
2112- SPEAKING TRUTH in LOVE - Eph 4.13-16 
PRELIMS. Paul has just told the Ephs about the gifts God has given 
to the church – ie, servants with special gifts for enabling Xns to do 
the work of ministry for building up the body of Christ [12]. He is 
concerned about their walk with the Lord! So he urges them! 
PAUL’S CONCERNS 
The Ephn church was young! They were Gentiles newly brought 
into the covenant people. Compared with established Jewish Xns, 
they were ‘babes in Christ’ relatively speaking! So Paul was 
concerned about them. What would they be like in a few years? 
Every true parent is concerned about their children. How will they 
turn out? Paul has two major concerns. One is that they would 
remain children in understanding! That they would not grow into 
maturity!  To Cors Paul said: do not be children in your thinking [1 
Cor 14:20]! That must have been hurtful to the Cors – to be com-
pared to children! But it was needed to be said. Paul actually calls 
the Ephs ‘babes’ as well as the Cors! Same word here in [14] as in 
[1Cor3:1]! Paul is ‘half’ saying they may still be ‘babes’ in Christ! 
We have all met Xns who are still ‘babes’! They haven’t ‘moved on’, 
as the Writer to Hebrews says, from the elementary doctrines …to 
maturity [6:1]! Like every living child, so the Xn must grow up to be 
a useful member of society/Church bringing glory to God! Too many 
Xns are not interested in spiritual growth - yes fitness Clubs! To be 
unconcerned about growth in our relationship with God and with 
our relationship to a brother/sister or parent or church member is a 
sign of immaturity in spiritual growth and is incongruous for a 
believer! The unity among members are vital to growth. This chapter 
is all about unity/relationships! First be reconciled to your brother is 
a priority said Jesus, even re worship! A Xn who does not develop 
his relationship with God and people is immature! No stagnancy in 
our relationships. Isn’t that what is wrong with our 21st society - 
broken relationships with very little desire to heal and mend - better 
move on to another relationship altogether! ‘I wish I worked harder 
at my first marriage’! Human relationships are very important with 
God. Unity in the Body of Christ is paramount! This chapter! 



Child-rearing is so important. The early years of teaching are so 
important. It is very very hard to change or get rid of the teaching 
of early years. It is not impossible to change/get rid of early 
teachings, but very difficult and can take a long time with much 
struggle. Even with God’s grace in the soul, to remove ‘teachings 
and practices especially related to religion’ in the early years is very 
hard to change! Our nature is so constituted that the lessons taught 
in our formative years, stick for a long time! That is the way God 
made us! That is why Covenant teaching of children in the ways of 
God are beneficial for the future life of a child. It doesn’t guarantee 
conversion, but it will  be an enormous help for the future and old 
later years. Thus the dictum ‘give me the child for the first 7 years'! 
The Bible says Train up a child in the way he should go and when he 
is old he will not depart from it [Pro 22:6]! This verse dos not teach 
that if we give a child a Xn upbringing he will necessary become a 
Xn! Neither does it teach that if a child of Xn upbringing turns to a 
life of sin, he will necessary turn back to God in old age like the 
prodigal son! This verse is a statement about the principle that early 
teachings on truth, stick in the mind/conscience/heart even to old 
age. If a young child is taught God’s truths, he will remember them 
for the rest of his life. Teaching the Covenant Truths of God to 
children are beneficial because these truths will stick in the memory! 
And if accompanied by God’s grace, will prove to be salvation! 
Apart from God’s saving grace, no adult or child will be converted. 
So Paul was concerned that the Ephn Xns would not grow! 
The second fear Paul had was they would be corrupted by heresy 
because they were easily led! But they were in the Church? Yes, but 
you can get false teaching within the Church! Almost every major 
cult was started by a member in the Church – not by an outsider! 
From a backslidden untaught in truth member! Paul is concerned 
they would be tossed to and fro…carried about by every wind of 
doctrine by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes 
[14]! That is deliberate twisting the truth to fit their own ideas! 
Do you know what the devil’s greatest skill is? It is using people 
without letting them know they are being used! The devil is the 
Great Deceiver. He is the Architect of deceit! He is the ‘father of 



lies’ [J8:44]  Satan…will come out…to deceive the nations [Rev 
20:8]. Multitudes are deceived by Satan! He is the Great Schemer in 
the spiritual realm who uses agents (people) to fulfil his plans. 
Satan uses people, many of whom are totally unaware of it! evil 
people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived [2Tim3:13]. Listen: Jesus said the hour is coming 
that whoever kills you will think that he is offering service to God 
[J16:2]! Is that not the case re suicide bombers and ISIS?  
(Why do people leave Western values to join ISIS? Because they are 
not satisfied and feel unfulfilled and are looking for excitement! 
People do want to belong to some ‘Cause’ and to something ‘big’! 
Ie, they have nothing to live for! No future to look forward to! The 
‘emptiness’ of life/values in the West is now not attractive!) 
A question: Are all terrorists evil - what about those who are 
deceived into thinking they are serving God? As we said 3 weeks 
ago, everyone has a moral conscience which informs them of right 
and wrong - and I doubt if any sane person would think that killing 
innocent people is right! Although some people are not informed of 
the Truth, or of Jesus Christ, we are explicitly told in Bible that the 
work of the law is written on their hearts while their consciences 
also bears witness [Rom 2:15]. Their consciences ac/excuse them! 
So when Paul was speaking about human cunning and craftiness in 
deceitful schemes he was speaking about those who knew they were 
doing wrong! And so he warned us to watch out for those who 
cause divisions… For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ 
(they’re in the church)…but their own appetites but by smooth talk 
and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive [Rom 16:18]!  
PAUL’S SOLUTION 
Xnity does not believe in withdrawal from society, aka convents/ 
Buddhism! Paul says we need more of Christ! that is not the way 
you learned Christ [20] Grow up..into Christ [15]! You have 
forgotten Christ! His example, His teaching! Rather Paul says ‘in 
your situation right now, you must be like X and start’ speaking the 
truth in love! [15a] Spread the the Truth, the Word - and do it in 
love, not in critical correction! Xns love correcting people! Xns 



love ‘putting others right’ and getting their theological point across! 
Note here: it is not truth and love, as if these two were brought 
together. It is truth in love, one concept. Again, it is in the realm of 
human relationships speaking truth to one another in a proper way 
– in a proper spirit! A church will never grow if the members are not 
speaking ‘truth in love’ with one other. With the real desire to bring 
healing and warmth into the relationship. There are few things more 
edifying for a church than speaking truthfully/lovingly to each other. 
If we correct one another harshly, it will only sour the relationship! 
We are to help, not hurt the erring brother! We will make matters 
worse by insulting however truthful our remarks might be! Far too 
often in Xn circles the truth is spoken in anything but love! It is done 
to point out an error and to hurt rather than to cement a relationship. 
The whole purpose of Church Discipline is to win the offender, not 
to punish him! To bring confession/restoration/healing and repair! 
It may be costly to speak the truth in love, because it affects other 
people!Thus Paul’s image of the body and the Church is a body 
joined and held together! A limb does not function on its own – it is 
joined with the body! The whole body is affected by one member 
failing.  If you have sore leg, you have to lean more heavily on the 
other leg and the whole body sacrifices some speed/strength! The 
whole body ‘suffers’! APP You may not think so, but the whole 
Church can suffer because of one person’s sins! The whole of Israel 
suffered because of Achan’s one sin! A congregation can lose 
families because of one member’s sinful practices! So, there must be 
a helping/supporting of the weaker members! 
There can only be growth/maturity if each part is working properly 
[16c] Every Xn has a part to play in the Church. If you do not play 
your part no matter how small a part, the whole Church suffers! APP 
If you do not turn up for door duty/lunches/cleaning the church, not 
only does someone else have to take your place at very short notice 
/inconvenience, the whole church suffers because it creates a bad 
spirit among the rest! We start complaining/fault-finding/speaking 
against one another! *Yes, the whole body joined and held together 
by every joint…makes the body grow. We must grow into Christ! 


