


Luke 13:1-9 

A call to repent  

and  

A fruitless  

tree 



The call to repent 

Mark 1:15 

 When his ministry began, Jesus said, “The 
time has come, the kingdom of God has 
come near. Repent and believe the gospel!” 

 

Luke 24:46-47 

 After he had risen from the dead, Jesus said, 
“It is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem”  



Sinners who repent 

Luke 15:7  

 “I tell you that in the same way there will 

be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner 

who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who do not need to 

repent.” 

Luke 15:10 

 “In the same way, I tell you, there is 

rejoicing in the presence of the angels of 

God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

 



Repent – Greek – Metanoeo – μετανοέω 

 

Two parts: (meta and noeo)  

 

1.  Meta - change 

 

2.  Noeo - the mind and its thoughts, 

perceptions and disposition.  

 

Repent – to change your mind – your way 

of seeing things or perspective. 

 



C. S. Lewis explained repentance not as 

“something God demands of you before he 

will take you back; it is simply a description 

of what going back is like.” 

 

Repentance is not merely feeling badly 

about our sins. Repentance is sorrow for 

what we are in our deepest beings, that we 

are wrong in our deepest roots because our 

interior life is governed by Self and not by 

God.  

 



 “To repent is to adopt God's viewpoint in 
place of your own... In itself, far from 
being sorrowful, it is the most joyful thing 
in the world, because when you have 
done it you have adopted the viewpoint of 
truth itself and you are in fellowship with 
God.” (William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury) 

 

 “Repenting is what happens inside of us 
that leads to the fruits of new behavior. 
Repentance is not the new deeds, but the 
inward change that bears the fruit of new 
deeds.” (John Piper) 

 

 

 



Luke 3:7-14 

 “John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by 
him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of 
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.  
9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree 
that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.’ 10 ’What should we do then?’ the 
crowd asked. 11 John answered, ‘Anyone who has two 
shirts should share with the one who has none, and 
anyone who has food should do the same.’ 12 Even tax 
collectors came to be baptized. ‘Teacher,’ they asked, 
‘what should we do?’ 13 ’Don’t collect any more than 
you are required to,’ he told them. 14 Then some soldiers 
asked him, ‘And what should we do?’ He replied, ‘Don’t 
extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be 
content with your pay.’” 



A sinner who repents 

“When he finally came to his 

senses…(Luke 15:17) 

•  “I will set out and go back to my 
father and say to him: ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against 
you’ (v. 18) 

•  ‘I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; make me like one of  your 
hired men.’” (v. 19) 

•  “So he got up and went to his father.” 
(v. 20) 



A righteous person who  

does not need to repent 

Luke 15:27-30  

 “‘Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your 
father has killed the fattened calf because he has 
him back safe and sound.’ "The older brother 
became angry and refused to go in. So his father 
went out and pleaded with him. But he answered 
his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving 
for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet 
you never gave me even a young goat so I could 
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of 
yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf 
for him!’” 

 



Major contrast 

 

“I don’t deserve”  

vs.  

“I deserve” 



 

“I deserve” 
 

 Anger and resentment  

at perceived injustice 

 

– After all I’ve done for you… 

– I ought to get at least… 

– He doesn’t deserve… 

– Self-justification based on self-
righteous assessment 



Connecting Luke 13:1-5 

   
 “Now there were some present at that time 

who told Jesus about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 
2 Jesus answered, ‘Do you think that these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all the 
other Galileans because they suffered this 
way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, 
you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen 
who died when the tower in Siloam fell on 
them—do you think they were more guilty 
than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I 
tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too 
will all perish.’” 

 



Luke 13:1-5 

Interruption leads to instruction 

 

• vv. 1-3 - A case of human violence  

 

• vv. 4-5 – A case of circumstantial    

            tragedy  

 

Jesus’ answer exposes any attempts 

at self-justification and warns about 

the universality of judgment. 

 

 



Thought - Jesus is a Galilean and 

on his way to Jerusalem to be 

crucified. 

 

Q. When Jesus is executed under 

Pilate, will they dismiss him as 

one deserving of God’s 

judgment? 



Luke 13:6-9 – A fruitless tree 

 “Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a 
fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he 
went to look for fruit on it but did not find 
any. So he said to the man who took care 
of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve 
been coming to look for fruit on this fig 
tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! 
Why should it use up the soil?’ ‘Sir,’ the 
man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more 
year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 
9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, 
then cut it down.’” 



1. A fruitless tree 

 

2. Lenience (mercy) granted to it 

 

3. Time for change (despite a history of 

fruitlessness) 

 

4. Warning of Judgment 

 

5. Opportunity for change 



 

Revelation 2:21 “I have given her time to 
repent of her immorality, but she is 
unwilling.” (Jesus to the Church of Thyatira 
concerning a wicked woman) 

 

 

Romans 2:3-4 – “do you think you will 
escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you 
show contempt for the riches of his 
kindness, forbearance and patience, not 
realizing that God’s kindness is intended 
to lead you to repentance?  


