and precious shall their blood be in his sight.” Our text in Isa.40:1-5 is quoted by
Luke in Luke 3:2-6, “Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the
wilderness. And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; As it is
written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” Thus, the title to our
sermon; The Crooked Shall be made Straight! We have seen Her Condition, secondly:

II. Her Conversion: She Was Delivered.

A. Christ Initiated Her Deliverance. The first thing we notice is that Christ initiated her
deliverance, it was Christ who came to her. Jesus saw her first. Luke 13:12 & 13, “And when Jesus saw her, he
called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she
was made straight…” She could not see Him for she was bowed down and could not lift herself up. Christ
called her to Himself. This is that great work of effectual grace or effectual calling. God always initiates
salvation, because salvation is of the LORD! Romans 10:20, “But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them
that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me.” Jesus initiated the deliverance. We see this
also in the life of the impotent man of John 5, Christ came to him. We see this in the life of the Garderene
lunatic in Mark 5 where Christ cross the sea to come to him. We see this in the life of the Apostle Paul in
Acts 9 where God knock him off his high horse – literally. We see this in the life of Matthew in Matthew 9
where he sat doing his business at the seat of custom. We see this in the life of Abraham in Genesis 12.
There are many examples in the Bible where God came in mighty power to those who were afar off.

This poor woman of Luke 13 did not appeal to Christ for help, but Christ came to her. It could be that she
didn’t even see Him as she was bowed down. Reminds me of that song Lalay sings, “He came to me
when I couldn’t come.” We could also add, when we WOULDN”T come! Aren’t you glad the Scriptures
say that He came to seek and to save that which was lost, or where it says, “I am not come to call the righteous
but sinners to repentance.” Ezek.34:11 says, “For thus saith the Lord God; behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep,
and seek them out.” Romans 10:20 “But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made
manifest unto them that asked not after me.” Do you think He was at this particular Synagogue by pure chance or
that the woman had some good luck and came upon where Christ was teaching? No but by the
providence of God did this woman come to where Christ was teaching, so that He could heal and deliver
that lost sheep and bring her into the fold. Not only did Christ initiate her deliverance but secondly:
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B. Christ Immediately Delivered Her.

Christ in His mercy and compassionate love was moved in His bowels for this poor lost sheep and
immediately delivered her. Verses 12 & 13, “And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her,
Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight…” This
is what He does for our crooked hearts, “…Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought
low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation
of God.” Here we see the POWER of God, Isa.59:1, “Behold, the LORDS’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot
save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear.”

What hope for every sinner outside Christ, John 6:37, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that
commeth to me I will in no wise cast out.” We read in Eph.2:1-3 earlier but notice verses 4 & 5 now, “But, God,
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins hath quickened us together with Christ,
(by grace are ye saved.)” The power of Christ freed her in an instant. No matter how bad her condition was, His
power was greater. No matter how bad the heart is His power can subdue it, in that, where sin abounds,
GRACE DOES MUCH MORE ABOUND! No matter how black the heart He makes it white, “Come now, and
let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool.” Isa.1:18. Isaiah 42:6, 7, 16 & 18, “To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house. I am the LORD: that is my name And I will bring the blind by a
way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and
crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them. Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye
may see.”

Dear sinner friend outside Christ, listen to the Word of God, “…behold now is the accepted time; behold, now is
the day of salvation.” Therefore, “…today if you will hear his voice harden not your hearts…” Our Lord Jesus Christ
lovingly says, “Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” Call out to Him this morning
and see if He doesn’t make your crooked heart strait. He lifted this poor woman out of her affliction and
raised her up and therefore He can lift you out of your sins and raise you up to serve Him! (We’ve seen
Her Condition She Was Defeated and Secondly Her Conversion She Was Delivered, Thirdly and quickly)

III. Her Character: She Was Delighted

A. God was praised. The end of verse 13, “And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was
made straight, and glorified God.” This poor woman who was bowed down years was immediately made
straight and then she glorified God. She knew without a doubt what happened to her, she was delivered
and she was delighted. She had been bowed down for 18 years and all of sudden she was made straight
by the touch of the master’s hand. She glorified God, she rejoiced in the God of her salvation. She had
been delivered. She could not but thank God for this. This is the heart of a truly regenerated person, they
glorify God and they give God all the glory and all the honor. When God saves a sinner they don’t glorify
their free will, they don’t rejoice in what they have accomplished. No, no we feel that we cannot thank God
enough for saving us. We cry like Isaiah, “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God;
for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness.” Isaiah 25:9,
51:11, 52: 9 & 10, “And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is
the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation; 51:11Therefore the redeemed of the LORD
shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and
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joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away; 52:9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the
LORD hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of
all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.”

Even our Lord Jesus Christ admonishes us to rejoice in our salvation, Luke 10:17-20, “And the seventy
returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. And he said unto them, I beheld
Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.” Not only the person who God saves
rejoices but those around that person rejoice also: Luke 13:17 shows this, “And when he had said these things, all
his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him.” Ps.126:5 & 6, "They
that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” Friends rejoice, angels rejoice, the heavens rejoice, Luke 15:1-10. Not
only was God Praised but God Was Pleased.

B. God Was Pleased. We don’t see it in the text but the Father is always please in what the
Son does. Matt.3:17, “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 17:5
“…this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.” John 8:29 “And he that sent me is with me: the
Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.” Luke 13:13, “And he laid his hands on her:
and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.” Zeph.3:17, “The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty;
he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.” (We’ve seen Her
Condition – She was Defeated, Her Conversion – She was Delivered, Her Character – She was Delighted
and now lastly and quickly)

IV. Her Christ – She Was Defended.

A. Her Advocate Defended Her. The ruler of the Synagogue was not happy about this miracle
in verse 14. His response against Christ and the healed woman was one of indignation. See also Acts 4:1-
12. What a contrast in the response of this ruler and the common people in the Synagogue. The woman
glorified God. The people were glad. The indignation did not come from the common people or the
government, nor did it come from vile and or wicked people of society. It came from organized religion.
You would think religion would be the first to defend Christ or His work, but more often they are the first
ones in attacking Christ and His True Church. But the Lord defended and answered the accusers in verse
15. He silenced the accusers. In like manner He is our Advocate. 1 John 2:1, “My little children, these things
write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
Romans 8:31-34. “What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 32 He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay any thing to the
charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” Not only do we have a deliverer but also a
defender. What hope and assurance for His people. Not only did her Advocate Defend her but also Her
Adversaries were Defeated.

B. Her Adversaries Defeated. We see this in verse 17, “And when he had said these things, all his
adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him.” Those that came
against her were put to shame. Just as Christ defeated her adversaries, on the cross He defeated all His
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adversaries and will do so also in the future when He comes back. All our adversaries were defeated by
Christ. Col.2:13-15; Heb.2:14; 1 Cor. 15:26 w/54-58; Rev.12:9-11 and Romans 16:20; Rev.17:14, chap. 6
& 19; 2 Cor.2:14; 1 John 5:4. What a glorious hope for all those whom Christ saves. We are completely
secured in Him. Not one shall be lost, John 6:39, “And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which
he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.” AMEN & AMEN!

If you are outside Christ this morning call out to Him in faith, trusting Him alone for your salvation, Look to
Christ, Call upon Christ, Trust in Christ and then LIVE for CHRIST! What you need this is the touch of the
master hand, call out to HIM!

The Touch of the Master's Hand

by Myra B. Welch

"Twas battered and scared, and the auctioneer
Thought it scarcely worth his while

To waste much time on the old violin,
But he held it up with a smile.

"What am I bidden, good folks," he cried,
"Who'll start bidding for me?

A dollar, a dollar - now who"ll make it two _
Two dollars, and who"ll make it three?

"Three dollars once, three dollars twice,
Going for three". . . but no!

From the room far back a gray-haired man
Came forward and picked up the bow;

Then wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tightening up the strings,

He played a melody,pure and sweet,
As sweet as an angel sings.

The music ceased and the auctioneer
With a voice that was quiet and low,

Said: "What am I bidden for the old violin?"
And he held it up with the bow;

"A thousand dollars - and who'll make it two?
Two thousand - and who'll make it three?

Three thousand once, three thousand twice
And going - and gone," said he.

The people cheered, but some of them cried,
"We do not quite understand -

What changed its worth?" The man replied:
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"The touch of the masters hand."
And many a man with life out of tune,

And battered and torn with sin,
Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd.

Much like the old violin.

A "mess of pottage," a glass of wine,
A game and he travels on,

He's going once, and going twice -
He's going - and almost gone!

But the MASTER comes, and the foolish crowd,
Never can quite understand,

The worth of a soul, and the change that's wrought
By the touch of the MASTER'S hand.


