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Pastor Grant Van Leuven                       PECA Sermon Outline on Leviticus 10:1-20, July 12, 2015 
 
Intro:  
 
Main Point of Text: Some of Aaron’s sons die because of will-worship by their own imaginations; Aaron 
and his other sons keep themselves and the congregation alive because they carefully hallow God and His 
commands. 
 
Sermon Point:  False Church Service Gets God’s Personal Curse. 
 
 
 
 
Move 1: The wages of a self-centered, sinful worship service is death. 
Nadab/Abihu suffer the death of the sacrifices: Vss. 2, 4.  Their death is a refrain of warning later (Lev. 
16:1; Num. 3:3-4; 26:2, 61; 1 Chron. 24:1-2): had no children, such loss hinted at in vss. 12/16.  Severe 
punishment shows God sees as very serious.  Like last week, fire came from God’s Personal presence (vs. 
2). This time, a curse. Invisible Church secure, but Visible Church at risk. Rev. 2-3, Jesus warns churches of 
His serious intervention if they do not repent and obey Him: Ephesus (2:5);  Pergamos (2:14-16); Thyatira 
(2:20-23); Sardis (3:1-3); Laodicea (3:15-19).  He walks within the churches (candlesticks) with eyes “as a flame 
of fire” (1:4; 2:18; 19:12). 
 
 
 
 
Move 2: Selfish, sinful worship services take things into our own hands for our own ways. 
Vs. 1: Nadab/Abihu offer strange [un-prescribed /unauthorized] fire/incense. “Commanded not”.  Already 
warned, Ex. 30:9:  Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offering; neither 
shall ye pour drink offering thereon. Regulative Principle of Worship (negatively).  Vs. 5: eerily familiar in 
NT, Acts. 5:1-15.  Both happen during period of institution of new institution.  Both made an example for 
fear in church and church growth.  They all got creative. Be wiser than that.  Vss. 9-10: possibly were 
drunk, thus not discerning.  Or, now avoid lack of discernment, which is needed to teach in Tabernacle: vs. 
11. Mal. 2:7: For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he 
is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.  
 
 
 
 
Move 3: God will not allow you to take His place in the worship service. 
Vs. 3ab: God was not being sanctified/glorified.  Set HIM apart, not us.  Service is for expressing His 
worth, not ours.  Nadab/Abihu were not content w/ their role as assistants.  Proudly wanted more 
prominence/higher position/privileged access like Aaron. Unsanctioned service is unsanctified, does not 
revere God’s glorious holiness.  Num. 20:12.  Ex. 19:22, The Lord already instructed that … the priests … 
which come near to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the LORD break forth upon them.  Lev. 21:6. Still 
an issue. Heb. 12:28-29.  Worship should still be called with Scriptures like Hab. 2:20. 
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Move 4: Glorifying God alone as holy in reverent worship preserves the life of the Church. 
Moses tried to get back on track (vss. 12-18, damage control).  The rest don’t die because they serve God 
with silent sanctity: Vss. 3c, 6, 7, 16-20.  Priests are God’s official representatives.  Don’t mourn because it 
would have been public objecting to God’s judgment (and may have brought His wrath on them all). God 
interrupted the offering/service before they ate.  Offering now contaminated and they would further corrupt.  
If God did not find offering acceptable to “eat”, neither should they.   Worship must be according to Ps. 
34:3: O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.  And. 1 Pet. 3:15: … sanctify the 
Lord God in your hearts:  
 
 
 
 
Conclusion:  
 
All this immediate problems with the priesthood shows the same issue as the immediate problems with the 
Tabernacle in Ex.  We need the reality as shown in the vision of Jesus Christ as the Angel of the Lord now 
ministering for us in Rev. 8:3-6.  His truly effective service yet warns us today that … 
 
False Church Service Gets God’s Personal Curse. 


