
2 Timothy Chapter 3B 

Godly Influence 

 

Throughout your life you will be influenced by a number of individuals. Some of those 

influences will be very healthy, others will not. 

 In my own life the Lord blessed me by providing healthy relationships with Godly older 

men throughout the years. Those men were used by God to teach me His Word and provide 

both good and bad examples of a Godly life. 

 During my late teen years the Lord separated me from many negative influences in my life.   

 Age of 19 ready to make a very bad decision – The Godly men took me aside and lovingly 

corrected me…..  I only wish I would have listened! 

 

Paul warned the Corinthian believers about the negative effect of bad influences.  

1 Corinthians 15: 33  Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 

 

As we open the Word of God this morning I would like you to take a minute and think about the 

people who have been influential in shaping your life, developing your faith throughout the 

years. 

 For some of you the greatest influence in your life came from your mom and dad.  They 

worked hard to pass on a strong and vibrant faith in the Lord Jesus while you were growing 

up. 

 Others heard the Gospel from a cherished friend who took you under their wing and spent 

time discipling you in the faith. 

 One of the beautiful things about the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the fact that it is spread and 

developed by the Spirit of God in the context of human relationship. 

 I greatly treasure the friends that God uses to shape my life and faith. 

 

In 2 Timothy 3 Paul moves the spotlight from the BAD influences that he delineated in verses 1 - 

9 to HIS OWN influence in verses 10 - 14.   

 So that we don’t miss the magnitude of this comparison, let’s remember Paul’s description 

of those bad influences affecting the church in what he called “the last Days.” 

 

2 Timothy 3:4  treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 

of God,  5  having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 

 We know from our study of both 1 and 2 Timothy that false teachers were plaguing the 

church at Ephesus. Timothy was sent there to set things in order. 

 There were some in the church who had a religious appearance but their lives did not display 

the real transforming power of the Gospel. 

 Paul’s command was to “Avoid such people”  He describes these bad influences as 

“Creeps.”   

 

6  For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened 

with sins and led astray by various passions,  7  always learning and never able to arrive at a 

knowledge of the truth.    

 Some of these individuals had immoral motives. Others were consumed with corrupt 

doctrine.  



 Like the Jehovah’s Witnesses who gather to study many times throughout the week they are 

always learning but never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

 Their study is soaked in darkness and deception and they never attain the light of the truth 

that is in the Gospel.  

 

NOW we come to the comparison:  BUT YOU TIMOTHY!   

2 Timothy 3:10 You, however, have followed my teaching, 

 Whereas the false teachers were constantly resisting the truth (Vs 8) Timothy actually 

“followed” what Paul taught. 

 Timothy was the Spiritual Son of the Apostle Paul. He was instrumental in his Spiritual 

Birth.  

 Paul nourished Timothy like a newborn babe on the pure milk of God’s Word. 

 No doubt Timothy watched him like a son watched his father as they traveled together. Like 

no other companion Timothy had access to Paul’s daily life 

 

As we finish chapter 3 we will evaluate the Influences in Timothy’s Life 

1. (Vs 10-12) The description of godly influence. 

2. (Vs 13) The degeneration of negative influence. (Just a brief statement) 

3. (Vs 15-17) The divine influence of God’s Word 

 

Remember earlier I said: 

One of the beautiful things about the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the fact that it is spread and 

developed by the Spirit of God in the context of human relationship. 

 Jesus spent 3 ½ years literally living with the 12 men he had chosen to be his disciples. 

 So it was that Timothy was not the product of a sterile classroom but of a life that was 

invested in and shared through personal relationship. 

 

The influences that Paul brings to Timothy’s mind, as he is about to pass on to his eternal reward 

are described by a series of NINE NOUNS. (Time will not allow us to cover all) 

 

The First item of influence that Paul brings to Timothy’s remembrance is His TEACHING. 

 Because of his close relationship with Paul, Timothy had the privilege of hearing his 

teaching consistently.  

 Not only did he HEAR the public teachings that Paul would give in the synagogues, he 

observed and most likely participated with Paul in his personal study of God’s Word.  

o Like the Apostles who remained with the Lord Jesus after the crowds went home. 

o Working out God’s eternal truth through daily discipleship. 

 Timothy labored alongside of Paul as he penned his letters to the churches; as a matter of 

fact Timothy’s signature accompanies Paul’s in 5 epistles.  

 Timothy observed Paul’s prayer life and witnessed his obedience to the Word that the Lord 

delivered to him. 

 

Both Biological and Spiritual Parents influence their children during those TEACHABLE 

MOMENTS that arise in the normal course of everyday life.  

We take every opportunity to wash their minds with the water of God’s Word. 

 It is essential that our teaching is affirmed by a lifestyle that truly honors God.  



 Some of the parenting gurus use the phrase, “More is caught than taught” to show the 

importance of lifestyle on training. 

 

You may teach with eloquence the grand attributes of God’s kindness and patience BUT if that 

teaching is followed by continual outbreaks of harshness and verbal insults to your wife your 

children will despise your doctrine? 

 You may teach your children to obey God and to honor his authority BUT you diminish that 

teaching when you complain about your boss, mock the president and gossip about church 

elders.      

 Back in Verse 10 Paul reminds Timothy how his LIFESTYLE affirmed his teaching. 

 

2 Timothy 3:10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, 

my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 

Paul immediately follows the mention of his teaching drawing attention to his personal 

CONDUCT. 

 DADS:  When you blow it at home. When your conduct contradicts what you have been 

teaching your children (And it will) humble yourself and confess your faults to your family. 

There is no better time to teach them to take their sin to the cross. 

 Paul instructed Timothy to conduct himself in such a way as to be a good example to the 

church.  

 

1 Timothy 4:12  Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in 

speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 

 

NEXT: Paul draws attention to His “aim in life,”  his purpose 

 The words “Aim in Life” speak of MOTIVE, the driving force or passion in our life. 

o Looking at YOUR life from outside, what would someone say was your driving 

force, the passion.  (Success?  Financial gain?  Family?  God?) 

 Paul’s aim in life is clear, he is consumed with a desire to spread the Gospel. 

1 Corinthians 9:16 For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity 

is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 

 

Paul’s description of his positive influence includes the fruit of Faith and Love. 

2 Tim 1:13  Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus.    

 Paul is drawing attention to the fact that the DOCTRINE that he teaches is able to produce 

good fruit in the lives of the hearers. 

 The fruit of FAITHFULNESS AND LOVE were produced by the Holy Spirit through a 

constant feeding upon the sound words that Paul received from the Lord and passed on to the 

church. 

 

As Paul continues to describe his influence on Timothy’s life he points to the FRUIT that only 

grows in the soil of hardship and trial. 

 Different types of fruit grow and flourish in different types of climates: Bananas grow best in 

tropical climates; apples require a colder, crisper climate. 



 So it is with the fruit of the spirit there are certain climates that bring out certain fruit. The 

climate of trial and hardship bring out the fruit of patience and steadfastness…   

 

Timothy has been with Paul in every possible climate and seen the fruit of the Spirit  

2 Tim 3:10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my 

patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11  my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at 

Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord 

rescued me. 

 Patience - (MAKROTHUMIA) Longsuffering, denotes a patience with people. 

 Steadfastness - (HUPOMONE) Endurance pertaining to difficult circumstances. 

 

The influence that we have in the lives of others is tested through the difficulties that we face day 

to day. 

 My vocation brings me into contact with people in the most trying times of their lives:  

Sickness, Affliction, Sorrow, I see firsthand the fruit of real faith as it is being tested through 

hardship. 

 One individual who was very active in praying for the sick, a strong and vocal believer in 

God’s healing power was stricken with cancer….  I walked down the hall with this person on 

the way to surgery….  The faith that was so bold verbalized for others was severely tested in 

this difficult trial…..    

 

QUICKLY:  Second Point:  The degeneration of negative influence. 

2 Timothy 3:13  while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and 

being deceived. 14  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it 

 Here again we find a comparison, a contrast between TWO influences: 

 In Verse 13 Evil people and imposters move us further and further down the spiral of 

depravity. 

 I believe that Paul is reflecting back on the negative influences mentioned in verses 1 - 9. 

 

2 Tim 3:2,  For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, 

disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

 But the same contrast that we saw in verse 10 is repeated in Verse 14, “BUT as for you 

continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed knowing from whom you 

learned it.” 

 Once again Paul is referring to the influence that HE has had in Timothy’s life. 

 

3.FINALLY: The divine influence of God’s Word 

Of all the people that influenced Timothy’s life the most powerful influence came from the Word 

of God. 

2 Timothy 3: 15  and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16  All Scripture is 

breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, 17  that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 In the sovereignty of God, from a very early age, Timothy was acquainted with the sacred 

writings. (another way to describe the O.T.) 



 Remember Timothy had believing Mother (Eunice) and Grandmother (Lois)  

 Those daily devotions, rehearsing the stories of Moses, singing the Psalms of David brought 

the influence of the Word of God upon Timothy’s Young life.   

 

Every day that we read the word of God to our children, every time we babysit our grandchildren 

we have an opportunity to make them wise for salvation. 

 What does Paul mean when he says, the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus 

 He means that the Word of God alone is SUFFICIENT. It contains everything that is 

necessary to gain spiritual understanding for the salvation that comes by grace alone, 

through faith alone, in Christ alone.  

 Nothing else is needed, no extra-Biblical revelation, no secret wisdom, all that we need for 

life and godliness is found in the Word of God. 

 

If we desire that our children, our grandchildren come to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 

Christ we must communicate the Word of God to them on a consistent basis. 

 Dr Suess if FUN, The Bearenstein Bears have a good moral message BUT the Scripture is 

unique, it is “God Breathed.” 

 

16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness, 17  that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every 

good work. 

 When Paul says that the Scripture is breathed out by God He speaks of the Origin and 

Authority of the Bible. 

 ALL scripture, every verse of every book in the entire Bible came forth (was breathed out) 

by God himself. 

 “Breathing Out” is a metaphor that is used to confirm the fact that God SPOKE the words of 

Scripture from his own mouth. 

 

2 Peter 1: 21  For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God 

as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 In Essence Peter is saying that the ultimate source of O.T. Scripture was not man’s volition; 

deciding on his own what to communicate, but rather the Holy Spirit’s action in the 

prophet’s life determining every word that he wrote. 

 Since This Word came directly from God it is authoritative. (Carries his divine authority) 

Paul also expresses that the Word of God is EFFECTIVE in equipping us for God’s work: 17  

that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 

The Word of God is Truly Powerful!   

 It is Sufficient for obtaining salvation,  

 It is Authoritative: It is God’s Word carrying the full weight of His divine authority.    

 It is Effective - It is able to renew our minds and transform our lives. 

 

With all of this in view:  WHAT are the influences that you give yourself to day by day? 

 Horoscopes? Put yourself under the fatalistic influence of those who study the stars? 



o It drives me crazy when I see Christians posting their horoscopes on their facebook 

page! (Just saying) 

 Hollywood? Another kind of star watching. 

o Does your VIEW of life come from “The View” Barbara Walters, Whoppi Goldberg, 

Rosie ODonald. 

o What kind of wisdom did Oprah provided our generation? 

o Do you spend more hours listening to Dr Phil that you do reading the Word of God? 

 Every one of us comes in contact with a great number of influences throughout the week: 

o Talk radio? Christian radio?  CNN, Fox News,    

o I’m NOT saying that these influences are all negative. 

 Are you under the influence of God’s Word? Are you in a discipling relationship with 

another Christian?  

 

WHO do you influence? 

 Your kids?  Grandkids?  Neighbors? 

 Is there anything of eternal value in your influence 

 

As believers we have the distinct privilege of carrying the Gospel of Jesus Christ in this 

generation.   

 We have BOTH God’s Word and God’s Spirit:  By our teachings, our lifestyle, our attitudes 

when we walk through trials and deal with difficult people. 

 

We are the INFLUENCERS in this Generation 


